
 

 

December 2020 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, as we approach this Christmas season, we should remember that the babe in the 
manger came for a purpose. He came to take care of something that we could not. We had a problem with sin, and 
God incarnate came to earth as a child to take care of “it.” To me, remembering the great love of Christ and what 
He came to do, and what He did, makes the lights brighter and my smile more available during this busy season. 
J.D. Walt, in one of my morning devotions did a great job helping me remember what Jesus Christ came to do, and 
how He did “it.”  Enjoy and I love you all, Dan 

It is Finished! What Is “It?” 
 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, 
with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.24 “Let’s 
not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might 
be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.”  So this is what the 
soldiers did. 

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, 
here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home.  28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus 
said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk 
of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” 
With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. John 19:23-30 (NIV) 

CONSIDER THIS 

What exactly is finished? Listen to the inspired witnesses and writers of Scripture. Read very slowly that you might 
listen very carefully. 

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with 
Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood 
against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. (Colossians 
2:13-15) 

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
“by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:24-25) 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 
Corinthians 5:21) 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,2 because through Christ Jesus 
the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the  
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 righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. (Romans 8:1-4) 

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. (Ephesians 2:4-5) 

THE PRAYER 

Abba Father, we thank you for your Son, Jesus, who is the author, the pioneer and the perfecter of our faith. Thank 
you for finishing what we could never complete and for opening this door for us that can never be closed. We pray 
in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

THE QUESTIONS 

1. How could something be so cosmically significant as Jesus death on the cross and so completely invisible to 
those gathered at the scene? 

2. Choose a verse or phrase from the texts listed above and focus on it—dwell on it—meditate on it. Which will 
you choose? 

3. “It is finished!” What is the significance of these words of Jesus for you today? 

For the Awakening, J.D. Walt 
Sower-in-Chief  
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Volunteers are needed for a Progressive Church event for the Foster/Adopt Com-
munity.  The past few years we have hosted a Christmas dinner and activities, 
but this year we have to do something different.  So, twelve agencies and church-
es from around the Grand Valley will be hosting a drive-by Christmas on Satur-
day, December 12, between 4-6 PM. 
 
Helpers are needed for planning, decorating the parking lot in two separate loca-
tions, monetary gifts for supplies and presents, caroling, and craft ideas.  If you 
are interested, please contact Connie Fudge or Jeanne Baker.  Let’s make this a 
memorable Christmas season for these families!! 
 

 
 

James 1:27 comes to say, “Do good works with (or for) the 
widow and orphan.”  



 

 

The Elders have created this section of the 

newsletter to keep our members informed of 

some of the events and projects on which we are 

working. 
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Thanksgiving, a time when we pause our busy lives to 
reflect on the blessings we have received this year so 
far.  I've heard of miraculous healings, felt the love 
of Jesus and watched others grow in spirituality. 
 
When the world seems totally out of control and we 
cannot get a grasp on reality; suddenly faith kicks in 
and I realize that the Lord is still in control; then there 
is a calmness in my heart. 
 
Yes, I know my Lord is with me, before, during and af-
ter the crisis. I can still rejoice in His goodness and 
love, knowing that the path through Him is still there in 
Him and is in effect for this humble follower. 
 
Let's keep our eyes on Him and our hearts full of joy 
this Thanksgiving. 
 
Doug 

This year’s Children’s Christmas Pageant is going to be a little different. Big surprise right, something will be 
different in 2020. However, this year, since we are unsure of what will be possible in the days to come, we 
have decided to do something fun and special. Over the last several weeks, our kids have been learning the 
Christmas story from the scriptures. Then, they are putting on costumes and acting out this awesome story 
in front of the camera. The rough cuts I have seen so far have been great, and we cannot wait to share them 
with you. Hopefully, the world premiere will be at our annual pageant gathering on December 20 at 4:00 PM. 
However, if we are unable to meet, then we will share this video with all who want to see it. In the coming 
days, be on the lookout for the latest updates as to what we are planning to do. 

I would like to take a moment to thank the amazing Children’s Ministry people who have worked so hard to 
make this a fun learning experience for our kids. So, John Wilson, Elisabeth Wilson, Talitha Costello, Michael 
Costello, Jenny Nichols, and the parents of our kids, Thank you so very much for all your hard work. Making 
props, building sets, writing scripts, videotaping, video editing, and teaching the kids, you have truly put in a 
huge effort. I know as a father of some of your actors, that this effort has created a meaningful and powerful 
time for the kids. There is no way this would have happened without you. I can’t wait to see the final Pag-
eant video when it’s all done. I know without a doubt that it will be a bless-
ing to the kids and to our whole church.  

