
 

   

June 2021 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

  

   

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, as I read Ephesians 4:11-13 I am convicted of my role as a minister of 
the Gospel of Christ to help grow the church.  Unfortunately, the idea of growing the church has been misun-
derstood and misapplied.  
 
Paul writes to the leaders in the church in Ephesus, “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be proph-
ets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13) 
 
I am so blessed to be a part of Appleton Christian Church. I have watched so many of you taking on new op-
portunities in ministry and through them you have grown, and the church has grown together. Recently in a 
meditation by J.D. Walt, I was reminded of how far we have come in the last five years and how the leadership 
in the church has been focusing on the right things.  I was encouraged by the meditation and I wanted to share it 
with you… 
 
I love you all, Dan 

Growing Churches That Don’t Grow People 
 

Philippians 3:15-16 

All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, 

that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

CONSIDER THIS 

Mature. It’s a word we don’t really get too well. We see movies advertised for “mature audiences,” which pre-

sumably means children shouldn’t see it but it’s okay for adults because they have already seen it all. They 

make dog food for mature dogs, which means they are old. 

When Paul says “mature,” he uses the Greek word teleios. In studying the Bible we can get a fuller sense of 

how a writer is using a term by seeing how and where he uses it in other places in the Bible and also how other 

speakers or writers use the term. That’s where this gets interesting. This little word, teleios, is used by Jesus in 

one of the most challenging texts in all of Scripture: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is per-

fect” (Matt. 5:48).   

To be perfect does not mean perfection as we commonly think of the term. It means to be mature, possessed by 

a love of another magnitude of order—the very love of God. 

Continued p. 2 
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Hear Paul in his letter to the Hebrews: “Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be 

taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in 

God” (6:1). 

And to the Ephesians: “until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become ma-

ture, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (4:13). 

And to the Corinthians: “We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this 

age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing” (1 Cor. 2:6). 

We could go on and cite references to the Romans and the Colossians and Galatians and so on. You get the point. 

Paul did not measure church growth by numbers. He measured it by maturity. 

We mostly get it backward today. Our primary question is: How do we grow the church. The real question is: How 

does the Holy Spirit grow people? As a consequence, we have nearly mastered the art of growing churches that don’t 

grow people. We get people busy in all manner of Christian activity, but when it comes to measuring the maturity of 

people, we have no metrics. And, as they say, we manage what we measure. 

What if, instead of asking how do we get people to come to church or how we get people to come back or how do we 

get people involved or assimilated or tithing or in a home group or in Sunday school or going on a mission trip or 

what we want people to know. . . . what if we asked much deeper questions, the kinds of question Jesus might ask?   

Who do we want people to become? How would we know if we became it? What are the markers of mature faith? 

Who in our midst shows forth the qualities of perfect love in their lives? 

I’ve said it before and I won’t stop saying it, but the primary reason we are arrested in our maturity is we don’t have 

the kinds of relationships it takes to grow us into maturity. Mature faith and character simply do not happen alone.  

THE PRAYER 

Abba Father, we thank you for your Son, Jesus, who is the exact image of God, the perfect representation of your 

being in human form. His life shows us what a real mature human being actually is and your Spirit makes it possible 

for us to live as such. Shake us free from our crowd-based self-satisfied mediocrity. We want to be real Christians. 

We pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 

THE QUESTIONS 

1. How do you define the marks of mature and maturing faith? 

2. Who do you think of as a mature follower of Jesus? What makes that so?  

3. On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 1 being infantile and 10 being saintly), where do you place yourself on the spectrum, 

and what words would you use to classify it? 

 

For the Awakening, 

J.D. Walt Sower-in-Chief 

seedbed.com 
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Have you ever been reading the Bible and come across a verse that smacks you right between 
the eyes? If your answer is “no,” I would encourage you to read your Bible more. If “yes” then 
you may understand what happened to me last month. I was doing a morning read through the 
proverbs with my family when I read Proverbs 26:13. Of course I have read this verse before, 
but for reasons I will explain, this day, it hit me like a ton of bricks. If you have not already 
looked it up, here it what is says, “The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road! There is a lion 
in the streets!” 
 
