
 

 

May 2018 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

The Ladies’ Prayer Group meets 
Fridays at 6:45 AM in the Activities 
Center Foyer.  Please contact Karen 
Vejraska (970-242-8904 or email 
kmvejraska@acsol.net) for more 
information. 
 
Thursday, May 3, National Day of 
Prayer. 
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org 
 

 
Mother’s Day, Sunday, 
May 13.  Attend church 

with your mom. 
 

 
will be at ACC 
on Friday, 
May 18.  Call 

1.866.229.0469 to schedule your 
screening.  We have several vouchers 
available.  You need to have the 
voucher before making your 
appointment.  Pick up the voucher in 
the office.  First come, first serve on 
the vouchers.  See the Applet for a 
special offer for ACC members. 
 
Family Health West/Courtyard Care 
Center worship services: 
Sunday, May 27, 3:30 PM. 
Contact Pastor Dan if you can help. 
 
See Camp Christian Schedule on 
page 6. 
 
Donate while you shop:  https://
smile.amazon.com—Amazon donates 
0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Appleton 
Christian Church. 

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Continued on page 4 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, I recently received the 

following email from one of my professors.  Throughout my ministry, I 

have had many discussions with people who have expressed the 

problems (myself included) that Dr. Ahlgrim covers here.  Please pray 

to our Father before you read this that He would show you any 

“technical” issue in your life on which He would like you to work.  

Enjoy, and I love you all, Pastor Dan. 

A few days ago, a pastor buddy surprised me with his confession . . . “I 

flunked Lent!” Here’s the situation: the two of us had just talked about his 

Netflix addiction. While it wasn’t one of the common addictions of our time 

such as alcohol or porn, he did “binge watch” stuff late at night to escape from 

the unrelenting stress of his ministry. He had planned to quit doing that, but 

right after he completed binging on another entire season of a popular comedy, 

The Office, he then started binging on the dark series called Breaking Bad. 

I’ve recently been challenged by a new book, The Tech-Wise Family. Andy 

Crouch writes both candidly and insightfully, suggesting Ten Tech-Wise 

Commitments that his family seeks to practice. Here are the two I found most 

convicting: 

• We are designed for a rhythm of work and rest. So, one hour a day, one 
day a week, and one week a year, we turn off our devices and worship, feast, 
play and rest together. 
• We wake up before our devices do, and they “go to bed” before we do. 
 

Our culture is in crisis, and it’s evident in our own homes. Social media has 

a grip on most all of us. It’s insidious. It’s now come to light that early 

Facebook executives created “short-term, dopamine-driven feedback loops” 

designed to lure people in and hook them. Just as every savvy drug dealer 

knows . . . once you’ve started it’s hard to stop. 

I’m shocked how I fall into this pattern myself. I rarely spend much time on 

Facebook, but when I do I usually linger longer than I ever intended. It’s not 

only a time killer; as many young people have discovered, it doesn’t do 

wonders for your self-esteem either. Someone is always posting pics of an 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

mailto:kmvejraska@acsol.net.?subject=Ladies'%20Prayer%20Group
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org
https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
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I wanted to do a movie preview review.  There is a 
new movie coming out called “Like Arrows”.  I 
recently watched the trailer and want you to know 
that I am pretty excited about getting to watch this 
film.  Following is a description from their own 
website:  http://familylifeministries.org/likearrows/ 
 

 When conflict, rebellion, and 
resentment overwhelm their family, 
Charlie and Alice are forced to rethink 
their parenting strategy. In the process, 
they realize how critical intentionality 
and focus are when shaping and 
molding young lives. FamilyLife’s first 
feature film explores the challenges 
and joys that come with raising 
children. Through a journey that 
unfolds over 50 years, Charlie and 
Alice discover the unmistakable power 
of family. Together, they learn that 
knowing and living by God’s Word is 
what brings transformation and hope to 
any family. 
 Executive produced by Alex and 
Stephen Kendrick, and FamilyLife’s 
Dennis and Barbara Rainey and Bob 
Lepine, the parenting movie LIKE 
ARROWS will release in theaters for 
two nights only, May 1 and May 3. 
LIKE ARROWS casts a powerful vision 
for parents, reminding us that nothing 
is more important for any family than to 
have God and His Word directing our 
lives. The film will release as part of a 
significant new parenting initiative 
called FamilyLife’s Art of Parenting™, 
which will also include a free online 
video series and an eight-session 
small group series. 
 

