
 

   

  To grow fully 
devoted  

followers of Jesus Christ. 
Matthew 28:19-20 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

 

APRIL 2022 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 

A few days ago, I read this meditation by J.D. Walt and it challenged my paradigm (my pattern/way of looking at/

perspective) of the relationship between myself and the church. I have been thinking of what it says and have been find-

ing more truth in it than I initially wanted to on a human level.  Please enjoy this challenge, and I would love to have 

your view/comments on what you think of it. 

I love you all, Dan 

Does the Church exist for me, or do I exist for the Church? 

1 Peter 3:8-12 NIV 

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay 

evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that 

you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and 

their lips from deceitful speech. 

11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is 

against those who do evil.” 

CONSIDER THIS 

For the longest time, I have read letters like this one from Peter and others from Paul as collections of miscellany, kind 

of like they are responding to frequently asked questions concerning what God says about this social problem, that ethi-

cal issue or this other moral dilemma. Consequently, this is how I have often read and interpreted them. What does the 

Bible say about same gender sexual relationships? What does the Bible say about money? What does the Bible say 

about marriage? Certainly, all these things and more are addressed over the course of the multiple correspondences that 

make up the New Testament. However, this is not the main purpose and point of the New Testament.  

We must keep the main point of the letter front and center—finding our place and playing our part in the Church Jesus 

is building. These letters are written by Apostles to churches for the sake of the movement of the Kingdom of Heaven 

spreading across the Earth.  

Peter is not trying to give us a marriage seminar. He knows these churches are made up of families but note his calcu-

lous is not “as goes the family so goes the church.” If that were the case, he would have dedicated the entire letter to 

family life. Peter knows the opposite is true, “as goes the church so goes the family.” So many times along the way I 
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have heard people espouse a priority list something like this: 1. God. 2. Family. 3. Church. I suppose given the church 

as I have known it, this ordering makes sense. However, this ordering of priorities would make no sense to the New 

Testament or its writers. Here is how they would have ordered the list: 1. Jesus 2. Church. 3. Kingdom of Heaven on 

Earth.   

In the New Testament, the idea of somehow separating out family from church as a different category would have been 

an absurdity. Church would have been the covering and shelter for the family. The Apostles are not dealing with a fed-

eration of loosely connected families. They are pouring everything they have into the Body of Jesus Christ.  If you will 

notice, the central concern of the New Testament is not the individual believer or the nuclear family, but the supernatu-

ral community known as the Church Jesus is building. And the central concern with the Church Jesus is building are the 

relationships therein—Jews and Gentiles, slaves and masters, men and women, husbands and wives, parents, and chil-

dren. Every single relationship and all of them together matter more than we can possibly imagine within the Body of 

Christ for the sake of the world.  

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 

And every single relationship and interaction with those outside of the Body of Christ matters more than we can possi-

bly imagine for the mission of the Kingdom in the world.  

9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were 

called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

Friends of Jesus, it’s about relationships. The American Christian tends to believe and act as though the church exists 

for the sake of the flourishing of the individual and the family. In this model, the notion of the expansion of the King-

dom of Heaven on Earth is a bit of an afterthought at best. The Christian American tends to believe and act as though 

the individual and the family exist for the sake of the flourishing of the Church whose mission is the expansion of the 

Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.  

If I’m honest, I have mostly thought of the Church as existing for me. I’m finally waking up to the realization that I ex-

ist for the sake of the Church– the one Jesus is building, that is. ;0)  

THE PRAYER 

Jesus, you are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. Thank you for the Church you are building. We confess, we 

have too often and too many times thought we could somehow do it better than you and done it in our own way and 

claimed it to be done in your name. We seem so far from the New Testament Church, as though we could somehow 

find it by our own resolve. We can’t. And this is the point. Holy Spirit, bring us to humble honesty, deep joy-filled re-

pentance and profound surrender to you and submission to one another. Praying in Jesus name, Amen. 

THE QUESTION 

Have you tended to see the church existing for the sake of individuals and families or the other way around? Reflect on 

that.                           

