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To grow fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
An Important Lesson and Heartfelt Apology
Matthew 28:19-20
Matthew 5:13-16 - Salt and Light
You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness,
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You
See page 6 for the Holy Week
are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
schedule.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
You Had Me at BACON!! Start
house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that
thinking about what bacon dish you’d
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
like to share at BaconFest. Sunday,
heaven.
April 29 is our noon fellowship meal
As we have been focusing on sharing the Good News (Gospel) of Jesus
with bacon-based dishes.
Christ with our family, neighbors, co-workers, and everyone else in the valley, this
passage of scripture that presents the words of our Savior in His Sermon on the
Mount become very significant. Jesus teaches us to be salt and light to the world.
The Ladies Prayer Group meets
Why? So that God can be praised in your life.
Fridays at 6:45 AM in the Activities
Our deacons are currently working on several ways that we can be salt and
Center Foyer. Please contact Karen
light to this valley. There are plans to feed foster families and the homeless. There
Vejraska (970-242-8904 or email
are plans to serve the community through the citywide ShareFest program. There is
kmvejraska@acsol.net) for more
a strong desire in the hearts of our deacons to continue to find ways to have Appleton
information.
Christian Church (you and me) be salt and light to our valley, “that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.”
Donate while you shop: https://
Several verses later in Matthew 6:1-4, Jesus can seem to contradict His
smile.amazon.com—Amazon
earlier charge;
donates 0.5% of the price of your
Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to
be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your
Appleton Christian Church.
Father in heaven. “So, when you give to the needy, do not
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you
the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
D. A. Carson, in his commentary on Matthew addressed this passage how it
Life Line Screening will be at ACC on
relates
to
the previous one when he wrote:
Friday, May 18. Call 1.866.229.0469
Jesus
is not so much dealing with a different kind of righteousness
to schedule your screening. We
or with mere acts of righteousness as with the motives behind
have several vouchers available.
righteous living. To attempt to live in accord with the righteousness
You need to have the voucher before
spelled out in the preceding verses but out of motives eager for
making your appointment. Pick up
men’s applause is to prostitute that righteousness. For this there will
the voucher in the office. First come,
be no reward (see on 5:12) from the heavenly Father. There is no
first serve on the vouchers.
contradiction with 5:14–16, where disciples are told to let their light
shine before men so that they may see their good deeds; there the
Family Health West/Courtyard
motive is for men to praise the heavenly Father. Righteous conduct
Care Center worship services:
under kingdom norms must be visible so that God may be glorified.
Sunday, May 27, 3:30 PM.
Yet it must never be visible in order to win man’s acclaim. Better by
Contact Pastor Dan if you can help.
far to hide any righteous deed that may lead to ostentation. To trade
the goal of pleasing the Father for the trivial and idolatrous goal of

At A Glance

Continued on page 3

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays. You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org).

2

I have been pondering Mark 6:45-52 ever since I read
the following devotional last month. I hope that it
strikes you like it struck me. This is from the devotional
book, “New Morning Mercies: A Daily Gospel
Devotional” by Paul David Tripp. Enjoy!
It is a very instructive vignette in the life of
Jesus and his disciples, recorded for us in Mark 6:4552. Jesus has sent his disciples across the Sea of Galilee
to Bethsaida. They have encountered and impossible
headwind and angry seas. If you look at the time clues
in the larger passage, you can see they have been
rowing for about eight hours. They are in a situation
that seems impossible, exhausting, frustrating, and
potentially dangerous. They are far beyond their
strength and ability. As you read the passage, you have
to ask yourself why Jesus would ever want his disciples
in this kind of difficulty. It is clear that they’re not in
this mess because they’ve been disobedient, arrogant,
or unwise, but because they have obeyed Jesus.
Jesus sees that his disciples are in this
exhausting and dangerous situation, and he sets out and
begins to walk across the sea. Yes, you read it right: he
walks across the sea. Now, the moment he begins to
take this walk, you are confronted with two things. The
first is the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is the Lord God
almighty, because no other human being could do what
he is doing. But there is a second important thing to
observe. The minute he begins to take the walk, you
know what he has in mind. If all Jesus wants to do is
relieve the difficulty, he wouldn’t have to take the
walk. All he would need to do is say a prayer from the
shore and the wind would cease. He takes the walk
because he is not after the difficulty. He is after the men
in the middle of the difficulty. He is working to change
everything they think about themselves and about their
lives. Standing next to the boat as the wind still blows
and the waves still crash, he says: “It is I. Do not be
afraid.” He is actually taking one of the names of God.
He is saying the “I am” is with them, the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the One on whom all the
covenant promises rest. It is impossible for them to be
alone because their existence has been invaded by the
grace and glory of the I am.
Why did Jesus send his disciples in that storm?
He did it for the same reason he sometimes sends you
into storms – because he knows that sometimes you
need the storm in order to be able to see the glory. For
the believer, peace is not found in ease of life. Real
peace is only ever found in the presence, power, and
grace of the Savior, the King, the Lamb, the I am. That
peace is yours even when the storms of life take you
beyond you natural ability, wisdom, and strength. You
can live with hope and courage in the middle of what