I plan on attending, if I can get tickets, and wanted to 
invite you to attend as well. If you want to go as a 
group, let me know and we will figure it out.  
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Alan 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 
928-580-9856 

 

Watch the Trailer Here 
 

Get Tickets Here 

Everyone is invited to join us on 

Wednesday evenings at 6:00 for a meal.  

Bible study begins at 7:00.  There is a sign-

up sheet in the Welcome Center to help 

with meals or call Donna Ward, 970-623-

3665.  On May 2, we’ll meet off-campus so 

there will not be a meal that night.  Contact 

Pastor Alan with any questions, 928-580-

9856. 

May 
4-5—Camp Christian Opening 
11-12—Camp Christian Workdays 
13—Mother’s Day 
18—Life Line Screening @ ACC in Activities Center 
18-19—Men’s Camp 
19—Homeward Bound meal service 
20—Graduation Sunday (if we have grads) 
20—Fellowship Meal, Camp-Themed Foods, noon 
27—FHW/CCC Worship Service, 3:30 PM 
28—OFFICE CLOSED for Memorial Day 
June 
See page 6 for Camp Christian Schedule 
17—Father’s Day 
24—Fellowship Meal, meal planned by the guys 

http://familylifeministries.org/likearrows/
https://youtu.be/S5DLx-WN1M4
https://www.fathomevents.com/events/like-arrows
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Dear ACC Family, 
 
Below are notes that I prepared for remarks that I made at 
the end of Sara’s and Paul’s piano recital a few weeks ago.  
I’ve been encouraged by others that perhaps it would be 
worthwhile to share the remarks more broadly.  I hope and 
pray that you’ll be challenged and encouraged by these 
meditations, as I have been: 
 
 Marge Zollner called this morning & told Karen that 
tonight isn’t about music, but about obedience.  We’ve had 
the opportunity to talk and to meditate on that idea a bit 
today. 
 I’ll elaborate briefly on how that applies to Sara and 
Paul in a moment, but first, let’s go back a little way. 
 Not all, but some of the composers whose work 
you’ve heard tonight were Christians.  They obeyed God’s 
call to work hard, to develop the musical gifts He’d given 
them and to write music that reflects His Glory.  They 
obeyed His call to attend to the inspiration that He gave to 
them, and to translate it into the music that still inspires us 
today. 
 Then there was the extraordinarily-gifted young 
woman named Marjorie who had heard for much of her life 
the message of the world:  That young women like her could 
and should make their lives about striking out on their own 
and making names for themselves.  She was headed for the 
Julliard School in New York and a potentially brilliant career 
as a concert pianist, when she heard and obeyed two calls 
from God.  One was to surrender and submit everything 
about her life to the One Eternal, Almighty and Holy God, to 
confess and repent of her sins, and to accept His Grace 
through the Blood of Jesus.  The other was to become a 
humble wife and mother, to give up the dream the world told 
her to follow, and to use her gifts while serving alongside a 
bright, Godly, young attorney who himself later obeyed 
God’s call to ministry.  That eventually led Marjorie to obey 
God’s call again by becoming an extraordinary teacher, but 
not just of music.  Through that obedience, she has taught 
many students, some young, others not so young, the 
techniques and discipline needed to develop the musical 
gifts God has given them.  She also has obeyed God’s call 
to minister to those students and their families by sharing 
the Gospel, and teaching and modeling lessons from His 
word about a life lived in humble submission, integrity and 
obedience to Him. 
 Then, there are Sara and Paul:  First and most 
importantly, they obeyed God’s call to surrender their lives 
to Him, and to accept His free gift of grace.  Second, they, 
like the composers and their teacher before them, have 
obeyed the call to do the hard work necessary to develop 
the gifts with which they’ve been blessed so richly.  They’ve 

