
July 2022 



Dear Church Family, 

 

Baseball has always been my favorite sport. It lends itself to             
storylines, statistics, and unforgettable moments in ways that              
are entirely unique to the game.  

 

One of the most famous moments in the history of the game            
happened in game 6 of the National League Championship series 
in 2003. The Chicago Cubs were on the brink of going to the world 
series for the first time in 95 years when twenty-six year old Steve Bartman grabbed for a foul 
ball, deflecting it away from a Cubs outfielder’s outstretched glove during the 8th inning. Fans 
hurled insults and debris at Bartman, as the broken play marked the beginning of the end for 
the Cubs, who gave up 8 runs in the 8th and would go on to lose the series. Bartman went into 
hiding, an outcast. Many fans blamed him for the Cubs continued failures. 

 

In 2016, the Cubs finally not only made it to a World Series, but they won….against                     
Cleveland…I’m still not ready to talk about that. 

 

But after the win, the Cubs owners sent Bartman an official 2016 World Series championship 
ring, and invited him to be a part of the championship parade. All had been forgiven. 

 

Forgiving others is one of the most challenging assignments for any Christian. Paul advised, 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you.” (Ephesians 4:32) But forgiveness is so difficult that many Christians never accomplish 
the command to forgive. Some argue that when the pain is too deep, forgiveness can only             
occur after time has been allowed to begin the healing process. But actually that notion is 
backwards, since forgiveness is a decision not a feeling. Only after that decision has been 
made does God grant grace to ease the sting of old wounds. 

 

Though forgiveness is difficult, its rewards are great. Of course, not everyone gets a                    
championship ring as evidence of forgiveness, but our hope is in an eternal reward in the 
presence of Christ. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan 



Exploring St Marks Website 

stmarksfindlay.org 

There must be 100 videos to watch! 

There are numerous videos that were                     
made during the pandemic to entertain both 

adults and children. 

 

Remember that drive-up Easter Service? 

 

 

Christmas Celebrations and musical programs. 

 

 

Favorite Sermons. 

Cute kid videos. 

 

 

Lana Mossers heart wrenching plea to help the people of Ukraine. 

 

Special videos of special days. 

 

Honoring our vets Baptisms, confirmands, graduates, 
   and new members. 

 The air conditioners have been repaired. 

 The gas meters were moved from inside to outside. 

 The blinds in the basement windows will be replaced. 



Volunteers needed to 

The Christian Clearing House is looking for volunteers to help stuff backpacks with donated school 

supplies for local children. If you are interested go to this website for dates and times. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084AACAE2BA4F94-stuff5 

*********************************************************************************************** 

The Unfinished Church Podcast 

Our Bishop Gregory Palmer, along with                  

Bishop Michael McKee and Bishop LaTrelle  

Easterling, have created a podcast for all                           

who are ready to unite and build a world                 

in which racial prejudice has no power. 

Join them as they move from Conversation                     

to Action. God is not done with us.                               

Our work is unfinished. 

 

Available to listen at: 

 theunfinishedchurch.org 

“FAITH TALKS” PODCASTS BY Jennifer R. Farmer  

The podcast offers spiritual growth content for women of 

faith. Specifically, it gives women of faith an opportunity 

to learn about and engage on issues of social justice, ra-

cial justice, climate justice, and more. The podcasts rec-

ord before a live virtual audience on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday of every month at 2:00 p.m. For more infor-

mation, visit: https://uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/  

“VOICES FROM THE FIELD” WEBINAR  

Learn about the national and international initiatives that 

benefit from Mission Giving directly through the voices 

“from the field.” In this interaction format, you’ll hear 

firsthand from program leaders about their work, daily 

challenges, hopes, and dreams. These webinars show our 

giving at work in the world. All webinars are recorded 

and they are available to listen to by going on: https://

uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Mission Trip 2022 
Toronto, Canada 
By: Dave Charles 

 
Sunday our adventure began. We arrived in Toronto  
safely and settled in at Danforth Mennonite Church. After unpacking 
we navigated our way downtown to Dundas Square for dinner.          
We were eagerly awaiting connecting with Brother John                                  
at St. Francis Table on Monday morning.  
 
Brother John is a Franciscan Monk and he runs “The Table”.                            
St. Francis table serves meals every day to the homeless and elderly 
population and others who may be in need. Run by Franciscan 
monks and wonderful chefs, our youth served as wait staff and 
helped to prepare and serve the meals this week. The cost is just $1 
and the people are served a meal with love and dignity.  

 
 
 
By Monday evening we had been in Toronto a little 
over 24 hours ago and had already                           
experienced so much! From navigating public   
transportation and serving lunch at St. Francis              
Table to sightseeing around Chinatown, eating       
authentic Vietnamese cuisine and having                  
intentional conversations with some of the     
homeless population around the city, our first             
24 hours were full of challenge, meaning and fun.  
 

