
 

   

  To grow fully 
devoted  

followers of Jesus Christ. 
Matthew 28:19-20 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

 

MAY 2022 

 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ… 
 
I am so very excited that we are starting our sermon series covering each book of the Bible over the 
next few years.  After my message last week, as we began our study in the book of Galatians, several 
of you asked about how to study the Bible and what do I use to get the information I get. 
 
For the first part of the question, I am sharing an article that I really thought explained the importance 
of and the components of Bible study in a very good way. The article is from the GotQuestions.org 
website and I really have enjoyed some of their answers.  Enjoy the article, and next month, I will be 
sharing some of the resources I use in my studies… of course, if you have questions before next 
month’s article, please don’t hesitate to come and talk with me.   
 
I love you all, Dan 
 

 
 
It’s important to study Bible passages and stories within their context. Taking verses out of context 
leads to all kinds of error and misunderstanding. Understanding context begins with four principles: 
literal meaning (what it says), historical setting (the events of the story, to whom is it addressed, and 
how it was understood at that time), grammar (the immediate sentence and paragraph within which a 
word or phrase is found) and synthesis (comparing it with other parts of Scripture for a fuller mean-
ing). Context is crucial to biblical exegesis in that it is one of its most important fundamentals.  
 
After we account for the literal, historical, and grammatical nature of a passage, we must then focus 
on the outline and structure of the book, then the chapter, then the paragraph. All of these things refer 
to "context." To illustrate, it is like looking at Google Maps and zooming in on one house. 
 
Taking phrases and verses out of context always leads to misunderstanding. For instance, taking the 

phrase "God is love" (1 John 4:7-16) out of its context, we might come away thinking that our God 

loves everything and everyone at all times with a gushing, romantic love. But in its literal and gram-

matical context, “love” here refers to agape love, the essence of which is sacrifice for the benefit of 

another, not a sentimental, romantic love.  

Why is it important to study the  
Bible in context?  

Cont. p. 2 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.7-16
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The historical context is also crucial, because John was addressing believers in the first century 
church and instructing them not on God’s love per se, but on how to identify true believers from 
false professors. True love—the sacrificial, beneficial kind—is the mark of the true believer (v. 
7), those who do not love do not belong to God (v. 8), God loved us before we loved Him (vv. 9-
10), and all of this is why we should love one another and thereby prove that we are His (v. 11-
12). 
 
Furthermore, considering the phrase "God is love" in the context of all of Scripture (synthesis) 
will keep us from coming to the false, and all-too-common, conclusion that God is only love or 
that His love is greater than all His other attributes, which is simply not the case. We know from 
many other passages that God is also holy and righteous, faithful and trustworthy, graceful and 
merciful, kind and compassionate, omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient, and many, many 
other things. We also know from other passages that God not only loves, but He also hates. 
 
The Bible is the Word of God, literally "God-breathed" (2 Timothy 3:16), and we are com-
manded to read, study, and understand it through the use of good Bible study methods and al-
ways with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guide us (1 Corinthians 2:14).  
Our study is greatly enhanced by maintaining diligence in the use of context because it is quite 
easy to come to wrong conclusions by taking phrases and verses out of context. It is not difficult 
to point out places that seemingly contradict other portions of Scripture, but if we carefully look 
at their context and use the entirety of Scripture as a reference, we can understand the meaning 
of a passage.  
 
“Context is king” means that the context often drives the meaning of a phrase. To ignore context 
is to put ourselves at a tremendous disadvantage. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/context-Bible.html 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/does-God-hate.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%202.14
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In our bible study class on Sundays, we have been going through the Gospel of Mark.  This beautiful telling of the life 
of Jesus has so many pieces in it that move me beyond words.  Right now, we are in the middle of one of those pieces.  
In Mark 5, we read the events in the life of a man filled with demons, a father with a dying daughter, and a woman who 
has suffered for years with a bleeding illness. 
 
Often, I can look at Scripture academically and become detached from the personal side of events.  Then, I take a mo-
ment and try to remember that on this planet, not too terribly long ago, there was a man whose life was so wretched and 
so chaotic, that he lived among the tombs, unable to be a part of normal society - naked, scared, and alone except for the 
company of demons. 
 
At the same time, across a lake, there was a father who was watching his 12-year-old daughter suffering with an un-
named sickness. He must have been terrified every moment – “Is this moment the one where my precious daughter will 
fail to take another breath?” Being a leader of the local church, perhaps he and his wife were surrounded by people but 
felt alone, watching the last days of their daughter’s life. They had twelve years of precious memories flowing through 
their hearts and they watched her tiny body waste away. 
 
