
 

 

 

 

The Ladies Prayer Group meets at 
6:45 AM in the Activities Center Foyer.  
Please contact Karen Vejraska (970-
242-8904 or email 
kmvejraska@acsol.net) for more 
information. 
 
Donate while you shop:  https://
smile.amazon.comðAmazon donates 
0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Appleton 
Christian Church.  Last year, we 
received almost $100 in donations. 
 
Watch next monthôs newsletter for 
results of the Annual Meeting held 
Sunday, January 28, 2018. 
 
Parentsô Night Out, Friday, February 
16, 6-9 PM.  RSVP to office for 
childcare with Pastor Dan and Jeanne 
Baker.  Bring the kids for pizza and fun 
in the Activities Center. 

If your consumption of the 
Word of God was the only 
food you put into your body, 
would you be empty, 

emaciated, gaining weight, 
satisfied, heavy, obese?  

 
 

-  

 This year, as we are focusing on reaching out and sharing the Gospel 
of Christ with those God has brought us to, there is an important part of this 
process that is addressed in Psalm 51. 
 The 51st Psalm was written by David after being confronted with the 
sin of adultery he committed with Bathsheba.  David is broken and ashamed 
for having sinned against God.  He writes;  

ñ
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
2
Wash 

away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  
3
For I know my 

transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
4
Against you, you 

only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are 
proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.ò 

 As we see in Romans 3:23, we are all sinners in need of forgiveness.  
Too often we carry that sin around even after we have asked God to forgive us.   
That sin weighs us down and we feel unworthy to do Godôs work.  I saw this 
first hand in the life of my amazing father.  My dad struggled for years with 
alcohol and carried that guilt with him for years after he stopped drinking.  He 
was an awesome giving man, yet that guilt kept him from going to church.  He 
told me once that he was unworthy of going to church.  I told him he was 
ready to go church then, because letôs be honest, none of us are worthy of our 
Savior and what He did for us.  That is why ñGraceò is defined as ñunmerited 
favor.ò  My brothers and sisters in Christ, that is the Good News of Jesus that 
we are to share, forgiveness and a new life. 
 As we are still just beginning this new year, let Davidôs prayer to God 
be yours: 

ñ
7
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will 

be whiter than snow. 
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you 

have crushed rejoice. 
9
Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my 

iniquity.  
10
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me. 
11
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy 

Spirit from me. 
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me 

a willing spirit, to sustain me.ò 
 God is faithful and will answer that prayer with a clean heart full of 
joy, and a willing spirit that will be seen by others.  When we can truly give 
these things to our God, our spirit will be lighter, our lives will be changed, 
and the joy of our Lord will literally be noticed by those around us. 
 David, confident that God would answer his prayer of repentance, 
added this line, ñ13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will 
turn back to you.ò  When we have been forgiven and the weight of guilt has 
been taken off our shoulders, it is only natural that we want to share that Good 
News.  Our changed life will help us teach others the power of Jesus Christ 
and our testimony will help other sinners to turn back to God for their 
forgiveness. 
 Our Father in Heaven has given us a new life.  We need to live it as a 
new life and stop holding on to the guilt of our old life.  Our appreciation for 
His Grace is seen through sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with others. 
 
 
I love you all,  

Dan 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÆПÉÃÅ ÂÙ ρρȡππ !- ÏÎ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙÓȢ  9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÃÁÌÌ ɉςτς-χσψπɊ ÏÒ ÅÍÁÉÌ ɉÏÆПÉÃÅͽÁÐÐÌÅÔÏÎÃÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎȢÏÒÇɊȢ 
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 As I am studying the Bible to prepare to teach it to 
children, youth, and adults, I am constantly falling in love with 
the scriptures over and over again.  The Word of God never 
ceases to grab me, to amaze me, to convict me, and to humble 
me.  It makes my heart soar, and break.  It builds me up and 
tears me down.  I am not sure why, but as I study, I am always 
surprised.  You think that eventually it would lose that quality 
of creating wonder, but it never does.  The Bible, the very 
Word of God, is a source of awe that never runs dry, never 
shuts down, never grows stale. 
 I write this knowing that many of my students, 
children, youth, and adult alike, will read that never having felt 
that way about the Word.  Some will be disappointed, others 
will feel guilty, but hopefully most will want to have that 
experience for themselves.  In this short article, I want to give 
you some ways to fall in love with your Bible.  This will not be 
an exhaustive list, but I hope it helps. 
Donôt scan quickly for the key point, sprinting down the 
page while thinking about the daily to-do list.  The 
only way we can allow the Word of God to transform 
us is through slow and thoughtful intake of His story.  
Learn to read the Bible like a love letter, lingering on 
each word. 

