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grow fully devoted  

followers of Jesus Christ. 
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January 2023 

 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I am so blessed by those of you who find interesting articles and even fun stories and comics and share them 
with me.  The following article was sent to me by Jack Costello and after I read it, I wanted to share it with 
you all. 
As believers in Jesus Christ, we know that the Lord brings to us peace, joy, strength, and purpose. All of 
these are extremely important and bless us beyond our full understanding.  We also know that those who do 
not have Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior will not have the peace, joy, strength, and purpose that only he 
can give. 
In this article by Holland McKinnie, the author gives amazing information that I believe we can use to help 
those families around us that are struggling. In a culture that is increasingly hostile to Christian beliefs, 
Proverbs 22:6 (“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from 
it.”) becomes increasingly important. 
Enjoy the article and pray how God can use it in the lives of those around you.  I love you all, Dan 

 
The Link Between Unhappy Children and Declining Church Attendance 

HOLLAND MCKINNIE Published: December 30, 2022 
     An article published in The Federalist on Wednesday by Mary Rose Kulczak takes direct aim at the core 
reason many American children are having such a difficult time adjusting to life in the 2020s. She notes that 
while most mainstream health experts rightly point to the harm caused by COVID-19 lockdowns, masking 
and school closures, the rapid decline of church attendance is undoubtedly having a significant adverse 
effect on kids. 
     Kulczak points out that the fastest-growing religious group in the U.S. in recent years has been the 
“nones,” or those who have no religious affiliation at all. This is because the new American generation of 
parents grew up not attending worship services, and they are raising their own children in the same way. 
She argues that the “nones” have been conditioned to believe they are “fine without church and worship and 
religious instruction and institutions, thank you very much,” although they are demonstrably not alright. 
Parents are told to embrace childhood preferences on quirky things like pronouns and reinforce every  
behavior with positive affirmation and “acceptance through self-esteem workshops.” To the extent that  
children are not overwhelmed with sports, dance, school clubs and the like, they are allowed to  
“self-medicate with hours spent on social media.” 
     Studies demonstrate that even in the third decade of the twenty-first century, kids who attend weekly  
worship services make better grades, score higher on standardized tests, graduate on time more often and are 
more likely to earn a college degree. 
     Nevertheless, surveys also show that parents who do not take their children to church often say they do 
not do so because their kids don’t want to go. Kulczak observes that many times, a parent’s willingness to 
grant their children such an absolute veto goes along with their desire to sleep in on the weekend. 
Kulczak cites a 2018 study published by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health that reported the 
tangible benefits children enjoy when they attend church weekly. Such children have much higher rates of 
happiness and life satisfaction when they reach adulthood. They also have lower rates of depression and  
illegal drug use while having higher rates of community involvement and feelings of a sense of life purpose. 
Young adults who have grown up without church as a life option more often end up going to therapists and 
pharmacists as the only alternative they identify. 
     While Kulczak laments the disadvantage kids face in developing mental and spiritual health when they do 
not have an active faith-based life, she offers hope for all parents by putting “a new priority on the family 
calendar every Sunday.” 
https://freedompress.com/the-link-between-unhappy-children-and-declining-church-attendance/) 

https://freedompress.com/the-link-between-unhappy-children-and-declining-church-attendance/)
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Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

Monthly at a Glance 
 

January 2023 
 
2-Office closed 
3-NO Family Night or Bible Studies  
4-Staff meeting, 10:00 AM  
8-Mission Team Meeting 
9-Elder’s Meeting, 6:30 PM 
10-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM 
14-Meal Prep, 10:00 AM—12 noon 
17-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM 
24-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM  
25-New GriefShare Class, 1:00 PM—3:00 PM 
31-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL MEETING ON  

JANUARY 22, 2023 

 
WEEKLY 

• Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM Worship Service  
• Staff meetings, Tuesday, 1:00 PM 
• Tuesday 6:00 PM meal, 6:30 PM Family Night,  
       Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies starting 1/10 
• Wednesday 1:00 -3:00 PM, GriefShare starting 1/25 
 
 

February 2023 
 
6– Elder’s Meeting, 6:30 PM 
7-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM 
8-GriefShare, 1:00 PM –3:00 PM 
11-Meal Prep, sign up by Feb. 5 
12-Mission Team meeting, 12:00 PM 
14-Valentine’s Day  
14-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM 
15-GriefShare, 1:00 PM –3:00 PM 
21-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM 
22-GriefShare, 1:00 PM –3:00 PM 
28-Family Night, Bible Studies 6:30 PM, meal 6:00 PM 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
-we have a website?  
At https://www.appletonchristian.org/ 
you can access all kinds of information? Photos of 
past events; the monthly calendar; The Apple 
Press newsletter; contact information; previous 
sermons; and information about the missionaries 
ACC supports.  
You can even donate to ACC online!  
-that when you look at our online calendar (see 
website), if you click on a specific event you can 
get more information.  
-we have a Welcome Center? All kinds of  
information: directories; missionary prayer  
planners; a current newsletter (or ask to be added 
to the email list); Daily Bread devotionals 
(available in large print also); bookmarks with  
elder and diaconate contact information; and ACC 
pens. Also, this is where all of our sign up sheets 
are.  
-we have classes 
-Adult Sunday School classes at 9:30 AM  
-Nursery is available for children up to age three 
for both services. 
-Older children, first grade through fifth grade 
have Children’s Church at 10:30 AM 

