
 

 

May 2019 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

Operation Christmas Child!  Throughout the year, 
we will be collecting items for shoebox packing.  For 
May, please begin collecting Hygiene Items.  There 
is a box in the Worship Center foyer.  Please 
remember them all in your prayers throughout the 

year. 

Wednesday Pickleball will continue at 10:30 AM in 
the Activities Center through May.  No Saturday 
Pickleball.  Play at Pineridge or Lincoln Parks.  The 
weather is great! 
 
The Ladies’ Prayer Group meets in the Activities 
Center foyer on Wednesday mornings at 6:45.  
Please contact Karen Vejraska (970-242-8904 or 
email kmvejraska@acsol.net) for more information. 
 
Fourth Friday Fellowship Fun Night!  Join us and 
the CMU/CSF group on May 24 at 6:00 PM for a 
night of games and snacks.  Contact Kelly 
Messamer, (970-424-6864) for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promotion/Graduation Sunday, May 19, 2019 
• Talitha Costello, CMU, early graduation-

December 
• David Costello, PHS, May 20, 6:30 PM, Stocker 
• Nick Waggoner, FMHS, May 21, 7:00 PM, 

Stocker 
• Sara Vejraska, Homeschool, May 30, 6:30 PM, 

American Lutheran Church, 631 26 1/2 Rd. 
• Elisabeth Wilson, Homeschool, June 15, ACC 
 
 
There will be a basket in the Worship Center foyer 
to place congratulatory cards. 

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 For years, I have loved Tony Evans’ ministry.  I have heard him preach the 
Gospel in person and hundreds of times on radio.  I so enjoy the sweetness and 
clarity of his messages.  As we just celebrated God’s great gift of Love to us in 
the form of His Son’s death on the cross, I was reminded of this story from 
Tony Evans.  I pray that it touches you as it touches me.  I love you all, Dan  
 

Blessed to Be a Blessing - 
Imagine with me for a moment that you are standing in a candy store with two 
of your kids. If you don’t have kids, imagine that you do for the sake of this 
illustration. You are standing in one of those big candy stores with rows upon 
rows and bins upon bins containing all kinds of assortments of mouth-watering 
tasty treasures. Both of your kids want some candy, but to simplify things, you 
fill up one large bag with some of their favorites and then hand it to your 
oldest. You make sure to let him know that he needs to share it with his 
younger sister whenever she wants any. There is one bag, but what is inside 
the bag is intended for them both. Your oldest is not the owner; he is the 
steward. 
 
However, in time, you notice that your oldest child is hoarding all of the 
candy, only grudgingly giving a piece to his sister when she cries. What will 
you do? When the candy runs out, will you go back to the store and buy 
another bag to give to your oldest again? Or will you make other arrangements 
this time?  
 
Conversely, what if your oldest child had done something different altogether. 
What if after you left the store, he began to share the contents of the bag not 
only with his little sister but also with other kids in your neighborhood when 
you got home? Each face lit up with joy as your oldest gladly handed out piece 
after piece of candy. What would you do this time when the candy bag ran out?  
 
Would you go back to the store and give it to your oldest again? Or would you 
even consider giving him more this time seeing as it brought so much 
happiness to so many people?  
 
Many of us as parents would likely give more candy to the child who 
distributed it to others. And many of us as parents would not trust the child 
who hoarded the bag of candy with any more, at least not anytime soon. It’s 
not that our love for our child would have changed. But our child’s experience 
of that love, demonstrated in this case through blessing and provision, would 
have been diminished as a result of his behavior.  
 
We have a Father in heaven who has a very big family. His love for us is 
secure. He will always be our Father. But our experience of His love, whether 
through blessing, provision, presence or any number of things, will oftentimes 
depend on how we honor Him through how we treat the others He loves as 
well.  
 
Give, and it will be given to you. Hoard, and you may miss out on much of 
what God desires to give. 
 
Be encouraged, 
 
Tony Evans 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

mailto:kmvejraska@acsol.net
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
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FM 21-76 
Department of the Army Field Manual 

__________________________________________________ 
 

SURVIVAL 
__________________________________________________ 

 
If you remember, last time we started looking at how to survive in 
hostile territory. After looking at the Army Field manual, I noticed, 
that there are a lot of things that also pertain to our life in Christ as 
we too live and serve in hostile territory. Last time we looked at the 
S in the acronym S.U.R.V.I.V.A.L. This month we are looking at the 
U. 
 
U – Undue haste makes waste. 
 
The field manual says, “Don’t be to eager to move. It will make you 
carless and impatient. Don’t lose your temper, it may cause you to 
stop thinking. Face the facts—danger does exist.” 
 
