December 2018

To grow fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

At A Glance
THANK YOU! We packed 110 shoeboxes
for Operation Christmas Child! Through
the month of December, please pray for the
shoeboxes and the children receiving them.
Saturday, December 1, we’ll be decorating
both buildings. Meet at 9:00 AM. Lunch
will be served.
Our Christmas Pageant and Fellowship
Meal is Sunday, December 16. Pageant is
at 4:00 PM with meal to follow. Church
will provide meat, sign up to bring side
dishes. See page 4.
Office will be closed Monday and Tuesday,
December 24-25 and December 31-January
1.
Due to calendar conflicts, during the month
of December, Pickleball meet every
Wednesday except December 26, and only
on Saturday, December 22 at 10:30 AM in
the Activities Center. It’s a big DILL!
Contact Kelly Messamer, 970-424-6864.
The Ladies’ Prayer Group meets
Wednesday mornings at 6:45 in the
Activities Center foyer. Please contact
Karen Vejraska (970-242-8904 or email
(kmvejraska@acsol.net) for more
information.

Merry Christmas

THE APPLE
PRESS

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
I love this time of year when we offer
“Thanksgiving” to God and celebrate the gift (birth)
of our Savior Jesus. It has always been ironic that
when we are celebrating the birth of the “Prince of
Peace” our world is usually so full of activity and
responsibilities that peace is not found anywhere.
Oswald Chambers taught a lot of people
studying for ministry and noted that it is easy to be so
busy for the Lord that we forget that the most
important thing is to be in relationship with Him. I
offer to you some of the wisdom he has given me in
his work “My Utmost for His Highest.”
The great enemy to the Lord Jesus Christ in the
present day is the conception of practical work that
has not come from the New Testament, but from the
systems of the world in which endless energy and
activities are insisted upon, but no private life with
God.
The emphasis is put on the wrong thing. Jesus said,
“The kingdom of God cometh not with observation; …
for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you,” a
hidden, obscure thing. An active Christian worker too
often lives in the shop window. It is the innermost of
the innermost that reveals the power of the life.
We have to get rid of the plague of the spirit of the
religious age in which we live. In Our Lord’s life
there was none of the press and rush of tremendous
activity that we regard so highly, and the disciple is
to be as his Master. The central thing about the
Continued on page 3

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays. You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org).
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If you have been a believer for a while, then I know
you have been told that you should be reading and
studying your Bible. Have you ever asked yourself why?
Why should believers read/study their Bibles? Let me see
if I can give you a few answers to this question.
One of the primary reasons we should read and
study our Bibles is because it is literally “God-breathed” (2
Tim. 3:16). Or to say it another way, it is God’s words to
us. Throughout the ages, people have looked to the
heavens for answers to some of life’s greatest questions.
Where did we come from? Why am I here? What happens
after death? If there is a heaven and how do I get there?
Why is there evil? Why do I sin? People have also looked
for answers to less lofty but still very important questions
like: How can I have a great marriage? How do I raise my
kids? How should I treat others? What really matters in
life? What do I do when circumstances are out of control?
There are so many questions that people from philosophers
to farmers have asked of God, and the answers can be
found in His Word, we just need to look.
We should also read and study our Bibles because
it is like no other book. The Bible does not simply give
moral teachings and ask us to trust it. Rather the Bible is
filled with hundreds of detailed prophecies, historical
accounts, even scientific facts. The Bible asks us not to
trust it, but to test it and see that it is reliable. In fact, the
Bible has been tested since it was written. People have
tried to disprove and discredit the Bible to no avail. When
you read the Bible, you can be assured that it is not only
reliable, but it is also accurate, without error. We are given
assurance that God's Word is true when it discusses
spiritual areas that we cannot test with our senses by
showing itself true in those areas that we can test.
We should read and study the Bible because it is as
relevant for us today as it was the day it was written. While
culture changes, technology changes, and even lifestyle
changes, the nature of mankind and the desires of
mankind’s heart never change. As we read through the
Bible we learn that, “there is nothing new under the
sun” (Ecc. 1:9). And yet, while mankind’s nature does not
change, and we continue to seek love and satisfaction in
places where it will never be found. We can also be
assured that God is also unchanging. God, in His Word,
reveals to us that He is our creator, that He is good, and
that lasting Joy is found only in Him. The Bible is so
important that Jesus said, “Man does not live on bread
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God” (Matt. 4:4). The point is, if we want to live a
complete and full life, as God desires for us, then we must
listen to and obey God’s Word, the Bible.
We should read and study our Bible because we are
surrounded by false teachings concerning God. The Bible
allows us to tell truth from error. It reveals the character
and nature of God. Too many teachings today speak of
God and His character wrongly which leads people to not
worship God, but rather a false God of their own creation.
We must worship God for who He is and avoid