ñWe read slowly so that we can savor each word and let its 
meaning sink in.  Rather than rushing on to the next chapter so 
that we can complete a reading or study assignment, we stay in 
the place where God is speaking to us, contemplating meaning 
for our life and for our relationshipélike Samuel, we approach 
the scripture with utter openness and availability to God:  
ñSpeak, Lord, for your servant is listening.ò -Ruth Haley 
Barton, Sacred Rhythms p. 50 
Do some background research.  The Bible came alive to 
me when I better understood the people, places, and 
events talked about.  I am not taking about reading a 
300-page textbook (although they have those), I am 
talking about a brief overview and history.  Charles R. 
Swindollôs online resource found here (http://
www.insight.org/resources/bible/) is a good one!  But 
there are lots of books like The Books of the Bible with 
its one-page history and overview of each book.  Look 
online, or on Amazon, or in my office to find 
something that gives the background.  Having context 
will make your time more meaningful and help you 
understand why Paul suddenly starts talking about 
circumcision out of nowhere (thanks for that Paulé)! 

Choose a Bible study method and stick with it.  There are 
lots of good ones out there built on the inductive study 
method (my preferred method).  One that I like to start 
off with is called S.O.A.P.  It goes like this: 

SïScriptureïTake time to read that dayôs passage 
allowing time for God to speak to you.  Write down parts 
that stuck out to you. 
OïObservationïWhat caught your attention in this verse?  
Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you and reveal Jesus to you 
through these words.  Write down the verse in your own 
words. 
AïApplicationïPersonalize what you have read by asking 
yourself how it applies to your life.  Perhaps it is 
instruction, encouragement, revelation, or guidance for a 
particular area of your life. 
PïPrayerïAsk God to help you use this scripture in your 

everyday existence.  Remember prayer is a two-way 
conversation, write down your prayer and if you hear 
anything in response. 
Schedule your time in the Word and keep it.  Too many 
times I will put it off, planning on getting to it later, 
and yet never seeming to get to it.  Pick a time and 
stick with it.  Early morning, middle of the day, or 
evening, whatever works for you, just do it. 

Forgive yourself when you get off track.  God will not love 
you less because you forgot to read; the point is not to 
add something we do to earn Godôs love, thatôs 
impossible.  Come to the Bible with a desire to know 
the One who loves you best, and keep the guilt out of 
it.  Guilt just makes us want to avoid it all together. 

Discuss it with some other people.  Accountability is 
awesome, but the true power of a group lies in the 
excitement of coming together and sharing the amazing 
things that God is revealing to you.  Join a Bible study, 
take someone out to a coffee and Bible talk.  Whatever, 
just donôt go it alone. 

STOP MAKING IT SO COMPLICATED!  Youôre in 
charge of your relationship with God, not anyone else.  
Stop comparing or wondering if youôre doing it right.  
Youôve got to figure out what works for you.  Any step 
you take towards God is an awesome step. 

