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The Friday morning Ladies Prayer 
Group meets from 6:45 to 7:45 in the 
Activities Center foyer.  Questions—
call Karen Vejraska at 970-242-8904 or 
email kmvejraska@acsol.net. 
 
Discipleship groups are in full swing 
here at ACC.  Currently, there are six 
groups meeting at various times during 
the week.  If you’d like to join in, please 
contact Pastor Dan. 
 
GO ONLINE—Amazon donates 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Appleton 
Christian Church.  Check it out here:   
https://smile.amazon.com 

 
 

Stewardship 

Definition 
The process of being responsible with someone else's property while it is entrusted.1  

 

Do you remember the day you walked forward to accept Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior?  Whether it was at church on a Sunday morning, or a Thursday night 
at church camp, there was that moment that you knew it was time to give your life to 
Jesus.  It is so amazing to look back at that time and remember the feeling of love and 
excitement. 

Did you fully realize what it meant when you walked forward that day?  It is a 
trick question of course, because to fully understand something that involves God and 
a complete life with Him is a bit overwhelming.  However, what does it mean to give 
your life to Christ Jesus, to make Jesus Christ Lord of your life? 

In the opening of his letter to the churches in Rome, Paul refers to himself as 
a DOULOS (bond-servant) of Jesus.  W.E. Vine writes, “In calling himself, a ‘bondslave 
of Jesus Christ,’ e.g., Rom. 1:1, the Apostle Paul intimates…that, having been bought 
by Christ, he was now a willing slave, bound to his new Master.”2  To Paul, giving his 
life to Christ, meant just that, giving his LIFE to Christ. 

In Galatians 2:20, Paul wrote, “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless, I live; 
yet not I, but Christ lives in me.”  In looking at this passage, Oswald Chambers wrote, 
“These words mean the breaking of my independence with my own hand and 
surrendering to the supremacy of the Lord Jesus.  No one can do this for me, I must do 
it myself. ”3    

The hymns we sing, “I have decided to follow Jesus…no turning back…” and 
“All to Jesus, I surrender, All to Him I freely give,” clearly support the Biblical 
understanding of giving our LIVES to Jesus.  Not a part, but the whole. 

When we walked forward and gave our lives to Christ, making Jesus our 
personal Lord and Savior, we became His…and from that moment on, whether we 
realized that or not, we became stewards of someone else’s property.  Now, the 
question is…are we being Good Stewards of our lives for Christ? 

As we go through our study of many of the Parables of Jesus found in the 
book of Luke, I challenge each of us to reflect on Jesus’ words and whether we are 
being Good Stewards of His life in us. 

Oswald Chambers wrote, “The passion of Christianity is that I deliberately 
sign away my own rights and become a bond-slave of Jesus Christ.  Until I do that, I 
do not begin to be a saint…Is he going to help Himself to us, or are we taken up with 
our conception of what we are going to be?4  

 
I love you all, Dan 
 
 
 

1 David Witthoff, ed., The Lexham Cultural Ontology Glossary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014). 
2 W.E. Vine and F.F. Bruce, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Old Tappan NJ: Revell, 

1981), 139. 
3 Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest: Selections for the Year (Grand Rapids, MI: Oswald Chambers 

Publications; Marshall Pickering, 1986). 
4 Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest: Selections for the Year (Grand Rapids, MI: Oswald Chambers 

Publications; Marshall Pickering, 1986). 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

Our Mission 
To grow fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Monday May 29, Office Closed 

Sunday, May 14 

See inside for our 

graduates names and 

dates. 
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Once again, we have had tragedy strike in the high 
schools of our valley.  More young people have lost hope and 
taken their lives.  It brings sadness, frustration, questions, and 
fear.  What can we do about this?  What can I do about this? 

As I have worked with, prayed for, studied about, and 
taught youth in the church, I have discovered how amazing 
young people are.  They are kind, compassionate, intelligent, 
and fun.  I have also seen how hungry they are for something 
to make sense of the world around them.  They long for 
meaning.  They are desperate for true hope. 

