
 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

Saturday, November 30, we will be 
decorating both buildings.  Meet at 9:00 AM. 
  
Our church is hosting a Christmas dinner 
and fun night for the Foster Care Kinship 
group on December 10 at 5:00 PM. Please 
join us in encouraging and supporting this 
service outreach to the community.  Sign up 
sheet at welcome desk. (see article on page 7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Christmas Pageant and Fellowship 
Meal is Sunday, December 15. Pageant is at 
4:00 PM with a meal to follow.   More 
information to come. 
 
Office will be closed Tuesday and 
Wednesday, December 24-25 and December 
31-January 1.  
 

 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Al-
ways be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and re-
spect.” (1 Peter 3:15) 
     I have used this passage, in one way or another, in 
almost every service since I have been here. It is a 
direction for us to share our hope in Christ with oth-
ers.   
     As we approach this season where we celebrate 
God’s gift of hope to us through Christ, it is also a 
season of challenges for many of us.  It seems like 
we have more time to think, we remember those who 
are gone, and opportunities we have missed, or it 
could also be that it just gets darker so much sooner. 
     In a season where hope is remembered in every 
manger scene, it is sometimes easy to struggle with 
our own sense of hope.  And let’s face it, it is hard to 
share the Hope we have in Christ, when we are 
struggling with our own hope. 
     When I read the following meditation from Tony 
Evans, who is currently walking with his wife 
through a fairly aggressive cancer, I thought it might 

be useful to you, or someone you know to read this 
and be encouraged.  Enjoy, and know I love you all.  
Dan                    Hope by Faith 

     Whenever I counsel someone who is struggling 
with emotional strongholds, I always want to check 
their hope-meter. Because when you have lost your 
hope, you have lost everything. Simply defined, 
hope is the belief that my tomorrow will be better 
than my today. David knew about the power of hope 
when life looked hopeless. 
     Psalm 42:1 says, “As the deer pants for the water 
brooks, so my soul pants for You, O God.” Without 
reading further into the psalm, it sounds as if every-
thing is okay with David. But it’s not. Verse three 

says, “My tears have been my food day and night.” 
Friend, when your tears are your food day and night, 
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                                            Your Effect in This World 
 

 
When a hypothesis is proposed, scientists look for evidence to support it or nullify it. Oftentimes however, the research 
yields a null effect. This is typically a disappointing result in that the evidence has neither proved nor disproved the hy-
pothesis. Sadly, this is the same effect many Christians in the church play today. In theory, Christians may know OF Je-
sus and may even possess a knowledge of the Gospel. However, when the rubber hits the road and the opportunity to 
share the good news arises, many Christians instead have a null effect. 

 
Ms. Betty  

I needn’t only look to my own sanctification as a former “religious zealot!” I placed my eternity into a religious belief 
system rather than the atoning blood of Christ. Had it not been for the experience of a neighboring outspoken African-
American woman who did not mince words when it came down to sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Her name was 
Betty Davis.  I was resistant to truth as I clung to traditional religion instilled within this twenty-one year old Hispanic 
young man.  Despite my years of religious upbringing, the boundaries of childhood teachings could not counter the truth 
of the Word of God. I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and was shortly baptized thereafter in 1990.  Now as 
a fifty year old man, I am ever aware of sharing the Gospel, perhaps not as fervently as Ms. Betty, but nonetheless. She 
went on to be with the Lord a few years later. Still, she is the one person I am most eager to thank when my time on earth 
has passed!   

What Are We Called to Do? 
The bible tells us to go forth and share the Good News and certain verses warn us of not doing so…”If you don’t speak 
out to warn the evil person to leave his evil way, he will die in his sin. But I will hold you responsible for his 
death.” Beyond the dramatic biblical warnings, I cannot help but to wonder what intrinsic factors cause people to shy 
away from what is perhaps the single most important decision a person can make regarding their impending eternity. 

 
A Spiritual Phenomena 

But why do you suppose Christians refrain from sharing? Why would a believer choose not to share the gift of salva-
tion?  One might say they don't want to offend others. Others may fear rejection. Worse yet, they may be seeking the af-
fections and the acceptance of the world.  I’ve heard it said that we would more quickly share the experience about a 
good restaurant than we would about the eternal goings of one’s soul. 
 

Despite the Judgements and Persecution… 
One cannot deny the persecution of Christians by way of today’s liberal beliefs which seems to be greater intimidating 
the church. Despite this, I choose to embrace the promise written in Luke 21…“Don't worry about what you will say to 
defend yourselves. I will give you the wisdom to know what to say.”  While this may not necessarily guarantee one will 
not be mocked or rejected, I believe one must hold fast in remembering that we have the strength and support of the Holy 
Spirit!  18th century preacher Charles Spurgeon once said…"A tried saint brings more glory to God than an untried one.” 