 

 There are many other things we can do to fall in love 
with the Bible:  mission trips, service, and corporate worship 
also top my list of ways I have fallen in love with it.  I hope 
that these ideas will encourage you to start your own journey 
with the Word.  I guarantee you will not be disappointed.  If 
you want some help, just ask.  Why not make a commitment to 
come to one of our Sunday morning Bible Studies?  Or how 
about right now, picking up your phone and inviting someone, 
or a few someones to sit with you and explore Godôs amazing 
Word.  
 God bless, and I will be praying for you as you, too, 
study Godôs Word. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Alan 

928-580-9856 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 for a 

soup supper.  At 7:00, we'll split into two groups 

for Bible study, one for junior-high ages and 

another for the high-school and adult ages.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center 

to bring soups.  Contact Pastor Alan with any 

questions, 928-580-9856.  

file:///C:/Users/office/Downloads/Charles%20R.%20Swindoll's%20%20online%20resource%20found%20here
file:///C:/Users/office/Downloads/Charles%20R.%20Swindoll's%20%20online%20resource%20found%20here
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https://www.amazon.com/Books-Bible-NIV-Zondervan/dp/0310400570/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1445025569&sr=1-1&keywords=books+of+the+bible


 

 

Dear Jesus, 
 
I cannot come to your banquet, because 
______________(insert excuse in the blank).  
Maybe next week...or the week after.  Sorry. 
 
Not Yours Truly, 
Me 
 
May your response instead be short and sweet, 
'Thank you; here I am, Lord.'" 
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February 
11ðMissions Team meeting, 12:30 PM 
16ðParentsô Night Out, 6:00-9:00 PM, RSVP to 
office to reserve spot for your child. 
 
March  
2-4ðWorld Mission Conference 
11ðMissions Team meeting, 12:30 PM 
11ðDaylight Saving Time begins, spring forward 
18ðFamily Health West/Courtyard Service, 3:30 PM 
25ðPalm Sunday 
30ðGood Friday, Tenebrae service, 6:30 PM 
 
April 
1ðResurrection Sunday 
8ðMissions Team meeting, 12:30 PM 

March 2ï4, 2018 
 

All events at 
Clifton Christian Church 
3241 F 1/4 Rd. 

 
Guest Speaker:  Greg Swinney, Crossroads 
International Student Ministries, Kearney, NE 

 
Friday:  7:00 PM Opening Program 

Saturday:  8:00 AM Breakfast 

   9:00 AM Workshops 

   11:30 AM Share and Prayer 

   12:30 PM Lunch 

   6:08 PM Worship Service 

Sunday:  Missionary speakers at  

   area churches 

Childrenôs programs available all three days. 

Sunday, March 4, join us following 
First Service promptly at 9:10 AM in 
the Worship Center.  Shallini Sheeran 
and Sharon Cunningham will be 
sharing information and experiences 
with Kulpahar Kids Home-School in 
Kulpahar, India.  Following their 
presentation, weôll meet in the 
Activities Center for breakfast.  
Church will provide pancakes & eggs, 
please bring any other breakfast dishes 
you would like.  Second Service 
begins at 10:30. 



 

 

Mission of the Month 

Ryan & Leanne de la Pe¶a 
Casas por Cristo 

 
7201 North Loop Dr., El Paso, TX   79915 

Phone:  (800) 819-8014 
Email  rdelapena@casasporcristo.org 
delapenafamily@hotmail.com 
www.casasporcristo.org 
Birthdays: RyanðMay 6, 
LeanneðApril 21 

RoryðJuly 5, EthanðAugust 9, Silasð
Dec. 2, EliðFeb. 22, LandonðApril 2, 
EllianaðJan. 2, IsraelðApril 23, 

EzekielðJan. 3 
Anniversary:  August 30 

 
Ministry:  Driven by a desire to provide 
tangible expressions of God's love and 
provision, we began building homes along 
the U.S. / M®xico border in 1993, first in 
Ciudad Ju§rez.  We have since expanded to 
Ciudad Acu¶a, M®xico and San Raimundo, 
Guatemala.  Casas por Cristo (Homes 
because of Christ) creates important 
partnerships among various groups across 

international borders.  To date, we have 
provided over 4,000 families with homes. 
But at Casas por Cristo, we go beyond 
building.  We are dedicated to growing 
Christ's church one home at a time by 
helping meet the physical and spiritual 
needs of our neighbors. 
 
Prayer Requests:  That God would 
continue to bring teams to provide families 
with homes and to be presented with the 
Gospel.  That God would continue to 
provide the needs of our growing family. 
 
