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“Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  This is how the 

apostle Paul starts most of his letters to the church.  It’s an encouraging opening that contains 

a blessing.  I often open my formal letters on church letterhead in this manner.  As Kathy and 

I get ready to move, we want you to know the grace and peace that we have received during our 

time at St. Marks.   

 

I remember so well my first sermon at St. Marks in which I disclosed my jaded background of 

alcoholism, drug addiction and jail sentences.  It’s a scary proposition letting people know that 

their newly appointed spiritual leader, counselor, teacher and priest is a former jail bird.  It’s a 

disclosure that I have had to make two times prior to St. Marks and one that I will have to 

make again at Cridersville UMC on the first Sunday in July. 

 

My mom called that afternoon of July 3, 2011 asking me, “How’d it go.”  I told her that I didn’t 

know—that she would have to call back next Sunday to see if the people came back—and you 

did—come back.  It was also very humorous that the second week we were here there were 50 

youth and adults from St. Paul, Minnesota who stayed Saturday night on their way to a      

mission trip in Pittsburgh.  We set a new worship record at the DOCK with their attendance.  

When my mom called that second Sunday to check on things at our new appointment, I told 

her that people were being bused in from Minnesota. 

 

You not only came back that second Sunday but supported Kathy and I in all kinds of minis-

try endeavors throughout the next seven years.  Yes, we had our struggles and hard times, 

which is the standard for people who are sharing and working hard together, but those have 

been few and far between.  One of the things that Kathy and I had hoped to accomplish while 

being in ministry together was to leave a footprint of St. Marks out into the community.  I feel 

that we have made some real progress in making St. Marks known out in the Findlay         

community.  

  

It has been a joy watching the DOCK become a point of community gathering and use.  It’s 

been a joy singing in the adult choir and playing in the bell choir and brass ensemble in the 

“Traditions” service and then immerse ourselves in the progressive music of “the Gathering” 

service.  I have been thrilled by our time spent on mission trips together, backyard mission 

trips and on Habitat builds and then being a presence with the Live Nativity and Lights of 

Christmas and spooking it up on trick or treat night.  Kathy and I have been in the same small 

group for the last seven years, and that has been a transformative element in our lives and   

ministry at St. Marks.   
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Transform campaign update: 
 
 

As of April 30, 2018, we have $724,358 
pledged and have received $665,722.  We 
are on our way.  Any money designated will 
be directed toward: “Church Expansion 
Fund.”  This is marked on your envelopes.  
You can also donate online on the St. Marks 
website. 
  
 

1. Go to stmarksfindlay.org 
2. Click on the ONLINE GIVING tab 
3. In the ONLINE GIVING box, click on the 

myowngiving.com  
       link. 
 
 

Donations are designated to Transform/
Capital Campaign. 

St. Marks Collects the  
Following for Charity 

 

UMW [Marlene Yoxtheimer] 

 Box Tops for Education. 
 

Chopin Hall [Carlton Rule] 

 Food [no glass], bath soap, toilet tissue, 
     paper towels, cleaning supplies, etc.   
 Used clothing can be dropped off at 

Chopin Hall  [Mon. & Wed. a.m. and Tues. 
& Thurs. p.m. at back door]  

 

 WTGN Radio-97.7 Lima [Garth Beatty] 

 

 

 

When people inquire about St. Marks, I tell them that it is a great church.  I ain’t talking 

brick and mortar, but I’m talking about the people.  I know that Pastor Dan and Holly    

Metzger will bring new insights and energy to St. Marks.  They are blessed with a fine          

St. Marks ministry staff and determined lay leadership who are all committed in making 

Christ known in the world.   

 

Of course, June is our last month at St. Marks; our last Sunday is June 24.  I won’t be preach-

ing those first three Sundays in June as Kathy and I have a great deal of packing and moving 

preparation to manage.  We will move on June 21, and I will be back and forth in those days 

of June.  We never know how our paths may cross and interact.  I know that from time to 

time we will see each other and hear from each other.  In the end, we are destined to spend 

eternity together and what a glorious time that will be.  I thought of this scripture which are 

the words the apostle Paul speaks when he is leaving Ephesus, the church where he spent so 

much time in ministry and had blessed him greatly. 

 

“And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to 

build you up and to give you the inheritance among all who are sanctified.  Acts 20:32” 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Pastor’s Point of View - Pastor Mark Hollinger 



Hammer it Home 
 

St. Marks has been asked to 

man a day on the Habitat for 
Humanity build in June.  We 

don’t need your money; we 
need some of your time.  St. 

Marks day on the job site is June 9.  We will need 

20 people in the morning and 20 in the after-
noon.  There will be a sign up sheet at upcoming 

services, or you can sign up online at: 

https://goo.gl/forms/mGWu1pLY03WLoi4F3 

 
A League of Our Own 

Softball Schedule 
2018 St. Marks Softball Games 

 
  June 9       1:00 p.m.  