obeyed the call of God to persevere in practicing and 
polishing when almost anything else seemed more inviting, 
be it jumping on the trampoline, playing a game, dancing, 
texting a friend, experimenting with a new recipe, reading a 
book, going on a bike ride, even doing homework!  They’ve 
worked and worked, practiced and practiced, polished and 
polished, & even experimented a little while further 
developing the artistic sides of their brains and souls. 
 Last, but anything but least, our Lord and Savior 
Jesus the Christ.  He left the Glory and Majesty of Heaven in 
humble obedience to God the Father.  They both knew that 
there was only one way to redeem the horrible, filthy mess 
that is our world and our race.  That was to enter our world, 
to become one in form with us, to teach us and show us 
how to live, to die the most agonizing death any ever has 
died, to suffer the torments of Hell in our stead, and to rise 
again.  In Gethsemane, knowing the horror of what was to 
come, He expressed His desire, saying, “Abba! Father! All 
things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me”, but 
then He bowed in obedience, saying “yet not what I will, but 
what You will.”  Later, on the cross, in utter agony, feeling 
complete, but necessary abandonment by His Father, he 
cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”, 
but in obedience to the Father’s perfect plan, also said, 
“Father forgive them, for they know not what they do”, and, 
“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”  He is our 
ultimate example of obedience. 
 Tonight, you’ve enjoyed the fruits of a string of 
obedience stretching back over 2000 years.  In a moment, 
you’re invited to enjoy refreshments, snacks and fellowship.  
As you go forward, though, please consider in what areas of 
your life God is calling you to greater obedience.  Is He 
calling you, as He is me, to greater excellence; to do the 
hard work of refining the gifts He’s given to you?  Is He 
calling you, as He is me, to greater obedience and 
submission to the earthly authorities under whom He’s 
placed you?  Does He want you, as He does me, to obey a 
call to greater integrity and sanctification in your life?  Does 
He want you, as He does me, to obey His call to greater 
love, grace and mercy for your fellow sinners?  Does He 
want you, as He does me, to obey His call to share His Good 
News with others in need of it?  Is He calling you to the 
ultimate in obedience?  Have you yet to recognize the 
wretchedness in your life that all of us share?  Have you 
recognized your need for the free gift of Grace that can 
come only from God through the blood of Jesus?  Have you 
accepted that gift and the eternal benefits that go with it?  If 
not, why not do it today?  None of us knows what tomorrow 
will bring. 
 
Mark Vejraska 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appleton’s elders would love to pray for 

you.  Each month at our elders’ meeting (the first 

Monday of each month), we set aside a time 

specifically to share the praises and needs of 

ACC members and others we know.  It is a time 

when we have the opportunity to pray together 

as a group, and to take those praises and needs 

with us for ongoing, individual prayer.  If you 

would like your praises or needs to be included 

in that specific circle of prayer, there are two 

ways to notify us:  One is to mark a prayer 

request as “For Elders” on your prayer card 

during a weekly Sunday worship service.  The 

other is to contact one of the elders in person, by 

phone, or by email message (see page 7 for 

phone numbers and email addresses).  We will 

pray over your request at the first meeting after 

we receive it.  We’re eager to have the 

opportunity to pray as a group for you! 
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exotic vacation or a personal celebration and sometimes we 

feel left out of the party! 

No one wants to be left out of the party! Every time my 

phone dings I wonder what urgent need or opportunity might 

be awaiting! Don’t tell me I’m the only one. In her masterful 

book, The Liturgy of the Ordinary, Tish Harrison Warren tells 

of a disturbing study proving how common my addiction 

happens to be. She writes, “Given the choice, many preferred 

undergoing electric shock to sitting alone with their 

thoughts…. When left alone in an empty room with a 

“shocker” button for up to fifteen minutes, removed from all 

distractions, unable to check their phones or listen to music, 

two-thirds of men and one-fourth of women in the study chose 

to voluntarily shock themselves rather than sit in silence.” 

I love silence, but not for too long. The other day I told Linda 

that I wasn’t going to check any media or messages from 

dinner at night until after morning devotions. I lasted only one 

day! The very next night I was waiting on some important 

emails, so I asked Linda’s permission to check. The following 

night I didn’t even bother to ask, probably because I wanted to 

check on the Denver Broncos latest recruits—and I knew she 

wouldn’t exactly see that as an urgent and important need! 