As I think about these instructions, I am reminded of the fact that 
we are to be a people marked by patience. (Galatians 5:22, 1 
Thess. 5:14; Hebrews 12:1) A lot of the time, as we live our lives of 
faith, we want to move faster, do more. It is often very hard to be 
patient, to literally, “be still and know that He is God.” (Psalm 
46:10). It can be very hard to wait sometimes, especially when 
things are tough. Too easily we become frustrated and angry. The 
problem with anger, is that in it we can stop thinking. In that state 
of anger and brain shut off, we too easily sin in our anger (Eph. 
4:26).  
 
So how do we slow down and wait on God. Start with humility. The 
problem is that without saying it, most of the time when we struggle 
here, it is because we think we have it figured out. That the best 
possible solution is the one that we have come up with. We cannot 
see another course of action that would bring the desired results. 
But remember, we are finite beings with limited understanding. We 
probably don’t need too look to far back in our past, to see where 
decisions we knew were right when we made them turned out 
disastrous. So perhaps we need to face the facts, there is real 
danger surrounding us. There is real evil in the world. There was a 
fall, and there are consequences. Therefore, with humility we need 
to approach God, and wait on His timing. I know this is going to be 
difficult when children seem to be wandering from God, when 
spouses are suffering, when the world is closing in. But as people 
of faith, we must be still and know that He is God. We have work to 
do, but it is work He has prepared for us to do, it is in His time and 
in His will. Wait, listen, seek, and act as God directs you. 
 
Until next time, remember that in Christ, we are not just surviving, 
we are thriving.   

Blessings, 
 
Pastor Alan 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

May 
3-4—Camp Christian Opening Weekend 
10-11—Camp Christian Workday 
17-18—Clifton CC Men’s Group Camp 
19--Promotion/Graduate Sunday 
22—Newsletter deadline 
27—Office Closed/Memorial Day 
 
• 9:30 AM, Sunday adult class, A.R.K., Activities 

Center, Daniel. 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday night Men’s Group, MPR, 

Activities Center, Romans 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday, Ladies’ Bible Study 2, Old 

Testament Survey, A.R.K., Activities Center. 
• 6:00 PM, Wednesday, Youth Group, Activities 

Center 
• 9:00 AM, Saturday small group, The Gospel 

Project.  Last session May 11.  Resumes in Fall. 
 
June 
2-5—Junior Camp (3-5 grades), cost $120 
6—Senior Day Camp, free will offering 
9-12—Middle School Camp, (6-8 grades), cost $150, 
need Glenwood Caverns waiver 
16-19—High School Camp (9-12 grades), cost $170, 
need White Water Rafting waiver 
21-23—Women’s Camp, $80 
 
 
 
For more information on any event, go to our website 

and click on calendar.   Then click on the event to 
get more information. 

 

http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar  

mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why I believe in ministry to youth and children (and you should too)? 
 
In the western church, there seems to be a belief that children’s ministry is second class. Not that it is unimportant, but maybe 
it is important for the wrong reasons. I have talked with people who think that children’s ministries are important because they 
allow the adults to worship without interruption, basically holy babysitting. There are some who think youth ministries are 
important because they keep youth out of trouble, or at least help them know why it’s bad to do certain things.  You can even 
see this attitude when looking for volunteers. Sometimes I run into the attitude that these ministries are so unimportant that is 
almost insulting to serve in them. “I don’t want to be a babysitter...Youth scare me”...are not uncommon thoughts. 
 
However, the truth of the matter is that Children and Youth ministries are VITAL to the church. Today, I want to give you three 
reasons why this is true. Before I do that though, let me make one thing clear. These ministries are not in any way, ever to be 
used as a substitute for teaching the Gospel in the home. They are not created for that, nor do they succeed in that. If you 
think that you can drop off your kids at Sunday school or youth group and somehow inoculate them from sin and the world, we 
should talk. 
 
Back to my points, about why these ministries are vital to the church: 

1.   According to 3 out of 4 people who claim Christianity today, they came to Christ before the age of 18. 75% of this 
group came before the age of 14. In other words, the greatest opportunity to bring people to Christ, and keep them for 
life, happens before adulthood. Our kids are one of the greatest missions’ fields in the world. Unfortunately, far to 
often, we think our goal in these ages is to entertain and maintain so that when they are older they can learn what it 
means to be a Christian. That has got to change. Either we believe the Gospel has the power of life and death or we 
don’t. If it does, then we should be unashamed to teach it even to the youngest among us. In my opinion, and I am 
biased, I think that churches everywhere should be pouring in as much time, energy, and resources into reaching the 
young people around them as they possibly can. The return on investment in this age group far exceeds our efforts to 
reach adults.