  June 16  10:00 a.m. 

  June 23  12:00 p.m. & 1:00 
p.m. 

  June 30  Car Wash at St. Marks 

  July 7  9:00 a.m. 

  July 14  9:00 a.m. 
 

 

All Teams Play in the Tournament 

   July 21 and July 28 
  

*Games are played in Findlay 

at Rawson Field* 

 

Memorials 
 

In Memory of Betsy Jackson 
By Steve & Anita Heintzelman 

 

St. Marks is focusing our collection for Operation 

Christmas Child boxes to boys ages 4 years – 12 

years old this year. We need you to join us as we 

begin to collect items for shoe boxes.  Collection 

begins in June – bins will be at both Connection 

Centers. 

June Collection Items: 

BOYS (sizes 4 – 16):  Socks, t-shirts, shorts, 

underwear, hats, handkerchiefs, work gloves 

https://goo.gl/forms/mGWu1pLY03WLoi4F3


 
 

 
Celebration 

for 
Pastor Mark 

 

 

Be sure to mark your calen-
dars for June 24, 2018, and 
come to the DOCK between 
10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
We will be celebrating Pastor 
Mark’s ministry at St. Marks.  
As he continues his ministry at 
Cridersville United Methodist 
Church, our best wishes go 
with Pastor Mark, Kathy and 
their family.  They will be 
missed, but we know God is 
with them and great things 
are ahead of them! 
 

“And we know that in all 
things God works for the 
good of those who love him, 
who have been called        
according to his purpose.”  
Romans 8:28 
 

Food will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

A Cross-generational,  

Family-friendly  

Summer Sunday School Experience! 
 

Join us this summer for an exciting, cross-
generational Sunday school experience 
for our St. Marks families…preschoolers 
through adults! 
 

 Gather to share a light breakfast and 

     build community 

 Experience God's epic story through 

     drama or readers' theater 

 Live into the story by participating in 

     fun, hands-on experiences 

 Reflect, sing, and praise God together 

 

The Unshakeable Promise begins Sunday, 
June 3 at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

*Please note that this Sunday school of-
fering is for all families and all ages. It will 
take the place of our traditional age-
graded classes over the summer. 

Promise  



 

 

 

As I was working on the June Newsletter, I came across this article written by Pastor Terry 
Pontius before Pastor Mark came to St. Marks.  I thought it very appropriate that we each 
take a moment to read again what Pastor Terry wrote when he was getting ready to retire 
from St. Marks: 

 

A young pastor and his mentor were walking together through the garden.  As they walked, the young      
pastor shared his anxiety and insecurity concerning God’s call on him in the future. 
  

The wise mentor snipped a budding rose stem from a nearby bush and handed it to her understudy. “Unfold 
it!” she challenged, “But don’t tear off any of the petals.” 
 

The young pastor was puzzled, wondering what this could have to do with knowing the will of God for his 
ministry.  But out of respect for his mentor, he proceeded to try to unfold the rose, while keeping every    
petal attached.  Before long a petal fluttered to the ground, then another.  It was an impossible challenge.  
As he became increasingly frustrated, his mentor began reciting this poem… 
 

“Unfolding the Rosebud” 

It’s only a rosebud, a flower of God’s design; 

But I cannot unfold the petals with these clumsy hands of mine. 

The secret of unfolding flowers is not known to such as I. 

God opens the flower so sweetly, when in my hands they fade and die. 

If I cannot unfold a rosebud, this flower of God’s design, 

Then how can I think I have wisdom to unfold this life of mine? 

So, I’ll trust in God for his leading each moment of every day. 

I will look to God for his guidance each step of the pilgrim way. 

The pathway that lies before me, only my Heavenly Father knows. 

I’ll trust God to unfold the moments, just as he unfolds the rose. 
 

When it comes to God’s plan for our personal life or our life together as a congregation, we want to see the 
big picture, the destination, don’t we?  Sometimes God shows us a glimpse of his big vision for us; but most 
often, God unfolds his plan to us one petal, one step, one day at a time. 
 

God’s first call to Abram was “pack up and leave; and I will show you which way to go.”  It wasn’t until 
Abram hit the road that God showed him where to go.  Later, God showed Abram a glimpse of his long-
range plan, but he led Abram one petal, one step, one day at a time. 
 

At St. Marks United Methodist Church, Cridersville United Methodist Church, and Epiphany United        
Methodist Church, God is unfolding His plan for us all one petal at a time.  For Pastor Mark and Pastor Dan, 
their families and their new and past congregations, God has a lot in store!  Most likely God will show us the 
steps, one petal at a time.  Let’s embrace God’s new plan and obediently follow Him and trust Him one step, 
one day at a time. 

