
 

 

January, 2020 
6– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM, cancelled 
7– Men’s and Ladies Bible study,  6:30 PM 
8- Game Night, 6:00 PM 
9- Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM  
26-Congregational Meeting, and pot luck 
 
February, 2020 
8– Cooking class, 10:00 AM 
 
Weekly Ongoing 
• 8:00 and 10:30 AM Worship Services 
• 9:30 AM, Sunday adult class, A.R.K.,  
• Activities Center 
• 6:00 PM Meal, Tuesday 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday night Men’s Bible 

Study MPR, Activities Center 
• 6:30 PM,  Women’s Bible Study, Old 

Testament Survey 
• 6:00 PM  Sunday night Youth Group  
 
Office hours are: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM, M-TH. 
 
Donate while you shop: https://
smile.amazon.com—Amazon donates 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to Appleton Christian Church.  
 
 

For more information on any event, go to our  
website and click on calendar.   Then click on 

the event to get more information. 
 

http://www.appletonchristian.org/
calendar 

 

 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 
because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints. I pray that you may be active in shar-
ing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of 
every good thing we have in Christ. Philemon 4–6. 

    As Paul wrote this passage to his fellow worker in 
Christ, Philemon, I feel equally moved to say the same to 
all of you.  I thank God for our church family here at   
Appleton Christian, and I pray for you.  I pray for your 
families, for your work, and I pray that we will all be ac-
tive in sharing our faith in Jesus Christ. 
     I love how Paul gives us that wonderful result in our 
sharing our faith, that we may have a full understanding 
of every good thing we have in Christ.  Sharing our faith 
in this passage has a couple possible meanings, both of 
which is valuable for us.  First, it can be applied in how 
we share our faith and love with each other as believers 
in Christ.  And second, it can be more evangelistic,    
sharing our love and faith for Christ with those who do 
not know Him as Lord. 
     This month, we are beginning our initiative to share 
the hope of Christ with our neighbors.  The initiative is 
called “Sharing Hope” and offers many different oppor-
tunities to our Appleton family to take part.  Some of us 
will be walking the neighborhoods around the church 
and praying for each house.  After the prayer, we will be 
leaving a door hanger letting those living there know 
they were prayed for and that there is hope found in 
Christ.  In the door hanger, we also offer the opportunity 
to pray for them further. 
     If we can’t get to the door, we will be writing down 
the address and others in the church will be writing them 
to let them know they were prayed for.  Others in the 
church can take it upon themselves to pray for those 
praying in the neighborhoods and for the softening of 
hearts of those in the homes.  Others will be taking any 
prayer requests we receive and pray for them.   
     In this way, the church can be active in sharing the 
hope of Christ, active in sharing our faith.  I am so very 
excited about what this can mean for our church and this 
Grand Valley.  I love you all, Dan 
     PS. One more passage to excite us… Psalm 96:2-3, “Sing 

to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day 

after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvel-
ous deeds among all peoples.”  

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

January 2020 

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
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Joy to the World! 
 Recently I heard a lecture from Albert Mohler about a great Christmas carol, that was not meant to 
be a Christmas carol at all. He was talking about the song by Isaac Watts that we call, “Joy to the 
World!” Watts used to be a prolific song writer, drawing his inspiration directly from the scriptures.  
Joy to the World is no different, having come from Psalm 98. This psalm declares the joy of all crea-
tion when the LORD comes to judge the earth and everyone in it.  
  
When we sing Joy to the World the Lord has come, it absolutely applies to the infant in the manger, 
the star over Bethlehem, but it also reminds us that the Christmas story isn’t over. The promises of 
Christmas have not been fully received. The promises  will only be fulfilled when Christ comes 
again to rule and to reign. The main point for Isaac Watts in this song, is about what Christians call, 
“The Second Coming.” Christ coming to establish His kingdom. 
  
Of course, it is still good and right for us to sing about the second coming during Christmas, be-
cause that second coming is only made possible by the first. I want us to take a look at the third 
verse of the song. It goes: 

No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground: he comes to make 
his blessings flow far as the curse is found. 

The reversal of the curse is what is promised to us in the ministry of the Messiah with his atoning 
work. Within this verse is the promise of the new creation. Right now, we live under that promise. 
This promise is not threatened by the headlines, the turmoil in the world or in our personal lives. 
The truth of our situation is that we live in the light of this promise because we look back to Bethle-
hem, we look to a cross, and we look to an empty tomb and we celebrate Christmas. Christ’s victo-
ry over the curse is declared as far as the curse is found. The question becomes, how far is this 
curse found? 
  