It may be obvious, but the basic point of the passage is that the sluggard (sometimes translated 
lazy, other times idle) imagines danger all around. This danger once imagined is not investigat-
ed, but used as an excuse to not get going on the things that need to get done.   
 
Why did this impact me? I realized that  I have been living with an incredible amount of fear in 
my personal, relational, and ministerial life. There were things that I know I needed to change, 
things that needed to get done, but when I would think about those things, immediately I would 
have my mind filled with a million reasons why those things would not work or would turn out 
badly. There were lions all around me.  
 
I am not sure where this fear came from. It seems like there are things, both real and imagined, 
that are fear inducing in the world right now. Some fear is legitimate, but the fear I am talking 
about is the imagined fear that anchored me to the spot and kept me from making forward mo-
mentum in the various aspects of my life. However, that morning as I read with my family, I re-
alized that the fears in my life were mostly imaginary lions in the road. I had been sabotaging 
my goals and truthfully living in disobedience due to these false fears. The words from Proverbs 
opened my eyes and challenged me in ways I had not been challenged in a great while.  
 
Since that day, one month ago, I have been doing my best to examine the fears I have and truly 
figuring out if those fears are real or imaginary. I have committed to moving forward in areas I 
need to grow in, even though the fear still comes up when I do. Everyday, I am trying to grow 
into a better father, husband, friend, and minister. I know I have a long way to go, and I will 
mess up at times, but I wanted to share with you this struggle because as I have talked with 
some about it, it has been becoming evident that I am not alone in this struggle. How many 
things in your life have you put off doing because of fear? How many conversations never are 
had because they will be hard? How many times have you failed to love more deeply for fear of 
rejection? How much fear is there in the raising of your children, the leading of the family, the 
work of your hands? How many times have you had an idea for ministry in the church, but it 
never happened because you were afraid of the push back that might occur or 
that fear that it might fail? If I answer these questions truthfully,      

The Elders have created this section 

of the newsletter to keep our 

members informed of some of the 

events and projects on which we are 

working. 

Continued p. 4 
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I am not excited by what I see.  
So, what do we do? 
 
First, we pray. I have come to trust more deeply 
that prayer, when directed towards the God of the 
Bible, is powerful and effective. Not just an aca-
demic belief, but a belief in the core of my being 
that prayer can and will make a dramatic difference 
in my life and in the circumstances I find myself 
in. Second, we remember that the God who knows 
the number of hairs on our head, and provides all 
we need, is the same god who shut the mouth of 
real lions, who conquers foes, and who works 
things out for the good for those who love him. 
Third, we trust that obedience to God is the ulti-
mate success in our life. Whether we see success in 
the ways we desire or not, if we are obedient to 
God, we will be eternally successful. I am sure that 
there are a lot more things we can do to move for-
ward, but like I said, I have only been working on 
this for a month. So please, if you have also dealt 
with this or have advice or encouragement, please 
let me know. You can email me pas-
toralan@appletonchristian.org or talk to me at 
church. I look forward to seeing what living with 
less fear is like, and if I can help you let me know. 
 

Blessings, 
Alan    
 

 

 

 
June 
 
7– Elder meeting, 6:30 PM 
10– Building in use, 10-2:00 PM 
10- Diaconate meeting, 6:30 PM 
13– Mission Team meeting 
14– Life Line Screening, 8-5:00 PM 
17– Biblical Citizenship Class, 6-8:00 PM 
19– Meal Prep class, 10-12:00 PM 
20– Appleton Care meeting, 12:00 PM 
28– Building in use, 7-9:00 PM 
 

Camp Schedule, page 5 
 

8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 AM Worship Services 
(Mask only 9:15 in WC) 

 
• Sunday 9:30 AM, adult class 
• Sunday, 6:00 PM, youth group 
• Tuesday, 6:00 PM, Meal before classes 
• Tuesday, 6:30 PM, Men’s Bible Study,  
      AC, Contact Michael Costello, 970-260-6261 
• Tuesday, 6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study, 

WC, Contact Kari Dyson, 928-581-2735 
 

Office hours: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM, M-Th. 
 