worshipping Him for who He is not. The Bible teaches us
how we are made right with God, and how we are saved.
It is not by being good enough, or doing enough good
things, or anything we do, but it is by grace through faith
that we are saved. The Bible also reveals how much God
loves us. It is through learning about and understanding
the Love of God that we are drawn to him.
The Bible:
Equips us to serve God (2 Tim. 3:17; Eph.
6:17; Heb. 4:12)
Helps us know how to be saved from our sins
(2 Tim. 3:15)
Reveals the ultimate consequence of our sins
(2 Tim. 3:15)
To see and conquer sin in our life (Psalm
119:9, 11)
Gives us guidance in life (Psalm 32:8,
119:99)
Makes us wise (Proverbs 1:6)
Keeps us from wasting our lives on that
which does not matter (Matt. 7:24-27)
The Bible allows us to learn from the mistakes of
others. It opens our eyes to the true consequences of
sinful temptations, so that we can avoid repeating the
mistakes of those who have come before us. It is true, that
experience is a great teacher, but when it comes to
learning from sin, it is also a terribly hard teacher. It is far
better to learn from others’ mistakes. There are so many
Bible characters to learn from, some of whom can serve
as both positive and negative role models at different
times in their lives. For example, David, in his defeat of
Goliath, teaches us that God is greater than anything He
asks us to face (1 Samuel 17), while his giving in to the
temptation to commit adultery with Bathsheba reveals just
how long-lasting and terrible the consequences of a
moment's sinful pleasure can be (2 Samuel 11).
The Bible is a book that is not merely for reading.
It is a book for studying so that it can be applied.
Otherwise, it is like swallowing food without chewing
and then spitting it back out again—no nutritional value is
gained by it. The Bible is God's Word. As such, it is as
binding as the laws of nature. We can ignore it, but we do
so to our own detriment, just as we would if we ignored
the law of gravity. It cannot be emphasized strongly
enough just how important the Bible is to our lives.
Studying the Bible can be compared to mining for gold. If
we make little effort and merely "sift through the pebbles
in a stream," we will only find a little gold dust. But the
more we make an effort to really dig into it, the more
reward we will gain for our effort.
Blessings,
Pastor Alan
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
928-580-9856
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December
1—Decorate buildings for Christmas, 9 AM
2—First Sunday Advent
4—Kindship Dinner, 5:15 PM
7—Pearl Harbor Day
9—Second Sunday Advent
Mission Team Meeting, noon
10—Board Meeting, 6 PM
13—Diaconate Meeting, A.R.K., Activities
Center, 6:30 PM
15—Pageant Rehearsal, 10A-1:30P
16—Third Sunday Advent
Christmas Pageant and Fellowship Meal, 5:PM
19—Newsletter deadline, 11 AM
23—Fourth Sunday Advent
24-25—Office Closed
24—Christmas Eve Service, 6 PM
25—ACC Family Meal, noon
30—Fifth Sunday
31—New Year’s Eve Watch Party, 8 PM
31—Office closed

