January 2018

To grow fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

At A Glance
Our Fellowship Meal is Sunday,
January 28 at 12:30 PM followed by
our Annual Meeting. We have a
number of items to discuss so
please plan on attending.
The Ladies Prayer Group will not
meet during January at the normal
time and location. Please contact
Karen Vejraska (970-242-8904 or
email kmvejraska@acsol.net) if you
are interested in the January
schedule.
Currently, there are several small
groups meeting at various times
during the week. If you’d like to join
in, please contact the office,
office@appletonchristian.org. The
Saturday at 9:00 AM group that
meets in the A.R.K. will be studying
the Feasts of the Bible. Chris
Weber is facilitator, 970-216-9166.
Donate while you shop: https://
smile.amazon.com—Amazon
donates 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to
Appleton Christian Church.

THE APPLE
PRESS
Evangelism

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20
We just celebrated the most amazing gift God has given us, and that is His
Son Jesus. We need to honor God’s gift to us by giving Jesus Christ to
those who do not know Him. As we begin 2018, we will be focusing much
of our teaching, practice and small groups on Evangelism.
Often, we see sharing our faith as someone else’s responsibility, yet we
truly are all called to do it.
I wanted to share with you a portion of an article I read by Brian Parks, a
man with over 20 years in student ministry and overseas work. Brian
wrote:
EVERY DISCIPLE SHOULD EVANGELIZE
But the New Testament paints a picture in which
every disciple of Christ is normally and naturally involved
in evangelism as much as in Bible study, prayer, and
corporate worship. From the brand new Christian to the
wizened old saint, sharing the gospel is necessary and
integral to a growing life in Christ.
Many of us have heard and even preached sermons
that rightly focused on the Great Commission’s theme of
“make disciples” (Matt. 28:18-20). And we’ve taught
those around us that they should be disciple-makers
themselves. But we also need to be clear that “making
disciples” necessarily involves helping people who are not
yet disciples to become disciples—that is, evangelism.
Jesus modeled it (Mk. 1:14, 15; Matt. 9:35) and trained
his apostles to do the same (Mk. 6:7-13; Lk. 10:1-12).
Only a few days later Jesus said that they would be his
“witnesses…to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Part of the apostles’ teaching that the newly Spiritfilled church devoted themselves to (Acts 2:42) must have
been the normal and regular sharing of the gospel with
family, friends, and strangers. From those very first weeks
and months after the Pentecost, people were being saved
every day (Acts 2:47). Evangelism was immediately a part
of their new life of discipleship to the risen Lord Jesus.
I pray that as we go throughout the year, you can learn to make evangelism
a part of your life as well.

Happy New Year

I love you all, Dan

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays. You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org).
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So, have you ever received the perfect gift? That
one gift that told you that the giver knew you so well
that they gave a gift that showed that they knew
what you needed or wanted. A gift that fits who you
are perfectly. Or even better, have you ever given a
gift like that?
Finding the perfect gift is hard. You must find
something that reflects your feelings for the other
person, reflects your understanding of who they are,
and will be considered valuable to them. If you are
anything like me, you usually end up just buying a
bunch a gift cards. After all, finding that perfect gift
is a pretty daunting task.
I was reading Matthew 2 the other day and was
struck again by the gifts that were given to the baby
Jesus by the wise men. Gifts are important and the
gifts given to Jesus were also important. Jesus was
given gold, incense (or frankincense), and myrrh.
We don’t know for sure what each of these gifts
represented, but it is likely that these gifts were
chosen for a reason.
According to tradition, gold was given to the Infant
King as a token of His royalty. Frankincense, a
fragrant incense used in sacrificial offerings, was
meant to represent Jesus’ deity. Myrrh, a perfume
or ointment, was a token of His future suffering. If
tradition is true, then these are perfect gifts, well
almost perfect.