once would have produced discouragement and fear
because you know you are never alone. The I am
inhabits all situation, relationships, and locations by his
grace. He is in you. He is with you. He is for you. He is
your hope.
Blessings,
Pastor Alan
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
928-580-9856

Join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 for
a meal. At 7:00, we'll split into two groups
for Bible study, one for junior-high ages
and another for the high-school/adult ages.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome
Center to bring meals. Contact Pastor Alan
with any questions, 928-580-9856.

April
1—Resurrection Sunday, see page 6
8—Missions Team meeting, 12:30 PM
TBD—Camp Physicals, see page 7
28—ShareFest, see page 3
29—Fellowship Meal, noon, BACONFEST!
May
4-5—Camp Christian Opening
11-12—Camp Workdays
13—Mother’s Day
18—Life Line Screening @ ACC
18-19—Men’s Camp
20—Fellowship Meal, Camp-Themed Foods, noon
27—FHW/CCC Worship Service, 3:30 PM
28—OFFICE CLOSED for Memorial Day
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pleasing man will never do.
The key difference behind the two passages is the
motivation and desire behind the good works being shown. Our call
is always to have our good works be seen that God may be glorified.
As a Christian first, and then as His pastor, I have desired
greatly to model the love of Christ and the works His love does
through me to lift up and glorify our Father in Heaven. I know my
life, my sins and how broken and truly unworthy I am for the grace
and love God has shown me through my Savior Jesus. My eyes
often fill with tears at that realization, and especially during the times
he has used this broken child to help others in His name.
Recently, it has come to my attention that some have seen
my actions of recounting and modeling the good things God has
done through me as me purposely presenting my “acts of
righteousness before men.” My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I
am so very sorry if there has been any action or statement I have
made that could ever get in the way of showing the grace, power,
goodness of the love of Jesus Christ in my life. I wholeheartedly
repent of any type of action that could have become a stumbling
block to any of you in this way.
In Romans 14:13-18, the Apostle Paul wrote about the
importance of not putting stumbling blocks before others.
Therefore, let us stop passing judgment on one
another. Instead, make up your mind not to put
any stumbling block or obstacle in your
brother’s way. As one who is in the Lord Jesus,
I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in
itself. But if anyone regards something as
unclean, then for him it is unclean. If your
brother is distressed because of what you eat,
you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your
eating destroy your brother for whom Christ
died. Do not allow what you consider good to
be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is
not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,
because anyone who serves Christ in this way
is pleasing to God and approved by men.
I want you all to know that my sole purpose and motivation
in life is to serve and glorify our Heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus
Christ. I know that I am not perfect. Though I strive to be the best I
can for Him, perfection will only come when we are all done with this
broken world. Because of that, we are called to apply God’s grace in
our lives to each other. As Peter instructed in 1 Peter 4:10, Each of
you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.
As part of my calling as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, I will continue to model and review the good works that God
has graciously been doing in my life for His glory. If any of you ever
see something in my actions that causes you pause, please come
talk to me right away, so that we can remove any inadvertent
stumbling block together and allow the work of God here at Appleton
to continue for His Glory.
I love you all,
Pastor Dan

The Elders have created this
section of the newsletter to
keep our members informed of
some of the events and projects
on which we are working.

The Church Government Class, taught by
John Wilson, will begin on Sunday, April
15 at 9:30 AM in the Multipurpose Room
of the Activities Center. Pastor Alan’s
class will take a break during this time.
The Church Government Class will last
about 2-3 weeks.

This year, ShareFest will be on
Saturday, April 28. This is a great opportunity
for us to show the love of Christ in a practical
way. There will be a sign-up sheet for anyone
who would like to help. If you know anyone
who needs help, they can contact
www.gjsharefest.com to register until April 20.
We will also be sponsoring a meal at
Homeward Bound on May 12. We will be
serving dinner and spending time with the
residents. Both of these projects are a
wonderful way to show the love of Christ. If
you have any questions, please call Aleta
Beaslin, 970-245-5009.

