
 

 

August 2017 

T H E  A P P L E  

P R E S S  

M E S S T I V A L, Saturday, 
August 26, 10 AM-NOON.  See 
inside for more details. 
 
The Friday morning Ladies Prayer 
Group meets from 6:45 to 7:45 in 
the Activities Center foyer.  
Questions—call Karen Vejraska at 
970-242-8904 or email 
kmvejraska@acsol.net. 
 
Discipleship groups are in full 
swing here at ACC.  Currently, there 
are six groups meeting at various 
times during the week.  If you’d like 
to join in, please contact Pastor Dan. 
 
GO ONLINE—Amazon donates 
0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to 
Appleton Christian Church.  Check it 
out here:   
https://smile.amazon.com 
 
Operation Christmas Child:  items 
for the August collection–school 
supplies.  The tote will be in the 
Worship Center foyer Sunday, 
August 20.  Contact Ed McClure, 
201-3041. 

Our Mission:  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 
Matthew 28:19-20 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many 

wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, 

they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together 

in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hears, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And 

the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”  Acts 2:42-

47 

 

 I have really enjoyed reading the Bible every day.  I pray that all of us 

have been reading our 20 minutes daily.  If you have, I know you have noticed a 

difference in your life.  I have noticed a difference in mine.  I have to be honest, I 

haven’t been spending 20 minutes a day in my Bible, far too often, it has been 

longer.  No apologies, just joy in reading His word. 

 This week I have begun reading in the book of Acts, and one of the things 

I noticed was the power found in the early church.  Some scholars say that the age 

of miracles ended after the church and the New Testament were established.  

However, nowhere in the Bible does it indicate anything like that.   So, as I have 

been reading, I have been asking myself why the church today seems to be 

lacking in power, at least the type of power shown here in the early church. 

 God intended for His church to have power.  As Paul writes to Timothy, 

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and 

self-discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7)   

 As I read the Acts passage above, it shows us some things that contribute 

to the power of the church.  Now, this passage has so many things in it, I thought 

it might as well be the subject of a couple articles. 

 As we look at Acts 2:42, we see the foundation of the early church.  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.”  The first thing we see was that the early 

church devoted themselves.  The definition of devoted includes, “zealous or 
ardent in attachment, passionate, loyalty, or affection.”  These are very strong 

words.  Before getting to any of the actions of the church, a key characteristic they 

all shared was that they were devoted. They were zealous, ardent, passionate, 

loyal, affectionate. 

 As I read this passage, I asked myself, to what am I devoted?  We can all 

say we are devoted to something, yet, what do our actions say.  How we use our 

time and money and how we set our priorities show us our devotion.  Our 

stewardship series has been causing me to look at my life each week as I have 

been asking myself, “Am I a good steward of God’s (compassion, opportunities, 

talents, etc.) gifts?  Now, I have added to that question, “Where is my devotion?  

About what am I zealous?  What are my passions?  To what am I ardent in my 

attachment?  What would others say I am devoted to based on what they see?” 

 If we are ever going to realize the power and effectiveness of the early 

church, we need to begin by being devoted to the right things.  My sisters and 

brothers in Jesus Christ, our Lord has called His church to have power and make a 

difference in advancing His Kingdom, let us devote ourselves to meeting His call. 

 

 I love you all, Dan 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

mailto:kmvejraska@acsol.net.?subject=Ladies'%20Prayer%20Group
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
https://smile.amazon.com
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org


 

 
2 I want to share an article I read recently. I found this 

article very well written about helping raise kids that will 

strive for sexual purity. I hope you enjoy it and learn 

something; I know I did. 

Pastor Alan 

 

Parenting Towards Purity by Michael Guyer 
Many things aren’t the way they used to be and yet some 

things are as they have always been.  
So it is with purity. 