July 
4– Independence Day 
5- Elder meeting, 6:30 PM 
6- Building in use 9-1:00 PM 
8– Senior Day at Camp Christian 
8– Building in use, 10-2:00 PM 
8– Diaconate meeting 
11– Mission team meeting 
15– Biblical Citizenship Class, 6-8:00 PM 
16-18—Women’s Camp (Camp Christian) 
19– Building in use, 6-9:00 PM 
26– Building in use, 7-9:00 PM 
 
For more information on any event, go to our website and 

click on calendar.   Then click on the event to get more 
information. 

http://www.appletonchristian.org/
calendar 

mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar
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From Ed McClure 
 
Mi pensador de Gramatica, 
 
Salvation is a preservation or rescue from destruction or failure or danger. 
Psalm 38:22 Make haste to help me, O lord my salvation (rescue). 
1 Peter 1:9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
     I think of it like this, it is like going to the landfill and finding a chair that someone has discarded as 
being of little value.  You take it home.  You scrape off the old paint, sand it until it is smooth.  You re-
place any dowels needing replaced, reglue the joints.  If needed you sand it again if it is a needed chair.  
You then paint or varnish the chair making it once again a udeful piece of furniture for use. 
     God saw us in the landfill of sin.  He took us out of the mire and rot we were living in. Romans 3:23.  
For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  He sent his Son to rescue us Romans 5:8, But 
God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us! 
     God then uses His word to sand, varnish, fine tune us to His will so we can be something useful for 
God.   
Hebrews 12:6 for the Lord disciplines the one He loves and punishes every son He receives. 
     Unlike the chair that has no say in what we do to it; we have a say in what God does for us.  
We can either accept the resuce (salvation) he offers or we can reject it. 
 

FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE, WE WILL BE 
COLLECTING TOYS:  SMALL DOLLS, JUMP 
ROPES, BALLS/PUMPS, KAZOO’S, ETC. 

 

CAMP CHRISTIAN SCHEDULE FOR 2021 
(970-984-2211 camp phone) 

 
 
June 
June 6-9 Grades 3-5, Clifton Christian Church  
June 9-12 Grades 3-5, Clifton Christian Church 
June 13-16, Junior High, Northeast Christian Church 
June 20-23, Senior High Camp, Northeast Christian Church 
June 23-26, Junior High, Clifton Christian Church 
June 28-July 1, Senior High, Clifton Christian Church 
 
Camp is $140 per session  (contact Alan for information) 
 
July 8, Senior Citizens Camp, Merle Miller, no charge, 9-4 
 
July 16-18 Women’s Camp, Led by Cheryl Ritchie, $80 
(Contact Angie Templeton 970-250-6588) 
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Michael Hernandez, Chaplain  
Email: mesacountyjailministry@gmail.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MesaCJMinistry 
 Mailing Address: 2536 Rimrock Avenue, Suite 400-171;  

Grand Junction, CO 81505 Office: 970-244-3351  
Chaplain Hernandez Cell: 720-498-7944  

Birthdays: Michael—June 22  
Wedding Anniversary: April 6 

 
 

Ministry:  The mission of the Mesa County Jail Ministry is to bring the healing power and grace 
of Jesus Christ to broken relationships with God, with family, and with community.  Because we 
live in a sin-racked world, all our relationships are broken to varying degrees.  Yet in spite of our 
brokenness, God invites each of us to follow Christ's example of love, and empowered by the Ho-
ly Spirit to participate in His work of healing and redemption. 
 
As Jesus took the initiative in seeking the lost, our ministry accepts the responsibility to actively 
seek those who are in need of hope.  Our goal is to accept people where they are in their spiritual 
journey, providing grace where less-than-perfect people participate in His acceptance, and for-
giveness.   
 
 
Prayer Requests:  We ask that you be in prayer for the support of this ministry, for our Chaplain 
and for ALL the dedicated Volunteers that serve in this ministry.  Our needs are little, our respon-
sibility great.  Prayer for the spiritual battle; paper-backed Christian books; and funds to support 
the Chaplain’s position, purchase bibles, reading glasses, and instructional materials.  