To find this answer, we look back to the third chapter of Genesis. Adam and Eve have eaten 
of the forbidden tree, and have found themselves facing God clothed in the reality of their sin. God 
first cursed the serpent saying: 

Because you have done this, you are cursed more than any livestock and more than 
any wild animal. You will move on your belly and eat dust all the days of your life. I 
will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel. 
 

Then God spoke a curse to Eve saying: 
I will intensify your labor pains; you will bear children with painful effort. 
Your desire will be for your husband, yet he will rule over you. 

 
Then God spoke his curse to Adam, and through Adam to all humanity saying: 

The ground is cursed because of you. You will eat from it by means of painful labor 
all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat 
the plants of the field.  You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow until you return 
to the ground, since you were taken from it. For you are dust, and you will return to 
dust.” 
         (Continued on page 3) 



 

 
3 

 

God’s righteous curse is death on Adam and Eve, and through Adam the curse has 
spread to all mankind who have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. And like Adam, 
we are now dust, who must return to the dust and all creation is under the curse. “Cursed is 
the ground because of you” So how far is the curse found? It is in every molecule of the creat-
ed order. It is because of this curse that we have tragic headlines, sickness and death. This is 
why the grave appears to have the last word in the lives of everyone.  
 Yet we can still sing Joy to the World because of what Christ has done. Paul writes 
about this in Galatians three when he writes, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us, because it is written, Cursed is everyone who is hung on a 
tree. The purpose was that the blessing of Abraham would come to the Gentiles by Christ Je-
sus, so that we could receive the promised Spirit through faith. “  
 Did you get that? We can sing Joy to the World because Christ has redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, from the curse of sin, by becoming a curse for us. That is what Jesus did 
on the cross. This is what the Father indicated by raising him from the dead. This is what we 
should think about at Christmas. Martin Luther said it rightly when he said, “When we look at 
the manger in Bethlehem, we should see wood that will one day take the shape of a cross. 
This is a baby who came born to die.”  
 So how is it that Christ saves us from the curse by becoming a curse for us? Well, it is 
because Christ died on the cross in our place. He bore our shame and our guilt. He paid the 
full penalty for our sin, dying as our substitute. He died our death, shed his blood in our place. 
And yet, on the third day, the Father raised him up, and he arose victorious over the curse.  

Isaac Watts, in composing that great hymn that we sing, reminds us that Christ will 
come to establish his kingdom where there will be no more thorns or thistles. We sing cele-
brating the birth of the baby, who came to live a sinless life, die our death, and rise again vic-
torious. The baby is the lord of all. Watts, began to the song with the words “Joy to the world! 
The Lord is come: let earth receive her King! Let every heart prepare him room and heaven 
and nature sing. “ and that is why the last verse of the hymn triumphantly declares the victo-
ry of Christ.  
 

He rules the earth with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glo-
ries of his righteousness and wonders of his love 

 

Christmas is not about sentimentality which comes so naturally to us all, Christians and non- 
Christians alike. It is a much bigger story then the world seems to understand. It is the story of 
the scriptures, the story of Jesus, the story of the Gospel. It truly is good news, it really brings 
JOY TO THE WORLD! 
 

Merry Christmas. May it be filled with the glory of the incarnate and resurrected Christ.  

Alan 



 

 
 
 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Pregnancy Center  
Valerie Herrera, Director  

Janet Holte, Assistant Director  
 

930 Main Street, Grand Junction, CO 81501  
970-241-7474  

704 Elm Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501 (satellite office)  
Phone: 970-242-HOPE (4673)  

Email: info@pregnancy-center.org  
www.pregnancy-center.org  

Birthdays: Valerie, November 25  
Janet, February 16  

 
Ministry: The purpose of The Pregnancy Center of Grand Junction is to provide education, love 
and support to women in our community as they make important pregnancy decisions. We offer 
counsel on the emotional, spiritual and physical aspects of pregnancy and information concerning 
available options. An unplanned or crisis pregnancy does not necessitate making uninformed or 
impulsive decisions.  
Prayer Requests: Compassion, wisdom and protection for counselors and receptionists. Lift up 
all unborn babies, their moms and dads. Pray for conviction in the hearts of all Americans that 
ALL life is precious. Strength, integrity, and fear of God in our leaders. More volunteers for recep-
tion and counseling. Our clients to feel loved and choose life and love for their babies.  
  