Then, we come to another person who doesn’t have twelve years of precious memories, but rather, twelve years of 
memories of suffering and pain.  How she must have panicked when the blood continued to flow past the time when it 
should have stopped.  Maybe she thought that all that was needed was a little time.  Time came and went, so then she 
looked to doctors to help her.  The doctors did all they could but instead of taking away her illness, they only managed 
to take away her money. How many times had she gotten her hopes up, just to have them dashed?  How many cures had 
she pursued only to find them lacking?  Again, how alone would she have felt knowing that everything about her was 
unclean?  Anyone who encountered her would be tainted by her situation.  Cut off from family, friends, community, and 
even the ability to worship her God.  ‘Alone’ would be putting it mildly. 
 
Into each of these desperate situations [lives?], Jesus enters in and delivers them and gives them what they most need.  
Of course, He cast out the demons, cured the bleeding, and raised the daughter.  All amazing, powerful, God-alone 
things, but He also told the demon possessed man to “go home”. No longer the tombs, but to a home that had long been 
shut to him. How sweet the word ‘home’ must have sounded.   
 
He told the woman to “Go in Peace” – Shalom – wholeness. Restored to the community and to health, and to a peace 
she must have longed for these past twelve years of her life.   
Finally, He tells a parent “give her something to eat”. How many tears were shed when the once sick girl, who probably 
hadn’t eaten in days, put food between her still warm lips?  How much joy came from the simple task of fixing a meal 
for a daughter? 
 
These amazing events happened on the planet not that long ago.  They are still happening.  How many desperate people 
have come to Christ, only to find that what He gives is so much more than they could have imagined?  I pray that we 
will read the stories of others like these and not be blind to the fact that we, too, were controlled by evil, sick, alone, dy-
ing, and desperate in a world that reminds us we do not have control.  At some point, we too, reached out desperate to 
God, Who faithfully answered.  May we never forget our desperation. May we never forget His goodness.  May we see 
His blessings in our lives. 
 
This month, I also want to share a song with you.  If you are looking at this on your computer click here.  If you are not 
on your computer, go to YouTube and look up Red Rocks Worship – I’m Desperate For You.  I hope you are blessed by 
it. 

God Bless, 

Alan 

The Elders have created this section of 

the newsletter to keep our members 

informed of some of the events and 

projects on which we are working. 

https://youtu.be/bUCVJFwwns8
https://youtu.be/bUCVJFwwns8
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Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

MONTHLY AT A GLANCE 
 

May 2022 
2-Elder’s Meeting, 6:30 PM, Orchard Mesa 
3-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
4-Bible Study, 10:00 AM, Genesis 
4-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30PM, lower building 
7-Camp Work Day 
10-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
11-Bible Study, 10:00 AM, Genesis study 
11-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30 PM, lower building 
14-Meal Prep, 10 AM—12 noon 
15-Mission Team Meeting, 12:00 noon 
17-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
18-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
18-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30 PM, lower building 
24-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
25-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
25-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30 PM, lower building 
31- Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 2022 
1-Bible Study, 10:00 AM, Genesis 
1-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30PM, lower building 
4– Camp Christian Open House, 11:00—3:00 PM 
6-Elder’s Meeting, 6:30 PM, Orchard Mesa 
7-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
8-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
8-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30 PM, lower building 
8-11– 3rd –5th grade Summer Church Camp 
11-Meal Prep, 10 AM—12 noon 
12-Mission Team Meeting, 12 noon 
12-15-6th-8th grade Summer Church Camp 
14-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
15-Bible Study, 10:00 AM, Genesis study 
15-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30 PM, lower building 
19-22-High School Camp 
21-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
22-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
22-GriefShare class, 1:00—2:30 PM, lower building 
28-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
29-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
29-GriefShare class, 1:00 –2:30 PM, lower building 
 
 
 
 

The next Meal Prep is  
May 14, 2022 

Sign up by May 2 
 

The meals: 
1) Fiesta Chicken 
2) Pot Roast Stew 
3) Hawaiian Meatballs 
4) Mongolian Beef 
5) Cilantro Lime Pork Tacos 
6) Simple Chicken Enchiladas 

 
If you write out a check, make it to ACC 

 
The cost is $30.00 for 6 meals for 2 people,  

$60.00 for 6 meals for 4 people,  

$90.00 for 6 meals for 6 people. 
 

Contact Heidi Waggoner @970-250-0588    

Want news of the Appleton 
Family? Need help with 
cleaning or yard work? Have 
something to sell or give 
away? The Appleton  
Exchange is the place to share 
with others in the Appleton 

family. Very few have taken the opportunity to 
receive this information. Please take time now to 
add your email to the “opt-in” list at  
appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org  
Simply write “SUBSCRIBE” in the Subject line 
to receive these occasional notices.  

Office hours are: 9:00 AM—3:00 PM, M-Th. 
For more information on any event, go to our website 
and click on calendar.   Then click on the event to get 

more information.   
 http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar 

FAMILY NIGHT and Men’s and 
Women’s Bible Study meets every Tues-
day at 6:30 PM with a meal available at 
6:00 PM.  The women are studying the 
book of John and the men are studying 
the book of Acts.     
 