 

Blessings, 
 
Barb Cramer 
Administrative Assistant 
St. Marks United Methodist Church 

“One Petal, One Step, One Day at a Time” 



 

 
Register online at:  stmarksfindlay.org 

  6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

  St. Marks United Methodist Church 

  800 South Main Street, Findlay 
   

Ages 4 years - 5th grade 

 

June 18 - 21, 2018 

Beach 

   Party 

       VBS 

  



 
 

 
June Sermons 

 

Sermon Series 
Mission Minded 

 

June 3 
“Falling in Love with God” 

Pastor Dave 
Mark 8:27-38, 12:28-34; John 15:5-8 

 

June 10 
“Loving You as Jesus Loved Me” 

Pastor Dave 
John 15:9-17, 1 John 3:16-18, 4:7-12 

 

June 17 
“As God so Loved the World” 

Pastor Dave 
Luke 4:16-19; John 3:16 

 

June 24 
“Christian Call to ‘One Another’ Ministry” 

Pastor Mark 
John 13:34; Ephesians 4:32; Philippians 2:3  

Worship Gatherings 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - FOOD DONATIONS 
 

Stop by the VBS food donation board by the Connection Center.  Sign up to 

donate an item and take a reminder slip with you!  Thanks for your support! 

 

On July 8, 2018, we will be gathering at 
the DOCK from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
for a reception for Pastor Dan Metzger 
and his family.  We want to welcome them 

to St. Marks as they begin their new journey with us in    
ministry.  Please plan to join us!  Food will be provided. 
 

Welcome Pastor Dan, Holly, Adelyn, Renee and Emilia 



June Sunday School 
 Offerings 

 

Sunday School Classes & Teachers 
 

 

Builders/Founders  

Charles Bishop, Mike Noggle & 

John Richter 

Justice in the New Testament 

June - God Is Just and Merciful 

July - Jesus Calls for Justice and Mercy 

August - Paul Teaches About 

New Life in Christ 
 

Covenant, Searching for Philos 
& Soul Seekers 

June - “Unshakeable Promise” 

A Cross-generational, Family-friendly 

Summer Sunday School Experience 

 

 

 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
Wednesday, June 6, 2018 

 

Luanne Circle - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Program Leader Anita Heintzelman 
Hostess  Lynda Beatty 

            825 S. Cory Street 
Co-Hostess  Brenda Blunk 

 

Lydia Circle - No June Meeting 
 

Naomi Circle - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Program Leader Miriam Kuhn 
Hostess  Miriam Kuhn 

            15363 Township Rd. 207 
Co-Hostess  Miriam Kuhn 
 

 

If you have questions or would like 
further information, please contact 

Diane Hite at  419-957-0832 or 
dihite@woh.rr.com. 

 

M I S S I O N:   
 

Our mission is to 

 make followers of Jesus who 
 

 love God, 

love others 

and change the world. 

 

V I S I O N:   
 

Reaching and nurturing those 

who don’t know Jesus. 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 

 

June 23 

College First Church of God 
 

1100 N. Main St. 
Findlay, OH 45840 

* June Dates to Remember * 
 

June 3  New Members Join the  
      Church 
 
June 17  Father’s Day 
 
June 24  Farewell Reception for 
         Pastor Mark and Kathy 



St. Marks United Methodist Church              Leadership Board Minutes            Location: Fellowship Hall            05/22/2018, 6:30 p.m. 
  
Attendance:  Mark Hollinger, David Anderson, Linda Huffman, Lisa Clark, Marv Miller, Denny Jarrett, Cynthia Arnette, Steve Kuhn, 
Keith Kuchera, Ken Miller 
 
Absent:  Dave Charles, Tim Babcock, Brian Shufelt, Mike Imber 
 
Guest:  Catherine Jett, Holly Hannah 
 
Welcome:  Opened with Prayer 
 
Discussion Topics  
Catherine Jett spoke about an idea for a domestic abuse victims support group.  It could have meetings 1x per month to expand to 

2x per month.  Suggest having guests such as therapists, police, etc.  Could include helping provide Christmas presents for the 
children of group members.  The goal would be to fund the group from freewill offerings.  Child care would be important be-
cause Open Arms (the other similar group in town) doesn’t have child care nor allows men to come to the group.  Catherine’s 
vision would be to be open to all who want to come for support.  There are 2 people who are willing to work security.  The  
Police Department would also be consulted about this group in general.  She has several volunteers who are already willing to 
help.  The Board is supportive, with concerns about safety and security, but liked the safety oversights that Catherine is plan-
ning but potentially would like more security.  The goal would be to get it started by August/September time frame.  Mark will 
talk to the District Superintendent, Barry Burns, about what other churches may have done and check with our insurance 
about this. 