 
We can’t neglect adults, but we must stop neglecting the kids.  

 
2.   This age group is a favorite target for Satan. You don’t have to be a Bible scholar to see this. When the Israelites were 

getting too numerous and Pharaoh became worried, what did he do? He ordered the killing of all newborn boys 
(Exodus 1:15-22). When Jesus was born and Herod got nervous, who was ordered to be killed? All boys under 2 years 
of age (Matthew 2:16-18). Or how about this lesser known one. In Leviticus 18, there are a lot of regulations 
concerning sex. Towards the end there is a verse about Molech (Lev. 18:21). It may seem out of place until you realize 
that the sacrifice to Molech was used to get rid of unwanted or illegitimate babies from the activities forbidden in the 
rest of that chapter. One commentator tells us, “The pagan god (or, demon, more accurately) Molech was worshipped 
by heating a metal statue representing the god until it was red hot, then by placing a living infant on the outstretched 
hands of the statue, while beating drums drowned out the screams of the child until it burned to death.” I apologize for 
the graphic nature of this, but the truth of the matter is, Satan loves to destroy the weakest among us, like a devouring 
lion, and by destroying these he destroys our future.  

 
 It is time for the church to stand between Satan and our kids. The numbers tell us that: 

• there are 25 million fatherless homes in America.  

• 3 million kids in America suffer physical abuse daily; 5 kids a day die from it.  

• 1 out of 4 girls and 1 out of 6 boys will be sexually assaulted by the age of 18.  

• 1,800 kids attempt suicide every day, 18 succeed.  

• In 2015, the latest numbers the CDC studied, abortion rates dropped to a historic low with 638,169 babies being 
killed in the U.S.   

 
 We cannot stand by leaving the kids undefended. As a church, we must position ourselves to love, protect, and defend 

the kids around us. We must ask ourselves, do the kids in our community feel love, protected, and accepted by the 
church? 

 
3.   It is the heart of Jesus to love the kids. Jesus, however, invited them: “Let the little children come to me, and don’t stop 

them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. – Luke 18:16 (emphasis added). 
 
“But whoever 
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The Elders have created this section of 

the newsletter to keep our members 

informed of some of the events and 

projects on which we are working. 

Continued on page 4 
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causes one of these little ones who believe in me to fall away—it would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were drowned in the depths of the sea.” Matthew 18:6. Jesus even tells us that we must be 
childlike. Look at the consequences of not doing so, 

 
“Truly I tell you,” he said, “unless you turn and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child—this one is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one child like this in my name welcomes me. Matthew 18:4-
5 

 
 Now we can discuss and debate the theology of these passages, but it seems to me that there is a special place in the 

heart of Jesus for children. As a follower of Christ, who claims to want to have the heart of Jesus, perhaps I too should 
have a heart for the kids. Not to mention, it is hard to be childlike, if I am never around children.  

 
Church, I hope that you can see that the children are under attack. Yet, there is hope, they are hungry for the peace that comes 
from the Gospel, a peace we can share with them. They are searching for acceptance, love, and protection. Our Father in 
Heaven can give them all of that and more through us. How are you going to be a part of standing in the gap for our kids? 
Become a Sunday School teacher, it will make a difference. Become a youth sponsor, it will make a difference. Mentor a young 
person, it will make a difference. Do something, anything to make a difference.  
 
If you want more information about how you can start making a difference in the lives of kids, please come and talk with me. We 
must wait no longer. 
 
Blessings, 
Alan Dyson 
Father/Elder/Children’s Minister/Youth Minister 
928-580-9856 

Camp forms are available on our 
website: 
 
http://www.appletonchristian.org/connect 

 
 
Scroll down to the Youth Section 
and click on the links for the 
registration form, waivers, and 
poster with camp dates and rates.  
Write checks to ACC.   

Physicals are not required for 
camp this year.  Middle-Schoolers 
need the Glenwood Caverns 
waiver; High-Schoolers need the 
White Water Rafting waiver.   
 
Camps will each be for three days 
only.  We need a headcount for 
each camp.  Please contact Pastor 
Alan if you intend on going to 
camp, 928-580-9856  

http://www.appletonchristian.org/connect


 

 

Mission of the Month 

Camp Christian 
2915    241 Road 

New Castle, CO 81647 
Phone:  970-984-2211  

P. O. Box 932 
Clifton, CO 81520 

 
www.campchristiancolorado.org 

 
Ministry:  To teach and train 
campers the way of the Lord in a 
majestic mountain setting.  The 
camp was founded almost 70 years 
ago and today offers camps for 
youth, families, men and women.  
The camp is located approximately 
five miles from New Castle, 
Colorado. The 20-acre camp is a 
beautiful setting with mountains 
rising high above and a creek 
running right through it.  Camp 
Christian has ministered to hundreds 

of young people and families alike 
over the years, leading many to 
Christ and inspiring some to 
become missionaries or ministers. 
 