January 2019
1—Office closed
10—Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM
13—Missions Team Meeting, noon
14—Board Meeting, 6 PM
18—Speech/Debate Registration
20—Fellowship Meal/Annual
Meeting12:30/1:30PM
23—Newsletter deadline, 11 AM

kingdom of Jesus Christ is a personal
relationship to Himself, not public
usefulness to men.
It is not its practical activities that are
the strength of this Bible Training College,
its whole strength lies in the fact that here
you are put into soak before God. You have
no idea of where God is going to engineer
your circumstances, no knowledge of what
strain is going to be put on you either at
home or abroad, and if you waste your time
in over-active energies instead of getting
into soak on the great fundamental truths of
God’s Redemption, you will snap when the
strain comes; but if this time of soaking
before God is being spent in getting rooted
and grounded in God on the un-practical
line, you will remain true to Him whatever
happens.
I invite you this season, to “soak” in
time with the Lord, our very own Prince of
Peace. Jesus came to this world to establish
a way to have a relationship with God, and
too often we get too busy for Him. Please
make that your gift to Him this year, time
with Him in prayer, and time with Him in
His Word. Welcome His Peace this season.
I love you all, Pastor Dan
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WWJD/WDJD
Not “What Would Jesus Do, but “What Did Jesus Do!”
Jesus willfully left the peacefulness of heaven for us.
Jesus came as a baby, and was, fully human, so as to
AGT Show and Silent Auction is scheduled for relate to us.
Saturday, February 2, 2019. Start thinking
Jesus matured as a human, as God in the flesh, to
about what talent you want to share or item you show us what God is like.
Jesus maintained a sinless life so as to make the
want to donate for the auction. There will be a
required sacrifice on the cross for the only acceptable
dessert intermission to which you can also
contribute something scrumptious and decadent. payment for us.
Jesus loved us so much that He willfully gave up
Contact Aleta Beaslin to contribute to the AGT
His
life
for us.
Show and Auction.
Jesus rose from the dead to prove He is the one and
only true God who has victory over the grave.
This is a fundraiser for the Casas por Cristo
Jesus revealed the scars on His hands to prove it is
mission trip in March of 2019. A three-room
finished.
casa costs $6,900 to build, plus we need travel
Jesus went back to heaven to His rightful place with
and lodging expenses. We need a Team
God.
Leader and 15 trabajadores (workers) to go.
Jesus paved the only path to heaven for those who
Information packets are available in the
answer His call.
Worship Center Welcome Center. You MUST
Jesus is alive and working at getting people home.
It’s not “What Would Jesus Do”, it’s what He did!
have a passport book or passport card to cross
This Christmas, ask yourself and your loved ones if they
the border and RETURN! Most countries
have received this great gift. What is the gift? It is eternal
require a 6-month validation on the book or
life that can only be yours when you realize no one is good
card so check your passport dates now. If you
don’t have a passport or 6-months validation on enough to get into heaven when they die, including you. It
can only be received when you confess you
your passport apply or renew at https://
are a sinful person and need the blood of
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/
Christ that He shed on the cross for your sins
apply-renew-passport/how-to-apply.html
and then ask Him to receive that free gift in
Contact Donna Ward for more information on
your heart and begin learning how to follow
the mission trip.
Him home. That is what Jesus did… and
what Christmas is all about.

Christmas Pageant and Fellowship Meal
Sunday, December 16
Pageant at 4:00 PM, followed by meal.

Pageant rehearsal on Saturday, December 15, 10:00 AM to
1:30 PM, lunch provided.
We need shepherds and sheep, kings, Mary and Joseph,
angels, as well as the dreaded King Herod!

Anyone who would like to help with costumes, we
still have fabric and patterns! Contact Phyllis Bolsinger, 970-216-8258.
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The Elders have created this section of
the newsletter to keep our members
informed of some of the events and
projects on which we are working.

Jesus, our shepherd said that "My sheep
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow
me." (John 10:27)
Your elders are very blessed to be serving
God with you all here at Appleton Christian. Over
the next several months, we will be using at least
part of our Elder’s Corner to introduce ourselves to
those in the body who may not have met us yet.

