
 

 

April 2019 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

Operation Christmas Child!  Throughout the year, 
we will be collecting items for shoebox packing.  For 
April, please begin collecting Stuffed Animals (that 
will fit into the shoeboxes).  There is a box in the 
Worship Center foyer.  Praise the Lord that 10,300 
shoe boxes from the Western Slope area were sent 
to the children and youth around the world with the 
Love of Jesus.  Please remember them all in your 

prayers throughout the year. 

Wednesday Pickleball will continue through April.  
No Saturday Pickleball.  Come to Pineridge or 
Lincoln Parks.  The weather is great! 
 
The Ladies’ Prayer Group meets in the Activities 
Center foyer on Wednesday mornings at 6:45.  
Please contact Karen Vejraska (970-242-8904 or 
email kmvejraska@acsol.net) for more information. 
 
Fourth Friday Fellowship Fun Night!  Join us and 
the CMU/CSF group on April 26 at 6:00 PM for a 
night of games and snacks on every fourth Friday 
night of the month.  Contact Kelly Messamer, (970-
424-6864) for more information. 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
April 
14-Palm Sunday 
18-Maundy Thursday Communion/Candlelight 
Service, 6-8 PM 
19-Good Friday Tenebrae service, 6:30 PM 
21-Resurrection Sunday 
 7:00 AM Sunrise Service 
 8:00 AM Breakfast 
 9:30 AM Egg Hunt for kids 
 10:30 AM Worship Service 

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Continued on page 3 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, I have been enjoying God’s 
Word and some amazing devotionals this year.  A few weeks ago, I 
read the following devotion from J.D. Walt and it challenged me and 
stayed with me.  I wanted to share it with all of you, because, I want 
us all to grow in our faith and in relationship with our amazing 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Enjoy… and let it challenge you.   I love you 
all, Dan 

 
The Question of All Questions 

Luke 9:18-27 
Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were 
with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”  They 
replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to 
life.”  “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  
Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 
 
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And he said, 
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must 
be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 
 
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain 
the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? Whoever 
is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed 
of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father 
and of the holy angels. 
 
“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God.” 
 
CONSIDER THIS 
Easy-believism. That’s the biggest obstacle to real faith. The test as 
to whether we are actually following Jesus is this: Are we going 
somewhere? Am I growing? Do I need him more today than I did 
yesterday? Do I want to be like him? Am I loving those who are hard 
to love; who are sometimes the closest to me? Does my heart break 
for the brokenhearted? Am I sick of my sin, especially those that still 
will not leave me alone? Is my appetite for the Word of God and the 
Spirit of God increasing? Is my disposition increasingly marked by 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control? Am I increasingly discontent with what 
the world calls “the good life?” 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

mailto:kmvejraska@acsol.net
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
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Size up the situation by considering yourself, 
the country, and the enemy.  
 
 
In any survival situation, one of the first things you 

need to do is to take stock.  Who are you and what assets do you 
have?  Where are you and of what dangers do you need to be 
mindful?  Who is the enemy?  In this quick study, read each 
passage and write down what answers the Bible gives to these 
questions. 
 
Who are you? (2 Cor. 5:17;2 Peter 1:4; Eph. 1:3, 2:1-5; Rom. 6:4-
6; 8:1, 29, 37; 12:5; Eze. 11:19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where are you? (1 John 2:15-18; 5:19; Rom. 8:18-22; 12:2; 
James 4:4; John 18:36; Gen. 3:17-19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who is your Enemy? (Isa. 14:12-15; John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 
2:2; Rev. 12:10; 20:3, 10; Matt. 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5; Gen. 3)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The world is a dangerous place and your enemy is powerful.  But 
never forget the truth of who you are in Christ. With Christ, you are 
more than a conqueror.  Take some time today and this week to 
thank God for the reality of who you are and be Thankful for His 
work to defeat the enemy to which you used to be enslaved.  We 
serve an awesome God.  Until next time… 
 
 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Alan 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 
928-580-9856 

April 
14—Palm Sunday 
18—Maundy Thursday Communion/Candlelight 
Service 
19—Tenebrae service, 6:30 PM 
21—Resurrection Sunday, see schedule front page 
24—Newsletter deadline 
 
• 9:30 AM, Sunday adult class, A.R.K., Activities 

Center, Daniel. 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday night Men’s Group, MPR, 

Activities Center, Romans 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday, Ladies’ Bible Study, A.R.K., 

Activities Center, Jonah 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday, Ladies’ Bible Study 2, 

Ephesians, Worship Center Foyer 
• 6:00 PM, Wednesday, Youth Group, Activities 

Center 
• 9:00 AM, Saturday small group, The Gospel 

Project.   
 