Tuesday through Wednesday we served at St. Francis Table for lunch and dinner. In between- we 
went to a local park for a time of devotions, reflection and rest.  
 
Tuesday night we returned to the church where we are staying- we heard a very raw and sobering 
story from Patrick Sullivan who was kind enough to share his background and hardships with us that 
consisted of years of abuse, addiction and homelessness. Now- Patrick is working on completing his 
college degree and serves the homeless population here in Toronto. We are grateful for his time 
sharing with our group. 



Brother John lives above the restaurant. He and the other Franciscan monks invited us over for a 
cookout at their home tonight in honor of our service. Lots of laughs were shared. It was an honor 
to spend time with the brothers who were very impressed with our youth. 

 
Thursday we once again mastered public             
transportation for another full day at St. Francis 
Table. We began to know the regulars who eat at 
the Table every day and our youth did such a good 
job prepping, serving and cleaning alongside the 
staff there. In between lunch and dinner- we found 
a cool spot for some amazing gelato and rested 
and played cards at the Table. It was much warmer 
today than it has been all week, so the A/C felt 
good! That night, we returned to Danforth            
Mennonite Church to decompress and unpack the 
day. We ended the night with some heated games 
of Mafia as we had for most of the week this week. 

 
Friday afternoon, we served lunch at St. Francis. It was our final meal service for the week. We will 
miss everyone at St. Francis Table. Our youth served well with compassion and love to people who 
might normally be overlooked, made fun of or disregarded. I am proud of our youth and thankful 
for this experience! 
 
Immediately following our time at the table, Rona 
the Bangladeshi head chef at St. Francis Table 
offered to take us sightseeing. We went to a beau-
tiful park on Lake Ontario and then tried Afghani 
food for the first time. It was incredible. After din-
ner Rona treated us to rolled ice cream. We fin-
ished our last night in Toronto by playing games 
and having fun.  
 
Saturday morning, we packed up and took a short 
trip to Niagara Falls where we spent the day sight-
seeing. We made it home around 11pm.                      
What a blessed journey!  
 



Children & Family Ministry 

 

June 10th, the supplies table: Safety goggles, Nerf 

Guns, Water, Rations, Shield Potions, and thousands 

of rounds of Ammo. Multiple battles were fought up 

and down the halls of St Marks. The kids gave it their 

all, but in the end they couldn’t beat the experience 

and stamina of their fathers.   Do I hear re-match? 

Sunday, June 12 was the St Marks Picnic at the Riverbend Recreational Facility. 

It was a lovely day, although rain clouds were visible to the south. Pastor Dan 

and Travis DeWitt cooked up dozens of hot dogs. And they got eaten.                    

The Methodist ladies (or maybe the Methodist men) 

really delivered a variety of salads: 2 kinds of pasta 

salad, potato salad, a carrot salad, and a broccoli salad.  There was corn-

bread pudding and several desserts: Rise Krispy treats, 

brownies, cookies, peach pie. If anyone went home            

hungry well it had to be the kids. They were busy playing 

tag, squirting water pistols and they had a game called 

“Four Square in the Air”.  Which the grown-ups played, 

too. 

Here are Ken and Tina Miller watching the kids run wild. 



Jim Greer brought his drone.  

Here is a picture he took with the 

drone from a couple hundred 

feet. The drone was about as big 

as a small pizza box. He showed 

the kids how to safely control the 

drone using a small tablet. At one 

point it was 400 feet in the air! 

Gary and Ann Wise brought their 

dog. And Brittany and Kalieb 

Crites brought their golden       

retriever. They were both very 

well trained dogs.  

All of the adults, except for                 

Curynn who was running around in 

the game of tag, found a shady 

spot to sit and have a visit.  

Pastor Dan’s sermon series this 

month has been “Breaking Bread 

with Jesus”.  And Dan created          

several opportunities for church 

members to get together and eat.  

Thank you Pastor Dan for all your 

hard work. It was a wonderful          

picnic! 

Just a few of the many ways we broke bread: 

• Church Picnic 

• Friday Night Food Truck Party 

• Shirley Klueter’s farewell Cookie Party 

• Getting to Know one Another Family Dinners 

• Coffee and Cookies at the Gathering 

• Coming Up: Coffee after the Traditional Service 



St Marks 2022 Vacation Bible School 

Curynn and her team decorated the 

DOCK to look like an outdoor picnic with 

food trucks.  

This is the food truck in 

the DOCK where Sandi 

Helms and Tina Aisel 

made the VBS snacks.                                                             

The kids really                                              

enjoyed the loaves and 

the fishes. (aka: bread sticks, melty cheese dip and 

Goldfish crackers.) 