 “O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit 
 and when I rise, you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going 
 out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is 
 on my tongue you know it completely, O Lord. You hem me in – behind 
 and before; you have laid your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too won
 derful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where can I go from your Spirit? 
 Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are 
 there; If I make my bed in the depths you are there. If I rise on the wings of 
 the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will 
 guide me, your right hand will hold me fast…” Psalm 139  



 

   
 

...we have a website?  At www.appletonchristian.org you 
can access all kinds of information?  Photos of past events; 
the monthly calendar; The Apple Press newsletter; contact 
information; previous sermons; and information about the 
missionaries ACC supports.  You can even donate to ACC 
online!   
 
...that when you look at our online calendar (see website), 
if you click on a specific event you can get more infor-
mation.   
 
...we have a Welcome Center?  You can get a cup of coffee 
or tea as well as all kinds of information:  directories; mis-

sionary prayer planners; a current newsletter (or ask to be added to the mailing list); Daily Bread de-
votionals (available in large print also); bookmarks with elder and diaconate contact information; and 
ACC pens.  Also, this is where all of our sign up sheets are. 
 
...we have Sunday School classes/programs for all ages?  Classes meet during the Education Hour, 
beginning at 9:30 AM (between services).  Also available during Second Service: 

• Nursery in the Worship Center for children up to age three.  Cry room is available dur-
ing both services. 

• His Kids in the Preschool Room of the Worship Center for children three years through 
Kindergarten. 

• Older children, First Grade through Fifth Grade, are dismissed after Praise Time for 
Children’s Church.  A leader will walk them to the Activities Center where you can re-
trieve them after the service. 

• Small groups meet throughout the week at various times and locations.  Contact the of-
fice to find one near you. 

 
...we have a prayer chain?  Prayer is an important part of our Christian walk.  ACC has an email 
prayer chain as well as a phone tree.  You can include your prayer request on the bulletin tear-off 
card OR email your prayer requests to prayers@appletonchristian.org OR call Paul @970-242-8904, 
or Nancy @970-241-0858, or Michael H.720-498-7944 and they will get the request started. 
 
...we collect Boxtops for Education (not Campbell’s Soup labels) for Christian Children’s Home in 
Eagle ID?  Look for the collection box in both buildings. 
 
...active members can use the buildings for free for personal use (birthday parties, family dinners, 
baby showers, etc.)?  Just contact the office to see if the date is available, complete and return the 
building use contract with the refundable $50 cleaning deposit to secure the date.  You can rent the 
building for non-personal use for $100 per day per event (some restrictions apply), along with the 
cleaning deposit.  Contact the office to check availability. 
 
...the deadline for bulletin items, Applet items, and newsletter items are all Wednesdays at 11:00 

http://www.appletonchristian.org/
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org


 

 

Year Round Project 
 
This will begin again in January.  This last 
year Appleton collected enough items 
through the year that we were able to fill 40 
boxes!!!  Let’s fill more boxes for the chil-
dren and youth this next year.  Out total box  
collection for 2019 was 142 boxes, 2018 
was 110 boxes.  How about aiming for 175 
boxes for 2020. 
 
For January, we will be gathering “winter 
items.”  Other items for the boxes are al-
ways accepted with love and thanks.  We 
have a BIG BOX in the narthex of the 
church sanctuary.   Please remember OCC in 
your prayers as the boxes are being trans-
ported and delivered to the children; prepar-
ing the hearts of the children and youth.   
 
Thank you and God Bless each of you who 
have participated!  This is a great way to 
spread the Gospel.     

 

Fellowship is so important and part of the 

design for the church found in God’ Word. 

Currently, there are several small groups 

meeting at various times during the week. If 

you’d like to join in, please contact the 

office, office@appletonchristian.org.  

Life Line Screening, a leading 

provider of community based preventive 
health screening, will offer their affordable, 
non-invasive and painless health screenings 
at Appleton Christian Church on 3/9/2020.  
Five screenings will be offered.  In order to 
register for this event and to receive a $10 
discount off any package priced above $129, 
please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit 
ww.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 
or text the word circle to 797979 



 

 

A New Decade is Afoot… 
 
As 2019 comes to an end, I can’t help but to think about my life just a short 
decade ago. Who were you ten years ago? Were you even thinking about 
spiritual goals as you entered a new decade in 2009 as 2010 approached? 
 
What about the people in your life today? As a therapist, I’ve spoken with 
so many people throughout the years who were grieving because the holi-
days represented a first-time without that special someone. 
 
Perhaps you have lost a loved one over the past decade and can relate to 

this type of loss. Perhaps better considered might be the loved ones with whom you are still journey-
ing with in life. Grieving them may seem unfathomable now as they are still with us. That is, until they 
are not. 
 
The bible tells us to redeem the time as the days are evil. While it's easy to become distracted in 
reading the headlines and the direction the world seems to be headed, we can also take comfort in 
remembering who is in control. 
 