wrath towards us, instead feels love. So much so,
that He gave us the perfect gift.
Jesus also reveals just how intimately God knows
us. HE knows that each and every one of us have a
need that is greater than all our other needs and
wants. He knows that our greatest need is to be
reunited with Him. Jesus, makes it possible for that
to happen. “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through
Me.” (John 14:6) Our greatest need has been given
to us by God; He is Jesus Christ our Savior, our
Emmanuel, God with Us.
The only question for us, “Is Jesus of supreme
worth?” In other words, is Jesus the greatest, most
perfect gift you have ever received? During this
season, when we exchange gifts, when we get all
the new stuff, and when that new stuff loses too
quickly its luster—is Jesus still the greatest thing that
has ever been given to us? If your answer is
anything but a resounding yes, then might I suggest
it is time to better understand who Jesus is and what
He has done. Don’t let your knowledge of Jesus
end in the manger, but rather take some time to truly
understand His life, His death, and His resurrection.
For if we begin to grasp the perfection that is found
only in Christ, then we too can begin to worship Him
in spirit and in truth. Determine today to understand
why Jesus is the most perfect gift ever given.
Blessings,

The more I thought about the story of Jesus’ birth, I
was once again reminded that the three gifts of the
wise men were not the perfect gifts given. The
perfect gift that was given was Jesus. God Himself
gave the perfect gift when He gave His son to us.
Think about it for a moment. The gift of Jesus
perfectly reveals God’s feelings about us. “For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16) What does the gift of Jesus
reveal? GOD LOVES US. Stop and think about
that. God, who has every right to feel nothing but

Pastor Alan
928-580-9856
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

Youth Group resumes on Wednesday,
January 10 at 6 PM in the Activities Center.
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January 2018
1-2 Office Closed
6—9:00 AM Small Group resumes, A.R.K.
6—Pickleball resumes, 10:30 AM
7—Missions Team meeting, 12:30 PM
10—Youth Group resumes, 6:00 PM
21—Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
28—12:30 PM Fellowship Meal followed by
Annual Meeting
February
4—Missions Team meeting, 12:30 PM
March
2-4—World Mission Conference
11—Missions Team meeting, 12:30 PM
11—Daylight Saving Time begins, spring forward
25—Palm Sunday
April
1—Resurrection Sunday
8—Missions Team meeting, 12:30 PM

March 2–4, 2018
All events at
Clifton Christian Church
3241 F 1/4 Rd.
RISE UP
Guest Speaker: Greg Swinney, Crossroads
International Student Ministries, Kearney, NE
Friday:
Saturday:

7:00 PM Opening Program
8:00 AM Breakfast
9:00 AM Workshops
11:30 AM Share and Prayer
12:30 PM Lunch
6:08 PM Worship Service
Sunday:
Missionary speakers at
area churches
Children’s programs available all three days.

The Elders have created this
section of the newsletter to keep
our members informed of some
of the events and projects on
which we are working.
After the meetings held on Sunday, December 3, the
elders have decided to take a step back in the
process of making proposed changes to ACC
bylaws. We believe that it is very important both to
have governing documents that are aligned with and
obedient to God’s Word, and to seek input from and
be sensitive to the questions and concerns of our
members. We therefore will not bring the current
proposed changes to the congregation for a vote at
the annual meeting on January 28. Rather, we will
work on them with you, and then hope to place
them before you for a vote at a special meeting later
in 2018. We desire input and participation by
members outside of the eldership in the process of
reviewing and updating the bylaws. We ask that you
prayerfully consider participating in the process.
Please pray about it, and contact any elder, including
Pastors Dan and Alan, by January 31 if you are willing
to serve in this process. Thank you in advance for
your work and input in this very important process.

Attention Ladies Bible Study: We are going to kick
off our year on a positive note with Becoming A
Contagious Christian: Communicating Your Faith in a
Style that Fits You. This is a six-week study by Mark
Mittelberg, Lee Strobel, and Bill Hybels. We will
begin our study on Tuesday, January 16 and meet
each following Tuesday from 6:30-8:15 in the ARK
(adjoining room kitchen in the Activities Center).
Participant guides are about $12. Please contact
Kathy at 242-7380 by Monday, January 8 to order
your book. Please contact Jodi Draper with any other
questions (261-0163). We look forward to seeing you
there!