May 
3-4—Camp Christian Opening Weekend 
10-11—Camp Christian Workday 
17-18—Clifton CC Men’s Group Camp 
19--Promotion/Graduate Sunday 
22—Newsletter deadline 
27—Office Closed/Memorial Day 
31-June 2—Men’s Camp (?) 
 
 
 
For more information on any event, go to our website 

and click on calendar.   Then click on the event to 
get more information. 

S 

mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
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These are the deep inner questions of a person on 
pilgrimage, those who have fixed their eyes on Jesus 
and set their hearts to follow him.  I’m not talking 
about being a “religious” person or a more “spiritual” 
person or even a more “committed” person. Those are 
all pitfalls of faith. It’s so easy to get stuck in the rut 
of being more committed to our commitments. 
 
The first thing I like about today’s text is the way it 
says, 
 
“Once when Jesus was praying in private and his 
disciples were with him,” 
 
That’s one of the joyful mysteries of true Christian 
community; being all at once alone with God and in 
the company of close friends. If you don’t understand 
that I can’t explain it, but if it piqued your interest it’s 
a sign you are headed in the right direction. An 
authentic relationship with Jesus will not settle to be a 
“private” affair. It must move into interpersonal 
relationships. People cannot grow into mature 
Christian faith by themselves. It’s why John Wesley 
said things like, “There is no holiness apart from 
social holiness.” Until a person is in this kind of 
personal/interpersonal connection with Jesus and 
others, they live in the undefined faith of “the crowd.” 
It’s why he asked his disciples, 
 
“Who do the crowds say I am?” 
 
This was the setup question. What are people saying? 
How about all those thousands of people we’ve fed; 
what do they make of me?” It’s like asking what the 
press is saying. It’s Elijah today and John the Baptist 
tomorrow, and who knows, the next day it could be 
Elvis. No one person is responsible for a crowd, 
which means crowds are not responsible to anyone. 
Today they cheer. Tomorrow they crucify. 
 
A follower of Jesus must leave the crowd behind and 
join the community. The community is where it 
happens. The community of followers creates the 
context for conversion. It’s an incubator for deep 
heart change and mind shift; a reorientation with a 
reality too good to be true and yet truer than any truth 
this world has to offer. One day in the community of 
Jesus is better than a thousand days elsewhere. In this 
community we behold what we are to become. We 
“taste and see that the Lord is good.” Here we learn 
the Kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). Here we find the 
miraculous place where the more we are known the 
more we are loved. 

In this rich seedbed of relationships, Jesus asks us the 
question of questions, 
 
“But what about you,.. Who do you say that I am?”  
That’s the question that makes the Christian. Yes, one 
may answer it many times along the way and yet one 
must keep on answering it until one answers it, and after 
that one must answer it still more. Here’s the response, 
 
“Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.”  
 
It’s not a matter of saying the right words. It’s saying 
the words right; right in the way that deep calls to deep, 
right in the way trust looks upon trustworthy, right in 
the way beloved beholds the Beloved. Right in the way 
a relationship gets defined and redefined and further 
defined. Doesn’t need to be a precious moment; must be 
a gut-level movement of will. 
 
Answering this question means giving all that you know 
of yourself to all that you know of Jesus only to realize 
the more you know of Jesus the more you will know of 
yourself and the more you will have of yourself to give. 
 
And the question comes to me and to you,… “But what 
about you,… Who do you say that I am?”  
 
Take some time with that today. Don’t be afraid. No 
matter how many times you’ve done this before or 
whether you have never done it before, release your grip 
on yourself and give yourself to the One who gives 
Himself to you. God’s Messiah! 
 
Let’s be praying for each other.  
 
THE PRAYER 
Father God, thank you for defining days like this, when 
the question is a little sharper than I wanted. Who do I 
say that Jesus is? Save me from a quick right and 
religious response. Give me the courage to actually ask 
myself that question and to give voice to the response 
that comes from the depths of my soul. Thank you for 
asking me. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
THE QUESTION 
So, what’s your answer? Who do you say that Jesus is? 
Keep it real. Are you ready to move past the shallows of 
easy believism and into the depths of faith? 
 