 
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH 

mailto:mesacountyjailministry@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/MesaCJMinistry
http://www.facebook.com/MesaCJMinistry
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JUNE MISSION OF THE MONTH  

 

 

Camp Christian  
2915 241 Road New Castle, CO 81647  

Phone: 970-984-2211 P.O. Box 932 Clifton, CO 81520  
Bob & Jacque Harper, Camp Directors 972-841-5093- 

Bob 972-841-3539-Jacque  
www.campchristiancolorado.org  

 
 

Ministry: To teach and train campers the way of the Lord in a majestic mountain 
setting. The camp was founded almost 70 years ago and today offers camps for 
youth, families, men and women. The camp is located approximately five miles 
from New Castle, Colorado. The 20-acre camp is a beautiful setting with moun-
tains rising high above and a creek running right through it. Camp Christian has 
ministered to hundreds of young people and families alike over the years, lead-
ing many to Christ and inspiring some to become missionaries or ministers. 

 
Prayer Requests: Please pray for the ongoing ministry of Camp Christian and 
especially for the campers, old and young, that are touched by this camp. Pray 
for financial provision for the camp as many updates are needed. Pray for safety 
for all campers, leaders and helpers. Please keep the Board members in your 
prayers as they seek God’s wisdom in running this ministry. 
 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn 

from it.” Proverbs 22:6 
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ALWAYS REMEMBER TO 
PRAY FOR: 

 
 
 
 

• GRAND JUNCTION, FRUITA, PALISADE, CLIFTON, AND  
       ORCHARD MESA COMMUNITIES 

• THE STATE OF COLORADO 

• THE GOVERNMENT 

• OUR COUNTRY, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
 
 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Prayer card on Sunday (check the box 
to be included in the weekly email 

distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org  
office@appletonchristian.org 

OR call 
Nancy 970-241-0858 or  

Michael H. 720-498-7944  

 
For shut-in communion,  

please call 242-7380 during office 
hours or contact person listed below: 

 
June Teams 

          6– Kugler/Messamer 

                  13– Vig/Steiner 

 20-Baker/Costello 

27– Dyson/Easlick 

     

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 
 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

 
Dan Baker 822-2717 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 
 

Michael Costello 260-6261 
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org 

 
Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 
 

Saul Tompkins 261-8712 
saultompkins@me.com 

 
Kevin Vig 216-7993 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
 

John Wilson 640-6326, Chair 
jewilson@frontier.net 

 
 

 
Diaconate: 

Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 

 
Barb Easlick 330-417-0617 

barbeaslick@gmail.com 
 

Nancy Hagerman 241-0858 
hagerman@acsol.net 

 
Malinda Lyons 245-5632 

lyo582@yahoo.com 
 

Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733 
damjammin2000@yahoo.com 

 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 

 
Barb Robinson 208-4981 
canyonrn49@gmail.com 

 
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair 

warrior24@acsol.net 
 

Donna Ward 623-3665 
wardmom@fruitawireless.com 

 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
 

Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 
charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 

First Service   Second Service                                

 June                          June 
6-John Wilson   6-Jenny Nichols 
13-Alan Dyson    13-Alan Dyson 
20-Heidi Waggoner  20-Josh Vig 
27-Saul Tompkins   27-Dan Baker 

              July               July 
4-Alan Dyson   4-Jenny Nichols 
11-Levi Willis   11-Levi Willis 
18-Heidi Waggoner  18-Josh Vig 
25-John Wilson   25-Ed McClure 
   

GREETERS   
First Service        Second Service     

     June                                  June 

6-Keith Kump     6-Ed McClure 
13-Jim Rogers     13-Kathy/Kelly Messamer 
20-Charlotte Zangerle    20-Yvette Caldwell 
27-Barb Robinson      27-Cris Hoche 

        July                 July 

4-Keith Kump     4-Connie/Louis Martinez 
11– Jim Rogers     11-Debbie McDonald 
18-Wanda Archer     18-Jeanne Baker 
25-Heidi Waggoner    25-Donna Jean Ganss 

 

June Prayer Families  
 

6-Chuck Ackerman 

Linda Acosta and Ruben Acosta 

13-Wanda Archer 

Albert Atkinson 

20-Katie Baker 

Dan and Jeanne Baker 

27– John Ball 

Greg and Terry Ballegeer 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:boomer1063@acsol.net
mailto:jewilson@frontier.net
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  
 

 JUNE 2021 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

8:00, 9:15, 10:30 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonechange@appletonchristian.org.   

 

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