Appleton Christian Churchôs goal has been 
to send a house-building team to Mexico 
every other year to build a small home for 
a needy family during the week of spring 
break.  Our next trip is 2019.  Would you 
like to go help? 

 
"Just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many."  Matthew 20:28 
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COME JOIN US FOR DINNER 
AND SUPPORT THE MINISTRY! 

 
 
Friday, February 23, starting at 6 PM (doors 
open at 5:30 PM) until 8 PM, the Mesa 
County Jail Ministry is holding its Annual 
Fundraising Banquet at the Clifton Christian 
Church, 3241 F 1/4 Road, Clifton, CO.  The 
banquet will include another scrumptious 
dinner provided by Beth Winter and crew, 
testimonies from Brandy Dorrance and Lea 
Burrows, and the music of The Homestead 
Band.  Dane McCabe will bring a message of 
hope and recovery through Christ.  Come and 
learn about what God is doing with His 
ministry at the Mesa County Jail. 
 
You can purchase tickets online ahead of the 
banquet or at the door.  Tickets are $25 each 
or you can buy a table of 8 for $180.  We 
some have tickets available in the ACC 
office.  You can also sign up to help with 
setting up or serving in the food line.  For 
more information go to http://
www.mesacountyjailministry.org/upcoming-
events/ or call Chaplain Winter at 970-712-
2568. 

Then the King will say to those on His right, óCome, you who are 
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.ô 
Matthew 25:34-36 

 
 

 

 

°

 

The Elders have created this 

section of the newsletter to keep 

our members informed of some 

of the events and projects on 

which we are working. 

http://www.mesacountyjailministry.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.mesacountyjailministry.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.mesacountyjailministry.org/upcoming-events/


 

 

February 
Joe Zeni 
Dave McIlnay 
Jack Costello 
Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

March 
Craig Spoering 
Steve Moseley 
Saul Tompkins 
Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

Second Service Greeters First Service Greeters 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card 
on Sunday; OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org; 
OR call Paul @242-8904, or Jason 
@314-0456, or Nancy @241-0858. 

 
 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 
February  

4ðDan Baker 

11ðKelly Messamer 

18ðRandy Pifer 

25ðDoug Steiner 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 
 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Scott Draper 250-7261 
swdraper@gmail.com 

Tim Hollett 970-376-5521 
timandsherry88@hotmail.com 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 

Mark Vejraska 242-8904 
kmvejraska@ascol.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

David McElfresh 719-930-0012 
davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Jennifer Murrell 434-6613 
murrpurr2@bresnan.net 
Mark Murrell 434-6613 
11racer@bresnan.net 
Kevin Vig 523-9037 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 

(no email) 

First Service Communion Servers 

February 
 4 Doug & Jan Steiner 
11 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
18 Randy & Beth Pifer 
25 Jenny Nichols 
March 
 4 Doug & Jan Steiner 
11 Kelly Messamer 
18 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
25 Randy & Beth Pifer 

February 2018 
 4 Doug Steiner 
11 Mark Vejraska 
18 Josh Vig 
25 Dan Baker 
March 
 4 Scott Draper 
11 Dave Sloan 
18 David McElfresh 
25 Doug Steiner 

First Service Communion 
& Offering Meditation 

February 
 4 Doug Steiner 
11 Mark Vejraska 
18 Josh Vig 
25 John Wilson 
March 
 4 Scott Draper 
11 Michael Costello 
18 David McElfresh 
25 Doug Steiner 

February 
 4 Joel & Marcia Williams 
11 Steve & Peggy Moseley 
18 Jane Sloan 
25 Mark & Jennifer Murrell 
March 
 4 Eldon & Daphne Bevill 
11 Charlotte Zangerle 
18 Joel & Marcia Williams 
25 Steve & Peggy Moseley 

4ðMichael & Kami Costello 
Jack & Carla Costello 
11ðJudy Dauer 
Tim Dauer 

18ðCarman Devereux 
Davis Devereux 
25ðJudy Devine 
Chois DeVinney 

February Prayer Families Second Service Communion 
& Offering Meditation 
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