Let’s face it, hope is hard to find in this world.  Many 
adults have put their hope in the economy, or politics, or 
security.  Our youth, however, have grown up with failing 
economies, political turmoil, and constant terrorist threats.  We 
used to be able to be afraid and say that it will get better 
tomorrow.  But to today’s youth, the future doesn’t seem that 
bright.  So, what is left for them if they can’t even rely on the 
idea that tomorrow will be better?  The world says that living 
for happiness in the now is the answer. 

Our youth, like many adults, pursue happiness by 
worldly means – shopping, entertainment, sex, social media – 
all of which end up undermining true happiness.  None can 
provide lasting happiness or satisfaction.  In the end, the 
happiness the world offers is, at best, a brief escape from 
reality. 

Given these circumstances, it’s no surprise that 
today’s youth are restless, insecure, jaded, and desperately 
searching for meaning for all the suffering they see, meaning 
for why they exist.  They are asking, where are meaning and 
hope found?  As a believer, we know the answer.  Meaning 
and hope are found only in Jesus. 

I am fully convinced that what today’s youth need 
most is the gospel of Christ Jesus.  He is the one whom the 
fullness of God is found, and he is the one in whom we are 
filled (Col. 2:9-10).  Moreover, he is the one who gives 
meaning to this life. 

Jesus didn’t come to escape the world but to redeem 
it.  The gospels reveal that Jesus brings redemption to this 
world by overcoming illness, evil, and sin.  Amazingly, the 
message of the gospel is that we are transferred into Jesus’ 
kingdom of redemption and the forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:13-
14), a kingdom we pray comes “on earth as it is in 
heaven” (Matt. 6:10).  It is a kingdom of meaning for today that 
heals the broken and strengthens the tempted as they live in 
this world. 

This is the hope the youth are seeking, and we the 
church, are God’s instrument to share that hope.  Please pray 
with me for the youth of this valley.  Pray for the church as 
well.  Pray that as all of us minister to this generation starving 
for meaning, we won’t lose sight of the reality that what the 
youth of this world need most of all is Jesus. 

Pastor Alan Dyson 

May  

  3 Life in 6 Words 

10 Life in 6 Words 

17 Youth Group Gathering 

24 Life in 6 Words 

31 Life in 6 Words 

Wednesdays at 6:00 PM.  See you there! 

Youth must have a physical prior to attending Camp 
Christian.  You can get a physical at your family doctor or 
at ACC on May 6 (see below).  The camp website is NOT 
ready for online registration.  Please use the paper forms 
available at the churches.  Registration is due by May 15th.  
Late registrations will include a fee of $25.  There is a 

discount of $25 for each additional sibling attending camp. 

Camp physicals will be at ACC on Saturday, May 6, from 
11 AM to 12:30 PM.  No lunch will be served.  The cost is 
$10. Students' and sponsors' registration forms must be 
filled out completely and immunization records present 
for the doctor to sign off on your paperwork.  You can 
get your immunization records from your doctor or the 
Mesa County Health Department.  Please get these prior 
to the physical date.  Please wear T-shirt & shorts for your 
exam.  Forms must be filled out completely.  We have 
been notified that if the state does an audit during any 
camp and finds incomplete registration forms that child will 
be sent home and quite possibly the camp shut down due 
to numerous, previous violations of incomplete registration 
forms.  Questions regarding camp, contact Pablo Mendoza, 
314-1548.  Questions regarding camp physical day, contact 

ACC office, 242-7380, Monday-Thursday, 8 am - 1 pm. 



 

 