It is almost expected that teenagers and young adults will 

choose impurity over purity. And the opportunities to do 

so have only seem to keep increasing. We should think 

seriously about this challenge facing our children. Yet, 

things are just as they have always been. Driven by sinful 

desires, we are tempted to and often choose the temporary, 

fleeting pleasures of lust over the eternal, satisfying 

delight in the Lord. We should not shrink back in fear or 

sit still in ignorance. 

While there may be new challenges facing a teenager’s 

pursuit of purity today, we can still point them to the old, 

but tried and tested, wisdom of God’s Word.  

1. Frame the call to purity in the broader call to 

sanctification.  
The ultimate desire of a parent should be that their child 

would treasure Christ above everything else. If we place 

abstinence or any other good pursuit as their ultimate 

priority, we will misdirect students from what matters 

most and will ultimately lead to a pure life in the long run. 

So, talk about purity and do so often (see point 2), but 

don’t talk about it only. Talk as much about reading God’s 

Word, prayer, gossip, what they’re listening to/watching, 

living for Christ at school, dealing with conflict in 

relationships, etc… 

Follow the pattern of Proverbs. Purity was such a 

significant enough issue it takes up the better part of four 

chapter (Prov. 5-9), but it wasn’t the first or majority of 

what is said. Purity, like all godliness, begins with the fear 

of the Lord (Prov. 1:7). 

Don’t neglect the urgency of this issue, but remember: the 

pathway to lasting purity is a growing love and likeness to 

Jesus Christ. 

2. Talk early, talk often, and keep talking. 
Many parents are talking to their teenagers about sex and 

purity too late. In fact, you are probably late if you are 

waiting until they are teenagers. Statistics say that 1 in 3 

children between ages 11-14 have seen pornography on a 

mobile device (see point 3 below). 

Be the first voice your child hears about sex and purity. 

Be the first to tell your child that God created sex and that 

sex is good. Be the first to warn them about the perils of 

pornography. Be the first to admonish them about the 

joy of purity. Be the first to point them to Jesus who can 

sustain them in their pursuit of purity and restore them 

from their impurity. 

These conversations will not all happen in one setting and 

they are often on a need-to-know basis when they are 

young. What matters is that you do not neglect to talk 

about it. Talk about when they bring it up. Talk about it 

when your discernment prompts you to bring it up. Talk 

about it often and don’t stop talking about it. 

Remember that you do not need to talk to your teenager 

about this issue out of fear or anxiety, but out of wisdom 

to lead them in the path of purity. For some suggestions 

about helpful resources, see “When It’s Time for the 

Talk” by Tim Challies 

3. Be slow to introduce technology and don’t do so 

without accountability and restrictions. 
This is the frontline of the battle for purity. To give your 

teenager a smartphone or any wifi capable device without 

restrictions is to give your teenager unlimited access to 

porn. Odds are your teenager already has a smart phone/

device or has been asking for one for months, if not years. 

Let me be clear: technology is not the problem. It is our 

sinful desires that take advantage of 

technology’s anonymity and access to immorality. 

Parents must get educated on the resources available 

guiding teenagers to use technology with wisdom and set 

restrictions that point them in this direction. 

Helpful resources: 

Protecting Your Family Online: A How-To Guide for 

Parents 

Parenting the Internet Generation 

Raising Godly Digital Natives 

The Porn-Free Family Plan 

Let me know if there are other good resources you have 

found that help on this particular issue. 

4. Saturate yourself in God’s grace so you can lead 

your teenager to do the same in their fight for purity. 
There will likely be a day your teenager is seriously 

struggling or has failed in the area of purity. When that 

day comes, point them to Christ as the source of 

forgiveness and the motivation for their continued pursuit 

of purity. 

