
 

 

December 2017 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

The Friday morning Ladies’ Prayer 
Group meets from 6:45 to 7:45 in the 
Activities Center foyer.  Questions—
call Karen Vejraska at 970-242-8904 or 
email kmvejraska@acsol.net. 
 
Discipleship groups are in full swing 
here at ACC.  Currently, there are 
several small groups meeting at various 
times during the week.  If you’d like to 
join in, please contact the office, 
office@appletonchristian.org. 
 
If you are doing any online shopping 
from AMAZON this season, go to 
https://smile.amazon.com—Amazon 
donates 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
Appleton Christian Church.   
 

Our Christmas Pageant 
and Fellowship Meal will 
be Sunday, December 17 
beginning at 4:00 PM.  
There will be a sign-up 
sheet in the Welcome 

Center to bring food.  For pageant info, 
Contact Pastor Alan (982-580-9856) or 
Karen Vejraska (970-242-8904). 
 
Pastor Dan and Jeanne will be hosting 
a Family Christmas Dinner on 
Monday, December 25.  If you’re not 
spending the day with your family on 
Christmas Day, please join your church 
family at noon that day for a day of fun, 
food and fellowship.  We’ll be eating, 
playing games, eating, singing, eating, 
judging an ugly sweater contest, eating, 
and having a great time.  Bakers will 
provide the meat, please bring side 
dishes to share. 

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  (Matthew 15:15b-18) 
 

 One of the hardest lessons I have learned in ministry is whose 
church it is.  When I was first called into full-time ministry, the 
shepherd and encourager in me loved the people and did all that I felt 
Jesus leading me to do.  It was my job as the minister/pastor to serve 
Him and grow His church.  When things failed, or I became 
overwhelmed carrying too much, I knew in my heart that it was all my 
fault and that I needed to do better.  The reality was, I acted like it was 
my church and if it was going to get done, (growth, care, cleaning) I was 
responsible for it.   
 The above passage from Matthew finally set me free.  (Ok, it 
also came with a strong conviction from His Spirit in me and amazing 
godly counsel.) The passage clearly says that Jesus builds the church.  It 
is clear that the church is His church, and that the driving force of 
growth and equipping is His responsibility. I am somewhat embarrassed 
to tell you of the hours of heartache and tears that I struggled through 
trying to do His job.  And I praise my Savior Jesus with all that I am that 
He finally taught me the breakdown of authority and responsibility.   
 Jesus has the authority and responsibility to grow and equip His 
church. Our responsibility is for us to be obedient to the roles and gifts 
He has given us.  I recently read an article by Ed Stetzer titled Christ 
Builds His Church, We Make Disciples, that was very helpful on this 
topic.  
 In his article for CHURCHLEADERS.com, Ed Stetzer wrote: 

 “In Matthew 16, Peter had just confessed Jesus 
as the Christ. That confession and statement of faith 
are the foundational “rock” upon which Jesus builds 
His church. The gates and forces of Hades will not 
overpower it (Matthew 16:18). This is the work of 
Jesus. He builds his church. 
 Then Jesus came near and said to them, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:18-20, HCSB). 
 Here’s what we learn from Jesus’ commission 
to His disciples. Jesus has all authority in heaven  
 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

Continued on page 4 
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It has been a great year for the Appleton Youth. We have 

new faces all the time and are working hard to grow in 

faith and understanding. I wanted to thank all of you who 

have helped out the youth this year. Some have helped 

with your time, others with your money, but all of you 

have made a difference in the lives of our youth. Thank 

you from the bottom of my heart.  

 

As we end the year, we will have our final activity on 

December 1 & 2 which is our annual youth all-nighter. If 

it was anything like last year, it will be a lot of fun. Then 

we will take December off to spend the month celebrating 

with our families the birth of Jesus. We will come back 

together January 10. 

 

If you have been thinking about how you can be involved 

in the youth group, as either a student or an adult helper, I 

want to talk with you. We are going to be making some 

exciting changes next year, and I can use your help. For 

more information talk to me at church, email me, or call 

me.  