An Encouraging Word 
from Scott Thompson 
 
 It really doesn’t seem like you have to look 
very hard to find tragedy, disaster, and calamity.  I 
turned on the news this morning to learn tensions 
are rising in Korea, a small Iranian boat tried to 
provoke a US Destroyer, the fellow from “the 
Bachelor” hit and killed a farmer on a tractor, and 
someone killed two dogs on Orchard Mesa and left 
them on the railroad tracks, and South Carolina is 
flooding.  When I checked Facebook I witnessed a 
group of Somali pirates attempt to capture a 
container ship, only to be fired on by security 
forces. 
 To some this might appear that our world is 
turning upside down or inside out!  The Bible tells 
us in Colossians 3:1-2, “Since you have been 
raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the 
realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of 
honor at God’s right hand.  Think about the things 
of heaven, not the things of earth.”  This might 
seem we are not to be concerned about current 
affairs…not at all, it means we are not to be 
consumed by them, we are to be consumed with 
heaven and Christ.  Psalm 83:18 proclaims, “Then 
they will learn that you alone are the Lord, that you 
alone are the Most High, supreme over all the 
earth.”  Truly, our God has got this!  God is not 
bothered by pain, fazed by the economy, 
disturbed by the weather, elections do not 
define him, diseases don’t infect him, and 
death cannot claim him!  Ephesians 3:20 says, 
“Now glory to God, who is able, through his mighty 
power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely 
more than we might ask or think.” 
 It amazes me that the scripture quoted 
above states that “through his mighty power at 
work within us.”  The God we serve puts a lot of 
faith in us to let his mighty power work within us.  
Instead of worrying about the state of the world we 
need to be praying with the power that is within us, 
for our world, our leaders, and our part in the whole 
equation!  As I stated above “our God has got this,” 
and he has chosen to use…us! 
 Friends, I encourage you to take stock of the 
work God has entrusted to us, the faith he has in 
us, and seek his guidance for your part in his work.  
It might seem as if the whole world is coming apart 
but our God has a plan to work it out.  He needs 
each of us to do our part! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

May 5-6—Men’s Retreat at Camp Christian 
May 6—Physicals for Camp, 
      11 AM-12:30 PM in Activities Center 
May 13—Camp Workday at Camp Christian 
May 14—Mother’s Day 
May 15—Camp Registration Due, $25 late fee 
May 15-20—Graduation Week, see calendar 
May 27—Camp Workday at Camp Christian 
May 29—Office Closed for Memorial Day 
 
June 4-7—Grades 3, 4, & 5 Camp 
June 11-15—Grades 6, 7, & 8 Camp 
June 18—Father’s Day 
June 18-23—Senior High Camp 
 
July 20-23—Men’s Gold Rush 
July 28-30—Women’s Camp 
July 30—5th Sunday Rally & BBQ 
 
August 11—Youth Pool Party 



 

 

Mission of the Month 

Jennifer Harper 

Wycliffe Bible Translators 
 

PO Box 953 

Jos, Plateau State 

Nigeria 

Forwarding Agent:  Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Acct: 270540 

PO Box 62820 

Orlando, FL 32862-8200 

Email: jennifer_harper@sil.org 

Birthday: July 26 
 

Ministry:  Jennifer works among a predominately Muslim 

group with a team that is doing Bible Translation (BT), 

Literacy and Scripture Impact activities. The team makes the 

translated Scripture accessible to the group in various media 

(print, audio, etc.) and teaches them to study it – trusting that its 

message will radically transform lives!  Jennifer has completed 

her Masters in Hebrew and returned to Nigeria August 29, 

2013.   

 

Prayer Requests:  To love God with our all in Christ’s power!  

From him, through him to him are ALL things… Our LIFE, our 

JOY, our PURPOSE are all wrapped up in GOD.  She thanks 

GOD that WE journey with her — pray with Jennifer for the 

big things and the small!  Pray for God’s mercy to use the 

knowledge gained while attaining the Master’s degree.  Pray 

for God to protect Jennifer and the team from the political 

unrest that continues to plague the country. 

WHOLE TEAM:  Sensitivity to God’s leading and loving 

presence.  Protection, progress, provision and right priorities in 

OT translation, Scripture Impact and Literacy promotion. 

COUNTRY:  Cessation of violence and growth of real healing 

and solutions that will bring lasting deep peace. Growth of a 

mature Body of believers rooted in real understanding and 

application of the Word.  

SPECIAL FOCUS:  Aware that our actions flow from our 

character, Jennifer asks us to pray that God will make the 

Christ-like traits below hers as well.  We should apply them to 

every specific challenge we know she is facing this year:  

Passion.  Courage.  Faithfulness.  Diligence.  Kindness.  

Obedience.  Honesty.  Humility.  Purity. 

