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A Pastor’s Point of View 

Dear Church Family, 

My grandpa had a friend who, in the back woods of his property, had built a two-footer train track, com-
plete with train engine, passenger cars, and literally all of the bells and whistles. One of our      favorite 
pastimes was to go for a ride with him on the “Alvada Two-footer,” especially in the time of year when 
summer began to wind down, and the colors were just starting to change on the trees. When my girls 
would get to take a ride, he would always invite one of them to come and sit with him in the engine car 
and blow the train whistle.  

I specifically remember one time around this time of year when we were riding through the woods, sur-
rounded by the blooming yellow goldenrod, and in the middle of the ride he stopped the train and turned 
off the engine so it was quiet. He turned around and looked at us and recited this poem from memory: 

A haze on the far horizon, 

The infinite, tender sky, 

The ripe, rich tint of the cornfields, 

And the wild geese sailing high; 

And all over upland and lowland 

The charm of the goldenrod — 

Some of us call it Autumn, 

And others call it God. 

 

To this day, I cannot see the goldenrod 
begin to bloom and not think about my grandpa, or the beauty of God’s creation that is so evident in this 
time of year, as the colors begin to turn. May you be able to see the simple and unmistakable beauty of 
God as we welcome the change of the seasons. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan 



 

M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus who 

 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   

Reaching and nurturing those 
who don’t know Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Classes for Children Begin 

September 12, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

And for those parents who find         
themselves with a free hour, you are    

invited to join Pastor Dan and Holly for 
“Coffee Talk Sundays” at 10 am at         

We Serve Coffee.                               
Starting Sunday, September 19th. 

Drop off your kids for Sunday School at 
the church, then come join us! Coffee 

and pastries will be available for          
purchase. We’ll spend time in fellowship 
and conversation, getting to know one 

another and diving just a little deeper in-
to our faith. Hope to see you there!  

 

  PS: You should probably put it on your 
          calendar right now. 

St. Marks United Methodist Church is 

looking for a piano accompanist        

for the Chancel choir. You would be 

responsible for the Thursday night  

rehearsal from 7-8:30 and the Sunday 

morning service from 8:30 -10:00. 

Our season is from September to June 

1 with your starting date being          

September 16th. 

We are looking for someone with a 

high skill level in sight reading, part 

playing and an ability to play              

a variety of styles. 

The compensation is $50.00 for       

rehearsal and $50.00 for Sunday     

service. 

If you are interested, 

please contact the 

church office at     

419-422-4236 and 

an audition will be 

set up. 



St Marks UMC 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, September 23 
11:00 am—5:00 PM 

The DOCK 
 

Schedule An  
Appointment Today. 

Redcrossblood.org                                                                

1- 800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

Or put the app on your phone. 

BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 

  Is Back and Meeting In Person! 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of 
age.  To get on the email list for the group, email Bruce Beck 

at Brucevonbeck@gmail.com. 

Meeting Time and Location 

 8:00 a.m.  We Serve Coffee  1st & 3rd Saturday of every month 

 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s UMW has collected Box Tops for Education 
for many years.  Each logo clipped from a food or  

non-food eligible product is worth cash for a  
participating school. St. Mark’s UMW donates to  

Red Bird Mission School in Beverly, Kentucky.  
 

The new Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art  
technology to scan your store receipt, find participating 

products and instantly add Box Tops to your school's 
earnings online.  

The mobile app is available through Google Play or the 
App Store. Once installed, you can choose Red Bird 

Christian School as the earnings  
recipient. Then after you shop, tap the scan button to 

snap a photo of your receipt within 14 days of           
purchase. 

Chopin Hall Donations 
We are able to leverage every     dollar 

donated into many pounds of food. 
In 2016, the food/milk vouchers we 

handed out had a retail value of 
$786,000 and cost us only $68,000.   

(This dollar amount does not include the 
cost of food transportation or 

the purchase of other items we provide 
such as diapers, personal care items, 

laundry detergent, etc.)  

   
A monetary donation to CHOPIN Hall    
is worth much more than only its face 

value. 

