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Dear Church Family, 

 

Jesus loved to tell stories, especially when it came to explaining what the       

Kingdom of Heaven was like. All other descriptions were bound to fail, so         

He told stories. He said that God’s kingdom was like someone who was lost 

but then found. He said it was like a tiny seed that grew into a large tree. 

But one of my favorite stories is about a land-owner who hired some     

workers to work in his field for a day. 

 

The landowner went out around 9 o’clock in the morning looking for         

laborers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them about fifty dollars for a  

full day of work, and they agreed. Then he went back out around noon,  and 

at three, and at five o’clock. At the end of the day, he gathered all of the 

workers together and gave each one of them fifty dollars regardless of when 

they started.  

 

When the workers who started in the morning saw that the others             

received the same amount, they started grumbling. I get it. I think I would, 

too. But I love the story because it reminds us that grace doesn’t keep track 

of when you punch the clock. It’s ironic that it doesn’t bother people who 

know how much they need grace to see it given without   hesitation. It only 

upsets people who think they need to earn grace with their hard work. 

 

Grace doesn’t work if we’re concerned about getting our fair share.      

God’s grace is infinite and unending. It’s never in short supply. Instead of       

grumbling about someone else getting a little grace, celebrate with them.  

And be thankful, too, that God gives 

you just as much grace as you need.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Dan 

 

 

A Pastor’s Point of View 



M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus who 

 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   

Reaching and nurturing those 
who don’t know Jesus. 

St Marks Members, you are all invited…. 

Every fall as United Methodist congregations, we are called to care for our ad-ministry details at charge/
church conferences. This is a time to celebrate how we have persevered through the past year and 
dream for the year ahead and a time to remember those who are no longer among us. This is also a time 
to care for leadership, pastoral compensation and legal concerns.  

This year the Charge/church conference for St Marks UMC is going to be held at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 31, 2021 at St Pauls UMC, 218 E Sandusky St, Findlay. Your attendance at this annual business 
meeting for our church would be most welcomed. 

Below is the agenda for the meeting. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Gifts  

In memory of 

Trent Litton 

Were given by 

The Builders and Founders                 

Sunday School Class 

And  

Judy Whetstone 

Thank Heaven for… 

Tim Babcock!  

Tim has been a                 
life-long member of       

St Marks UMC and has 
served in many         

different roles: as a        
trustee, a liturgist,                    

and as a faithful lawn 
mower keeping our 

grounds looking           
beautiful.                       

We are so thankful for 
you, Tim! 



United Methodist Women 

Ruth Circle will meet on Monday, November 1, 2021 

at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Lydia Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

at 10:00 a.m. in the New Conference Room. 

Interested in joining us? Call the Church office. 

The following article was submitted by Joan Patterson. She got her information from Response Magazine—

the magazine of women in mission, Jan/Feb 2021 

Our New National Board President for U.M.W. 

 Ainise Isama’u grew up a child of a pastor. Her faith journey has taken many paths   

including finding her husband Henry Webb Isama’u and having her beautiful daughter.  She 

has studied computer information systems, worked as an academic advisor and plans to 

graduate with a Master of Divinity degree soon. She is involved in many faith groups of 

UMW and mentors young adult leaders called into ministry. She believes United Methodist 

Women is an organization with a phenomenal foundation and has members full of           

dedication, passion and love. She admits to thinking she might not want to be in UMW       

because she thought it was only older women, and she wasn’t interested in just meeting 

and sewing. She soon found women of all ages with bold and courageous loving hearts.    

She believes God calls us to stand strong in motivated ideas and actions in mission for   

women, children and youth in the 

“world”. We (United Methodist Wom-

en) need to speak up, show up and be 

a part of God’s work in the transfor-

mation of the world. 

 Ainise is a part of California-

Pacific Limitless’ team mentors for 

young women. She is excited to bring 

her passion for women’s ministry and 

her life skills to the national level. 

“We learn more about God’s love the 

more we work together.” 



UMW 

AUTUMN 

BAKE 

SALE 

Pies & Buckeyes 
Sunday, Nov. 7th 

Between Services 

Proceeds from this event are used by the St Marks                                

United Methodist Women to fund a multitude of local, state, and  

international missions. Thank you for your on-going support. 