-we have a prayer email? Prayer is an important 
part of our Christian walk here at ACC. You can 
include your prayer request on Sunday morning 
by card OR call Nancy @ 970-241-0858 OR 
email your prayer requests to  
prayers@appletonchristian.org and they will get 
the request started.  

-active members can use the buildings for free 
for personal use (birthday parties, family dinners, 
baby showers, etc.)? Just contact the office to see 
if the date is available, complete and return the 
building use contract with the refundable $50 
cleaning deposit to secure the date. You can rent 
the building for non-personal use for $150 per day 
per event (some restrictions apply), along with the 
cleaning deposit. Contact the office to check 
 availability.  

-the deadline for bulletin items, Applet items, and 
newsletter items are all Wednesdays at 11:00 AM 

Office hours are: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM, M-Th. 
For more information on any event, go to our 
website and click on calendar.   Then click on the 

event to get more information.   
 
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar 

mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
https://www.appletonchristian.org/
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar
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As Christians, the celebration of the new year has no significant religious core. Yet, 

there is no reason that we should simply ignore the changing of the year. But how can and 
should we celebrate? The cultural way to celebrate the new year seems to be with all night 
parties, midnight kisses,  too many drinks, and watching a ball drop in New York. While I 
would avoid over drinking and shun the midnight kissing with anyone that you are not  
married too, I think the ball drop is fine. Myself, for the last several years, especially since 
becoming a father, I celebrate the new year long before midnight with a kiss to my wife and 
a hug for my boys as we all prepare to ring in the new year asleep. 

However,  New Years is more than just a moment at the end of a countdown. It is the 
beginning of a time when many of us reflect on the past and resolve to build on the promise 
of what is ahead. That is great, especially if we, as believers, are intentional about glorify-
ing God in all that we are planning. Please hear me on this, I am not suggesting that we 
make our plans and simply add a sprinkle of Jesus to the top. Rather, the new year is a time 
where we can allow Jesus to form in us the desires and motivations to do the work to which 
he has called us. To do this, I suggest that we start with… 

Remembering! Eccl. 12:1 says, “Remember also your Creator in the days of your 
youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no 
pleasure in them”… 
While I am well beyond the… “Days of my youth…” it is important that as we start this 
new year, we take a moment and remember the awesomeness, grace, and goodness of our 
God. Look around at his creation and rejoice. Think back on His providence and protection 
over the last year and praise him. The fact that He is allowing this new year to come is a 
 testimony to his grace. Don’t look back on the year, no matter how hard, and think “whew, 
I made it.” Rather take some time and remember your God and say, “Thank, you Lord.” 
Then move forward with… 

Repentance! 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Confession and repentance 
always draw us closer to our Savior. The relief and joy that can come from knowing and  
experiencing the assured forgiveness we find in him, starts off our new year right. As we 
begin to plan for our next year, we should take time to let the light of Christ penetrate  
deeply into the darkness of our hearts and show us where we need to grow. We can also 
renew our joy in him who has brought us out of the darkness and into his glorious light. 
Once this has happened, we can then move into… 

cont. p. 4 
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Renewal! So many of us come to the new year with all sorts of new goals. But 

before we add those great ideas to the list, let’s first take time to renew those old  
commitments we already have. We should reaffirm in our own hearts and minds our 
commitments to our marriages, our families, and the church. Once we step back a little, 
we will remember that a vital area of ministry and growth for each of us is within the 
walls of our own homes. God has given us these relationships with spouses, children, 
parents, and siblings, as gifts to be cherished and nurtured. We must not abandon them in 
the pursuit of the new and shiny.  
 We also need to renew ourselves to the faithful church. The church are the people 
carrying out God’s mission to the world. This is where we gather in community and  
declare the kingship of God each week. This is where we work out our salvation in fear 
and trembling together. This is where we spur one another on in love and good deeds. 
This is the family of Christ. Renewing our commitments to these old relationships may 
not feel significant, but faithfulness to these things over the long haul is the recipe for a 
radical and counter cultural life. This is where the characteristics are forged that show 
the world that you are indeed a follower of Christ. Finally… 

Rest! It is easy to get caught up in the excitement of the new year and start  
thinking about the amazing year that lies before us. But we need to remember to rest. As 
you plan on the best way to conquer and hustle, don’t forget to also spend time being 
still and knowing that He is God. Our world may not value times of rest and reflection, 
but as believers, we need this time. We need to remember that we are not created to be 
lazy, but we are created to need rest. God is not going to love you more if you conquer 
2023, or less if you fail at some of your resolutions. What God desires is that we know 
him, love him, and worship him. So, rest in the comfort of knowing that He is your God, 
and your are His child.  
 