 
What Will You Reflect? 

The question then is are you willing to reflect the love of God by encouraging others and sharing the Good News of the 
Gospel? What will you do then? Will you be a light in an increasingly dark world? Or will you have a null effect upon 
the world?  
 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 
·         What is the greatest barrier you face which prevents you from sharing the Gospel of  Christ? 
 
·         Would you be willing to share your fears with others in order to become sharpened and greater equipped  
           regarding your own walk with Christ? 
 
·         Has anyone shared the truth of Jesus Christ with you? If yes, have you shared this truth with others? 
 
Please feel free to share your thoughts. You may email your responses to firstcorinthianslove@gmail.com. All email in-
formation will be kept private and will not be shared unless authorized by you. 

http://gmail.com/
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that means you are really suffering from hope-
lessness and despair. As David pens this psalm, 
he is depressed, and his soul is discouraged. Yet 

he says he is going to remember the Lord.  

     “The Lord will command His lovingkind-
ness,” David writes (v. 8). Though God has not 
done it yet, David has confidence that He will. So 
he talks to himself. He writes to himself—he 
journals about his faith in God. There are times 
when life crumbles around you, your friends may 
not be nearby or they may be telling you the 
wrong things when you need to take it upon your-
self to speak to yourself. Look at yourself in the 
mirror and speak God’s truth. Write notes to 
yourself, and leave them in places you will see 
them. Encourage yourself. This is what David did 
on several occasions.  
     He asks himself, “Why are you in despair, O 
my soul? And why have you become disturbed 
within me?” He doesn’t deny his pain or avoid it, 
rather he addresses it and tells himself what to do. 
“Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him, the help 
of my countenance and my God” (v. 11).   
     What changed David’s feelings of hopeless-
ness and discouragement? He looked in a differ-
ent direction. He looked at what God was going 
to do, even though he couldn’t see it at the time. 
In other words, he looked by faith. 
     The way to overcome the emotional strong-
hold of despair, depression or hopelessness is to 
fast-forward through the tough times—the battle 
scenes, the drought—to the end. Look toward the 
place where you surrender your thoughts to the 
love, grace and faithfulness of God. 
     When you do that, then the thing that is caus-
ing you to feel the way you do will no longer own 
you. Whatever is going wrong in your life will 
not have the last word. Remember, Satan may 
have “a” word, the doctor may have “a” word, 
your job, friends or spouse may have “a” word, 
but God always has the final word. 
 
Be encouraged, 
 

Tony Evans 

 

The Elders have created 
this section of the newslet-
ter to keep our members 
informed of some of the 
events and projects on 
which we are working.  

 

Ah yes, that wonderful month 
that we celebrate Jesus's birth and 
offer gifts to others IN His honor. 
Perhaps we should be giving much 
greater offerings to Him through 
our weekly offerings instead of 
trying to out-give each other to 
loved ones in our realm. 
       Jesus gave His all that we 
might have eternal life.  Doesn't it 
make sense to give more of us to 
Him? 
 
Doug  



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith & Connie Bradley  
Grand Junction Rescue Mission – Lighthouse Gospel Ministries  

550 South Avenue  
P. O. Box 3461  

Grand Junction, CO 81502  
Phone: 970-243-4230  

Fax: 970-243-2333  
Email: rescuemission83@hotmail.com  

merlinb42@yahoo.com  
https://gjrescuemission.wixsite.com/rescuemission  

Birthdays: Keith – Feb. 22, Connie – March 12  
Wedding Anniversary: June 13  

Ministry: Lighthouse Gospel Ministries of Grand Junction has been operating since 
early 1980s. A new men’s shelter offering showers and beds for up to 50 men was built 

in 2010. Morning and evening meals are provided, as well as toiletries and clothing 
when needed. A low income dental clinic is also available. Attendance at the evening 

worship/Bible study is required. Church services are held at the mission every Sunday 
at 10:00 AM.  

Prayer Requests: That lives would be changed by Christ. We are seeking committed 
prayer partners. Good health for the staff and their families.  

“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19  



 

 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to des-
pair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the 
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. (II 
Cor. 4:8-10). 
 