Prayer Requests: Please pray for 
the ongoing ministry of Camp 
Christian and especially for the 
campers, old and young, that are 
touched by this camp. Pray for 
financial provision for the camp as 
many updates are needed.  Pray for 
safety for all campers, leaders and 
helpers.  Please keep the Board 
members in your prayers as they 
seek God’s wisdom in running this 
ministry. 

 
“Train up a child in the way he 

should go, and when he is old he 
will not turn from it.”   

Proverbs 22:6 

5 

Missionary Prayer 
Planners are available 
in the Welcome Center 
of the Worship Center.  
The Planners have 
information on all of 
the missions ACC 
supports.  Pick one up 
Sunday (or have a pdf 
emailed to you) to help 
with praying for our 
missions. 



 

 

First Service Communion Servers 
May, Lead Server  June, Lead Server 
  5-Craig Spoering   2-Joe Zeni 
12-Saul Tompkins   9-Connie Fudge 
19-Mark Murrell  16-Jack Costello 
26-Baker   23-Jim Rogers 
    30-Steve Moseley 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card on 
Sunday (check the box to be included 

in the weekly email distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org ; OR 
call Paul @242-8904, or  

Jason @314-0456, or  
Nancy @241-0858. 

 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 

May Teams 

5-Baker/Costello 

12-Dyson/Easlick 

19-Kugler/Messamer 

26-Pifer/Weber 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Michael Costello 260-6261 
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org 

Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 
Kevin Vig 216-7993 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair 

jewilson@frontier.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Barb Easlick 330-417-0617 
barbeaslick@gmail.com 
Malinda Lyons 245-5632 

lyo582@yahoo.com 
Debbie McDonald 270-4733 

damjammin2000@yahoo.com 
David McElfresh 719-930-0012 

davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Barb Robinson 208-4981 
canyonrn49@gmail.com 

Josh Vig 623-5688 
warrior24@acsol.net 

Donna Ward 623-3665 
wardmom@fruitawireless.com 

Lacey Weber 210-5361 
ladyweber82@gmail.com 

Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 
charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 

First Service    Second Service 
May     May 
 5 Dave Sloan     5 Malinda Lyons 
12 Alan Dyson    12 Doug Steiner 
19 Josh Vig    19 Josh Vig 
26 Dan Baker    26 Jenny Nichols 
June     June 
 2 Dave Sloan     2 John Wilson 
 9 Josh Vig     9 Josh Vig 
16 Dan Baker    16 Michael Costello 
23 Alan Dyson    23 Nancy Hagerman 
30 Dave Sloan    30 Malinda Lyons 

GREETERS 
First Service    Second Service 
May     May 
 5 Mark & Jennifer Murrell   5 Randy & Beth Pifer 
12 Kelly Messamer   12 Jenny Nichols 
19 Dan Smith    19 Doug & Jan Steiner 
26 Aleta Beaslin/Barb Robinson  26 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
June     June 
 2 Charlotte Zangerle    2 Kelly Messamer 
 9 Sandy Calkins     9 Randy & Beth Pifer 
16 Steve & Peggy Moseley  16 Jenny Nichols 
23 Mark & Jennifer Murrell  23 Doug & Jan Steiner 
30 Kelly Messamer   30 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
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May Prayer Families 
 

5—Debbie Coffing 

Don & Cheryl Cole 

12—Jack & Carla Costello 

Michael & Kami Costello 

19—Alicia Crites 

Judy Dauer 

26—Tim Dauer 

Carman Devereux 

 

Prayer Schools 
 

5—Rocky Mountain Elem 

12—Scenic Elem 

19—Shelledy Elem 

26—Taylor Elem 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:djsteiner@acsol.net
mailto:boomer1063@acsol.net
mailto:jewilson@frontier.net
mailto:jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
mailto:cbeaslin@outlook.com
mailto:lyo582@yahoo.com
mailto:davidrmack@hotmail.com
mailto:messamerdad@gmail.com
mailto:warrior24@acsol.net
mailto:wardmom@fruitawireless.com
mailto:ladyweber82@gmail.com
mailto:charjz1948@icloud.com
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  
 

MAY 2019 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«ADDRESS 2» 
«CITY», «ST»   «ZIP» 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:kathy@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