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You.                                                                           

Sincerely, 

Alan Dyson 



 

 

At A Glance 

December 2020 
7– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM 
10- Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM 
12– Progressive Christmas Drive-By, 4-6PM 
13- Mission Team Meeting 
16-Christmas Caroling, 5:00 PM chili, 530 PM 
Caroling, meet at church to break into teams 
18– Building in use, all day/night 
20– Kid’s Christmas pageant/refreshments,4:00PM  
24– Christmas Eve service, 6:00 PM 
25– Christmas Day with Bakers, 12:00 PM sign up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 AM Worship Services 

(Mask only 9:15 in WC) 
• 6:00 PM, Meal before Bible Study 
• 6:30 PM, Men’s Bible Study, AC, Contact 

Michael Costello, 970-260-6261 
• 6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study, WC, Contact 

Kari Dyson, 928-581-2735 
• 6:00 PM  Sunday night Youth Group  
 
 
Office hours are: 9:00 AM-2:00 PM, M-Th. 

For more information on any event, go to our 
website and click on calendar.   Then click on the 

event to get more information. 
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar 

 
January 2021 
1-New Year’s Day 
4- Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM 
10-Mission Team Meeting 
14- Diaconate Meeting 

   4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you everyone for your partici-
pation in the 2020 Operation Christ-
mas Child Shoebox project.   We col-
lected an amazing 180 boxes!  There 
are many, many blessed children re-
ceiving these boxes.  Thanks for the 
gifts, financial support, and prayers.  
What a great job!  Please continue 

praying for the children and youth re-
ceiving these boxes and pray that 

they will be open to the Gospel being 
shared. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar
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DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 

Keith & Connie Bradley  
Grand Junction Rescue Mission – Lighthouse  

 
550 South Avenue  

P. O. Box 3461  
Grand Junction, CO 81502  

Phone: 970-243-4230  
Fax: 970-243-2333  

Email: rescuemission83@hotmail.com  
merlinb42@yahoo.com  

https://gjrescuemission.wixsite.com/rescuemission  
Birthdays: Keith – Feb. 22, Connie – March 12  

Wedding Anniversary: June 13  
Ministry: Lighthouse Gospel Ministries of Grand Junction has been operating since early 

1980s. A new men’s shelter offering showers and beds for up to 50 men was built in 
2010. Morning and evening meals are provided, as well as toiletries and clothing when 
needed. A low-income dental clinic is also available. Attendance at the evening worship/
Bible study is required. Church services are held at the mission every Sunday at 10 AM.  
Prayer Requests: That lives would be changed by Christ. We are seeking committed 

prayer partners. Good health for the staff and their families.  
“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

Phil. 4:19  



 

 

 
 

Seeking Her as Silver 
By Chaplain Michael A. Hernandez 

 
 

“If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will understand the 

fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” Proverbs 2:4-5 

 

We are called to seek wisdom as we would silver or any earthly valued possession for that matter. The obvious 
question however is what is wisdom and how is it attained? 

 
 
The book of Proverbs cites that “wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets she 
raises her voice; at the head of the noisy streets she cries out; at the entrance of the 
city gates she speaks: “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?” 
 
Question…is it possible that these simple beings may be living their lives with a 
false and tailored wisdom? Going deeper, how does one measure wisdom?  Consider 
these forms. If one can claim to have kept the Holy Day Sabbath for over twenty 
years and not forsaking the fellowship of the saints, would this equate to wisdom?  

 
   Michael A. Hernandez 

 
It would not. While biblical knowledge and gathering amongst the holy is important and needs to be main-
tained, the necessity of personal spiritual application and obedience to biblical principles is required as 
knowledge itself does not equate to wisdom. 
 
Many people attain life wisdom throughout their years of life. While there is much to be said about the crown 
of gray hair, do many years of life experience equate to Godly wisdom? They do not.  
 
Many people acquire personal social perspectives slanted by a myriad of influences such as relationships and 
social media. Is this equivalent to Godly wisdom? It is not. 
 
Many people acquire a cultural wisdom impacted by infused norms and traditional culture. Is this equivalent to 
Godly wisdom? It is not.  
 
Many people possess a good and natural heart for that which is good. Do good-hearted, well-intended people 
equate to possessing holy wisdom? They do not. While there is nobility in living a good and quiet life wanting 
only good things for self and others, Jesus himself asked, “Why do you call me good?” (Mark 10:18). Even 
goodness or mere good intentions without Holy Spirit wisdom does not equate to wisdom.  
 
 

“I believe we all have a natural inclination to trust our own developed and progressive spiritual 
evolution and convenient righteous reasoning…this form of tailored and compromised wisdom can 

be more equated with idolatry and unforeseen eternal consequences.” 
 
We must remember that wisdom is a gift bestowed by God as it is decreed in His Word, “If any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”  
 

Continued on page 7 
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I believe we all have a natural inclination to trust developed and progressive spiritual evolution and convenient 
righteous reasoning. This misleading mindset however can spawn one to live their entire life believing they 
abided within a godly wisdom. Unfortunately, this form of tailored and compromised wisdom can be more 
equated with idolatry and unforeseen eternal consequences.   
 
