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Dear Church Family,  
 
We all struggle with spiritual discouragement and lethargy.  Some days our circumstances 
threaten to overwhelm us, and we struggle just to pray.  Many times we just don’t feel like do-
ing the things we know we should.  For one reason or another, God sometimes seems far off and 
unreachable. 
 
David faced times like these in his life.  The Psalms are filled with verses that express his despair 
and feeling of abandonment. Yet the Psalms also give us the keys to living well during the dark 
periods of life.  Take a look at Psalm 119:89-95: 

 

“Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.  Your faithfulness continues throughout all 
generations; You established the earth, and it stands.  They stand this day according to Your or-
dinances…” 

 
My circumstances or feelings have not changed who God is.  He is the same God today as He 
was when He hung the stars in the sky, led the Israelites through the Red Sea , and fed the five 
thousand. 
 

“For all things are Your servants…”  
 
All things, even the things affecting me right now, are God’s servants.  The circumstances, peo-
ple, and events around me are all under God.  They are His servants, designed to help and bless 
me spiritually. 
 

“If Your law had not been my delight, Then I would have perished in my affliction.  I will never 
forget Your precepts, For by them You have revived me.  I am Yours, save me; For I have sought 
Your precepts.  The wicked wait for me to destroy me; I shall diligently consider Your testimo-
nies.” 
 

Recalling God’s faithfulness and control over everything that touches us gives us strength to 
walk with God even when we feel like giving up in despair.  After all, our feelings and circum-
stances have not changed God.  He is perfectly capable of sustaining us if we will only let 
Him.  We simply need to choose to delight in and diligently consider God’s precepts (His princi-
ples and character) despite how we feel.  Choosing to delight in God might not be easy.  It might 
even involve hard work.  But only God can revive and save our soul from spiritual lethargy. 
 

Next time you feel spiritually drained or inadequate, remember that you have a choice.  You can 
wrap yourself up in excuses and self-pity, or you can choose to draw your strength from an un-
changing God. 
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Dan 

A Pastor’s Point of View 



 

M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus 

who 
 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   

Reaching and nurturing 
those 

who don’t know Jesus. 

Coming soon to you...  

The Great Pastoral Post-Pandemic Check-in! 

This past year has just been too isolating for people who are used to gathering 

together in fellowship. So now that things are beginning to open back up, Pastors 

Dan and Dave have set a goal to have a 30 minute conversation with EVERYONE in 

our entire church family. They want to know how you’ve been and what’s new.  

So, watch your mailbox for a letter from Pastor Dan with all of the details of how 

they’re going to pull this off. 

St. Marks UMC on that surprise snowy day April 21, 2021. 

Isaiah 43:18-19 NRSV 

 

18 Do not remember the former 

things, or consider the things of 

old.  

19 I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it? I will make a way in 

the wilderness and rivers in the 

desert.  



Worship 
Schedule 

 
Sermon Series 
All Things New 

 
May 9 

Doing a New Thing 
Isaiah 43:18-19 
Barry Burns 

 
May 16 

Someone New 
Doug Kendrick 

 
May 23 

A New Life in Christ 
Pastor Dan 

 
May 30 

This is New 

 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 
11:00 am—4:00 PM 

The DOCK 
 

Schedule An  
Appointment Today. 

Redcrossblood.org 

1-800-RED CROSS 

(1-800-733-2767) 

Special Guest 

Sermons  

in May 
 

Sunday, May 9th  

Please welcome the  

Reverend Barry Burns,  

District Superintendent 

 

 

Sunday, May 16 

Please welcome  

Guest Speaker 

Doug Kendrick  

 

United Methodist Women 
 

UMC Executive Committee 
Meeting 

Monday, May 17th* at 7:00 p.m. 
(*Note that this is a change in date.) 

Church Parlor 
 

Lydia Circle 
Wednesday, June 2 at 10:00 a.m. 

Ruth Circle 
Monday, June 7th at 7:00 p.m. 