 



 

Birthdays in September 

Jenna Kramb—Sept 1st 

Betty Miles—Sept 2nd 

David Miles—Sept 2nd 

Emily Teague—Sept 2nd 

Barbara Core—Sept 2nd 

George A. Gilts—Sept 3rd 

Cliff Hite—Sept 4th 

Roger Powell—Sept 5th 

Barbara Wagner—Sept 7th 

James Miles—Sept 8th 

Marlene Yoxtheimer                  

  —Sept 9th 

Dave Bugay—Sept 10th 

Erik Aisel—Sept 11th 

Maddie Shiparski—Sept 11 

Emilia Metzger—Sept 11th 

Linda Winkelman—Sept12th 

Tom Long—Sept 12th 

Lois Ann Powell—Sept 13th 

Judy Richter—Sept 14th 

Kathryn Kelly—Sept 16th 

Dave Cusac—Sept 17th 

Kaitlyn Watkins—Sept 17th 

Kathleen Crates—Sept 17th 

Carl Patterson—Sept 19th 

Cody Stahl—Sept 19th 

Jim Shrader—Sept 20th 

C.J. Miller—Sept 20th 

Linda Barringer—Sept 21st 

Ashley Greer—Sept 22 

Jodi Bollenbacher—Sept 22 

Dave Charles—Sept 25th 

 

United Methodist Women 

There will be a combined meeting at 10:00 a.m.                                                          

on Saturday, October 2 in the DOCK. 

BRUNCH will be served followed by a Q & A Session concerning                  

UMW’s Future Path. Members are encouraged to contact Diane Hite         

with Comments and Questions of how we can best                                                   

fulfil the United Methodist Women's Purpose.  

  

Diane Hite      

419-957-0832                                        

dihite@woh.rr.com 

  

Always Seeking New Members 



The St. Mark’s Library 

Just a reminder that St Mark’s has a lending li-

brary in the parlor. There are books for adults 

and children. I noticed that we have several 

DVDs of “Veggie Tales”.  Those were my daugh-

ter’s favorites when they were small. I loved the 

videos for their messages of kindness,              

forgiveness, self-worth and trusting God, just to 

name a few.  There are also several books of Bi-

ble Stories that you might enjoy reading to your 

children or grandchildren. 

There is a sign-out sheet located                       

next to the door.  

Spark Kids is BACK! 

Make room on your Family         

calendar for an evening of Fun,     

a Bible Lesson and Craft for your 

school-age children. (And their 

friends are welcome too!)     

Come as often as you can. 

Coming up next month... 



YOUTH GROUP IS BACK &                                                            
KICK OFF WITH A  SPECIAL EVENT 

Just $30 per participant (plus meal $) 

We’ll leave from the St. Marks parking lot at 12:30 pm  

and paintball until we run out of paint. 

REGISTRATION & PAYMENT DEADLINE is 9/15/21. 

Your registration is not complete without payment. 

Ages 12 and up. 

Payments can be made to: PayPal or St. Marks UMC with 

“Paintball and Participant’s Name” in the memo. 

Mail or drop off to: St. Marks UMC,                                               
800 S Main St, Findlay  OH  45840 

To all of our team members 

and retreatants that aren’t  

going off to college soon,   

we hope to see you August 

21st for our SLK lock-in!! 

Keep an eye out for more  

information! 



I found this picture hidden in the archive room. It’s a framed picture about 48” X 12” long of 

The United Brethren Sunday School May 27, 1915. It was so long that just one page couldn’t 

do it justice, so I made it a 2 page spread. 

I also took pictures of these three portraits which are      

located at the back of the Sanctuary in the hallway going 

to the old  elevator. 

Fun facts about John Wesley, the Founder of Methodism: 

 He wrote one of the all-time bestselling medical texts 

Primative Physick. The book detailed the most current 

knowledge about home remedies and had 32 revisions, 

making it one of the most widely read books in England. 

 He coined the phrase “agree to disagree”. Now there’s a 

polite and genial way to end a political conversation. 

 He rode far enough on horseback to have circled the 

Earth 10 times! 

 He counseled people to “eat a little less than you desire.” 

 Methodism grew from 4 to 132,000 members in         

Wesley’s lifetime.  

Tina’s Treasures 



You can see the Church Members were positioned in front of their church: The First Evangelical 

United Brethren Church. It used to be located  behind today’s Wilson’s Sandwich Shop on  W.    

Hardin Street.  Many of those houses are gone now, but if you look at the house next to the church 

in this photo, I recognize the awning of the Journey’s Salon and Day Spa.  

 

drummer boy  during the American Revolution. The poor man went 

through a religious crisis when several of his 6 (or 9) children died 

from dysentery and so he converted from being Lutheran to Method-

ism. He became licensed to preach by the Methodist Church, but was 

not permitted to preach in German. (What?) And he felt that he was 

called by God to take the message of Methodism to the German-

speaking people. So, he created The Evangelical Church.                          

 Ah-ha! It makes sense why all three of these churches eventual-

ly merged together.   Same message, just different languages. 