We can all laugh about our own occasional media 

obsessions. But sadly, the unrelenting distractions are re-

wiring our brains. Microsoft reported that in the year 2000 the 

average attention span was 12 seconds. By the year 2012 it was 

down to 8 seconds. Today we’re all in the company of gold 

fish! We dart from one thing to the next, seldom taking time to 

sit, ponder, pray and confess our need for God to fill the 

emptiness that only He can fill. 

How might God be challenging you to quiet your soul and 

confess your sinful obsessions? 

Grace and Peace, 

Alan Ahlgrim 

Director of Soul Care Covenant Groups 

The Center for Church Leadership 

Diaconate: 

 We will be sponsoring a meal at 

Homeward Bound, 2853 North Ave., on May 

19 (note date change).  We will be serving 

dinner and spending time with the residents.  

What a wonderful way to show the love of 

Christ.  If you have any questions, please call 

Aleta Beaslin, 970-245-5009. 

 The Diaconate meets the second Thursday 

of the month.  May’s meeting will be at 6:30 

PM in the A.R.K. of the Activities Center.  

The Elders have created this 

section of the newsletter to 

keep our members informed of 

some of the events and projects 

on which we are working. 



 

 

Mission of the Month 

Camp Christian 
2915    241 Road 

New Castle, CO 81647 
Phone:  970-984-2211  

Pablo & Teri Mendoza, Camp Directors 
P. O. Box 932 

Clifton, CO 81520 
 

Pablo  970-314-1548 
Teri  970-234-2121 

Home address: 318 29 Road, GJ, CO 81504 
www.campchristiancolorado.org 
youthpastorpcc1777@gmail.com 
terilynnmendoza7@gmail.com 

Birthdays:  Pablo—July 2 
Teri — December 29 

Wedding Anniversary:  June 6 
 

Ministry:  To teach and train campers the way 
of the Lord in a majestic mountain setting.  The 
camp was founded almost 70 years ago and 
today offers camps for youth, families, men and 
women.  The camp is located approximately five 
miles from New Castle, Colorado. The 20-acre 
camp is a beautiful setting with mountains rising 
high above and a creek running right through it.  
Camp Christian has ministered to hundreds of 
young people and families alike over the years, 
leading many to Christ and inspiring some to 
become missionaries or ministers. 
 

Prayer Requests: Please pray for the ongoing 
ministry of Camp Christian and especially for 
the campers, old and young, who are touched by 
this camp. Pray for financial provision for the 
camp as many updates are needed.  Pray for 
safety for all campers, leaders, and helpers.  
Please keep the Board members in your prayers 
as they seek God’s wisdom in running this 
ministry. 

 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old he will not turn from it.”  
Proverbs 22:6 

 
Camp Christian Non-Perishables Request List 

 
8 Cans Green Beans (101 oz. Cans) 
8 Cans Corn (106 oz. Cans) 
8 Cans Fruit Cocktail (106 oz. Cans) 
8 Cans Sliced Peaches (106 oz. Cans) 
8 Cans Pear Halves (105 oz. Cans) 
8 Containers of Apple Sauce (64 oz. Container) 
4 Cans Tomato Sauce (106 oz. Cans) 
8 Cans Baked Beans (117 oz. Cans) 
6 Cans Refried Beans (7 lb. Cans) 
4 Bottles Pace Picante Sauce (138 oz.) 
3 Containers Folgers Coffee (48 oz.) 
2 Boxes Bisquick Pancake Mix (96 oz.) 
30 Boxes of Cake Mix or Boxed Dessert 
15 Boxes of Muffin Mix 
3 boxes Instant Potatoes (3 lb. boxes) 
30-40 Bottles of Juice 
4 Boxes of Ramen Noodles 

Please have to ACC before the Camp work weekend of  
May 11-12. 
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Banquet 
Friday, May 11, 2018 

Speaker:  Father Stephen Imbarrato 

6:00 PM at Immaculate Heart of Mary, 790 26 1/2 Rd 

Tickets:  $20, Students $10, Family with children $50, 
Table of eight $150 

Sponsorships:  Gold $300, Silver $200, Bronze $100   

 

Please bring diapers, formula, baby clothes, etc., for 
The Pregnancy Center and Birthright of Grand 
Junction. 

For more information call 970-245-1743. 

Men’s Gold Rush in 

the San Juan's! 