Sadly, there are those who live their life according to their own custom-made spiritual standards. The truth of 
the matter is that sin cannot be quantified, justified, tailored, excused, ignored, or deemed as good if we are truly 
being honest with ourselves as Christians who are declaring ourselves as abiding Disciples of Christ. As we 
continue to wade within a compromising world, we must remain spiritually cognizant in asking ourselves if the 
choices we are making are based upon our conveniences and the morals of the masses.  
 
Having said this, the Lord reminded Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” What a mighty message of hope in knowing that our will and our ability to abide is not something 
we must shoulder alone. God’s Word is alive, speaking and equipping the work of the Holy Spirit within us to 
go forth and be the light and salt of this world! 
 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 

thoughts and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
 
Only Holy Spirit infused wisdom is the type of wisdom we are called to beseech and adhere to. This exclusive 
Godly wisdom will invariably change our lives once we choose to carefully examine our way of thinking and 
thoroughly and humbly examine if our lifestyle is in accordance with the infallible and Holy Word of God.  
 
I love the verse cited in Proverbs which prompts one to examine themselves via the sincerity of the prayer of 

David, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my anxious thoughts and see if there be any 
wicked (or offensive) way within me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  
 
What a powerful and beautiful thing that could be if we all earnestly approached the Lord with this type of hu-
mility and earnest love for God, in our quest to become the very best version of ourselves…led by the wisdom 
of the Holy Spirit! 
 
Feel free to share your thoughts regarding this article with: 
 
Michael A. Hernandez 
Chaplain 
Mesa County Jail Ministry 
hisservant2000@gmail.com 
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 CASA POR CRISTO MISSION TRIP 
MARCH 21-27, 2021 
 
It is important that anyone who wants to go on this mission trip obtain their passport ASAP.  There are 
two types.  A card good only for Mexico and Canada or a passport for anywhere in the world.  You can 
get all the information you need for a card or passport at www.travel.state.gov.  Trip information pack-
ets are available in the ACC office.  We must know soon who wants to participate.    
 Let Alan or Jeanne get your name on the list.  We need at least 15 workers  

http://www.travel.state.gov.
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First Service Communion Servers   
December  January  

6-Saul Tompkins  3-Saul Tompkins 
13-Jack Costello  10-Jack Costello 
20-Connie Fudge  17-Connie Fudge 
27-Jim Rogers  24-Jim Rogers 
                                  31-Levi Willis 
 

 
 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Prayer card on Sunday (check the box 
to be included in the weekly email 

distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org / 
OR call 

Nancy @970-241-0858 or  
Michael H. 720-498-7944. 

 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 
December Teams 

  6-Kugler/Messamer 

   13– Vig/Steiner 

                    20– Baker/Costello                          

27-Dyson/Weber 

 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

 
Pastor Alan Dyson 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 
 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

 
Dan Baker 822-2717 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 
 

Michael Costello 260-6261 
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org 

 
Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 
 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 

 
Kevin Vig 216-7993 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
 

John Wilson 640-6326, Chair 
jewilson@frontier.net 

 
Diaconate: 

Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 

Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Barb Easlick 330-417-0617 
barbeaslick@gmail.com 

Nancy Hagerman 241-0858 
hagerman@acsol.net 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733 
damjammin2000@yahoo.com 
David McElfresh 719-930-0012 

davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Barb Robinson 208-4981 
canyonrn49@gmail.com 
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair 

warrior24@acsol.net 
Donna Ward 623-3665 

wardmom@fruitawireless.com 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 

charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 

First Service    Second Service 
December    December 
6-Brian Waggoner   6-Chris Weber 
13-Alan Dyson    13-Doug Steiner 
20-John Wilson    20- Michael Costello 
27-Josh Vig    27-Josh Vig 
 
January     January  
3-Brian Waggoner   3-Jenny Nichols 
10-Alan Dyson    10-Levi Willis 
17-John Wilson    17-Chris Weber 
24-Josh Vig    24- Josh Vig 
31-Dan Baker    31-Doug Steiner 

GREETERS 

First Service    Second Service  
December 2020    December 2020 
6-Wanda Archer    6-Yvette Caldwell 
13-Jim Rogers    13-Jenny Nichols 
20-Brian Waggoner   20-Levi Willis 
27-Charlotte Zangerle   27-Kathy/Kelly Messamer 
January 2021    January 2021 
3-Wanda Archer    3-Donna Jean Ganss 
10-Jim Rogers    10-Debbie McDonald  
17-Brian Waggoner   17-Connie/Louis Martinez 
24-Charlotte Zangerle   24-Becca Greene/Cris Hoche 
31-Levi Willis    31-Doug/Jan Steiner 
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December Prayer Families and Schools 
6-David & CC McElfresh 

Zack McElfresh 

Fruitvale Elementary 

13-Ellen Mead 

Ron & Sandy Meade-Calkins 

Loma Elementary 

20-Kelly & Kathy Messamer 

Mary Miller 

Mesa View Elementary 

27-Sherman & Iris Moore 

Steve & Peggy Moseley 

New Emerson School at Columbus 

 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  

   DECEMBER 2020 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

8:00, 9:15, 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

jeanne@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:jeanne@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