The portrait to the left is Philip William Otterbein. He was the founder of 

the Church of the United  Brethren in Christ. He and his Church ministered 

to German speakers at the same the Methodist movement was growing 

among English speakers. A fun fact about William, as he preferred to be 

called, he had five brothers, who all became pastors, and one sister, who 

married a pastor.  

The portrait below is of Jacob Albright. He is the founder of The Evangelical 

Church. Fun facts about Jacob. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1759 to   

German immigrant parents, and he was a  



It was a sweltering hot 90       

degrees on Sunday, August 22nd 

but St. Marks was the           

coolest place in town!                          

Families driving by were forced 

to slow down so their children 

could look at the giant             

inflatables. Then, the parents 

just had to pull into our parking 

lot when they saw Kelli Bibler 

out waving her sign               

“Free Event”. 

People in the neighborhood were 

pulled in by the lively music provided 

by our very own James Adkins and 

The Jam Signals. 

Who doesn’t love some Beach Boys 

and Beatles tunes? 

Even Tommy the Trojan stopped by when he saw the 

Kona Shaved Ice Truck in our drive. 

“One snow cone with Birthday Cake syrup, please.” 

Five inflatables barely fit on our lawn! 

The owner/operator of the 

Kona Ice truck was throwing       

snowballs at the kids and 

because it was 90 degrees 

those kids begged for more.

   



Coming Up Next… Movies in the Park! 

Join us for a Free Family Friendly Movie 

at Mound Park  

on September 10th at 8:30 p.m. 

 

BRING YOUR OWN BLANKETS & CHAIRS                               

FOR FAMILY STYLE SOCIAL DISTANCING. 

Moms, dads, grandmas and grandpas sat in the shade 

and listened to The Jam Signal  while St. Marks              

Volunteers made sure the children played safely on the          

inflatables and the Giant Games.  St. Mark’s Teen         

Volunteers offered Face Painting. There was also a raffle 

for some incredible Family Fun gift baskets. 

Here Evie gets her face painted by 

Trinity. And check out her work on 

those handsome DeWitt boys. 

New members Erik and Tina Aisel served up popcorn   

and ice cold water bottles to a grateful crowd.                

The water was donated to the Back to School Bash by the 

Builders & Founders and Philos & Covenant                  

Sunday School Classes. (Thank you so much for taking 

the time to drop them off at the church office.) 

At the end of the event over 200 snow cones were     

consumed. That is a pretty good indication of how many 

people were joyfully served by the                                     

St. Marks Family. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

The GriefShare program at St. Marks       
continues to meet every week on         

Wednesdays until November 17th. There 
are two meeting times: 10:00 A.M. with 

same material repeated at 6:30 P.M. It is a 
13 week class, but it is absolutely ok to join 
the class at anytime. If you know someone 

who has lost a friend or loved one, and 
needs some help coping, please have them 

call the church for more information. 

(419) 422-4236 

Memorials 

In Honor Of 

Susan Yoxtheimer 

From 

Don & Marlene Yoxtheimer 

Harry & DeeAnn Yoxtheimer 

And  

The Hancock Federal Credit Union 

On Behalf of Jill Mason 

  

Memorials  

In Honor Of 

Kevin Cramer 

From Judy Whetstone  

And 

Linda Whetstone 

Worship 
Schedule 

 
Sermon Series 

Knowing God:  

What is God like? 

 

September 12 

The Parent 

1 John 3:1 

Pastor Dan 

 

Sermon Series 

Knowing God:  

How Does God Act? 

 

September 19 

The Problem of Suffering 

Matthew 27:38-46 

Pastor Dan 

 

September 26 

The Problem of Hell 

Luke 16:24-31 

Pastor Dan 

 

October 3 

The Problem of Faith 

Pastor Dan 



Great Job St. Marks Congregation!!!! 

Thanks to your donations the Loan for 

the New Addition and Elevator was                 

Paid Off                                                                    

on September 8th.  

We are so fortunate to have                         

Linda Whetstone as our Treasurer.                   

Her devotion to the long-term financial    

success of our church has saved us 

$20,000 in interest on that loan. 

 

Did You Know… 

St. Marks has a Prayer Team (or Prayer Chain if you prefer.) Every Sunday prayer requests are        

collected from the Connect Cards, online, and from phone calls to the church. Some requests are 

personal, those are given to just Pastor Dan. Most requests are for the staff and members of the 

Prayer Team. An email goes out to the members every week. (No more phone chain.)                         

If you would be interested in joining the Prayer Team it is as easy as a phone call or                               

email to the church office. (419) 422-4236 or taisel@stmarksfindlay.com 

 

The Family that Prays together Stays Together. 