St. Mark’s United Methodist Church Leadership Minutes 

4/20/2021, 7:00 – 8:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

Attendees:  Laura, Rex, Phil, Anita, Dan, Josh, Drew, Tom, Glenn, Shannon, Kathleen, Holly, Emily 

Opening Prayer: Josh 

Discussion Topics 

Financial Update 

On-track with where we were last year at this time.  Stewardship has improved with higher in-person 
attendance 

Online giving:  We are getting a few more people giving online with the new PayPal account 

Dan to bring the # of people utilizing the PayPal account to the May meeting 

Potential to also setup a Venmo account for online giving 

External Audit – Finance Team will have a schedule for this at the 5/25 meeting 

Hospitality  

Rental Costs—Consider moving to just one rental fee based-upon number of hours 

Drew to consolidate options in rental agreement and work with Hospitality 
to bring final proposal to 5/25 meeting 

Lincoln School – Holly and Curynn made approximately 350 Friendship Bracelets to send with cards to 
the students and staff of Lincoln school as it will be closing at the end of the 
school year.  Thank you, Holly and Curynn!!! 

Sermon Series—       Next Series will be “All Things New” 

Upcoming – “The Bible’s Biggest Losers” 

5 Baptisms are currently scheduled for Pentecost Sunday  

Committee Reports 

Need additional volunteers for the Soundboard in the DOCK, especially with the upcoming 
Summer months and vacations 

VBS is scheduled for the week of 6/14.  We will need volunteers for 6/14 – 6/19 

Looking to open Nursery up again at the back of the Sanctuary.  Emily to discuss with Cu-
rynn to begin reaching-out to volunteers 

Prayer Requests / God Sightings 

Dan – Welcome to a New Life Ministry 

Drew – Starting a new job the second week of May 

Closing Prayer - Dan 

Next Meeting Scheduled for Tuesday, May 25, at 7:00 PM 



Or contact Curynn DeWitt at  cdewitt@stmarksfindlay.org 

 

 
The Youth Group is going on an  
overnight trip to Cedar Point! 

May 22-23!!! 
Join us as all are welcome. Invite your friends! 

$77 for admission, transportation and overnight 
accommodations at Beulah Beach! 

We will be at Cedar Point from open to close on 
May 22. After the park closes we will have a 10 

minute ride to Beulah Beach where we will spend 
the night in the lodge. On the 23rd, we will have 

breakfast at Beulah Beach followed by a little 
worship and then we’ll hit the road for home. We 

should be back in Findlay around noon. 
Middle and High Schoolers will travel in groups of 

at least 4 while at Cedar Point.  
Breakfast is included on Sunday but lunch and 

dinner on Saturday are up to you.  
You can pack food if you would like. We will bring 

coolers. 

 

 

419-957-0861 

Vacation Bible School 

with Olympic Games! 

 

Plan some  

Summertime Fun and  

Fellowship for your  

Children, Grandchildren 

and Their Friends. 

 

Most Activities will be 

outdoors.  

 



 

On the first Pentecost, 3000 people were baptized 
and became a part of the church.  

This May 23, Pentecost Sunday,  

we would love to add to that number!  

If you have never been baptized,  

or if you have a child you would like to have  

baptized, and would like to know more,  

please contact  

Pastor Dan or Pastor Dave! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help and encouragement  
after the death of a spouse, child, 

family member,  
or friend. 

 
Your Journey 

from Mourning to Joy 
 

Classes begin  
This August.  

 
More details  

In July. 
 

Do you enjoy beautiful flowers? 

Have you grown a green thumb? 

Are you proud of our beautiful church? 

Or do you just love Jesus and need  

an opportunity to serve? 

 

Soon flowers will be filling the planters 

around the church parking lot entrance, 

and we really need help watering them 

this summer!  We’ve tried to make it 

easy, there’s an outdoor hose and water-

ing can available! There may also be an 

occasional weed that needs to be pulled. 