Mission of the Month

The Pregnancy Center
Diane Baldwin, Director of Operations
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Lift up all unborn babies, their moms and
dads. Pray for conviction in the hearts of all
Americans that ALL life is precious. Strength,
930 Main Street, Grand Junction, CO 81501 integrity, and fear of God in our leaders.
970-241-7474
More volunteers for reception and counseling.
704 Elm Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501 Our clients to feel loved and choose life and
(satellite office)
love for their babies.
Phone: 970-242-HOPE (4673)
Email: info@pregnancy-center.org
“O Lord, you have searched me and you know
www.pregnancy-center.org
me. You know when I sit and when I rise, you
Birthday: September 18
perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern
Anniversary: June 6
my going out and my lying down; you are
familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on
Ministry: The purpose of The Pregnancy
my tongue you know it completely, O Lord.
Center of Grand Junction is to provide
You hem me in – behind and before; you have
education, love and support to women in our
laid your hand upon me. Such knowledge is
community as they make important pregnancy
too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to
decisions. We offer counsel on the emotional,
attain. Where can I go from your Spirit?
spiritual and physical aspects of pregnancy
Where can I flee from your presence? If I go
and information concerning available options. up to the heavens, you are there; If I make my
An unplanned or crisis pregnancy does not
bed in the depths you are there. If I rise on the
necessitate making uninformed or impulsive wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of
decisions.
the sea, even there your hand will guide me,
your right hand will hold me fast…”
Prayer Requests: Compassion, wisdom and
Psalm 139
protection for counselors and receptionists.
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...we have a website? At www.appletonchristian.org
you can access all kinds of information? Photos of past
events; the monthly calendar; The Apple Press
newsletter; contact information; previous sermons; and
information about the missionaries ACC supports. You
can even donate to ACC online!
...that when you look at our online calendar (see
website), if you click on a specific event you can get
more information. For instance, click on March 2 and
you will find information regarding the upcoming World
Mission conference!
...we have a Welcome Center? You can get a cup of
coffee or tea as well as all kinds of information: directories; missionary prayer planners; a
current newsletter (or ask to be added to the mailing list); Daily Bread devotionals (available in
large print also); bookmarks with elder and diaconate contact information; and ACC pens. You
can even sign to bring snacks for the Youth group which meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in
the Activities Center.
...we have Sunday School classes/programs for all ages? Classes meet during the Education
Hour, beginning at 9:30 AM (between services). Also available during Second Service:
• Nursery in the Worship Center for children up to age three. Cry room is available
during both services.
• His Kids in the Preschool Room of the Worship Center for children three years
through Kindergarten.
• Older children, First Grade through Fifth Grade, are dismissed after Praise Time
for Children’s Church. A leader will walk them to the Activities Center where you
can retrieve them after the service.
• Small groups meet throughout the week at various times and locations. Contact
the office to find one near you.
...we have a prayer chain? Prayer is an important part of our Christian walk. ACC has an email
prayer chain as well as a phone tree. You can include your prayer request on the bulletin tearoff card OR email your prayer requests to prayers@appletonchristian.org OR call Paul @2428904, or Marcia @639-2359, or Jason @314-0456, or Nancy @241-0858 and they will get the
request started.

...we collect Boxtops for Education (not Campbell’s Soup labels) for Christian Children’s
Home in Eagle ID? Look for the collection box in both buildings.
...active members can use the buildings for free for personal use (birthday parties, family
dinners, baby showers, etc.)? Just contact the office to see if the date is available, complete and
return the building use contract with the refundable $50 cleaning deposit to secure the date. You
can rent the building for non-personal use for $100 per day per event (some restrictions apply),
along with the cleaning deposit. Contact the office to check availability.
...the deadline for bulletin items, Applet items, and newsletter items are all Wednesdays at
11:00 AM?
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Contact Us:
Pastor Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Pastor Alan Dyson
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