In order to help your teenager pursue purity, you need to 

know and dwell on the satisfying nature of God’s love and 

grace. You cannot give your child what you do not posses 

yourself. When you are saturated in God’s grace, you will 

be able to help your teenager respond to whatever 

struggles and failures they experience as they seek purity 

throughout their lives. 

http://www.challies.com/resources/when-its-time-for-the-talk
http://www.challies.com/resources/when-its-time-for-the-talk
http://www.covenanteyes.com/learn-to-protect-your-family-with-this-free-how-to-guide/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/learn-to-protect-your-family-with-this-free-how-to-guide/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/parenting-the-internet-generation/
http://info.covenanteyes.com/equipped-raising-godly-digital-natives-ebook?_ga=1.147481079.1309154214.1477685010
http://www.challies.com/articles/the-porn-free-family-plan


 

 

An Encouraging Word 
from Scott Thompson 
 I was reviewing a book that discussed three important 
essential disciplines for the Christian.  When we hear the word 
“discipline,” it’s easy to go right on by what it means because 
we all are disciplined…right.  The dictionary defines discipline 
as, “the practice of training people to obey rules or a code of 
behavior, using punishment to correct disobedience.”  What 
punishment is brought about by disobedience to these 
Christian disciplines?   Our relationship with God suffers, we 
suffer, those around us suffer, and the list goes on.  We all 
discipline ourselves to do certain things, for instance most men 
learn early in their married life to put the toilet seat down, and 
we discipline ourselves to do that.  
 The first discipline is one I have written about before, 
the discipline of immersing ourselves in the word daily.  You 
might be thinking, I don’t have time for that every day.  The 
longest book in the Bible Psalm 119 mentions the benefits and 
blessings of God’s word in all but two verses.  Proverbs 30:5 
states, “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them 
that put their trust in him.”  It also makes sense that if we truly 
trust God we need to also trust his word, and immerse 
ourselves in it.  Sometimes we can get bored reading the same 
thing over and over.  If this makes you back away from God’s 
word…try doing it differently.  Maybe read a different 
translation every year, or study different words to understand 
their meanings, take notes and keep a journal about what you 
read, maybe underline the scriptures that jump out at you.  You 
have to have it in your heart to use it and you have to study it 
to get it there. 
 The next discipline is prayer…heartfelt conversation 
with God.  Prayer doesn’t need to be long or perfect King 
James English.  It needs to be heartfelt conversation with the 
God of all creation.  Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”  Prayer is 
something God desires from each of his children.  Psalm 5:3 
says, “My voice shall thou hear in the morning, oh Lord; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.”  
Too many times when we get down, we have neglected to pray 
and look up! 
 The third is actively participating in a Bible-believing 
Church.  Sometimes actively participating in Church requires 
us to be well disciplined in the first two.  People can be cruel 
and it has been said that Christians are the only army that kills 
their wounded.  Nevertheless, Hebrews 10:25 says, “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, 
as ye see the day approaching,”  
 I encourage to work on these disciplines, and make 
them habits in your daily routine.  I know the times I have felt 
down and weak, I have always found one or another aspect of 
these big three disciplines lacking in my own life.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 11—Youth Pool Party, 7-9 PM 
August 26—MESSTIVAL, 10-noon 
 
Sept. 4—Labor Day, Office Closed 
Sept. 12—Ladies Bible Study Resumes 
Sept. 16—Camp Board meeting, OMCC 
 
October 7—Day Camp 
October 14—Progressive Dinner 
October 28—Chili Cook-off Competition 

 

M E S S T I V A L 
 

Whatever your age, you won't want 
to miss any of the fun at Messtival 

on Saturday, August 26, from 10 AM 
to noon. Messiness will include a 

super slippery 10' x 75' water slide, 
slime, pools of gooey gunk with 
hidden treasure, Twister with a 

messy twist, a frozen t-shirt race 
and more. Bring your friends and 

come join the fun. Wear clothes you 
won't mind ruining because there 

will be MESS. 



 

 

The Elders have created this 

new section of the newsletter 

to keep our members 

informed of some of the 

things that are happening 

and things we are working 

on. 