James says: Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials (James 1:2). 
WHY? Below are listed only three of the amazing blessings we receive when God allows trials in 
our lives. Consider the following: 

 

#1: Trials are an opportunity to strengthen our faith. Muscles do not grow strong without using 
them and neither does faith. The Lord knows what it takes to pro-
duce faith more precious than gold in our lives—and He knows 
those of us who “want to live godly in Christ Jesus.” 

Peter tells us that trials will show that our faith is sincere. “These 
trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as 
fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more pre-
cious than mere gold,” 1 Peter 1:7. I bought a photograph long 
ago because it speaks to me. The picture is of a gnarled and 
twisted old tree growing sideways out of a cliff with a raging river 
far below. That tree became that way only by withstanding the 
onslaught of wind and rain for many years. Its roots grew deep 
and it hangs on because it can no longer be shaken. I want to be 
like that. So at peace in my trials—so confident that God is 

there—that I could be a little bird in a nest in that tree without a worry that God might fail and I 
might fall. 

That type of faith develops and grows when we lean on God’s faithfulness through our trials. 
Let’s try to think of that the next time the storms begin to rage against us. Let’s refuse to panic 
and remember we are in the boat with our Savior and Lord. We can whisper the name, “Jesus.” 
We can remember that even though He may seem asleep He is still very much in control. We can 
stop worrying about how big our problems are and begin to tell our problems how big our God is. 
This exercise will begin building a strong faith. 

#2: Trials are also an opportunity to glorify God. I Peter 1:7 continues: “So when your faith re-
mains strong through many trials, it will bring much praise and glory and honor…” How angry do 
you think it makes the enemy when he throws the worst he has at us and it results in praise to 
God rather than despair? How pleased and tender our Father is when we turn to Him in humble 
submission and rejoice in the fact that He is GOOD! We must understand that nothing can touch 
us unless it comes through Him first—and if He allows it, than it has come for a great purpose. 
When we acknowledge to the world that God is trustworthy in spite of the darkness about us we 
bring honor to His name. We are fulfilling the scripture, “Then I heard every creature in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth and in the sea. They sang: “Blessing and honor and glory and 
power belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb forever and ever.”  Revelation 
5:13 

#3: Trials are an excellent opportunity for evangelism. Peter completes his sentence in I Pet. 
1:7 by saying: “it will bring much praise and glory and honor—on the day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the whole world.” We can depend on the fact that we are being watched. Some may 
watch because they believe Christians are no different from others. Let’s prove them wrong! We 
should be models of kindness, patience and love. 

Other’s watch because they are tired of life and want something better. We can offer that. Tri-
als give them opportunity to see God in action in our lives. They can see peace, joy and hope in 
the midst of pain and begin to thirst for our Father. And because we’ve been faithful we are 
there to point the way. 

God is looking for a band of faithful Christians that will testify to His faithfulness when the world 
is spinning out of control. Soldiers that will not be shaken when all that can be is removed so at 
the end we can say: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith,” I Tim. 4:7          Nancy Hagerman 



 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  (OCC) 
(Ministry of Samaritan's Purse) 

 
Thank you all for participating in the Shoebox ministry.  This year our church 
collected 142 boxes.  Last year Appleton filled 110 boxes....    
 
Thank you and God Bless each of you who have participated!  This is a great 
way to spread the Gospel.     
 
Donna Jean, you are amazing and did a great job organizing this!! 

 



 

 

Thank you to the members of Appleton Chris-
tian Church for hosting the Project 1:27 spon-
sored Kinship Support Group Christmas party 
for the second year in a row.  By providing 
dinner and activities these beautiful families 
get a feeling of family beyond their 
own.  Many of those who attend support 
group on a monthly basis are grandparents, 
aunts, uncles or even just friends who have 
answered the call to raise their grandchildren 
etc. Christmas time can be tough for anyone, 
but when you have a "broken" family dynamic 
many challenges can arise, and having an op-
portunity to get together with others experi-
encing some of the same things can bring a 
sense of peace to all.  Your support over the 
years has been much appreciated by all the 
families served by Project 1:27. 