Elders:
elders@appletonchristian.org
Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Scott Draper 250-7261
swdraper@gmail.com
Tim Hollett 970-376-5521
timandsherry88@hotmail.com
Merle Miller 242-5057
mmi9704031@aol.com
Doug Steiner 250-9900
djsteiner@acsol.net
Mark Vejraska 242-8904
kmvejraska@ascol.net

Diaconate:
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009
cbeaslin@outlook.com
Malinda Lyons 245-5632
lyo582@yahoo.com
David McElfresh 719-930-0012
davidrmack@hotmail.com
Ellie Morris 210-0677
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com
Steve Morris 210-5405
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com
Jennifer Murrell 434-6613
murrpurr2@bresnan.net
Mark Murrell 434-6613
11racer@bresnan.net
Kevin Vig 523-9037
boomer1063@acsol.net
Lacey Weber 210-5361
ladyweber82@gmail.com
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907

ways to send
Prayer Requests:
Include on your bulletin prayer card
on Sunday; OR email
prayers@appletonchristian.org;
OR call Paul @242-8904, or Marcia
@639-2359, or Jason @314-0456,
or Nancy @241-0858.

For shut-in communion,
please call 242-7380 during office
hours or contact person listed below:

January
7—Randy Pifer
14—Doug Steiner
21—Kevin Vig
28—Merle Miller

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve.

First Service Communion Servers
January 2018
Open Spot
Open Spot
Open Spot
Open Spot

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.)

February
Joe Zeni
Dave McIlnay
Jack Costello
Open Spot

First Service Communion
& Offering Meditation
January 2018
7 Dan Baker
14 Merle Miller
21 Scott Draper
28 Dave Sloan
February 2018
4 Doug Steiner
11 Mark Vejraska
18 Josh Vig
25 Dan Baker

First Service Greeters
January 2018
7 Mark & Jennifer Murrell
14 Kelly Messamer
21 Eldon & Daphne Bevill
28 Charlotte Zangerle
February
4 Joel & Marcia Williams
11 Steve & Peggy Moseley
18 Jane Sloan
25 Mark & Jennifer Murrell

Second Service Communion
& Offering Meditation
January 2018
7 Jenny Nichols
14 Merle Miller
21 Scott Draper
28 John Wilson
February
4 Doug Steiner
11 Mark Vejraska
18 Josh Vig
25 John Wilson

Second Service Greeters
January 2018
7 Doug & Jan Steiner
14 Kelly Messamer
21 Randy & Beth Pifer
28 Jenny Nichols
February
4 Doug & Jan Steiner
11 Kelly Messamer
18 Randy & Beth Pifer
25 Jenny Nichols

January Prayer Families
7—Rick & Brandy Bender
Eldon & Daphne Bevill
14—Alexis Biskupski, Seth
Biskupski
John & Phyllis Bolsinger
21—Landen & Debbie Brolien
Justin & Kristy Brown
28—Randy Cloyd & Maria Kelley
Debbie Coffing
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Connect with us:
970-242-7380
970-242-3682 fax
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
elders@appletonchristian.org
kathy@appletonchristian.org
office@appletonchristian.org
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or
Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line.
prayers@appletonchristian.org
To sign up to receive prayer requests,
please send an email with
Subscribe in the Subject line.

You can also access the directory on your computer.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email
address you have listed in the directory. You will receive a confirmation email and once
you click on the link, your email address will be validated. You will then need to log in, just
as an email account, every time to access the directory. You will be able to view the information, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device
app.

www.appletonchristian.org
Listen to sermons online
Appleton-Christian-Church
Click here for Calendar

The Apple Press
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd
Grand Junction, CO 81505

J ANUARY 2018
Our Mission
To grow fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

A CORE
OF TRUTH
—
WITH A
LOT OF
APPEAL
Unsubscribe: If you no longer

wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact us with your address
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in
the subject line. Thank you.

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME»
«ADDRESS»
«ADDRESS 2»
«CITY», «ST» «ZIP»

The Bible affirms the power and
importance of prayer and we, as a church,
are committed to pray for each other. Let
us know your request and we will lift you
up in prayer.