 

 

We hope that you have had an amazing summer! 
 
Summer can be such a wonderfully refreshing time for us as we go our 
separate ways for various vacations, cookouts, family reunions, camps, and 
the list goes on! 
 
Without a doubt, we are all in need of breaks such as this and indeed Jesus 
Himself knew what it was like to be in need of a break from the duties of the 
day as we read in Matthew 14:22-23, “22 Immediately he made the disciples 
get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone…” 
 
We often look at Jesus as the kind of person who would have stayed 
praying and ministering to every last person that came to Him, yet we see 
here that He actually “sent the multitudes away” which indicates that He 
needed a break, AND that sent more than one or two people away, but 
“multitudes”! 
 
Someone once said if we don’t “come apart”, then we will “come apart”.  In 
other words, take a break. 
 
Let us just gently remind you that if you were able to take a break and 
needed to miss some services here at Appleton Christian Church, the work 
of the ministry here continued throughout the summer months. Not only did 
it continue, but it was also a time of “ramping up” for ministry to take place 
in the fall and winter months ahead. 
 
For instance, we are excited about the many upcoming fellowship 
opportunities coming up, and look forward to the Appleton family spending 
some great time together. 
 
We continue to appreciate both your financial and prayerful support, and 
would encourage you to be faithful in giving even if you are away. 
 
We are also thrilled to offer online giving on our website 
at www.AppletonChristian.org where you can easily set up recurring or one-
time gifts. 
 
If you have any questions how to make it all happen, don’t hesitate to 
contact the church office and they will do their best to accommodate your 
giving. 
 

Blessings in Christ! 
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We have a new webpage, “area events”, that will include 

area events that members have suggested.  Send your 

suggestions to office@appletonchristian.org for approval.  

We’d like to keep the weekly Applet just for church 

events. 

On Saturday, September 30th, our church family 

will be sponsoring and serving a meal at the 

homeless shelter, Homeward Bound, 2853 North 

Ave.  At the same time, we would like to provide 

some warm coats for the residents.  If you have 

some clean, gently-used coats or jackets, sizes 

from newborn to 3X, that you would like to 

donate, just put them aside and we will be 

collecting them before the 30th.  

If you have any questions, 

please call Aleta 

Beaslin 245-5009.  

Thanks and 

God Bless for 

your help on 

this. 

http://www.appletonchristian.org/
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org


 

 

Mission of the Month 

Dave Downey 

Western Colorado Christian Campus 

Ministries 

 

PO Box 40313 

Grand Junction, CO   81504 

Phone: (970) 433-8585 

Email: downdoobydoo@gmail.com 

www.wcccm.org 

Facebook: Christian Student Fellowship@CMU 

and 

Western Colorado Christian Campus Ministry 

Birthday: Aug 28 

 

Ministry: Western Colorado Christian Campus 

Ministries is a collection of churches, businesses, 

and individuals that have teamed to support the 

students of Christian Student Fellowship on the 

campus of Colorado Mesa University.  This 

involves three main areas:  1.  Encouraging and 

ministering to the needs of these college 

students.  Helping them to stand on their own in 

a broken world.  2.  Equipping students with 

everything they need to discover what God has 

for their lives.  3.  Enabling students to become 

leaders in their lives and churches. 

 

Prayer Requests:  There are 10,000 young 

adults on the campus of CMU.  Many of them 

are on their own for the first time and facing 

pressures of every kind.  Please pray that God 

meets them where they are and covers them in 

His loving arms.  We are in need of people to 

join this mission.  Three areas of support:  1. 

Prayer for these hurting students.  They need to 

know that they are loved and that there is hope in 

a broken world.  There is a great deal of pain in 

the eyes of these kids.  2.  Experience.  We need 

you to share your lives with them.  3.  Finances.  

We need about $50,000 a year to do this ministry.  

Please go to the website: www.wcccm.org and 

sign up for our monthly newsletter and needs list.   