 

Meagan Weaver 
Family Care Manager 
P:970-639-0009 

In Colorado there are 1451 children or 
teens growing up with Kinship fami-
ly.  There are many ways to offer support 
and your generosity has been amazing. If 
you would like to learn more please visit 
www.project127.com or feel free to 
email mweaver@project127.com or 
lmcginnett@project127.com or you can 
join our monthly church network meet-
ings on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at Northeast Christian church at 9 a.m., 
where we gather to update our support 
and pray for those who are involved in 
Foster/Kinship care in Mesa County. 
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December 
2-Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM 
7– Pearl Harbor Day 
8-Mission Team Meeting, 12:00 PM 
10–Foster Care, Kin Christmas Party, 5:00-8:00PM 
12-Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM 
14-Christmas Pageant Rehearsal,10:00 AM 
15-Christmas Pageant and Meal, 4:00 PM 
19-Christmas Caroling, 5:00 PM 
24-Christmas Eve Service, 6:00 PM 
25–Appleton Family Dinner, 12:00 PM 
29-Nursing Home, 3:00 PM 
31-New Years Eve Watch Party, 8:00 PM 
 
Weekly Ongoing 
• 8:00 and 10:30 AM Worship Services 
• 9:30 AM, Sunday adult class, A.R.K.,  
• Activities Center 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday night Men’s Bible Study 

MPR, Activities Center 
• 6:30 PM,  Women’s Bible Study, Old Testament 

Survey 
• 6:00 PM  Sunday night Youth Group  
 
Office hours are: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM, M-TH. 
 
January, 2020 
1– New Years Day 
6– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM 
8-Game Night, 6:00 PM 
9-Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 
 
 
 

For more information on any event, go to our  
website and click on calendar.   Then click on the 

event to get more information. 
 

http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar 

http://www.project127.com/
mailto:mweaver@project127.com
mailto:lmcginnett@project127.com
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar


 

 



 

 

First Service Communion Lead Server 
December   January 
1-Mark Murrell  5-Steve Moseley 
8-Connie. Fudge  12-Saul Tompkins 
15-Jack Costello  19-Mark Murrell 
22-Jim Rogers  26-Connie Fudge 
29-Craig Spoering 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card on 
Sunday (check the box to be included 

in the weekly email distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org ; OR 
call Paul @242-8904, or  

Nancy @241-0858 or Michael H.  
720-498-7944. 

 
For shut-in communion,  

please call 242-7380 during office 
hours or contact person listed below: 

 
December Teams 

1-Dyson/Easlick 

8-Pifer/Weber 

15-Kugler/Messamer 

22-Baker/Costello 

29-Vig/Steiner 

 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Michael Costello 260-6261 
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org 

Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 
Kevin Vig 216-7993 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair 

jewilson@frontier.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Barb Easlick 330-417-0617 
barbeaslick@gmail.com 

Nancy Hagerman 241-0858 
hagerman@acsol.net 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733 
damjammin2000@yahoo.com 
David McElfresh 719-930-0012 

davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Barb Robinson 208-4981 
canyonrn49@gmail.com 
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair 

warrior24@acsol.net 
Donna Ward 623-3665 

wardmom@fruitawireless.com 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 

charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 

First Service    Second Service 
December    December 
1-Brian Waggoner   1-Doug Steiner 
8-David McElfresh   8-Michael Costello 
15-Dave Sloan    15-John Wilson 
22-Josh Vig    22-Josh Vig 
29-Alan Dyson    29-Alan Dyson 
 
January     January 
5-Brian Waggoner   5-Jenny Nichols 
12-David McElfresh   12-David McElfresh 
19-Dave Sloan    19-Doug Steiner  
26-Josh Vig    26-Josh Vig 

   GREETERS 

First Service    Second Servic 
December    December 
1-Dustin Von Ehrenkrook   1-Jeanne Baker 
8-Brian Waggoner    8-Barb Robinson 
15-Levi Willis    15-Debbie McDonald 
22–Jean Radebaugh   22-Kelly & Kathy Messamer 
29-Mark & Jennifer Murrell   29-Donna Jean Ganss  
January     January 
5-Daphne & Eldon Bevill   5-Rebecca Greene/Cris Hoche 
12-Charlotte Zangerle   12-Doug & Jan Steiner 
19-Sandy Calkins    19-Yvette Caldwell 
26-Cheryl Cole & Judy Devine  26-Jenny Nichols 
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December Prayer Families and Schools 
1-Grady Lee Palmer & Sabrina Barslund 

Randy & Beth Pifer 

Chatfield Elementary School 

8-Elaine Powers, 

Jean Radebaugh 

Chipeta Elementary School 

15-Tim & Karen Ranville 

Matt & Catherine Richardson & Family 

Clifton Elementary School 

22-Barbara & Michael Robinson 

Jim Rogers 

Dos Rios Elementary 

29-Mike & Lynette Ross 

Sharon Shearer 

Dual Immersion  Academy 

 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:djsteiner@acsol.net
mailto:boomer1063@acsol.net
mailto:jewilson@frontier.net


 

 

The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  

DECEMBER 2019 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

jeanne@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:jeanne@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