 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving, and a very Merry 

Christmas. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Alan 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

928-580-9856 

 

Upcoming Youth Calendar: 

November 22 – No Youth due to Thanksgiving 

November 29 – Last official youth meeting 

December 1 & 2 – Youth All-Nighter 

December 6, 13, 20, 27 – no Youth during Christmas 

Season 

January 10 – Youth Group Kick Off 

The Elders were approached by the Missions’ 

Team to consider a special gift to one of our very own 

missionaries that Appleton Christian Church has 

supported since she entered the field.  Jennifer Harper 

attended Appleton when she left to work with Wycliffe 

Bible Translators.  Currently, Jennifer is located in 

Nigeria, Africa.  Her role has grown throughout her time 

with Wycliffe and she has served in several different 

capacities.  As her role expanded, Jennifer needed 

further education and she did so, receiving her Master’s 

Degree in Hebrew.  Jennifer needed to borrow the 

money necessary for her degree and has been 

struggling to pay off her loan, approximately $17,000.  

It is our wish to relieve this burden for Jennifer so that 

she can focus on her work, bringing the Word of God to 

people groups who do not have it. 

This December, we will be gathering a special 

love offering to help retire this debt for Jennifer.  We 

know and appreciate that many of you have increased 

your giving for our general expenses and it has greatly 

helped us meet our obligations.  As a church, Jennifer’s 

mission is already supported by our tithes; this gift is 

intended to be an offering over and above our tithes, as 

the scripture tells us to bring the tithes AND offerings 

to His house.  Please prayerfully consider what the Lord 

would have you do to bless our sister in His service. 

This love offering is not tax deductible and 

cannot be routed through the church finances.  Please 

make checks out to Jennifer Harper and either drop off 

at the office or in the offering plate to be delivered to 

Harpers or mail directly to Bob Harper, 621 1/2 Pioneer 

Rd, Grand Junction, CO 81504. 



 

 

The transfigured life 

If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature; old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.  2 Cor. 
5:17. 

What idea have you of the salvation of 
your soul?  The experience of salvation 
means that in your actual life things are 
really altered, you no longer look at things 
as you used to; your desires are new, old 
things have lost their power.  One of the 
touchstones of experience is—Has God 
altered the thing that matters?  If you still 
hanker after the old things, it is absurd to 
talk about being born from above, you are 
juggling with yourself.  If you are born 
again, the Spirit of God makes the 
alteration manifest in your actual life and 
reasoning, and when the crisis comes you 
are the most amazed person on earth at the 
wonderful difference there is in you.  
There is no possibility of imagining that 
you did it.  It is this complete and amazing 
alteration that is the evidence that you are 
a saved soul. 

 
What difference has my salvation and 

sanctification made?  For instance, can I 
stand in the light of 1 Corinthians 13, or 
do I have to shuffle?  The salvation that is 
worked out in me by the Holy Ghost 
emancipates me entirely, and as long as I 
walk in the light as God is in the light, He 
sees nothing to censure, because His life 
is working out in every particular, not to 
my consciousness, but deeper than my 
consciousness. 
 

Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest: Selections for the 

Year (Grand Rapids, MI: Oswald Chambers Publications; Marshall 
Pickering, 1986).  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
December  
1-2—Youth Overnight 
17—Christmas Pageant and Fellowship Meal, 4:00 PM 
24—Christmas Eve Service 
25—Christmas Dinner and Games, hosted by Bakers 
25-26—Office Closed 
31—New Year’s Eve Watch Party, 8 PM 
 
January 2018 
1-2 Office Closed  
TBD— Fellowship Meal and Annual Meeting 
10—Pickleball resumes, 10:30 AM 
21—Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

Memorial Gardens 

 

Memorial Garden 
 

THANK YOU!— 
To ALL who have helped this year 
with the memorial garden...it’s 
looking so nice.  I’d especially like 
to thank Scott Thompson who dug 
holes, moved rock, spread mulch, 
and build us two great benches.  
We’ll finish the area next spring. 
 
Phyllis Bolsinger 

https://ref.ly/logosres/utmost?ref=DayOfYear.Nov+12&off=14&ctx=November+12th%0a~The+transfigured+life%0aIf+a
https://ref.ly/logosres/utmost?ref=DayOfYear.Nov+12&off=14&ctx=November+12th%0a~The+transfigured+life%0aIf+a
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The Elders have created this 

section of the newsletter to keep 

our members informed of some of 

the events and projects on which 

we are working. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bylaw Revision 
 
Over the past year, the elders have been reviewing the bylaws 
of the church in the light of how God directs the church in the 
New Testament.  We strongly feel that as His Church (Christian 
Church), it is imperative to follow Christ’s instructions when 
they are clearly presented in Scripture.  With that in mind, we 
have prayerfully studied and worked together to develop 
revisions to our bylaws that will be presented to the 
membership for approval at our annual meeting in January 
2018. 
 