St Marks Live Nativity 
We are looking for some help with our live nativity held on                     
Saturday December 4 from 6-8pm! If you are interested in participating, 
please contact Pastor Dan at  dmetzger@stmarksfindlay.org 

Calling all former Girl Scouts, 
Campfire Girls, 4-H Members 
and any other woman who 
is looking for a way to do her 
part to make our world a 
better place. Join the United 
Methodist Women. It isn’t a 
big commitment of time, 
unless you want it to be, and 
the behind-the-scenes work 
we do supports: 

 UMCOR 

 Chopin Hall 

 Mission Possible 

 Leprosy Project 

 Heifer Internationsl 

 City Mission 

 Open Arms 

 The Salvation Army 

 Hancock Christian  
Clearing House 

You can help us make a    
difference for women,      
children and families around 
the world. Call the Church 
office for more information. 

mailto:dmetzger@stmarksfindlay.org


St Marks 2021 Christmas Giving Project 

 

!! Best Christmas Ever !! 
 

 

The vision of Best Christmas Ever (BCE) began with a single dad battling Ulcerative 
Colitis (UC) in 2010. It was Christmas Eve, and he was looking at an empty Christmas 
tree with that sinking feeling on how he was going to tell his young son in the morn-
ing that Santa Claus wasn’t coming this year.  

 

Later that night, he heard a knock at the door, he answered to see his mother and 
some other relatives with 2 huge bags full of gifts! 

 

This surprise took him aback, but also blew him away as he felt the power of the 
generosity of others!  What would have likely been their worst Christmas ever, was 
instead the Best Christmas Ever! 

 

God planted a seed that night to pay it forward.  Don and his lifelong friend Jason  
rallied a small group of friends together to give a surprise BCE to a local family, just 
as he had received! Ever since then, the number of families who have received a BCE 
has continued to grow throughout the United States, Canada, and Costa Rica! 

 

Today, Best Christmas Ever serves families who have fallen upon tough times, 
through no fault of their own. BCE partners with local leaders and businesses to 
bless each BCE family with a custom & unique Best Christmas Ever, tailored to the 
family situation. BCE provides continual support to families following their BCE, with 
a proven framework for local leaders to create and experience the results of         
unreasonable generosity and generational impact.   

 

This year, St Marks will be combining forces with Best Christmas Ever to show    
radical generosity to a family in our community. Our goal is to raise $5000. You can 
get this project started by making a check out to St Marks UMC and put “Best Christ-
mas Ever” in the memo line. We are excited to see what God is about to do! 

 

To read more about the nonprofit Best Christmas Ever, volunteer for their mission or 
nominate a family you might know visit https://www.bcemovement.org 



Calling all singers.   

The Chancel Choir is looking for people to 

join our group. The choir is open to anyone 

with a love of praising God through          

music.  If you feel this is the place for you, 

come join us. Our rehearsals are held on              

Thursday nights from 7:00 to 8:30 in the 

church basement. 

We also have an open invitation for those 

who would like to sing                                          

with us for the holiday season. 

Questions?  Feel free to contact                  

Kathy Newell  at 419-306-7909. 

We have been blessed recently with several new 

smiling faces in our Sunday Services. Pastor Dan 

would like to have a Discover St Marks Class to 

teach  these new potential members about our 

Church. If you are interested in attending this 

class or know someone who might be interested, 

please send Pastor Dan an email with contact   

information so that he can figure out what would 

be the best time to meet. (In the past, it was 3 

Sundays during the 10 –11 am SS class time.) 

dmetzger@stmarksfindlay.org 



The Family Ministry Team is a planning 

another Trunk—Or—Treat”! 

This will be a “drive-thru our parking lot” 

event on Saturday, October 30th. 

Volunteers are needed to join in the 

Family Fun! You could decorate your car, 

SUV or Truck and help to pass out the 

candy. Does anyone here tailgate? Bring 

over your OSU or Trojan decorated      

vehicle. Maybe invite a grandma or 

grandpa to help so they can safely enjoy 

seeing the kids, or have your kids pass 

out the candy for a change.  

Candy Donations are Needed Too! 

Sunday School for all children is 10:00 am 

on the second floor of the Church. 

Back Stage Kids are invited back for a      

Sunday School Class during worship at       

The Gathering—Sundays 11:15 am  

Spark Kids—Grades K-5, Meet on the 1st & 

3rd Wednesdays of the month, 6:30—8:00 

pm. Spark Kids start in the DOCK for a big 

game then move to the 2nd floor classroom 

in the Church for a craft and Bible Story. 