Some of you know me, some know me well, some
may say too well. For those who do not know me well, my
name is Alan Dyson. I am married to the most amazing,
incredible person I have ever known, Kari. We have three
boys Nathaniel (7), Lukas (6), and Gabriel (4). Recently
we also added a dog, named Moose, to our house.
I started my career as a teacher. First in Fifth
Grade where I taught for four years, then in Eighth Grade
where I taught for a year. During my teaching time, I also
went to South America for the summer to teach and help
develop curriculum for missionary children living on the
field. This time with missionaries was a time of great
change for me. I had grown up in the church and had
Christian parents and grandparents. I had always been in
the church and am so blessed by it, but not until this time
did I see and understand the global ministry of God’s
church. I also had the privilege of learning from true Bible
scholars who were teaching leaders in South America
while I was there. The Bible was brought to life as each
page was revealed to me. A rich depth of history and
theology was opened up and I have never been the
same.
I came home from that time and decided to go
into seminary so that I could learn to understand the
Word more clearly. I attended Emmanuel Christian
Seminary in Johnson City, TN. This was a wonderful time
and I learned a lot. I met my wife there, and together we
grew deeper into God’s Word and in understanding of the
Gospel of Jesus.
From there I was called to minister in my home
church of Yuma, Arizona. I was initially hired as the
Involvement Minister trying to help people find their place

within the church body. But after several years I was asked
to be one of two Senior Pastors for the church. This was a
time of growth and trial. There were many blessings, and
many difficulties, but God was gracious to me during this
time.
About four years ago, God released me from the
ministry in Yuma. It was time for change, and with three
new kids, my wife and I felt called to look for something that
would give us more freedom and flexibility in our life, plus, I
had become increasingly convicted that one of the greatest
issues within the church today was an increase in Bible
illiteracy. I had fallen in love with the Word and couldn’t
understand why so many believers were willing to leave it
sitting on the shelf when it promises to change their life. I
wanted to spend more time studying and teaching the Bible
and less time with administration.
When I visited Appleton Christian Church, it was
clear to me, that this was home. Here was a church in
which I wanted to raise my kids. Here I met people who
love Jesus and were hungry for His Word. I was able to
work with more youth, who need to be challenged with the
Bible now so that they can stand firm throughout their life. I
am excited about what God is doing and will do here at
Appleton Christian Church. I
thank Him daily for allowing
me to be a part of this
blessed community. If there
is anything I can do for you,
please let me know.
God Bless,
Alan Dyson

Want news of the Appleton
Family? Need help with
cleaning or yard work?
Have something to sell or
give away? The Appleton
Exchange is the place to
share with others in the
Appleton family. Very few have taken the
opportunity to receive this information.
Please take time now to add your email to the
“opt-in” list at
appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.
Simply write “SUBSCRIBE” in the Subject
line to receive these occasional notices.

Mission of the Month

6

Missionary Prayer Planners
are available in the
Welcome Center of the
Worship Center. The
Planners have information
on all of the missions ACC
supports. Pick one up
Sunday (or have a pdf
emailed to you) to help with
praying for our missions.

Keith & Connie Bradley
and beds for up to 50 men was built
Grand Junction Rescue Mission – in 2010. Morning and evening
Lighthouse Gospel Ministries meals are provided, as well as
toiletries and clothing when needed.
550 South Avenue
A low income dental clinic is also
P. O. Box 3461
available. Attendance at the evening
Grand Junction, CO 81502
worship/Bible study is required.
Phone: 970-243-4230
Church services are held at the
Fax: 970-243-2333
mission every Sunday at 10:00 AM.
Email:
rescuemission83@hotmail.com Prayer Requests: That lives would
merlinb42@yahoo.com
be changed by Christ. We are
https://gjrescuemission.wixsite.com/ seeking committed prayer partners.
rescuemission
Good health for the staff and their
Birthdays: Keith – Feb. 22
families.
Connie –March 12
Wedding Anniversary: June 13
“And my God shall supply all your
need according to His riches in
Ministry: Lighthouse Gospel
glory by Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19
Ministries of Grand Junction has
been operating since early 1980s. A
new men’s shelter offering showers
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Contact Us:

