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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

September 18, 2022 
 

Welcome to Sunday worship! 
Masks are welcome but not required. 

 

 

 

We Gather in Praise and Thanksgiving 
 

“Holding on to anger is like grasping a hot coal 
with the intent of throwing it at someone else; 

You are the one who gets burned 
Gautama Buddah (c. 5th cent. BCE) 

 

 

CENTERING MUSIC                                                                     Cornerstone  
                                                      Jonas Myrin (b. 1982), arr. Mark Hayes 
 
OPENING SENTENCES                                                                    Lou Guagenti         
                                                                                        (Jeremiah 8, Psalm 79)  
 

Call upon our God, who hears our pleas.  
Put your faith in God, our great physician.  
Reach out to God, who hears the cries of the suffering.  
We will call upon God who hears our pleas.  
Enter God’s gates with hope and gladness.  

                                                 
❖ HYMNAL No. 58                                                              Many and Great 

 
❖ WELCOME AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION                  (Jer 8, Ps 79)  

 

Righteous God,  
let your compassion come speedily to meet us,  
for we are brought low in our need. 
Our spirits are poured out like flowing waters,  
and there is no one to aid us in our pain.  
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name. Let your 
compassion come speedily to us once more,  
that all may see and know where true help lies. Amen.  

 
 

❖ PLEASE RISE EITHER IN BODY OR IN SPIRIT 

 

We Listen and Respond to the Word of 

THE BIBLICAL WORD FOR THIS DAY 
 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke: Then Jesus said to the 
disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? 
Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be 
my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I 
do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not 
strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to 
do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me 
into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do 
you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of 
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are 
the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome 
you into the eternal homes. “Whoever is faithful in a very little is 
faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is 
dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the 
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you 
have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you 
what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A WARM WELCOME is extended 
to all. Your presence both 
enriches us and this time of 
worship together! We hope that 
you will visit us again and 
consider making us your church 
home. If you would like to keep 
in touch with us, we invite you to 
sign our Guest Book on the table 
in the entrance. 
 
 
OFFERINGS for the work of the 
church are collected either at the 
time of offering during worship, 
or given electronically. You may 
also send your offerings to the 
church address via USPS. We 
celebrate what we accomplish 
together as a congregation and 
welcome your support to further 
the work of the church. We 
gratefully acknowledge all gifts 
and pledges and maintain donor 
records for purposes of tax 
receipting and financial 
forecasting. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS for the 
weekly bulletin and E-piphany 
are due by Wednesday Noon to 
office@congucc.org.  
 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS to be 
shared at Sunday Worship may 
be submitted to 
prayers@congucc.org by end of 
day on Saturday, or in-person 
after that time. 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are 
Tuesday, through Thursday from 
10am to 3pm, onsite on 
Wednesdays. 
 
 
PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS are 
Tuesday, through Friday, and 
Sunday. Pastor’s days off are 
Monday and Saturday. Please 
arrange for an appointment in 
advance on Wednesday, 
Thursday or Sunday. 
 
 



  

God 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                Luke 15:1-10 
    
  
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                                                                               Hymnal, No. 303 
 

In this time of quiet reverence, God fill us now with everlasting peace. 
And may each and every day we live bring true faith and your abiding love. 

 
 

MESSAGE                      “Resentment Is Like a Hot Coal”                        The Reverend Gregory Sabetta 
 
 

NINETY SECONDS OF SILENT MEDITATION 
 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING                                          
 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION         I Want to Walk          Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934), arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

❖ DOXOLOGY                       For Each Day of Life We Thank You                           Hymnal No. 605, v.1 
 

For each day of life we thank you, God, the giver of all days; 
And with hearts filled with thanksgiving, we would serve you, now, always. 

 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS | PASTORAL PRAYER | PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR                                                     
 
 
MOMENTS FOR STEWARDSHIP 
 
 

We Are Sent Forth into the World 
❖ HYMNAL No. 494                                                                                   They’ll Know We Are Christians 
 

 

❖ BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE                                                                                    Hymnal No. 316 
 
                                                                                                 

 WORSHIP IS OVER; SERVICE NOW BEGINS  

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

   

 

NEWS OF OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 
 

 
 

Join us to today for a cookout as we celebrate 
our ministry to one another and the community. 

Everyone is invited—there’ll be plenty to go around! 
 
 

 
Neighborhood Food Drive on Sunday, Sep 25, 1-4pm. Commonly needed items are canned foods (tuna, 
chicken, vegetables, beans, fruit, chili, soup), peanut butter/jelly, pasta/sauce, rice. 
 
 

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, Sep 25 following Worship 

We will discuss financial challenges and leadership opportunities 
in preparation for the upcoming fiscal year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


	THE BIBLICAL WORD FOR THIS DAY
	We Gather in Praise and Thanksgiving
	Message                      “Resentment Is Like a Hot Coal”                        The Reverend Gregory Sabetta
	Ninety Seconds of Silent Meditation
	( HYMNAL No. 494                                                                                   They’ll Know We Are Christians
	( benediction AND RESPONSE                                                                                    Hymnal No. 316
	News of our Mission and Ministry