Your children are welcome to bring a friend.  

Mark your calendars for the upcoming    

winter months when your kids need to get 

out of the house. (And you need to run an 

errand without them.) 

All Middle and High School Students are welcome to 

Youth Group on Sundays 3:30—5:00 pm. Fun outings, 

Mission Trips and Friendships. The group currently has 

18 members and would welcome new members. 

St Marks Kids      

are learning to be  

Giving Christians by 

running a          

campaign to collect 

warm socks for our 

local shelters.  

You should ask 

them about it. 

 



St Marks UMC 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, December 2, 2021 
11:00 am—5:00 PM 

The DOCK 
 

Schedule An  
Appointment Today. 

Redcrossblood.org or 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 

  Is Back and Meeting In Person! 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of 
age.  To get on the email list for the group, email Bruce Beck 

at Brucevonbeck@gmail.com. 

Meeting Time and Location 

 8:00 a.m.  We Serve Coffee  1st & 3rd Saturday of every month 

 
Chopin Hall Donations 

We are able to leverage every     
dollar donated into many             

pounds of food. 
In 2016, the food/milk vouchers we 

handed out had a retail value of 
$786,000 and cost us only $68,000.  

(This dollar amount does not in-
clude the cost of food transporta-

tion or the purchase of other 
items we provide such as diapers, 

personal care items, laundry        
detergent, etc.)  

   
A monetary donation to CHOPIN 

Hall is worth much more than only 
its face value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Classes for Children Begin 

September 12, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

And for those parents who find         
themselves with a free hour, you are    in-

vited to join Pastor Dan and Holly for 
“Coffee Talk Sundays” at 10 am at         

We Serve Coffee.                               
Starting Sunday, September 19th. 

Drop off your kids for Sunday School at 
the church, then come join us! Coffee and 

pastries will be available for purchase. 
We’ll spend time in fellowship and con-
versation, getting to know one another 
and diving just a little deeper into our 

faith. Hope to see you there!  



St Marks recently got an email from  

Jim Gilts. 

Jim was taking a trip down Memory Lane and he decided to reach out on the internet to 

see if he could find a picture of The First EUB Church in Findlay. I sent him a picture of the 

Church and this was his reply: 

Tina, 
  
Thank you so much for sending me a photo of the church.  I had forgotten how tall the bell tower 
was.  I'm glad I could remember it being on Cory St.  The reason I was inquiring about the building is just 
my trying to remember it in my old age.  I had written to the Hancock County History Center and inquired 
about the building but they said they had no information about the former EUB Church. 
  
My parents were long time members of the church and I spent the first few years of my life in that build-
ing.  I believe I had Confirmation classes in that building and was confirmed in the present St. Mark's 
building.  I remember the groundbreaking of the present building.  My father, George E. Gilts, was active 
in the EUB Men and United Methodist Men's groups and he was often a delegate to annual conference 
which was held at Camp St. Mary's.  He was also a delegate to the Uniting Conference in Dallas when the 
EUB and Methodist churches became the United Methodist Church.  I was active in the life of the church 
as a youth through the Chancel Choir and orchestra as well as the youth group.  After graduating from 
Findlay Sr. High School in 1959, then went to Otterbein University where I earned a Bachelor of Arts  
degree and then went to the Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville where I earned the Master of Church 
Music Degree.  After graduating from seminary I served United Methodist churches as a Minister of    
Music and Diaconal Minister of Music in churches in Indiana, Kentucky, Georgia, Oklahoma and Florida 
from 1966 until 1995.  Last October I retired from Walt Disney World after 25 years there.  My wife and I 
are now members of the Church of St. Luke Episcopal in Orlando where I have been singing in the choir 
since 1995.  (Sorry for rambling). 
  
Give my greetings to anyone in St. Mark's who might remember my family and me and bless you in your 
continuing ministry in Findlay. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jim Gilts 
 
Of course I sent Jim a copy of the St. Marks July 2021 Newsletter. I was especially tickled to see him in 
this picture from Sunday, February 19, 1950. A special day that he still remembers. 