 I truly pray that 2023 will be a year of significant growth for each of us.  
Especially if that growth comes in our relationship with our Lord and Savior. Before I 
finish, let me say thank you all. This Appleton Family is such a huge blessing to me and 
my family. You made 2022 such a great year for us. We are blessed beyond measure that 
God has brought us into this community of believers. Now for 2023, “The Lord bless 
you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  
 

Have a blessed New Year! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Alan 
 

 

 



 

 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appleton Christian Church  
Annual Meeting  
January 22, 2023  

Soup and sandwich meal before meeting 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You All Again for making our Operation 
Christmas Child such a succuss.  Now here we are 
again in January 2023…. our list of each months 
needs begins again.  Operation Christmas Child will 
be collecting hats, gloves, scarves for the month on 
January.  Please put donations in the box in the lower 
building.  Other items for the shoebox are always ap-
preciated. If you have any 
questions, please see or call 
Donna Jean Ganss 970-640-
8396. 

 
1 in 7 Seniors Skipped Meals  

Due to Inflation Burden: Survey 
by Petr Svab 

 

“Seniors have been severely affected by infla-
tion.  Most had to cut back on spending, and 

many needed to take “drastic” measures, such as 
skipping meals, according to a recent survey.” 

Our meal prep program is designed to maximize 
your grocery budget to obtain healthy meals and 
fill in the gap of your food needs.  For  $35.00 

you will get 6 freezer meals for 2 people (which 
depending on your appetite) could last for 3+ 
meals.  If you would like more information 

about this monthly program, please contact the 
office 970-242-7380.  If the cost is prohibitive, 

please contact us because scholarships are  
available for this program.   

 
 

The next Meal Prep is  
January 14, 2023 

Sign up by January 8,  2023 
 
 

The meals are: 
1)  Mongolian Beef 
2)  Slow Cooker Veggie Stew 
3)  Cowboy Corn Chip pie 
4)  Black Bean Chili 
5)  Apricot Orange Chicken 
6)  Balsamic Pork Tenderloin 
 
If you write out a check, make it to ACC 
 
The cost is $35.00 for 6 meals for 2 people,  
$70.00 for 6 meals for 4 people,  
$100.00 for 6 meals for 6 people. 
 
Contact Heidi Waggoner @ 970-250-0588  
  
 

 

 

 

The next group of GriefShare Support will begin on 
January 25, 2023,  

and will run for 13 weeks,  
on Wednesdays, 1:00 PM –3:00 PM,  

in the lower building.  
Go to https://www.griefshare.org/ 

to register.  Space is 
 filling up quickly. 

Contact Phyllis Bolsinger,  970-216-8258 

https://www.griefshare.org/
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JANUARY  
MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valerie Herrera 
Executive Director 

The Pregnancy Center of Grand Junction 
2478 Patterson Road, Units 1 & 2 

Grand Junction, CO  81505 
970-241-7474 

970-773-2451 (Direct Line) 
Cell 970-234-3796 

info@pregnancy-center.org  
 

 

Ministry: The purpose of The Pregnancy Center of Grand Junction is to provide  
education, love and support to women in our community as they make important  
pregnancy decisions. We offer counsel on the emotional, spiritual and physical aspects  
of pregnancy and information concerning available options. An unplanned or crisis  
pregnancy does not necessitate making uninformed or impulsive decisions.  
 
Prayer Requests: Compassion, wisdom and protection for counselors and receptionists. 
Lift up all unborn babies, their moms and dads. Pray for conviction in the hearts of all 
Americans that ALL life is precious. Strength, integrity, and fear of God in our leaders. 
More volunteers for reception and counseling. Our clients to feel loved and choose life 
and love for their babies.  
 
“O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise, 
you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you 
are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O 
Lord. You hem me in – behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where can I go from your 
Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; If I 
make my bed in the depths you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on 
the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me 
fast…” Psalm 139  
 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for God’s timing and provision.  
Always needed are baby socks—infant to 12 months (especially girls)  

 



 

 7 

 
Appleton Christian Church  
showing the love of Christ 

Appleton Christian Church has been put here 
to show the love of Christ in this Grand Valley.  
Thank you to all who helped with the planning, 

gifts, wrapping, and delivery for our Hope of 
the Grand Valley adopted family.  