 For the Awakening, 

 J.D. Walt, Sower-in-Chief 

 seedbed.com 

https://seedbed.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02db73c05fa1c7c5736358be4&id=a840b68382&e=a25fec76ce
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And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness 
in deceitful schemes. (Ephesians 4:11-14 ESV) 
 

God desires his people to be equipped. The leaders of Appleton take seriously their calling to 
be equippers. The question is, what does it mean to “equip?” A brief study of the word used 
here is helpful in understanding. The word in Greek is katartizo  (kah tar TIDZ oh) and is used 
in various ways depending on its context. This word can mean “to set a broken bone” when 
used for a surgeon. If it is used for a fisherman, it means “to mend nets.” In a military sense it 
describes the work of a drill sergeant, “to train and equip (give the items needed) soldiers.”  
With this in mind, it seems clear that there can and must be many different aspects of equip-
ping.  As every member is moving towards maturity, there will be times when what is needed 
is brokenness to be mended. There will also be times when training and the giving of tools are 
needed. To equip is to join with someone where they are and help them move towards maturi-
ty in Christ by examining what is needed and then helping meet those needs.  
Please pray for all church leaders as we do our best to help you and each other grow in maturi-
ty and into the fullness of Christ.  
 

Blessings, 
Alan 

The Elders have created this section of 

the newsletter to keep our members 

informed of some of the events and 

projects on which we are working. 

 

                                       CHURCH WORK DAY 
                                   APRIL 9TH 
                             9:00 AM—12:00 PM 
 
          Come help spruce up the church grounds, pull weeds, work in 
the flower beds, clean around the building, wash windows, and any 
other jobs that would glorify God.  Come for the whole time or an 
hour or so.  Many hands make light work. Continental breakfast 
provided.  
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Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

AT A GLANCE 
 

April 2022 
4-Elder’s Meeting, 6:30 PM, Orchard Mesa 
5-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
6-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
8-Building in use for meal prep 
9-Meal Prep, 10 AM—12 noon 
10– Mission Team Meeting, 12:00 PM—3:00 PM 
12-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
13-Bible Study, 10:00 AM, Genesis study 
15-Good Friday Service, 6:30 PM 
17– EASTER 7:00 AM service and 10:30 AM service 
19-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
20-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
26-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
27-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
30-1 SHAREFEST WEEKEND 
 
 
 
 
• 8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 AM Worship Services  
      (Mask only 9:15 in WC) 
• Tuesday, 6:00 PM, Meal  
• Tuesday, 6:30 PM, Men’s Bible Study, AC 

Contact Michael Costello, 970-260-6261 

• Tuesday, 6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study, WC Contact 
Kari Dyson, 928-581-2735 

• Wednesday, 10:00 AM, Bible Study, WC 
Contact Bob Labig, 970-216-7659 

 

May 2022 
2-Elder’s Meeting, 6:30 PM, Orchard Mesa 
3-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
4-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
7-Camp Work Day 
10-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
11-Bible Study, 10:00 AM, Genesis study 
14-Meal Prep, 10 AM—12 noon 
17-Family Night & Bible Studies 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal  
18-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
24-Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
25-Bible Study, 10:00 AM , Genesis 
31- Family Night & Bible Study, 6:30 PM, 6:00 PM meal 
 
 
Office hours are: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM, M-Th. 
 
For more information on any event, go to our website and 
click on calendar.   Then click on the event to get more infor-

mation.   http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar 

The next Meal Prep is  
April 9, 2022 

Sign up by April 3 
 

The meals: 
1) BBQ Country-style ribs 
2) Black Bean Chili 
3) Garlic Basil Chicken 
4) Margarita Chicken 
5) Mojito Lime Pork 
6) Garlic Lemon Dijon Steak Bits 

If you make out a check, make it out to ACC 
 The cost is $30.00 for 6 meals for 2 people, $60.00 for 6 

meals for 4 people, $90.00 for 6 meals for 6  people. 
Contact Heidi Waggoner @970-250-0588    

 
 
 
 
 

Operation Christmas 
Child will be  collecting 
for the month of April, 
small stuffed animals.   
 
Please put donations in 
the box in the lower building. 

THE EASTER SCHEULE 
 
Good Friday, Tenebrae service is on 
April 15th at 6:30 PM.   
 