Mission of the Month

Steve & Nancy Hagerman
Christine Jackson
Assisting Christian
Individuals, Int.
PO Box 1131, Clifton, CO 81520
Phone: 970-208-8337 or 970-778-1908
Email: christine@aciint.org
chiefturkeysteve@gmail.com
http://www.aciint.org
Birthdays: Steve - April 18,
Nancy - February 6
Christine Jackson – August 31
Anniversary (Hagerman): September 1

Prayer Requests: We appreciate prayer for
our ministries in: Costa Rica, Mexico,
Brazil, Colombia, Turkey, England, Russia,
Portugal, Ghana, Sweden, Italy, The Middle
East, South Africa, Romania, Kenya,
Philippines, Laos & Thailand, Czech
Republic, Albania, Indonesia, Malaysia,
USA, Senegal, Cambodia, Columbia, Spain,
China, Mongolia, Russia, Syria, and Iran. If
you would like to adopt a missionary or
country for special prayer, please contact
Christine.

Steve & Nancy publish a monthly emailed
newsletter with prayer requests for Turkey.
Contact Steve at
chiefturkeysteve@gmail.com to be added to
Ministry: The mission of Assisting Christian the list. They are also seeking volunteers to
Individuals, International is “Serving Those mail Gospel letters to Turks around the
Who Serve Around the World.” We believe world. Contact Steve at the email above for
in making it easier for entrepreneur
information.
Christians to respond to the call of God on
their lives. ACI, Int. provides administrative
assistance for missionaries and ministries
“I am sending you to open their eyes and
worldwide who are dedicated to winning
turn them from darkness to light, and from
souls to Jesus Christ. Steve and Nancy
the power of Satan to God.”
Hagerman, Memduh Uysal, and Adrienne
Acts 26:17b-18a
Hagerman are among their workers.
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I came across this while attending a church during my Florida vacation. The italics are my “airplane musings”.
Kathy Messamer
I am a church member.

I AM A CHURCH MEMBER

I will seek to be a source of unity in the church. I know there are no perfect pastors, staff, or other church members. But neither am
I. I will not be a source of gossip or dissension. One of the greatest contributions I can make is to do all I can in God’s power to
help keep the church in unity for the sake of the gospel. While church shopping here in the Grand Valley, I had mentioned to a
coworker at the time of our searching for a church, she said, “Well, don’t try to find a ‘perfect church’ since once you get there, it
will no longer be perfect!” Kind of like the guy who told Kelly and me that it was a good thing we found each other so we didn’t
ruin two families! But, it drove home the point that no one is perfect and neither is any church body because it’s packed with
sinners, saved by the Grace of God, but sinners.
I am a church member.
I will not let my church be about my preferences and desires. That is self-serving. I am in this church to serve others and to serve
Christ. My Savior went to a cross for me. I can deal with any inconveniences and matters that are just not my preference or style.
Recalled the story of a grandma approaching the music leader and saying, “I don’t like this modern music AT ALL! But my
grandson does, and if that’s what it takes to get him here to hear the Word of the Lord, I’ll listen to it. I gave up sharing special
music because I overhead someone's preference of having to close their eyes, not being able to "watch her flap her arms around
like she's gonna take off flying". Remembering the scriptures regarding stumbling blocks, I quit sharing my gift. Besides, the joy
was gone.
I am a church member.
I will pray for my pastor every day. His work is never-ending. His days are filled with constant demands for his time; with the
need to prepare sermons; with those who are rejoicing in births; with those who are traveling through the valley of the shadow of
death; with critics; with the hurts and hopes of others; and with the need to be a husband and a father. My pastor cannot serve our
church in his own power. I will pray for God’s strength for him and his family every day. WOW! I see this need everyday. I
remember just getting into the office one morning and answering the phone. Pastor Dan seeing the look on my face and
overhearing the conversation, saying, “Where am I going?” “St. Mary’s E.R., (name withheld) on the way in the ambulance!”
He beat the ambulance! Pastor Alan also does a remarkable job here at ACC. I need to pray more for and appreciate their
wonderful wives, too. They carry quite a burden by sharing their husbands with us.
I am a church member.
I like the metaphor of membership. It’s not membership as in a civic organization or a country club. It’s the kind of membership
given to us in 1 Corinthians 12: “Now you are the body of Christ and individual members of it” (I Corinthians 12:27). Because I
am a member of the body of Christ, I must be a functioning member, whether I am an “eye,” an “ear,” or a “hand.” As a
functioning member, I will give. I will serve. I will minister. I will evangelize. I will study. I will seek to be a blessing to others. I
will remember that “if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with
it” (1 Corinthians 12:26). Head slap! Think Gibbs/DiNozzo on NCIS, only with God/Kathy.
I am a church member.
I will lead my family to be good members of this church as well. We will pray together for our church. We will worship together
in our church. We will serve together in our church. And we will ask Christ to help us fall deeper in love with this church, because
He gave His life for her. OUCH! .333 is a great baseball batting average but a poor parenting score; painful when 2 out of 3
children turn their backs on God.
I am a church member.
This membership is a gift. When I received the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, I became a part of the body of Christ. I
soon thereafter identified with a local body and was baptized. And now I am humbled and honored to serve and to love others in
our church. I pray that I will never take my membership for granted, but see it as a gift and an opportunity to serve others, and to
be a part of something so much greater than any one person or member. SHOW UP! Even when I am tired from the Daylight
Saving Time change, or jet lag, or exhausted from hypothyroidism, or someone’s hurt my feelings (as in 1998, 1999, 2000…) or
just don’t feel like coming. Seems like when I need the body the most is when I feel the least like being around the body. Heb.
10:24-25 comes to mind.