Tuesday  
Bible Study and Family Night 

The women are studying the book of John and 
meet in the upper building.  The class is led by  

Kari Dyson and is also available by Zoom.   
6:30 PM  Contact Kari @ 928-581-2735 

 
The men are studying the book of Philippians and 

meet in the lower building.  The class is led by 
Alan Dyson.  6:30 PM 

Contact Alan @ 928-580-9856 
 

The children will be led by Levi Willis and they 
will be learning, “How to study the bible for kids.”  

6:30 PM  Contact Levi @ 303-653-8620 
 

If you would like to assist Levi with the children 
on Tuesday, please contact Levi. 

 
A meal is available at 6:00 PM.  If you want to 
help, contact Jeanne Baker @ 970-242-7380 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities begin January 10, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
I would like to offer profuse thanks to all those who participated in making our Extravaganza potluck 
dinner a massive success!  First, I am indebted to my sweet husband, Tom, for the hours of organiz-
ing, ciphering, flow-charting and engineering of the layout of the tables, along with overseeing the 
set-up.  Also, he was instrumental in making sure all that meat was well cooked and cut just right! 
 
I am incredibly thankful to Heidi Waggoner, Jeanne Baker, Jenny and Nora Nichols, Evelyn Cronk, 
Joyce Trump, and Noni Furlano for cooking, organizing the myriad of foods that showed up, and 
cleaning up - before, during and after.   
 
Thank you to Char Zangerle's table decorating and her able crew: Chris Hoche, Yvette and Helen 
Caldwell, and Donna Jean Ganss.  It was beautiful and very festive! 
 
My thanks to Dan Baker and Tom for busing tables, as well. 
 
What a beautiful community of God you all represent and what a joy to work with all of you.  He 
blessed me over and over with your willing hearts and hands! 
 
Your humble sister in Christ, Connie :0) 

REMINDER: Your giving statement will be 
emailed to you in January. If you have 
changed your email, please let Phyllis know. 
If you want it mailed to you or if you want to 
pick it up, please let us know.  
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ALWAYS  
REMEMBER  

TO  
PRAY FOR 

 
 
 

• GRAND JUNCTION, FRUITA, PALISADE, CLIFTON, AND  
ORCHARD MESA COMMUNITIES & SCHOOLS 

• THE STATE OF COLORADO 

• THE GOVERNMENT 

• THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

 
 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Prayer card on Sunday (check the box 
to be included in the weekly email 

distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org / 
OR call 

Nancy @970-241-0858 or the church 
office @970-242-7380 

 
For shut-in communion,  

please call 970-242-7380 during office 
hours or contact person listed below: 

 

 

 

 
January  

1– Kevin Vig 

8–Chris Weber   

15– Dan Baker 

 22– Jack Costello 

29-Alan Dyson 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve 

Contact Us: 
 

Communion & Offering Meditation 
First Service   Second Service 
January 2023                January 2023  
1–Bob Labig                               1-Bob Labig                                   
8-Ed Johlman                              8-Ed Johlman 
15-Heidi Waggoner                    15-Dan Baker 
22–John Wilson                          22-Jenny Nichols 
29-Alan Dyson                            29-Alan Dyson  
February 2023               February 2023 
5-Bob Labig                                5-Bob Labig 
12-Ed Johlman                            12-Ed Johlman 
19-Heidi Waggoner                     19-Levi Willis 
26-John Wilson                           26-Jenny Nichols 

SUNDAY GREETERS   
First Service          Second Service  
January 2023                     January 2023  
1-Keith Kump          1-Cris Hoche 
8-Dick/Linda Mann                            8-Connie/Louis Martinez 
15-Barb Robinson         15-Jenny Nichols 
22-Connie/Tom Fudge         22-Donna Jean Ganss 
29-Charlotte Zangerle         29-Helen Caldwell 
February 2023          February 2023 
5-Keith Kump                                  5-Kathy/Kelly Messamer 
12-Wanda Archer         12-Cris Hoche 
19-Char Zangerle                     19-Connie/Louis Martinez 
26-Connie/Tom Fudge                     26-Jenny Nichols 

JANUARY  PRAYER FAMILIES  

1-Brett & Deb McDonald 

   Kelly & Kathy Messamer 

8-Mary Miller 

   Sherman & Iris Moore 

15-Helen Murrell 

     Scott Murrell 

22-Mark & Jennifer Murrell 

     Jeffrey & Jenny Nichols 

29-Lisa O’Connor 

     Cindy Olford  

       

 

 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  

JANUARY 2023 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

Senior Minister Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 
Senior Associate Minister Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 
Music Minister 
willis.levi.t@gmail.com 
Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, 

please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or Newsletter, 

or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:willis.levi.t@gmail.com
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