For the Awakening, 
J.D. Walt 
Sower-in-Chief 
seedbed.com 

https://www.seedbed.com/daily-text/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Michael Costello, your newest 
elder, to the saints at Appleton Christian, 
and anyone else reading. Now that I have 
been endorsed as an elder, you should 
probably know something about who I 
am. My family have been members of 
Appleton Christian for a little over 10 
years. We attend second service (“The 
last shall be first,” he said snarkily), and Kami, my wife of 
25 years, and I organized the Awana youth ministry at 
Appleton Christian for several years. Actually, Kami 
organized it; I made some announcements at the beginning 
and end of meetings and got a lot of the credit that she 
deserved. Kami works as the assistant director of a local 
charter school, Mesa Valley Community School. Our 
children are: Micah (24) who is currently stationed with the 
US Navy in Djbouti in northern Africa; Talitha (21) who 
recently graduated from CMU and is working for the 
Western Colorado Community Foundation; Benjamin (19) 
who is majoring in art at CMU and making some really cool 
things from molten metal; and David (17) who will be 
graduating from Palisade High School’s International 
Baccalaureate program in a few weeks as a National Merit 
Scholar.  
 
I am a believer, a husband and father, and a jack of many 
trades currently running a mental health practice. That I am 
a believer is the most important of these things. My favorite 
way to explain what that means is borrowed. Michael Card 
wrote a song in memory of his grandfather who was a 
preacher. All I know to credit him is that his initials were F. 
F. B. Card played excerpts from F. F. B.’s sermons before 
and after the musical part. His grandfather’s sermon line 
closed the song, “I have no hope except that I believe that 
Christ died for my sins according to the scriptures. I expect 
to swing out into eternity on that.” F. F. B. borrowed the 
heart of this testimony from Paul (I Corinthians 15:3)—we 
are all a few thousand years too late to be original. That 
image has really stuck with me. The forgiveness of my sins 
was obtained at the price of Christ’s life, and I will swing 
out into eternity clinging to that hope.  
 
I am a Grand Junction, CO native, and I have worked quite 
a few different jobs in the valley—lawn mower, fast food, 
research chemistry, chemical engineer, ceramics engineer, 
explosives engineer, string manufacturing, cider 
manufacturing, and I served a brief stint in the Army 
Reserves/National Guard. About 10 years ago, when several 
industry jobs were leaving the valley, I transitioned into 
professional counseling. With one thing and another, I have 
wound up focused on work with families in distress, and I 
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The Elders have created this section of 

the newsletter to keep our members 

informed of some of the events and 

projects on which we are working. 

spend an awful lot of time testifying in court about how to 
make difficult situations as good as possible for the children 
caught in them. The bright moments in this work are the times 
that a family which is falling apart asks me to help them end a 
divorce process and patch up a broken relationship so they can 
live happily ever after; realistically, it is happily ever after 
from time to time, which is one of the greatest joys we can 
experience this side of heaven. 
 
As for why I want to serve as an elder, I know that we 
Christians need one another. In Numbers 19, we read that an 

Israelite who was ceremonially unclean needed a brother who 

was ceremonially clean to come along side him to help restore 
his brother. In Galatians 6:1-2, we read that we Christians 

similarly need each other, “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in 

any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a 

spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be 
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 

Christ.” Much of the shepherding role of an elder is to be 

available to and facilitate connections between the members 
of Christ’s body that we might encourage, restore, and 

accomplish together. I look forward to serving in this capacity 

with you. 

Casas por Cristo 
 
On Sunday, March 17, we headed to 
Juarez, Mexico, stopping overnight in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  We arrived 
in El Paso, TX, on Monday and crossed 
over the border with our CpC 
missionary Ryan de la Pena.  We 
stayed at the Juarez church Templo 
Esmirna #4 while building the home. 
 
Our first day was spent building walls 
waiting for the cement truck to arrive.  It 
came a day late so we really had to 
hustle once the cement had set. 
 
Our appreciative family fed us several 
meals.   We worked late into the night 
on Tuesday and Wednesday and had a 
house by Thursday morning.  
Dedication for the house was Thursday 
at 9:00 AM and we left for home shortly 
after.  See the photos on pages 5-6. 



 

 

Our Casas Family 

Where we stayed 

The Neighborhood 
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Completed Home 

Team 
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Mission of the Month 

Steve & Nancy Hagerman 
Christine Jackson 

Assisting Christian Individuals, Int. 
PO Box 1131, Clifton, CO 81520 

Phone:  970-208-8337 or 970-778-1908 
Email:  christine@aciint.org 
chiefturkeysteve@gmail.com 

http://www.aciint.org 
Birthdays: Steve - April 18, Nancy - 

February 6 
Christine Jackson – August 31 

Anniversary (Hagerman): September 1 
 

Ministry: Assisting Christian Individuals, 
International’s mission is “Serving Those 
Who Serve Around the World.”  We 
believe in making it easier for entrepreneur 
Christians to respond to the call of God on 
their lives.  ACI, Int., provides 
administrative assistance for missionaries 
and ministries worldwide who are 
dedicated to winning souls to Jesus Christ. 
 