EASTER IS APRIL 17th 
7:00 AM Service 

8:00 AM Breakfast, (sign up to bring food) 

9:00 AM (Easter egg hunt after breakfast) 

9:15 AM Service, (masked) 
10:30 AM Service 

mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar
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MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 

Steve & Nancy Hagerman 
Christine Jackson 

Assisting Christian Individuals, Int. 
PO Box 1131, Clifton, CO 81520 

Phone:  970-208-8337 or 970-778-1908 
Email:  christine@aciint.org 
chiefturkeysteve@gmail.com 

http://www.aciint.org 
Birthdays: Steve - April 18, Nancy - February 6 

Christine Jackson – August 31 
Anniversary (Hagerman): September 1 

 
 
 
 

Ministry: Assisting Christian Individuals, International’s mission is “Serving Those Who Serve 
Around the World.”  We believe in making it easier for entrepreneur Christians to respond to the call 
of God on their lives.  ACI, Int., provides administrative assistance for missionaries and ministries 
worldwide who are dedicated to winning souls to Jesus Christ. 
 
Prayer Requests:  Please pray for our ministries in:  Costa Rica, Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, Turkey, 
England, Russia, Portugal, Ghana, Sweden, Italy, The Middle East, South Africa, Romania, Kenya, 
Philippines, Laos & Thailand, Czech Republic, Albania, Indonesia, Malaysia, USA, Senegal, Cam-
bodia, Columbia, Spain, China, Mongolia, Russia, Syria, and Iran.  If you would like to adopt a mis-
sionary or country for special prayer, please contact Christine. 
 
Steve & Nancy are also involved in publishing an email prayer newsletter with emphasis on Turkey.  
Contact Steve at chiefturkeysteve@gmail.com to be added to the list.  To designate offerings for this 
email ministry, or for other ministries of ACI contact Nancy or Christine.  Steve and Nancy are 
members of Appleton Christian Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I am sending you to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 

Satan to God.”  Acts 26:17b-18a 
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 Daughters of the King 

Ministry presents 
 

MONA HIGHLINE, speaker 
at an event for women to be 

held at  
Appleton Christian Church 

April 21st, 6-8 PM,  
a light meal and childcare 
will be provided free of 

charge.   
Please RSVP by 4/18/22 

to Deb at: (303) 859-6900 or 
dokdeb@yahoo.com  

NightVision is a two-day, family friendly, outdoor Christian music festival 
which was traditionally held at the Olathe Community Park in Olathe, CO.  We 
have outgrown this venue and are moving to Intermountain Veteran’s Memori-
al Park, at the Mesa County Fairgrounds in Grand Junction his year.  Through 
the music of popular artists and the teaching of well-known evangelists we 
have the opportunity to reach church goers and non-church goers alike.  Night-
Vision 2019, the last time we were able to assemble, we had over 15,000 at-
tendees.  This year will be our 16th year sharing NightVision with the Colora-
do community and expect it to be even larger.  There are many areas to volun-
teer:  admission, ticket sales, merchandise, evangelism, fix-it-crew, trash col-
lection, sanitation, handicapped assistance team, kids corner, information 
booth, water runners, production, VIP hospitality, volunteer check in, volunteer 
food, and crowd management.  Would you prayerfully consider volunteering 
for this event?  See the training meeting dates below to sign up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DO YOU LOVE TO BAKE?   
We have some opportunities to 
use these skills to bless others!! 
 
EVERY SUNDAY  
We offer refreshments between 
services and would love to 
have you sign up to help or to 
take care of a whole Sunday.  
Check with Donna Ward or 
Jeanne Baker for more infor-
mation.  
 
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT  
We feed between 20 –30 peo-
ple and if you are interested in 
contributing something for that 
meal, you could also ask  
Donna Ward or Jeanne Baker 
 
AND LAST BUT NOT 
LEAST We will be making 
cookies for the Sharefest week-
end and our church has signed 
up to make 20 dozen cookies. 
They will be needed to be 
dropped off at First Presbyteri-
an Church on April 27 and 
then they will be put in bags 
with other information to be 
handed out. Contact Bob Labig 
for more information. 
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   ShareFest 2022  
     (APRIL 30th—May 1)  
            www.gjsharefest.com  

 
 

Purpose (adopted 4-30-08):  “A community-wide event demonstrating the love of Christ in a 
practical way.”  