 

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  

Jesus said to him, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the 

first and greatest commandment.  The second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’  All the law and the prophets 

depend on these two commandments.”  Matthew 22:36-40 

 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight,  so that you may be 

able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless 

until the day of Christ,  filled with the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory  

and praise of God.”  Philippians 1:9-11 
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Benjamin Costello 
Palisade High School 
May 15, 2017 
6:30 PM 
Stocker Stadium 
 
Grady Lee Palmer 
Grand Junction HS 
May 16, 2017 
8:30 PM 
Stocker Stadium 
 
Alexis Biskupski 
Grand River Academy 
May 18, 2017 
10:00 AM 
Avalon Theater 
 
Paul Vejraska 
Vejraska Home School 
May 20, 2017 
1:00 PM 
Victory Life Church 

May Graduates 

We are honoring our Graduates 
on Sunday, May 21 during both 

services. 



 

 

May 

Open Spot 

Open Spot 

Open Spot 

Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

June 

Joe Zeni 

Dave McIlnay 

Jack Costello 

Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

Second Service Greeters First Service Greeters 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests, 

Please include on your 
communication/prayer card on 

Sunday; OR email 
prayers@appletonchristian.org; OR 
call Pam Bourdette @639-9421, OR 

Paul Vejraska @242-8904, OR  
Marcia Williams @639-2359. 

 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 

May 
7—Josh Vig 

14—Randy Pifer 

21—Scott Thompson 

28—Kevin Vig 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 
Elders: 

elders@appletonchristian.org 
Dan Baker 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 
Scott Draper 250-7261 
swdraper@gmail.com 

Tim Hollett 970-376-5521 
timandsherry88@hotmail.com 

Merle Miller 242-5057 
mmi9704031@aol.com 
Doug Steiner 250-9900 

djsteiner@acsol.net 
Scott Thompson 644-1242 

sscdthompson@yahoo.com 
Mark Vejraska 242-8904 
kmvejraska@ascol.net 

 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

David McElfresh 719-930-0012 
davidrmack@hotmail.com 

Ellie Morris 210-0677 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 

Steve Morris 210-5405 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 

Jennifer Murrell 434-6613 
murrpurr2@bresnan.net 
Mark Murrell 434-6613 
11racer@bresnan.net 
Kevin Vig 523-9037 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 
charlottezangerle@gmail.com 

First Service Communion Servers 

May 

  7 Doug & Jan Steiner 

14 Randy & Beth Pifer 

21 Kelly Messamer 

28 Jenny Nichols 

June 

  4 Scott & Connie Thompson 

11 Randy & Crystal Brew 

18 Doug & Jan Steiner 

25 Kelly Messamer 

May 

  7 Mark Vejraska 

14 Dan Baker 

21 Scott Draper 

28 Merle Miller 

June 

  4 Scott Draper 

11 Josh Vig 

18 Dave Sloan 

25 Scott Thompson 

 

First Service Communion 

& Offering Meditation 

May 

  7 Mark Vejraska 

14 Michael Costello 

21 Scott Draper 

28 Merle Miller 

June 

  4 Scott Draper 

11 Josh Vig 

18 Nancy Hagerman 

25 Scott Thompson 

 

May 

  7 Charlotte Zangerle 

14 Joel & Marcia Williams 

21 Kelly Messamer 

28 Steve & Peggy Moseley 

June 

  4 Jane Sloan 

11 Mark & Jennifer Murrell 

18 Steve & Pam Bourdette 

25 Charlotte Zangerle 

7—David & Lorna McIlnay 

Ron Calkins & Sandy Meade-Calkins 

14—Cimaron & Anya Mendoza 

Kelly & Kathy Messamer 

21—Merle & Judy Miller 

Michael & Andrea Miller 

28—Leon & Marti Moore 

Sherman & Iris Moore 

May Prayer Families Second Service Communion 

& Offering Meditation 
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 

wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 

or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the subject line.  Thank you. 

Appleton Christian Church 

The Apple Press 

2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO 81505 

May 2017May 2017May 2017   
 
Our MissionOur MissionOur Mission   

To grow fully devoted To grow fully devoted To grow fully devoted 

followers of Jesus Christ.followers of Jesus Christ.followers of Jesus Christ.   

Matthew 28:19Matthew 28:19Matthew 28:19---202020   

 

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship 
9:30 AM A.C.E. ( A pple ton C hr is t i an Ed uca ti on)  

Connect with us: 

 

970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, 

or Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests,  

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

 

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 
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