I am a church member.
And I thank God that I am. Thank you God for my quirky, ACC family!
https://thomrainer.com/2012/01/i_am_a_church_member/ JANUARY 25, 2012
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Holy Week
March 25

March 29
Self-Serve Communion and Prayer
Worship Center open from 6:00-8:00 PM

Friday, March 30
Tenebrae Service, 6:30 PM

Sunday, April 1
He is RISEN! The tomb is empty and He is ALIVE!
Go live like it!

7:00 AM Sunrise Service
8:00 AM Breakfast
9:30 AM Egg Hunt
10:30 AM Worship Service
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Changes to the January printed
directory:
SLOAN, JANE
janesloan60@gmail.com
SLOAN, DAVE
sloandavid72@gmail.com
WARREN, JENNY
2973 KACHINA DR
GR. JCT., CO 81503
BALLEGEER, GREG & TERRY
661 MEDHURST LN
GR. JCT., CO 81504
LEEPER, ANDRU
2959 BOOKCLIFF AVE
GR. JCT., CO 81504
aleeper3@gmail.com
907-654-5016
ARCHER, WANDA
3267 E 1/2 ROAD
CLIFTON, CO 81520
SMITH, DAN & KAREN
tele8090@yahoo.com

LOCKHART, BILLIE
P. O. BOX 40713
GR. JCT. CO 81504
HENBY, UNCLE RICHARD
1 Pearly Gates Way

A WORD ABOUT THE WORD
To experience the aliveness of God’s Word,

(Hebrews 4:12)

It needs to be DONE, not “just” heard.
For if I hear and then don’t do,

(James 1:22)

I will deceive myself
And so will you.
But for me to do, I need to SAY

(Mark 11:23)

It’s often fruitless “just” to pray.
But when I PRAY, and this I must;
It does no good if I don’t TRUST!

(Mark 11:24)

So trust I will, and then receive;
For it’s BY FAITH that I believe.
So BELIEVE I do, for God’s Word is true.

(John 17:17)

It works for me,
And it will work for you.

Glenn Ewing
December 2014

SLOAN, DAVID
sloandavid72@gmail.com

SAVE $10

SLOAN, JANE
janesloan60@gmail.com

If you plan on going on the Casas por Cristo trip in
Spring of 2019, get your passport or passport card
NOW to save $10. The execution fee is going up on
April 2 from $25 to $35. Go to https://travel.state.gov/
content/travel/en/passports.html to start the application
process.

You do not pay the execution fee for renewals.
Camp Physicals are coming up toward the end of April.
We are waiting for the date confirmation by the physician.
There will be new camp registration forms available soon.
You can also go to your own physician for the physical,
but you must have the new camp registration form to be
filled out by your physician. Check with your insurance
provider as most insurance companies cover one physical
per year. Also, if you have had a physical within the past
12 months of your camp dates, you can have your
physician sign off on the form. Be sure that ALL blanks
are completed and/or signed. Since Camp Christian is
considered a daycare facility, governed by state laws, the
state can remove your child from camp, or even close the
camp, should they find incomplete registration forms
during an inspection.