Come join us! 

mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar
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MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 

Camp Christian 
2915 241 Road 

New Castle, CO  81647 
Phone:  970-250-6588 

P.O. Box 932 
Clifton, CO  81520 

Angie Templeton, Camp Director 
Bob Harper, Manager 

www.campchristiancolorado.org 
campchristian1952@gmail.com 

 
Ministry:  To teach and train campers the way of the Lord in a majestic mountain setting.  The camp 
was founded almost 70 years ago and today offers camps for youth, families, men and women.  The 
camp is located approximately five miles from New Castle, Colorado. The 20-acre camp is a beautiful 
setting with mountains rising high above and a creek running right through it.  Camp Christian has min-
istered to hundreds of young people and families alike over the years, leading many to Christ and inspir-
ing some to become missionaries or ministers. 
 
Prayer Requests: Please pray for the ongoing ministry of Camp Christian and especially for the camp-
ers, old and young, that are touched by this camp. Pray for financial provision for the camp as many up-
dates are needed.  Pray for safety for all campers, leaders and helpers.  Please keep the Board members 
in your prayers as they seek God’s wisdom in running this ministry. 

 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”  Proverbs 22:6 

 
May 7, all day camp work day, lunch is provided.   
June 4, 11:00-3:00 Open house celebrating our 70th camp season, lunch provided, bring lawn chairs 
June 8-11, 3rd –5th grade summer camp 
June 12-15, 6th-8th grade summer camp 
June 19-22, High school camp 

Brandi Coleman will be looking for golfing assistance for a Special Olympics golfing event.  The 
first practice will be June 3 at Chipeta golf course.  Please contact her if you are interested.  
970-783-1916 

Grief Share Class 
will be starting May 4, 
1:00 –2:30 PM in the 
lower building.  It will 
be taught by Phyllis 
Bolsinger. For more 
information call 
970-216-8258 
 

EVERY SUNDAY  
We offer refreshments for the 8:00 AM and 
10:30 AM services. If you would like to 
help with refreshments for either service or 
for both services, please sign up to help or 
check with Donna Ward or Jeanne Baker 
for more information.  
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT  
We feed between 20 –30 people and if you 
are interested in contrib-
uting something for that 
meal, you could also ask  
Donna Ward or Jeanne 
Baker 

Operation Christmas Child  
For the month of  May we will be 

collecting: 
Hygiene items: soap, 
washcloths, brush, 
comb, deodorant, etc. 

Please put  
donations in  
the box in the  
lower building. 
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ALWAYS  
REMEMBER 

TO  
PRAY FOR 

 

• GRAND JUNCTION, FRUITA, PALISADE, CLIFTON, 
AND  ORCHARD MESA COMMUNITIES & SCHOOLS 

• THE STATE OF COLORADO 

• THE GOVERNMENT 

• THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

 
 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Prayer card on Sunday (check the box 
to be included in the weekly email 

distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org / 
OR call 

Nancy @970-241-0858 or the church 
office @970-242-7380 

 
For shut-in communion,  

please call 970-242-7380 during office 
hours or contact person listed below: 

 

 

 

 
MAY 

     1-J.Costello 

8– Baker 

  15–  Steiner  

 22- Dyson 

      29- C. Weber                                    

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve 

 

Communion & Offering Meditation 
 

First Service    Second Service 
May 2022    May 2022 
1-Bob Labig    1-Bob Labig 
8-Ed Johlman    8-Ed Johlman 
15-Heidi Waggoner   15-Levi Willis 
22-John Wilson    22-Jenny Nichols 
29-Alan Dyson    29-Alan Dyson 
June 2022    June 2022 
5-Bob Labig    5-Bob Labig  
12-Ed Johlman    12-Ed Johlman 
19-Heidi Waggoner   19-Levi Willis 
26-John Wilson    26-Jenny Nichols  

SUNDAY GREETERS   
First Service   Second Service  
May 2022   May 2022 
1-Keith Kump   1-Cris Hoche 
8-Wanda Archer   8-Connie/Louis Martinez 
15-Charlotte Zangerle  15-Donna Jean Ganss 
22-Connie/Tom Fudge  22-Jenny Nichols 
29-C.Ackerman/M. Miller  29-Ed McClure 
June 2022   June 2022 
5-Keith Kump   5-Yvette Caldwell 
12-C.Ackerman/M. Miller  12-Kathy/Kelly Messamer 
19-Barb Robinson   19-Cris Hoche 
26-Connie/Tom Fudge  26-Connie/Louis Martinez 

May Prayer Families and Schools 
1-Tammy & Louise Vig 

Pomona Elementary School 

8-Kevin & Sandy Vig and family 

Dusty Von Ehrenkrook 

Rim Rock Elementary 

15-Brian, Heidi, Nick, Ken Waggoner 

Rocky Mountain Elementary 

22– Gary & Donna & Matthew Ward 

Scenic Elementary School 

29-Chris & Lacey Weber 

Levi & Carman Willis 

Shelledy Elementary School 

 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  

MAY 2022 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

8:00, 9:15, 10:30 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, 

or Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