We will be making copies of the revised bylaws available for 
those who would like to review them prior to the meeting.  We 
have also scheduled information meetings for Sunday, 
December 3rd.  The meetings will take place after both services 
for those who would like to stay and ask questions.  
 
Elders 
 
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 
to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
(Ephesians 4:11-13) 
 
 Christ gave some to be pastors.  The Greek word used 
here is literally translated “shepherd.”  The elders of the church 
are shepherds, stewards of Christ’s flock.  At Appleton, we 
have been blessed with godly men who have accepted God’s 
call to serve His church in that way.  These men need to be 
constantly open to God’s leading and willing to follow Him. 
 Recently Scott Thompson has informed the elders that 
he is stepping down as an elder here at Appleton.  Scott wrote, 
“I have enjoyed the opportunity to serve this congregation. 
Connie and I feel after much prayer and consideration God is 
leading us in a little different direction.” We have great respect 
for Connie and Scott and their desire to follow the Lord’s 
leading in their lives. 
 Scott and Connie’s contribution to the ministry at 
Appleton Christian has been a blessing to all of us.  Scott 
encouraged Pastor Dan to apply for the position, and he and 
Connie helped Dan and Jeanne make the transition to Grand 
Junction by providing a place for them to stay while they 
moved.  They have put countless hours of service both up front 
and behind the scenes, all of which they did for the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We wish to thank them for everything and are praying 
for their success in following the leading of our Lord. 

and on earth.  He essentially reverses the 
claim that Satan made in Matthew 4 
that the kingdoms of the world are his to 
give Jesus if the Son of God would 
worship Satan. 
 When Jesus builds His church, 
He does the building by using disciples 
just like you. 
 Only a crucified and risen Savior 
is the King of the kingdoms. With this 
authority, He calls His disciples to go 
and make disciples of all nations among 
all people groups, by baptizing them and 
teaching them what He has commanded. 
 Jesus goes with His disciples as 
they go. He builds His church by His 
authority and through His presence with 
His disciples who make disciples. 
 Now watch what happens when 
we put these two passages together. 
Jesus in Matthew 16, “I  will build 
my church.” Jesus in Matthew 28, “Go 
and make disciples.” Both are true. 
 When Jesus builds His church, 
He does the building by using disciples 
just like you. He has the authority to 
send you, and He goes with you. 
Through very imperfect people God 
works to create His perfect and 
beautiful Bride, the Church. 
 Pray that God’s will be done, and 
that He would build His church. Then 
stand on your feet, roll up your sleeves 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, go 
and make disciples.”* 
 

 As we enjoy the season of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, remember that this season offers the greatest 
opportunity for you to invite people to church (supported 
by statistics). Pray to our Savior Jesus Christ, the builder 
and equipper of the church, to use and equip you to reach 
out and help people find Him. 
 
I love you all, Dan 

 
(*web source for above quote: https://churchleaders.com/outreach-
missions/outreach-missions-articles/252780-christ-builds-church-
make-disciples.html) 



 

 Mission of the Month 

Keith & Connie Bradley 
Grand Junction Rescue Mission – 

Lighthouse Gospel Ministries 
 

550 South Avenue 
P. O. Box 3461 

Grand Junction, CO 81502 
Phone: 970-243-4230 
Fax:  970-243-2333 

Email:  rescuemission83@hotmail.com 
merlinb42@yahoo.com  

https://gjrescuemission.wixsite.com/
rescuemission 

Birthdays:  Keith – Feb. 22 
Connie – March 12 

Wedding Anniversary:  June 13 
 

Ministry:  Lighthouse Gospel Ministries of Grand Junction 
has been operating since early 1980s.  A new men’s shelter 
offering showers and beds for up to 50 men was built in 
2010. Morning and evening meals are provided, as well as 
toiletries and clothing when needed.  A low income dental 
clinic is also available.  Attendance at the evening worship/
Bible study is required.  Church services are held at the 
mission every Sunday at 10:00 AM. 
 
Prayer Requests:  That lives would be changed by Christ.  
We are seeking committed prayer partners.  Good health for 

the staff and their families. 
 