Participating churches and their volunteers decide which day(s) they are going to serve, Satur-
day or Sunday, April 30th or May 1st. Volunteers get together in groups, adopt a project, and 
choose a team leader who, with someone else, visits the project site to evaluate the project. The 
group leader then works with the volunteers to set the time they will meet, determine tools and 
supplies needed, and prepare any other logistics for the project.  We are excited to be a part of 
this community out-reach.  Would you consider being a team leader or being on a team? Con-
tact Bob Labig. 

If you are in need of a project to be done, please go to the Sharefest website 
https://gjsharefest.com/ which opened March 18th and has a closing date of 
April 18th.  Please let us know if you sign up for a project.  

COMING SOON in May 
A new Grief Share Class 
will be starting soon.  It will 
be during the day and taught 
by Phyllis Bolsinger. 
Details to follow. 

 

FAMILY NIGHT and 
Men’s and Women’s Bible 
Study meets every Tuesday 
at 6:30 PM with a meal avail-
able at 6:00 PM.  The women 
are studying the book of John 
and the men are studying the 
book of Acts.     
 
Come join us! 

Want news of the Appleton Family? Need 
help with cleaning or yard work? Have some-
thing to sell or give away? The Appleton Ex-
change is the place to share with others in the 
Appleton family. Very few have taken the 
opportunity to receive this information. 
Please take time now to add your email to the 

“opt-in” list at appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org Simply 
write “SUBSCRIBE” in the Subject line to receive these occasion-
al notices.  

http://www.gjsharefest.com
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ALWAYS  
REMEMBER 

TO  
PRAY FOR 

 

• GRAND JUNCTION, FRUITA, PALISADE, CLIFTON, 
AND  ORCHARD MESA COMMUNITIES & SCHOOLS 

• THE STATE OF COLORADO 

• THE GOVERNMENT 

• OUR COUNTRY, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

 
 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Prayer card on Sunday (check the box 
to be included in the weekly email 

distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org / 
OR call 

Nancy @970-241-0858 or the church 
office @970-242-7380 

 
For shut-in communion,  

please call 242-7380 during office 
hours or contact person listed below: 

 

APRIL 
3-Dyson 

10–Weber 

         17– Messamer 

24-Vig 

                   

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 
 

Communion & Offering Meditation 
 

First Service    Second Service 
April  2022    April  2022 
3-Levi Willis    3-Levi Willis  
10-Alan Dyson    10-Alan Dyson 
17-Heidi Waggoner   17-Dan Baker 
24-John Wilson    24-Jenny Nichols  
May 2022    May 2022 
1-Bob Labig    1-Bob Labig 
8-Alan Dyson    8-Alan Dyson 
15-Heidi Waggoner   15-Levi Willis 
22-John Wilson    22-Jenny Nichols 
29-Alan Dyson    29-Alan Dyson 

SUNDAY GREETERS   
First Service   Second Service  
April 2022   April 2022 
3-Keith Kump   3-Jenny Nichols 
10-C.Ackerman/M. Miller  10-Ed McClure 
17-Barb Robinson   17-Yvette Caldwell 
24-Connie/Tom Fudge  24-Kathy/Kelly Messamer 
May 2022   May 2022 
1-Keith Kump   1-Cris Hoche 
8-Wanda Archer   8-Connie/Louis Martinez 
15-Charlotte Zangerle  15-Donna Jean Ganss 
22-Connie/Tom Fudge  22-Jenny Nichols 
29-C.Ackerman/M. Miller  29-Ed McClure 

April Prayer Families and Schools 
3-Tom & Shallini Sheeran 

David & Jane Sloan 

New Emerson School at Columbus 

10-Dan & Karen Smith 

Don & Ann Solomon 

Nisley Elementary School 

17-Doug & Jan Steiner 

Saul & Wendy Tompkins 

Orchard Avenue Elementary School 

24-Casey & Joyce Trump 

Vicki Upson 

Pear Park Elementary 

 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  

 APRIL 2022 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

8:00, 9:15, 10:30 AM Worship 
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, 

or Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