If you think you can help water and care 

for our flowers during one or two weeks 

this summer, please respond by email to 

Suzi Richter. srichter@woh.rr.com. 

Weeks to help would run Sunday thru           

Saturday, starting May 30th and going 

thru  September  25.   

 

 

mailto:srichter@woh.rr.com


Water. You use it. I use it. We don't think about it. It's 
just there! But, two years ago, I flew thousands of miles 
to Bartabwa, Kenya and met a mother named Evelyn 
and her son, Nathan. He was small for his age but his 
smile could light up the entire African savannah and he 
was quite the soccer player! His mother shared with me 
that Nathan and his siblings used to walk long distances 
for water. Sometimes more than 9 miles a day. The wa-
ter would make them sick but it is all they had. The walk 
was dangerous and she feared for her children's lives. 
But when you live in poverty, choice is not a luxury you 
have. Our family had a choice. And we made the choice 
to sponsor Nathan through World Vision and because of 
that, he, his siblings and other children in his communi-
ty had access to clean water. I didn't realize until I met 
him, how important and life changing that choice was for Nathan, his family and for 
us! Nathan is healthy, attending school and playing soccer daily with his friends and 
siblings. Water truly is life and I saw that very clearly the day I met Nathan! 

 

Millions of kids around the world are still making that long, hard walk for water every 
single day. On average, a child in the developing world will walk 6 kilometers (3.72 
miles) for water that is contaminated with disease. So, while we all can't fly to Kenya 
together we can make a choice to take action right here where we live. On Saturday, 
May 22 join us for the World Vision Global 6k for Water! There will be an option to 
participate at our host site at Emory Adams Park in Findlay at 8:00 a.m. Or, register 
and do your own walk/run on your own wherever you live! Each registration or dona-
tion of $50 provides clean water for life for a child who is in desperate need of water. 
Register or donate online at www.teamworldvision.org/team/findlay or you can sub-
mit a donation by check to the church office with "World Vision 6k" in the memo line. 

 

 

Findlay Global k for Water 

Team fundraising page for Findlay Global 6k for Water 

www.teamworldvision.org 

It is not too late to sign up for May 22nd 

World Vision Findlay Global 6K for Water 

http://www.teamworldvision.org/team/findlay
http://www.teamworldvision.org/team/findlay
http://www.teamworldvision.org/team/findlay
http://www.teamworldvision.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

A Memorial in Honor of  

Ruth Smith 

From: 

Dan Smith  

and the Family  

of Ruth Smith 

 

The  

lilies 

were 

not 

bloom-

ing this 

year so 

here is 

a photo 

from 

the 

newspa-

per in 

1973. 

A Memorial in Honor of  

Judy Cavins 

From: 

Judy Whetstone 

 

 

 

 

When you’re grocery shopping  

this week, please throw something  

in your cart for the  

City Mission Big Yellow Barrel (BYB). 

 

They have specifically requested   

the following donations: 

Sanctuary BYB: Snacks only 

The DOCK BYB: Broths only 

 

 
Community Meals  

Served 365 Days 

Lunch 

11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Dinner 

4:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. 



ELEVATOR LOAN UPDATE   

We would like to update you on the remaining balance of 

St. Marks UMC Elevator Loan.   

As April 30, 2021, our loan balance is $105, 852.   
Your continued support in contributing to paying  
off our Elevator Loan balance is greatly appreciated.   
Any donations towards the Elevator Loan can be made by 
using your Offering Envelopes.  Please put those  
donations on your Offering Envelope in the box marked 
Church Expansion.   
Your offerings to the Church can be turned  
in at the regular Sunday services offering plate,  
mailed to the Church at St. Marks United Methodist,  
800 South Main St., Findlay, OH 45840,  
or dropped off at the Church to the attention of the  
Church Treasurer,  
Linda Whetstone.   