Bad Church Secertary (@ChruchSecretary) tweeted at 7:25 PM on Fri, Mar 16, 2018:
The nice thing about how many people find mistakes in the buletin is that church members are unlikely to try to get me to work as their free secretary.
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Contact Us:
Pastor Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Pastor Alan Dyson
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

Elders:
elders@appletonchristian.org
Dan Baker 822-2717
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Scott Draper 250-7261
swdraper@gmail.com
Tim Hollett 970-376-5521
timandsherry88@hotmail.com
Doug Steiner 250-9900
djsteiner@acsol.net
Mark Vejraska 242-8904
kmvejraska@ascol.net
Kevin Vig 216-7993
boomer1063@acsol.net
John Wilson 640-6326
jewilson@frontier.net

Diaconate:
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009
cbeaslin@outlook.com
Malinda Lyons 245-5632
lyo582@yahoo.com
David McElfresh 719-930-0012
davidrmack@hotmail.com
Kelly Messamer 424-6864
messamerdad@gmail.com
Jennifer Murrell 434-6613
murrpurr2@bresnan.net
Mark Murrell 434-6613
11racer@bresnan.net
Josh Vig 623-5688
warrior24@acsol.net
Donna Ward 623-3665
wardmom@fruitawireless.com
Lacey Weber 210-5361
ladyweber82@gmail.com
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907

ways to send
Prayer Requests:
Include on your bulletin prayer card
on Sunday; OR email
prayers@appletonchristian.org;
OR call Paul @242-8904, or Jason
@314-0456, or Nancy @241-0858.

For shut-in communion,
please call 242-7380 during office
hours or contact person listed below:

April
1—Randy Pifer
8—Doug Steiner
15—Kevin Vig
22—Alan Dyson
29—Dan Baker

(no email)

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone.
First Service Communion Servers

April
Jim Rogers
Mark Murrell
Mike Hollermeier
Open Spot

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.)

May
Joe Zeni
Dave McIlnay
Jack Costello
Open Spot

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.)

First Service
April
1 Jane Sloan
8 Mark & Jennifer Murrell
15 Eldon & Daphne Bevill
22 Charlotte Zangerle
29 Kelly Messamer
May
6 Steve & Peggy Moseley
13 Eldon & Daphne Bevill
20 Mark & Jennifer Murrell
27 Charlotte Zangerle

Communion & Offering Meditation
First Service
Second Service
April
1 Mark Vejraska
8 Josh Vig
15 Dan Baker
22 Scott Draper
29 David McElfresh
May
6 Dave Sloan
13 Doug Steiner
20 Mark Vejraska
27 Josh Vig

April
1 Mark Vejraska
8 Josh Vig
15 Nancy Hagerman
22 Scott Draper
29 David McElfresh
May
6 Malinda Lyons
13 Doug Steiner
20 Mark Vejraska
27 Josh Vig

GREETERS

Second Service
April
1 Jenny Nichols
8 Doug & Jan Steiner
15 Kelly Messamer
22 Brett & Debbie McDonald
29 Randy & Beth Pifer
May
6 Jenny Nichols
13 Doug & Jan Steiner
20 Kelly Messamer
27 Brett & Debbie McDonald

April Prayer Families
1—Gina Goff
Jean Griffin
8—Steve & Nancy Hagerman
Adrienne Hagerman
15—Jason Hagerman
Michael & Tammy Hernandez
22—Kate Hicks
Helen Hockett
29—Sharon Hoisington
Mike & Gloria Hollermeier

Connect with us:
970-242-7380
970-242-3682 fax
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
elders@appletonchristian.org
kathy@appletonchristian.org
office@appletonchristian.org
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or
Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line.
prayers@appletonchristian.org
To sign up to receive prayer requests,
please send an email with
Subscribe in the Subject line.

You can also access the directory on your computer.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email
address you have listed in the directory. You will receive a confirmation email and once
you click on the link, your email address will be validated. You will then need to log in, just
as an email account, every time to access the directory. You will be able to view the information, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device
app.

www.appletonchristian.org
Listen to sermons online
Appleton-Christian-Church
Click here for Calendar

The Apple Press
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd
Grand Junction, CO 81505

A PRIL 2018
Our Mission
To grow fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

A CORE
OF TRUTH
—
WITH A
LOT OF
APPEAL
Unsubscribe: If you no longer

wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact us with your address
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in
the subject line. Thank you.

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME»
«ADDRESS»
«ADDRESS 2»
«CITY», «ST» «ZIP»

The Bible affirms the power and
importance of prayer and we, as a church,
are committed to pray for each other. Let
us know your request and we will lift you
up in prayer.