Mission Statement:  The Rescue Mission believes in the 
total Word of God.  We believe in the Trinity, God the Father, 
Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  We believe that 
every person has the right to hear the Gospel and to have 
an opportunity to get their hearts right with God through his 
saving power.  The blood that flows from Calvary still saves 
today, and it has changed many lives.  Our ministry is to the 
poor and needy.  We preach the Gospel to all who come our 
way, we feed all who come our way, and we also offer men a 
bed who come our way.  We take care of men on probation 
and parole, giving them a chance for a life.  We do not take 
government money or money from United Way.  We take a 
stand against homosexuality, and we believe that God is 
against it, however, we believe that the homosexual can be 
delivered from this sin.  We provide the same services to all 
as long as they behave themselves.  The Bible reads in 1 
John 3:4 that sin is lawlessness and that lawlessness is sin.  
We preach that you should not break God's law, and if you 
do, there is a penalty that you have to pay, and not to break 
man's law, or there is a penalty you pay.  If you are forgiven, 
you will not break the law, therefore you are free from the 
law.  Salvation is free for all.  All that you have to do is 
accept it. 

 
“And my God shall supply all your need according to His 

riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  Phil. 4:19 
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December 
Jim Rogers 
Mark Murrell 
Open Spot 
Open Spot 

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

January 2018 
Open Spot 
Open Spot 
Open Spot 
Open Spot 

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

Second Service Greeters First Service Greeters 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests, 

Include on your bulletin prayer card 
on Sunday; OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org; 
OR call Paul Vejraska @242-8904, 
OR Marcia Williams @639-2359. 

 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 

December 

3—Kevin Vig 

10—Doug Steiner 

17—Merle Miller 

24—Dan Baker 

31—Josh Vig 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 
Elders: 

elders@appletonchristian.org 
Dan Baker 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 
Scott Draper 250-7261 
swdraper@gmail.com 

Tim Hollett 970-376-5521 
timandsherry88@hotmail.com 

Merle Miller 242-5057 
mmi9704031@aol.com 
Doug Steiner 250-9900 

djsteiner@acsol.net 
Mark Vejraska 242-8904 
kmvejraska@ascol.net 

 
 
 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

David McElfresh 719-930-0012 
davidrmack@hotmail.com 

Ellie Morris 210-0677 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 

Steve Morris 210-5405 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 

Jennifer Murrell 434-6613 
murrpurr2@bresnan.net 
Mark Murrell 434-6613 
11racer@bresnan.net 
Kevin Vig 523-9037 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 

 

First Service Communion Servers 

December 
 3 Kelly Messamer 
10 Randy & Beth Pifer 
17 Jenny Nichols 
24 TBD 
31 Randy & Crystal Brew 
January 2018 
 7 Doug & Jan Steiner 
14 Kelly Messamer 
21 Randy & Beth Pifer 
28 Jenny Nichols 

December 
 3 Dave Sloan 
10 TBD 
17 Doug Steiner 
24 Mark Vejraska 
31 Josh Vig 
January 2018 
 7 Dan Baker 
14 Merle Miller 
21 Scott Draper 
28 Dave Sloan 

First Service Communion 
& Offering Meditation 

December 
 3 Malinda Lyons 
10 TBD 
17 Doug Steiner 
24 Mark Vejraska 
31 Josh Vig 
January 2018 
 7 Jenny Nichols 
14 Merle Miller 
21 Scott Draper 
28 John Wilson 

December 
 3 Eldon & Daphne Bevill 
10 Charlotte Zangerle 
17 Joel & Marcia Williams 
24 Steve & Peggy Moseley 
31 Jane Sloan 
January 2018 
 7 Mark & Jennifer Murrell 
14 Kelly Messamer 
21 Eldon & Daphne Bevill 
28 Charlotte Zangerle 

3—Linda Acosta 
Nichole Allen 

10—Wanda Archer 
Albert Atkinson 

17—Dan & Jeanne Baker 
Katie Baker 

24—Greg & Terry Ballenger 
Craig & Aleta Beaslin 

31—Chris Beeman 
Bruce Beier 

December Prayer Families Second Service Communion 
& Offering Meditation 
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  
 

December 2017  
 

Our Mission 
To grow fully devoted followers of 

Jesus Christ. 
Matthew 28:19-20 

 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

 

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«ADDRESS 2» 
«CITY», «ST»   «ZIP» 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:kathy@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