 
Please Note:  The Church office hours are  
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.   
You can also continue to donate online on  
the St. Marks UMC website.       
                                                       These are historical photos of the construction of the first elevator. 

BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 
 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all 
men  regardless of age.  To get on the 

email list for the group, email Bruce Beck 
at BruceVonBeck@gmail.com 

Bob is currently meeting for food, fun 
and fellowship via ZOOM on the first and  
third Saturday’s of the month.  You can 

join them from the  
comfort of your own couch  

or breakfast table.  
Zoom invitations will be sent to the 

brothers on the list. 

Donations 
A monetary donation to CHOPIN Hall is worth 

much more than only its face value. 
They are able to leverage every dollar                              
donated into many pounds of food. 

In 2016, the food/milk vouchers they handed 
out had a retail value of $786,000 and cost 
us only $68,000.  (This dollar amount does 

not include the cost of food transportation or 
the purchase of other items we provide such 

as diapers, personal care items,                            
laundry detergent, etc.)  

 

Check Donation: Make checks out to CHOPIN 
Hall. Checks can be dropped off or mailed to:  
CHOPIN Hall, 1800 N. Blanchard Street, Suite 125, 
Findlay, OH 45840. 



 One of my projects 

this past winter was organ-

izing the safe storage of the 

many blueprints of the 

church and DOCK in the 

church’s archival room. 

Well, I could not help but 

snoop in the storage  

cabinets and enjoy the  

treasures I uncovered!  

 Here is just a sam-

pling from albums put      

together by former Church 

Historian Carol Ann Beck.  

Tina’s Treasure Hunt 

Hey, even I recognize his name. February 25, 1973 

Did you Know… 

That each year the United Methodist Women prepare for faithful living and action by participating in 

Mission U, a transformative education program that offers study on biblically grounded curricula. These 

curricula are intended to motivate, inform and enrich our commitment to be in ministry for a more just 

and equitable world, locally and globally. 

Using a train-the-trainer model, study leaders attend national training events to prepare to facilitate cur-

ricula at the United Methodist regional (conference) level. Those who attend these conference  

Mission U events are then encouraged to lead the curricula in their district and local groups. 

 

This year’s Mission U classes will take place virtually, in June, July and August. 

2021 Mission U curricula includes: 

• Finding Peace in an Anxious World 

• Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 

• Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the Church’s Moral Witness Through Radical Discipleship 

Registration opens May 1st 

www.westohioumw.org/mission-u 

 



                                        ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

                                        2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 4/30/2021   

     

 1.   2021 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2021 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES    

    

  Year To Date  

  4/30/2021  

 Actual General Giving Received through 4/30/2021 $156,862   

 2020 IRS 941 COVID-19 Tax Relief Reimbursement $21,008   

 Actual General Expenses Paid through 4/30/2021 ($149,232)  

   Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 4/30/2021 $28,638   

 Unpaid Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 4/30/2021 (1 mo. X $1,359)* ($1,359)  

   YTD Actual General Giving More than Actual General Expenses Paid through 4/30/2021 $27,279   

     

 
Total 2021 General Operating Budget is $516,600.  $9,935 is needed weekly to cover operat-
ing expenses.   

 
The average weekly General giving through 3/31/2021 was $9,227.  This was short by $708 
as of 4/30/2021   

    

 

*  Total 2021 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $16,300.  We 
have paid $4,075, so our unpaid balance to the West Ohio Conference as of 4/30/2021 is 
$12,225.   

    

 2.  2021 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2021 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS    

    

  Year To Date  

  4/30/2021  

 Actual Mission Giving Received through 4/30/2021 $15,100   

 Mission Giving Required for 2021 Mission Budget Needs through 4/30/2021 $9,146   

   YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2021 Mission Budget Needs $5,954   

    

 
Total 2021 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per 
quarter.   

 Payments: Q1 $6,825   

    

 3.  ELEVATOR LOAN BALANCE AS OF 04/30/2021 IS $105,851.93.   DONATIONS STILL NEEDED!  

    


