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Pastor’s Point of View - Pastor Dan Metzger 
Dear Church Family, 
 

At the onset of Jesus’ ministry, John announced his coming in fulfillment of Isaiah 40: “In the wilderness      
prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  This is the cry of Lent:    
Prepare the way of the Lord!  Make room for him in your thoughts and activities and affections.  An              
appropriate response to this announcement is to take stock of our lives, to reconsider how we’re living in light 
of God’s presence and power made available to us in Jesus.  And that’s what Lent is for:  to reflect on our lives 
as they are, and as they could be.  Giving up a habit or a food or a pleasure is not distinctly Christian.  People 
give up things all the time in the name of self-help, or worse, vanity and vengeance.  The point of Lent is to 
reorient life God-ward.  This reorientation has to do with desert and wilderness.  A “wilderness experience” in 
our language usually means one has been gone for a while and now returns with new insight or perspective, 
“a new lease on life.”  Whether it’s a trip to the third world, or a hike in the mountains, people are stripped of 
their usual comforts, removed from the safety of familiarity, and forced to see the world from a different   
vantage point. 
 

Our aim during Lent is something like a wilderness experience.  We want to shake up our lives significantly 
enough that when we reach for our usual comforts and grasp a fistful of air, we’re forced to cling to Christ—
his body, his blood.  We want to see just how upside down our world really is as our “important things” prove 
to be perishable goods, as the light shines on our “righteousness” and exposes the layers of “self” beneath the 
surface, and as our “busy” lives are shown to simply lack wisdom.  The desire is a new lease on life, a view into 
the vast world of God, a deep breath and long look above the tree line of self-absorption.  So in Lent we focus 
on getting away from the life of flesh and into the life of the Spirit, denying our ways and embracing God’s. 
 

The point of giving things up isn’t to be reminded of how much we miss them, but rather to be awakened to 
how much we miss God and long for his life-giving Spirit.  This means, of course, that Lent isn’t only about   
giving up things.  It’s also about adding things, God-things. 
 

Having given up junk food for a healthy diet, what will you do with the energy you gain? 
Having given up reading magazines, what will you read now? 
Having given up Facebook, to whom will you devote meaningful conversation? 
Having given up lunch, how will you rely on God for the strength of “food from heaven”? 
Having given up TV as a default activity, how will you use that time to cultivate quality family time? 
Having given up isolation, how will you immerse yourself in community? 
Having given up shopping, will you see those who need clothing in your city? 
Having sacrificed whatever form of selfishness you indulge, how will you meet the needs of others? 
 

The practice of giving something up for Lent is a way of entering into the wilderness with Jesus.  Don’t worry 
about whether your sacrifice is a good one.  It’s not a contest.  Just make your aim to know Christ more fully 
and trust him to lead you.  Seek to replace that thing with devotion to Christ—his Word and his mission.  God 
may lead you to give up and take up more as you go.  That’s good.  Deny yourself, take up your cross, and   
follow Jesus. 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan 



 

St. Marks Collects the  
Following for Charity 

 
UMW [Marlene Yoxtheimer] 
 Box Tops for Education. 
 
 WTGN Radio-97.7 Lima 
     [Garth Beatty] 
 

 

M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus who 

 

 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   
 

Reaching and nurturing those 
who don’t know Jesus. 

 

 
 

Mobile Food Pantry 
 

March 21, 2020 
 

Vanlue, Arcadia, 
West Independence Churches 

 

Vanlue Park 
Corner of John St. & SR 330, 

Vanlue, OH 45890 

BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 
 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of age.  To get on the email list for the group, email 
Mike Noggle at nogglem61@gmail.com or give Mike a call at 419-306-7248. 

Meeting Time and Location 
  8:00 a.m.  Scrambler Marie’s  1st Saturday of every month 

  8:00 a.m.  We Serve Coffee  3rd Saturday of every month 

EASTER OFFERING 
 
Contributions in the offering en-
velope marked in your numbered 
envelope boxes as “MY EASTER 
OFFERING” are specifically desig-
nated to “MISSIONS.” 

 

Daylight saving time 

begins on March 8, 

2020.  Be sure to 

spring forward.  Set 

your clocks ahead an 

hour before going to 

bed on 

Saturday, 

March 7, 

2020.  



SCHEDULED EMMAUS WALKS 
FOR 2020 

 

Dates   Upcoming Emmaus 
         Walks 
 
3/12/20 - 3/15/20 Men’s Emmaus Walk 

6/4/20 - 6/7/20 Women’s Emmaus Walk 

10/8/20 - 10/11/20 Women’s Emmaus Walk 

11/5/20 - 11/8/20 Men’s Emmaus Walk 

Worship 
Gatherings 

 

March 
Sermons 

 
Sermon Series 

“Lent - Walking with Jesus” 
 

March 1 
A Living Hallelujah 

Psalm 100:1-5 
Pastor Dan 

 
 

March 8 
Growing in the Word 

Psalm 119:97, 103-105 
Pastor Dave 

 
 

March 15 
Here I Am, Send Me 

Joshua 24:15, 
Matthew 20:26, 28 

Pastor Dan 
 
 

March 22 
Where Your Treasurer Is 

Matthew 6:19-20 
Pastor Dan 

 
 

March 29 
Going Fishing 

Matthew 4:18-20, 5:14-16 
Pastor Dan 

 
 
 
 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
 

Ruth Circle 
Monday, March 2, 2020 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
Program Leader    Tracy Hiller 
Hostess     Jeanne McCaffrey 
      2005 Greendale Avenue 
Co-Hostess       Jeanne McCaffrey 
 

Lydia Circle 
Wednesday, March 4, 2020 - 10:00 a.m. 