Despite the whirlwind of everything, I find great peace and solace when I simply spend quiet time with 
God. Jeremiah 33 reads, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things 
you do not know.”  
 
As I go deeper in my relationship with the Lord, I can most assuredly see how true this verse is. I be-
lieve it's because when one prays with an expectant heart, one will experience God's love and grace 
as his abiding love will consume your purpose and identity. 
 
For me, I experience hope every time I make greater efforts to walk by faith and not by sight. Subse-
quently, my inner being screams, “not my will, but your will be done!” What might that still small voice 
tell you in the quiet presence of God? What might he show you as you seek his will in 2020? Consider 
these questions. 
 
1. What calling has god placed upon your heart? 
2. What is your spiritual gifting? 
3. How can you greater serve beyond your comfort zone as we are all called to serve? 
4. Who can you reach out to love, heal, and encourage while you are yet able? 
 
While culture and social trends seem to dictate the greater values of our society, we as Christians are 
referred to in the bible as peculiar people. Does your obedience reflect a spirit led, loving agape heart 
amidst a chaotic self-driven society? Hence begins your opportunity. 
 
So before we raise a glass to the tune of Auld Lang Syne, let’s remember to reflect upon who we are 
as we stand spiritually transparent before our God who created us in his image with prosperous 
plans, a hope and a future!  
 
What good could come if we all became more intentional about our walk with Christ and less con-
cerned with matters of the world? 
 
As the turn of another calendar decade spawns a new one, what a perfect opportunity it is to reflect 
upon the light and salt we are all called to be in this world. 
 
Happy New Year to you and to all and to new spiritual beginnings in 2020! 
 
God Bless You! 
Michael A. Hernandez 



 

 



 

 

First Service Communion Lead Server 
January   February 
5-Steve Moseley  2-Jack Costello 
12-Saul Tompkins  9-Jim Rogers 
19-Mark Murrell  16-Craig Spoering 
26-Connie Fudge  23-Steve Moseley 
 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card on 
Sunday (check the box to be included 

in the weekly email distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org ; OR 
call Paul @242-8904, or  

Nancy @241-0858 or Michael H.  
720-498-7944. 

 
For shut-in communion,  

please call 242-7380 during office 
hours or contact person listed below: 

 
January Teams 

5-Dyson 

12-Pifer/Weber 

19-Kugler 

26-Baker/Costello 

 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Michael Costello 260-6261 
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org 

Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 
Kevin Vig 216-7993 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair 

jewilson@frontier.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Barb Easlick 330-417-0617 
barbeaslick@gmail.com 

Nancy Hagerman 241-0858 
hagerman@acsol.net 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733 
damjammin2000@yahoo.com 
David McElfresh 719-930-0012 

davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Barb Robinson 208-4981 
canyonrn49@gmail.com 
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair 

warrior24@acsol.net 
Donna Ward 623-3665 

wardmom@fruitawireless.com 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 

charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 

First Service    Second Service 
January     January 
5-Brian Waggoner   5-Jenny Nichols 
12-David McElfresh   12-David McElfresh 
19-Dave Sloan    19-Doug Steiner  
26-Josh Vig      26-Josh Vig 
February                  February 
2-Brian Waggoner                  2-Michael Costello 
9-Alan Dyson                   9-John Wilson 
16-David Sloan                    16-Jenny Nichols 
23-Josh Vig                      23-Josh Vig  

   GREETERS 

First Service    Second Servic e 
January     January 
5-Daphne & Eldon Bevill   5-R. Greene/Cris Hoche 
12-Charlotte Zangerle   12-Doug & Jan Steiner 
19-Sandy Calkins    19-Yvette Caldwell 
26-Cheryl Cole & Judy Devine  26-Jenny Nichols 
February    February 
2-Peggy Moseley    2-Levi Willis 
9-A. Beaslin/B. Robinson   9-B. Robinson/J. Baker 
16-Duston VonEhrenkrook  16-Debbie McDonald 
23-Brian Waggoner   23-Donna Jean Ganss 
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January Prayer Families and Schools 
5-Tom and Shallini Sheeran 

David and Jane Sloan 

Fruitvale Elementary 

12-Dan and Karen Smith 

Don and Ann Solomon 

Lincoln Orchard Mesa Elementary 

19-Craig and Kathy Spoering 

Jim and Janet Sinclair 

Loma Elementary 

26-Doug and Jan Steiner 

Saul and Wendy Tompkins 

Mesa View Elementary 

 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:djsteiner@acsol.net
mailto:boomer1063@acsol.net
mailto:jewilson@frontier.net


 

 

The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  

JANUARY 2020 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

jeanne@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:jeanne@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