Diaconate:
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009
cbeaslin@outlook.com
Malinda Lyons 245-5632
Elders:
lyo582@yahoo.com
elders@appletonchristian.org
David McElfresh 719-930-0012
Dan Baker 822-2717
davidrmack@hotmail.com
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Kelly Messamer 424-6864
Scott Draper 250-7261
messamerdad@gmail.com
swdraper@gmail.com
Jennifer Murrell 434-6613
Alan Dyson 928-580-9856
murrpurr2@bresnan.net
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
Mark Murrell 434-6613
Doug Steiner 250-9900
11racer@bresnan.net
djsteiner@acsol.net
Josh Vig 623-5688
Mark Vejraska 242-8904
warrior24@acsol.net
kmvejraska@ascol.net
Donna Ward 623-3665
Kevin Vig 216-7993
wardmom@fruitawireless.com
boomer1063@acsol.net
Lacey Weber 210-5361
John Wilson 640-6326
ladyweber82@gmail.com
jewilson@frontier.net
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907
charjz1948@icloud.com

A Rising Tithe Lifts All Churches

Pastor Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Pastor Alan Dyson
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

ways to send
Prayer Requests:
Include on your bulletin prayer card on
Sunday (check the box to be included
in the weekly email distribution); OR
email
prayers@appletonchristian.org; OR
call Paul @242-8904, or Jason @3140456, or Nancy @241-0858.
For shut-in communion,
please call 242-7380 during office
hours or contact person listed below:

December
2 Randy Pifer
9 Doug Steiner
16 Kevin Vig
23 Alan Dyson
30 Dan Baker

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone.
GREETERS
First Service Communion Servers
First
Service
Second Service
December
Craig Spoering
Steve Moseley
Saul Tompkins
Open Spot

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.)

January 2019
Jim Rogers
Mark Murrell
Open Spot
Open Spot

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.)

First Service

December
2 Mark & Jennifer Murrell
9 Kelly Messamer
16 Dan Smith
23 Charlotte Zangerle
30 Barb Robinson/Aleta Beaslin
January 2019
6 Eldon & Daphne Bevill
13 Sandy Calkins
20 Peggy Moseley
27 Mark & Jennifer Murrell

Communion & Offering Meditation
Second Service

December
2 Mark Vejraska
9 Josh Vig
16 Dan Baker
23 Scott Draper
30 David McElfresh
January 2019
6 Dave Sloan
13 Doug Steiner
20 Mark Vejraska
27 Josh Vig

December
2 Mark Vejraska
9 Josh Vig
16 John Wilson
23 Scott Draper
30 Michael Costello
January 2019
6 Nancy Hagerman
13 Doug Steiner
20 Mark Vejraska
27 Josh Vig

December
2 Randy & Beth Pifer
9 Kelly Messamer
16 Jenny Nichols
23 Kelly Messamer
30 Doug & Jan Steiner
January 2019
6 Brett & Debbie McDonald
13 Sandy Calkins
20 Randy & Beth Pifer
27 Jenny Nichols

December Prayer Families
2—John & Angie Wilson
Kyle & Krystin Wolfe
9—Stan & Vickie Wolfe
Chris & Carlene Wood
16—Ryan Zamora
Charlotte Zangerle
23—Joe & Melanie Zeni
Patty Pickens
30—Carrie Reiger
Ellen Mead

Go to our website and click on calendar. Then click on any event to get more information.
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Connect with us:
970-242-7380
970-242-3682 fax
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
elders@appletonchristian.org
kathy@appletonchristian.org
office@appletonchristian.org
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or
Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line.
prayers@appletonchristian.org
To sign up to receive prayer requests,
please send an email with
Subscribe in the Subject line.

The Bible affirms the power and
importance of prayer and we, as a church,
are committed to pray for each other. Let
us know your request and we will lift you
up in prayer.

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.
www.appletonchristian.org

You can also access the directory on your computer.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email
address you have listed in the directory. You will receive a confirmation email and once
you click on the link, your email address will be validated. You will then need to log in, just
as an email account, every time to access the directory. You will be able to view the information, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device
app.

Listen to sermons online
Appleton-Christian-Church
Click here for Calendar

The Apple Press
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd
Grand Junction, CO 81505

D ECEMBER 2018

Our Mission
To grow fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

A CORE
OF TRUTH
—
WITH A
LOT OF
APPEAL
Unsubscribe: If you no longer

wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact us with your address
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in
the Subject line. Thank you.
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