Prayer Requests:  Please pray for our 
ministries in:  Costa Rica, Mexico, Brazil, 
Colombia, Turkey, England, Russia, 

Portugal, Ghana, Sweden, Italy, The 
Middle East, South Africa, Romania, 
Kenya, Philippines, Laos & Thailand, 
Czech Republic, Albania, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, USA, Senegal, Cambodia, 
Columbia, Spain, China, Mongolia, Russia, 
Syria, and Iran.  If you would like to adopt 
a missionary or country for special prayer, 
please contact Christine. 
 
Steve & Nancy are also involved in 
publishing an email prayer newsletter with 
emphasis on Turkey.  Contact Steve at 
chiefturkeysteve@gmail.com to be added 
to the list.  They are also seeking 
volunteers to mail Gospel letters 
occasionally to Turks around the world.  To 
designate offerings for this email ministry, 
contact them directly.  They are members 
of Appleton Christian Church. 
 
“I am sending you to open their eyes and 
turn them from darkness to light, and from 

the power of Satan to God.”   
Acts 26:17b-18a 
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Missionary Prayer 
Planners are available 
in the Welcome Center 
of the Worship Center.  
The Planners have 
information on all of 
the missions ACC 
supports.  Pick one up 
Sunday (or have a pdf 
emailed to you) to help 
with praying for our 
missions. 



 

 

First Service Communion Servers 
April, Lead Server  May, Lead Server 
 7-Joe Zeni    5-Craig Spoering 
14-Connie Fudge  12-Saul Tompkins 
21-Jack Costello  19-Mark Murrell 
28-Jim Rogers  26-TBD 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card on 
Sunday (check the box to be included 

in the weekly email distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org ; OR 
call Paul @242-8904, or  

Jason @314-0456, or  
Nancy @241-0858. 

 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 

April Teams 

7-Baker/J. Costello 

14-Dyson/Kugler 

21-Messamer/Pifer 

28-Steiner/Vig 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Michael Costello 260-6261 
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org 

Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 
Kevin Vig 216-7993 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair 

jewilson@frontier.net 
 
 

New Elder & Deacon 
 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Barb Easlick 330-417-0617 
barbeaslick@gmail.com 
Malinda Lyons 245-5632 

lyo582@yahoo.com 
Debbie McDonald 270-4733 

damjammin2000@yahoo.com 
David McElfresh 719-930-0012 

davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Barb Robinson 208-4981 
canyonrn49@gmail.com 

Josh Vig 623-5688 
warrior24@acsol.net 

Donna Ward 623-3665 
wardmom@fruitawireless.com 

Lacey Weber 210-5361 
ladyweber82@gmail.com 

Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 
charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 

First Service    Second Service 
April     April 
 7-Doug Steiner     7-Doug Steiner 
14-Josh Vig    14-Josh Vig 
21-Dan Baker    21-Michael Costello 
28-David McElfresh   28-Nancy Hagerman 
May     May 
 5 Dave Sloan     5 Malinda Lyons 
12 Doug Steiner    12 Doug Steiner 
19 Josh Vig    19 Josh Vig 
26 Dan Baker    26 Jenny Nichols 

GREETERS 
First Service    Second Service 
April     April 
 7 Aleta Beaslin/Barb Robinson   7 Jenny Nichols 
14 Eldon & Daphne Bevill   14 Doug & Jan Steiner 
21 Charlotte Zangerle   21 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
28 Sandy Calkins    28 Kelly Messamer 
May     May 
 5 Mark & Jennifer Murrell   5 Randy & Beth Pifer 
12 Kelly Messamer   12 Jenny Nichols 
19 Dan Smith    19 Doug & Jan Steiner 
26 Aleta Beaslin/Barb Robinson  26 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
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April Prayer Families 
 

7—Alexis Biskupski, Seth Biskupski 

John & Phyllis Bolsinger 

14—Reagin Royster & Meta Boon 

Landen & Debbie Brolien 

21—Justin & Kristy Brown 

Helen Caldwell 

26—Yvette Caldwell 

Randy Cloyd & Maria Kelley 

 

Prayer Schools 
 

7-Orchard Ave. Elem. 
14-Pear Park Elementary 
21-Pomona Elementary 
28-Rim Rock Elementary 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:djsteiner@acsol.net
mailto:boomer1063@acsol.net
mailto:jewilson@frontier.net
mailto:jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
mailto:cbeaslin@outlook.com
mailto:lyo582@yahoo.com
mailto:davidrmack@hotmail.com
mailto:messamerdad@gmail.com
mailto:warrior24@acsol.net
mailto:wardmom@fruitawireless.com
mailto:ladyweber82@gmail.com
mailto:charjz1948@icloud.com
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  
 

APRIL 2019 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«ADDRESS 2» 
«CITY», «ST»   «ZIP» 

April 21 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:kathy@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