 
Holly Hannah spoke about the Softball team.  Idea to incorporate the team more into the church service and make it more of an 

outreach.  There are 26 members on the team, and 20 of them are at least occasional attenders of St. Marks.  Imagine a      
Softball-Sunday; the team does the Hospitality, setup, possibly the music, too.  An offering could be taken up for the team’s 
supplies.  Some potential dates to check are July 8 and July 15.  The Board supports this and will verify with Staff and get their 
thoughts. 

 
The Board is still working on a statement describing and providing background around our policy on gay or lesbian lay leadership. 
 
Key Metrics (compared to last year) 

Metrics are not available 
Cash Collected / Cash spent:  We’re in the red and have not given to apportionments to the district yet for 2018. 
New members—9 new members will be joining a week from Sunday. 
 

Team Reports: 
Pastor Concerns / Report — Nothing to report 
Staffing Concerns — Incoming Pastor Dan’s wife, Holly, accepted a job which offers insurance.  There was a motion to offer 

Dan an alternative package:  increase pay along with reducing his insurance from family to a single plan (Holly’s insur-
ance will cover the kids but not Dan).  This would save the church a net $10,000 per year.  Keith K. motioned, Linda H. 
seconded.  The motion passed 10 to 0. 

Liaison or Committee Concerns/Progress — Nothing to report 
Building Concerns — Repairs were recently made to the sanctuary roof.  The sanctuary speakers have a bad controller:  it 

is being looked at.  Marv is getting quotes on repairing the bell-tower roof.  The steps which leaked into Willie’s office 
were sealed.  The storage room under the chapel steps were sealed.  The DOCK air-handling units need belt repairs 
but have access issues so access holes were made in the wall by the stairs. 

Capital Campaign — we have drawings but they are not finalized yet.  They must be finalized before we apply for our    
permit. 

 
Agape Plan — Keith is working on a meal train for incoming Pastor Dan’s family who are moving in next week.  Dave Charles is   

organizing a painting day for their house on Wednesday. 
 
Prayer Requests, God Sightings were discussed and prayed over.  
 
New Business: 
Reminder of the Habitat Build June 9th. 
 
Next Meeting:  June 26, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 
 



 

                                       ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

                                       2018 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 4/30/2018  

   

1.                  2018 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2018 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES   

  

 Year To Date 

 4/30/2018 

Actual General Giving Received through 4/30/18 $179,328  

Actual General Expenses Paid through 4/30/18 ($180,271) 

  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving Less Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 4/30/18 ($943) 

Unpaid Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 4/30/18 (4 mos. X $1,775)  ($7,100) 

  YTD Actual General Giving Less than Actual General Expenses Paid through 4/30/18 ($8,043) 

   

Total 2018 General Operating Budget is $574,405.  $11,046 is needed weekly to cover operating 

expenses.  

The average weekly General giving through 4/30/18 is $10,549.  This was short by $497 as of 

4/30/18.  

  

*  Total 2018 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $21,300.  

  

2.                  2018 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2018 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS   

  

 Year To Date 

 4/30/2018 

Actual Mission Giving Received through 4/30/18 $7,478  

Mission Giving Required for 2018 Mission Budget Needs through 4/30/18 $9,146  

  YTD Actual Mission Giving Less Than 2018 Mission Budget Needs ($1,668) 

  

Total 2018 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per quarter.  

Q1 2018 Payments $4,210.  

  



Worship 

June 2018 

Are you frustrated that God isn’t answering a specific prayer? Is it hard to trust Him with it? 

Today’s reading is a great reminder that Jesus has a bigger plan and it’s on His timetable. 

Whether He answers our prayer the way we want or not, we can trust God will do what is 

best. It’s easy to say that, isn’t it? May God use this passage to help us trust Him more. See if 

you identify with Martha and Mary as you read John 11 and 12.   

 

 

How did you identify with Martha and Mary? As you consider your seemingly unanswered 

prayers, ask God for His perspective and the strength to follow. God doesn’t always follow our 

timelines, but He is always good. We can trust Him, no matter what our circumstances look 

like.  

We are encouraged in Ephesians 3:12 that we can approach God with freedom and confidence…and in the Gospel  

Jesus tells us in Luke 11:5-13 that we can and should pray with boldness because God wants to bless us with good things. 

God STILL answers prayers! He still heals people! He still saves people! He still is in the miracle business! He is as great as 

He has ever been! 

And…it is my hope and prayer that my prayer life (and yours) will become more specific, focused and that we will ask Him 

for the things that we know that can’t happen unless HE IS INVOLVED! So why not ask big for the miracle you need in your 

life? Why not ask big for the miracle you want to see at St. Marks? Why not ask big in regards to all that needs to happen in 

your marriage? Why not ask big when it comes to your job? 

Let’s pray BOLD prayers…God is big…He can handle it! 
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