 

“And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to 

one of these little ones even a cup of cold water 

to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his 

reward.”  Matthew 10:42 
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http://www.wcccm.org


 

 



 

 



 

 

August 

Jim Rogers 

Mark Murrell 

Open Spot 

Open Spot 

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

September 

Open Spot 

Open Spot 

Open Spot 

Open Spot 

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

Second Service Greeters First Service Greeters 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests, 

Include on your bulletin prayer card 
on Sunday; OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org; 
OR call Pam Bourdette @639-9421, 
OR Paul Vejraska @242-8904, OR  

Marcia Williams @639-2359. 
 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 

August 

6 Dan Baker 

13 Josh Vig 

20 Randy Pifer 

27 Scott Thompson 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 
Elders: 

elders@appletonchristian.org 
Dan Baker 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 
Scott Draper 250-7261 
swdraper@gmail.com 

Tim Hollett 970-376-5521 
timandsherry88@hotmail.com 

Merle Miller 242-5057 
mmi9704031@aol.com 
Doug Steiner 250-9900 

djsteiner@acsol.net 
Scott Thompson 644-1242 

sscdthompson@yahoo.com 
Mark Vejraska 242-8904 
kmvejraska@ascol.net 

 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

David McElfresh 719-930-0012 
davidrmack@hotmail.com 

Ellie Morris 210-0677 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 

Steve Morris 210-5405 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 

Jennifer Murrell 434-6613 
murrpurr2@bresnan.net 
Mark Murrell 434-6613 
11racer@bresnan.net 
Kevin Vig 523-9037 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 

 

First Service Communion Servers 

August 

 6 Randy & Beth Pifer 

13 Jenny Nichols 

20 Scott & Connie Thompson 

27 Randy & Crystal Brew 

September 

 3 Doug & Jan Steiner 

10 Kelly Messamer 

17 Randy & Beth Pifer 

24 Jenny Nichols 

August 

 6 Scott Draper 

13 Dave Sloan 

20 Scott Thompson 

27 Doug Steiner 

September 

 3 Mark Vejraska 

10 Josh Vig 

17 Dan Baker 

24 Merle Miller 

First Service Communion 

& Offering Meditation 

August 

 6 Scott Draper 

13 Jenny Nichols 

20 Scott Thompson 

27 Doug Steiner 

September 

 3 Mark Vejraska 

10 Josh Vig 

17 John Wilson 

24 Merle Miller 

August 

 6 Charlotte Zangerle 

13 Joel & Marcia Williams 

20 Steve & Peggy Moseley 

27 Jane Sloan 

September 

 3 Mark & Jennifer Murrell 

10 Kelly Messamer 

17 Charlotte Zangerle 

24 Joel & Marcia Williams 

6—Dan & Amy Shaffer 

Bob & Linda Shaver 

13—Sharon Shearer 

Linda Sikes 

20—Dave & Jane Sloan 

Dan & Karen Smith 

27—Don & Ann Solomon 

Craig & Kathy Spoering 

August Prayer Families Second Service Communion 

& Offering Meditation 
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Normally, “blank” pages have the words  

“this page left intentionally blank”  

printed on them to avoid confusion. 

But that means the pages are not really blank anymore. 

That’s what’s going on here. 

In any case, thank you for reading this. 



 

 

The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 

wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 

or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 

2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505 

August 2017August 2017August 2017   
Our MissionOur MissionOur Mission   

To grow fully devoted followers of To grow fully devoted followers of To grow fully devoted followers of 

Jesus Christ.Jesus Christ.Jesus Christ.   

Matthew 28:19Matthew 28:19Matthew 28:19---202020   

 

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship 

9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages 

Connect with us: 

 

970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, 

or Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests,  

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

 

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 
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http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm
http://appletonchristian.org/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
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mailto:kathy@appletonchristian.org
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http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675