 

Birthdays in October 

Myra Pickering—Oct 1 

Marilyn Deter—Oct 2 

Shawn Spencer—Oct 3 

Roger Core—Oct 7 

Peyton Fulk—Oct 7 

Sharon Fisher—Oct 9 

Wanda Smith—Oct 9 

Anita Lanning—Oct 13 

Aaron Long—Oct 13 

Courtney Heitkamp—Oct 15 

Jill McLaughlin—Oct 17 

Jean Holmes—Oct 18 

Jackie Dillinger—Oct 20 

Emma Miller—Oct 22 

Katy Miller—Oct 22 

Marilyn Woodruff—Oct 23 

Kristen Bretz—Oct 23 

Sue Foltz—Oct 25 

Adelyn Metzger—Oct 26 

Bill Lanning—Oct 29 

Ethan Doe—Oct 29 

Keith Cramer—Oct 30 

Rodney Smith—Oct 31 

Steve Huffman—Oct 31 

 

Support a Good Cause  

AND 

Get Yourself Some BBQ 

Welcome to a New Life is having a fundraiser at City Barbeque in Findlay 
on November 4th! Order online or head on over to show your support and 
enjoy some BBQ - we’ll get 20% of sales from everyone who shares this 
post or uses our fundraiser code when they order at https://
order.citybbq.com/menu/findlay or in the City BBQ app! 

  

Use code FundA at checkout. 

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZqqeEPkI9XKN4RhtjO3tStUT88kGsy-2FQLU6Me6K8H-2Fcg4vCnON-2FMCHiYkOjwlVfMmcc98KCWEzL4qLm9QfffaDXWSfPMOQOUNBERX-2Fl4NpOmyNwrKeK7VuO31jcG4yd2gLc5WD0hCBVt97vMQTwlvIuttV4T-2FXLS2pMBO999dWiynipLISRl6lyN-
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZqqeEPkI9XKN4RhtjO3tStUT88kGsy-2FQLU6Me6K8H-2Fcg4vCnON-2FMCHiYkOjwlVfMmcc98KCWEzL4qLm9QfffaDXWSfPMOQOUNBERX-2Fl4NpOmyNwrKeK7VuO31jcG4yd2gLc5WD0hCBVt97vMQTwlvIuttV4T-2FXLS2pMBO999dWiynipLISRl6lyN-


                                        ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

                                        2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 9/30/2021   

     

 1.                  2021 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2021 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES    

    

  Year To Date  

  9/30/2021  

 Actual General Giving Received through 9/30/2021 $326,291   

 2020 & 2021 IRS 941 COVID-19 Tax Relief Reimbursements $81,241   

 Actual General Expenses Paid through 9/30/2021 ($349,327)  

   Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 9/30/2021 $58,205   

 
Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 9/30/2021. Paid $22,175 as of 
9/30/2021 $0   

   YTD Actual General Giving More than Actual General Expenses Paid through 9/30/2021 $58,205   

     

 Total 2021 General Operating Budget is $516,600.  $9,935 is needed weekly to cover operating expenses.  

 
The average weekly General giving through 9/30/2021 was $8,366.  This was short by $1,569 
as of 9/30/2021.   

    

 

*  Total 2021 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $16,300.  To date we have paid 
$22,175, so our unpaid balance to the West Ohio Conference is $0.  Note:  Any further West Ohio Confer-
ence Apportionment payments in 2021 will be above & beyond what was budgeted this year.  

    

 2.                  2021 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2021 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS    

    

  Year To Date  

  9/30/2021  

 Actual Mission Giving Received through 9/30/2021 $32,399   

 Mission Giving Required for 2021 Mission Budget Needs through 9/30/2021 $20,982   

   YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2021 Mission Budget Needs $11,417   

    

 
Total 2021 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per quar-
ter.   

 Payments: Q1 $6,825, Q2 $11,900, Q3 $12,200;  2021 Year to Date Payments $30,925.   

    

 
3.  ELEVATOR LOAN BALANCE AS OF 09/30/2021 IS $0.00.  GREAT JOB ST. MARKS CONGREGATION!!!! 
WE DID IT.  OUR LOAN BALANCE AT PREMIER BANK WAS PAID OFF ON 9/7/2021.  
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St. Marks United Methodist Church 

Phone: 419-422-4236    

stmarksfindlay.org 

Church office hours: Mon—Thurs,  9am—3pm 

Ministers – All at St. Marks who follow Jesus 

Dan Metzger, Senior Pastor 

Dave Charles, Associate Pastor 

James Adkins, Director of Contemporary Worship 

Curynn DeWitt, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 

Kathy Newell, Choir Director 

http://www.stmarksfindlay.com/