 

 

Join men from 
churches in New Mexico and Colorado for 
FOUR DAYS in the beautiful San Juan 
Mountains near Eureka, CO.  Beginning 
Thursday, July 19 through Sunday, July 22, 
we’ll be enjoying activities like ATV-ing, 
exploring mines, fishing, and much more.  
If you’ve never been to Gold Rush, please 
contact Steve Moseley, 970-241-9718, to 
receive an information packet.  It includes 
the map and directions to camp as well as 
what to bring. 
 
This year’s speaker is Jim Book, Senior 
Pastor from Kissimmee Christian Church in 
Kissimmee, FL. 

May 4-5 — Camp Opening Weekend 

May 11-12 — Camp Work Weekend 

May 18-19 — Men’s Camp, $25 

May 20 — Registration deadline, $25 late fee if received 

after May 20, $25 discount for each additional sibling 

attending camp. 

June 3-6 — Grades 3-5 Camp, $120 

June 10-14 — Grades 6-8/Middle School Camp, $150 

June 17-22 — High School Camp, $190 (includes whitewater rafting) 

June 28 — Senior Day Camp, free-will offering 

June 29-July 1 — Women’s Camp, $80 

September 28-29 — Camp Shutdown 

You can download registration forms and the brochure from the ACC 

website. 



 

 

First Service Communion Servers 
May 
Joe Zeni 
Dave McIlnay 
Jack Costello 
Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

June 
Craig Spoering 
Steve Moseley 
Saul Tompkins 
Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card 
on Sunday; OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org; 
OR call Paul @242-8904, or Jason 
@314-0456, or Nancy @241-0858. 

 
 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 

May 

6 Kelly Messamer 

13 Jack Costello 

20 Randy Pifer 

27 Doug Steiner 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Scott Draper 250-7261 
swdraper@gmail.com 

Tim Hollett 970-376-5521 
timandsherry88@hotmail.com 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 

Mark Vejraska 242-8904 
kmvejraska@ascol.net 

Kevin Vig 216-7993 
boomer1063@acsol.net 
John Wilson 640-6326 
jewilson@frontier.net 

 
 

 
Diaconate: 

Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 

Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

David McElfresh 719-930-0012 
davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Jennifer Murrell 434-6613 
murrpurr2@bresnan.net 
Mark Murrell 434-6613 
11racer@bresnan.net 

Josh Vig 623-5688 
warrior24@acsol.net 

Donna Ward 623-3665 
wardmom@fruitawireless.com 

Lacey Weber 210-5361 
ladyweber82@gmail.com 

Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 
(no email) 

Communion & Offering Meditation 
First Service      Second Service  
May      May 
 6 Dave Sloan      6 Malinda Lyons 
13 Doug Steiner     13 Doug Steiner 
20 Mark Vejraska     20 Mark Vejraska 
27 Josh Vig     27 Josh Vig 
June      June 
 3 Dan Baker      3 Michael Costello 
10 Scott Draper     10 Scott Draper 
17 David McElfresh    17 David McElfresh 
24 Dave Sloan     24 Nancy Hagerman 

GREETERS 
First Service    Second Service 
May     May 
 6 Kelly Messamer    6 Jenny Nichols  
13 Eldon & Daphne Bevill    13 Doug & Jan Steiner 
20 Mark & Jennifer Murrell   20 Kelly Messamer 
27 Steve & Peggy Moseley    27 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
June     June 
 3 Sandy Calkins     3 Sandy Calkins 
10 Dan & Karen Smith   10 Randy & Beth Pifer 
17 Aleta Beaslin/Barb Robinson  17 Jenny Nichols  
24 Mark & Jennifer Murrell   24 Doug & Jan Steiner 

May Prayer Families 
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6 — Mike & Gloria Hollermeier 
Tim & Sherry Hollett 
13 — Hal Jacobson 

Luann James, Laura Currier 
20 — Jim Kellogg 
Gary & Sonja Kent 

27 — Frank & Shirley Klapal 
Mary Laurienti 
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  
 

MAY 2018  
 

Our Mission 
To grow fully devoted followers of 

Jesus Christ. 
Matthew 28:19-20 

 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

 

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«ADDRESS 2» 
«CITY», «ST»   «ZIP» 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:kathy@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