 
Program Leader    Eileen Stalets 
      St. Marks - Builders/  
                Founders Room 

 
If you have questions or would like 

further information, 
please contact Diane Hite 

at 419-957-0832 or dihite@woh.rr.com. 



 

 
 

March Sunday School 
 Offerings 

 
 

Sunday School Classes & Teachers 
 
 

Builders/Founders  
 

Charles Bishop &  Mike Noggle 
 

March - “The Message of  
Romans” by John Stott 

 
 

Covenant 
 

Barbara Hochstettler 
 

March - “the NAMES OF GOD” 
by Ann Spangler  

  
 

Searching for Philos 
 

March -  To Be Determined 
 
 

St. Marks United    
Methodist Women have 
collected Box Tops for 
Education for many 
years.  Each logo clipped 

from a food or non-food eligible      
product is worth cash for a participating 
school.  St. Marks United Methodist 
Women donate to Red Bird Mission 
School in Beverly, Kentucky.    
 
The new Box Tops mobile app uses    
state-of-the-art technology to scan your 
store receipt, find participating       
products and instantly add Box Tops to 
your school's earnings online.  The    
mobile app is available through Google 
Play or the App Store.  Once installed, 
you can choose Red Bird Christian 
School as the earnings recipient.  Then 
when you shop, tap the scan button to 
snap a photo of your receipt within 14 
days of purchase.  

 
St. Marks United Methodist Women will 
continue to collect and submit clipped 
Box Tops as long as they are  valid (each 
has an expiration date).  We will also 
collect receipts from those who may 
not have access to the mobile app.   
 
Thank you for your 
continued  support of 
St. Marks United   
Methodist Women and 
Red Bird Mission! 

 
 
 
 

 



What does it mean to be deeply committed 

Christians growing in faith every day?  How do 

we become fully engaged and flourishing in the 

Christian life?  During the season of Lent, we 

will explore a model for Christian discipleship, 

built around five essential practices - practices 

that we engage in both collectively and            

individually in order to more fully follow Jesus.  Join us as together we     

worship, grow, serve, give and share - closing the spiritual gap in our lives. 

 

If you wish, you may purchase Adam Hamilton’s book “The Walk” on        

Amazon or any other online retailer to follow along with our series. 

Mark your calendar for Thursday, March 19, 
2020.  This is the next American Red Cross 
Blood Drive at St. Marks.  It will take place at 
the DOCK from 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Give 
blood.  Help save lives. 

In honor of Pi Day (March 14), United 
Methodist Women will be serving pie!  
On Sunday, March 15, following the    
Traditions worship service at the 
church and during the Fellowship Meal 
at the DOCK, delicious whole pies and 
slices will be available.  Donations 

which will help support St. Marks Children’s & Family Ministry will 
be gratefully accepted. 



PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR: 

 

 April 5,2020 

    Palm Sunday 

               9:00 a.m. - Sanctuary - Church 

   11:15 A.M. - DOCK 

 

 April 9, 2020 

    Maundy Thursday 

              7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary - Church 

 

 April 10, 2020 

    Good Friday 

               7:00 p.m. - DOCK 

 

 April 12, 2020 

    EASTER 

               9:00 a.m. - Sanctuary - Church 

   11:15 a.m. - DOCK 



 

 

 

Join the St. Marks Branding Team. 
 

We are looking for Brand Managers to help us promote all of the good that is happening at 
St. Marks United Methodist Church.  Our team will be responsible for: 
 

Social Media posts 

Press Releases 

Member Spotlights 

Website development and updates 

Any type of marketing and promotion of St. Marks 
 

If you have experience in graphic design, website management, writing, promotion and    
marketing, we would like to tap into your expertise and ideas. 
 

Join us for our organizational meeting March 4th at 7:30am at We Serve Coffee. 
 

For more information, or if you can’t make the meeting but want to be involved, contact Rex 
Howard at goldenpearvoice@woh.rr.com or 419-672-1759. 
 

Rex Howard 

Leadership Team Communication Manager 

mailto:goldenpearvoice@woh.rr.com


                                       ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

                                       2020 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 1/31/2020  

   

1.                  2020 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2020 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES   

  

 Year To Date 

 1/31/2020 

Actual General Giving Received through 1/31/2020 $32,389  

Actual General Expenses Paid through 1/31/2020 ($31,882) 

  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 1/31/2020 $507  

Unpaid Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 1/31/2020 (1 mo. X $1,492)* ($1,492) 

  YTD Actual General Giving Less Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 1/31/2020 ($985) 

   

Total 2020 General Operating Budget is $526,900.  $10,133 is needed weekly to cover operating 
expenses.  

The average weekly General giving through 1/31/2020 was $8,097.  This was short by $2,036 as 
of 1/31/2020.  

  

*  Total 2020 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $17,900.  

  

2.                  2020 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2020 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS   

  

 Year To Date 

 1/31/2020 

Actual Mission Giving Received through 1/31/2020 $1,769  

Mission Giving Required for 2020 Mission Budget Needs through 1/31/2020 $2,152  

  YTD Actual Mission Giving Less Than 2020 Mission Budget Needs ($383) 

  

Total 2020 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per quarter.  

   
  

  

  

  

  

  

  