                                                                     - Father Patrick Peyton 

 



 

If you haven’t already signed up, please do so as soon as possible by following the steps below. Every $1 you 

spend helps St. Marks United Methodist.  Only 40 Households Currently Participating! 

To participate is very easy.  Visit http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  Log into your Kroger account. If 

you do not have an online Kroger account, you will need to create an account which requires some basic infor-

mation, a valid email address, a password and a Kroger Rewards Card.  Once you have created your online Krog-

er account, you can now enroll in the Community Rewards Program. 

Now, click on The View Details box under I’m a Customer.  In the Find an Organization Box, enter our NPO num-

ber RE893.  On the right side of the screen, Click on View by Type and Choose Faith Based.  When ST. MARKS 

UNITED METHODIST appears click on Enroll.  Once you click on Enroll, it will show you have successfully enrolled 

in Community Rewards for St. Marks United Methodist Church. 

When you make a purchase at any Kroger store and use your Kroger Rewards Card, a percentage of your pur-

chases will be sent to St. Marks.  The only cost to you is a little time to get registered.   

FINANCIAL “UPBEATS”  
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
KROGER REWARDS 

Since the start of the Kroger Rewards Program,  
St. Marks UMC has received checks from this  
program totaling $1,912.42.  We are averaging 
$170 each quarter since we started participating 
in the Kroger Rewards Program.  Please consider 
signing up for the Kroger Rewards Program       
because it provides FREE FINANCIAL SUPPORT to 
St. Marks UMC. If you have questions on how to 
sign-up for this program, feel free to contact Lin-
da Whetstone, Church Treasurer, at the Church 
office at 419-422-4236. 
 

UMCOR-HAITI DISASTER RELIEF SUPPORT 
St. Marks UMC was able to send $425 to the 
West Ohio Conference for UMCOR.  These dona-
tions were received at both Sunday Worship Ser-
vices on 8/22/21.  Thank you for your support for 
the people of Haiti. 

St. Marks United Methodist is a Member of the Kroger Community Rewards Program.   

It’s Not Too Late to Enroll! 

!!St. Marks UMC Has Received $1,912.42 To Date!! 

The following information came from the                            
   UMCOR website. 

August 20, 2021  

The United Methodist Committee on Re-

lief’s response to the 7.2 magnitude earth-

quake that rocked Haiti on August 14 is un-

derway. Several hospitals have been dam-

aged or destroyed. Those still open are 

completely overwhelmed, lacking sufficient 

personnel and medical supplies. UMCOR 

has already awarded grants to provide ur-

gently needed medical supplies. These 

grants will enable the procurement of 

bandages, gauze, IV fluids, antibiotics, 

and, given the continuing coronavirus pan-

demic,  Personal  Protection Equipment. 

Access to the impacted areas is limited due 

to extensive damage and, sadly, gang vio-

lence, but the Haitian government and high

-ranking United Nations officials have ne-

gotiated humanitarian access for relief 

convoys. 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com


                                        ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

                                        2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 8/31/2021   

     

 1.                  2021 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2021 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES    

    

  Year To Date  

  8/31/2021  

 Actual General Giving Received through 8/31/2021 $291,859   

 2020 IRS 941 COVID-19 Tax Relief Reimbursements $56,344   

 Actual General Expenses Paid through 8/31/2021 ($311,036)  

   Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 8/31/2021 $37,167   

 Unpaid Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 8/31/2021 (2 mo. X $1,359)* ($2,718)  

   YTD Actual General Giving More than Actual General Expenses Paid through 8/31/2021 $34,449   

     

 Total 2021 General Operating Budget is $516,600.  $9,935 is needed weekly to cover operating expenses.  

 
The average weekly General giving through 8/31/2021 was $8,339.  This was short by $1,596 
as of 8/31/2021.   

    

 
*  Total 2021 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $16,300.  We have 
paid $12,975, so our unpaid balance to the West Ohio Conference as of 8/31/2021 is $3,325.   

    

 2.                  2021 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2021 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS    

    

  Year To Date  

  8/31/2021  

 Actual Mission Giving Received through 8/31/2021 $29,013   

 Mission Giving Required for 2021 Mission Budget Needs through 8/31/2021 $18,830   

   YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2021 Mission Budget Needs $10,183   

    

 
Total 2021 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per quar-
ter.   

 Payments: Q1 $6,825, Q2 $11,900;  2021 Year to Date Payments $18,725   

    

 

3.  ELEVATOR LOAN BALANCE AS OF 09/08/2021 IS $0.00.  GREAT JOB ST. 
MARKS CONGREGATION!!!! WE DID IT.  OUR LOAN BALANCE AT PREMIER 
BANK WAS PAID OFF ON 9/8/2021.  

    