 

Vacation Bible School has certainly changed since I was a kid. The kids had this amazing set where 

they gathered to watch a puppet show and sing new cool songs of praise. The 50+ children were di-

vided into 5 groups by age. These groups were then introduced to a competition to see which group 

could bring in the most non-perishable food items. The food collected will be donated to the little 

food pantries around Findlay as well as to City Mission. At the end of the event 707 items were    

donated  and one group of kids got the grand prize. They won the opportunity to turn Pastor Dan 

into a human Chili Dog. And here is a picture of what that looked like. Hot diggity dog! 

Then he got pelted with water balloons by the rest of the children. 

Curynn          

finished 

cleaning off 

the ketchup 

and mustard 

by dumping 

a big bucket 

of water 

over Pastor 

Dan’s head. 



Here is another picture of the VBS set. Curynn, 

Kelli Bibler, a Food Truck Puppet and Pastor 

Dan. Curynn got 3 food trucks plus Kona Ice 

snow cones to come to the parking lot. Tables 

and chairs were set up under the shade of 

Garth & Lynda Beatty’s big tree. There were also 

tables in the DOCK. The weather 

was perfect. The food absolutely 

delicious and  free snow cones 

for everyone! 

The United Women in Faith 

had a tent set up. They gave 

away cookies and iced coffees. 

Many thanks to WE Serve for 

donating the coffee. Below, 

you can see Joan  Powell,             

Steve & Anita Heintzelman 

and Jeanne McCaffrey           

recruiting a potential new 

member for the United         

Women in Faith. Marlene                     

Yoxtheimer was talking to 

Doug Hague and ready to 

hand out cookies. 

 



Traveling Day Camp 

Friday July 22nd from 9am-3pm 
For children in grades K-5 
Join us as we travel around Findlay learning about God's love! We will meet in the parking 
lot at 9am and your kids will board our St Marks Bus! We will travel to Project Hope Horse 
Farm for a fun filled 2 hours, then on to Pastor Dan's house for lunch and Swimming! After 
that we will head back to the Church for games on the lawn! Parents can arrive at the 
church at 3pm for pickup! Please pack a swimsuit, sunscreen, towel and closed toe shoes 
for your child! Please contact Curynn at cdewitt@stmarksfindlay.org with any questions! 

One Day Only 

July 22 

 St Marks got this               

“Thank You” in the mail. 

The phrase “it takes a village to raise a child” originates from an African proverb.                          

It is a  message that reminds us: 

1. of the importance of providing a safe, healthy environment for children.  

2. That children need to interact with adults who are not their parents in order to 

learn about the world, social skills, respect and self-confidence. 

3. and that young adults often need financial help to be able to                                                    

realize their hopes and dreams.  

It takes a village to raise a child. 

mailto:cdewitt@stmarksfindlay.org


The United Women  

in Faith are  

holding    

The                                                                                                                          

United Women                                                                                                                 

in Faith chose to promote                                                                                                

“Christmas in July” because good                                                                                             

people are their most generous around                                                                                    

Christmas. A recent letter sent to the United                                                                          

Women in Faith reminded us that City Mission                                                                         

and the Humane Society are open 365 days a year                                                                

helping those in our community (humans and domestic                                                           

animals) that need food, a place to sleep and to be cared for.                                                   

So, the United Women in Faith decided to help them out. They put                           

“ornaments” on the Christmas trees in both lobbies which names a specific                           

item that has been requested by either the Humane Society or City Mission.                

Please, help us to help them by taking an ornament, purchasing one or more of the 

items listed and return them to St Marks (or take them to the charity yourself. ) 

There are many items that do not need purchased: newspapers, old sheets and towels,  

A celebration to raise  

     supplies for the   

    Humane Society                       

   & SPCA of  

  Hancock County  



 
Eric Helms—July 1 

Duane Bader—July 2 

Arden Spitzer—July 3 

Judy Whetstone—July 6 

Tim Babcock—July 6 

Lance Murdock—July 6 

Anne Stoner—July 7 

Kalieb Crites—July 7 

Karyn Schneider—July 8 

Matthew Greer—July 10 

Jordan Bechtol—July 11 

Mike Jett—July 12 

Jared Winans—July 12 

Donovan Harris—July 12 

Mitchell Milum—July 13 

Glenn Barclay—July 14 

Beth Weissling—July 15 

Cameron Jett—July 15 

Zacharia Claflin—July 16 

Cameron Hingson—July 16 

Barb Bishop—July 17 

Steve Gase—July 17 

Holly Metzger—July 18 

Joan Powell—July 19 

Wanda Cusac—July 19 

Miles Helms—July 20 

Elijah Gibbs—July 21 

Mike Fisher—July 22 

David Claflin—July 26 

Mike Mosser—July 30 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

St Marks UMC 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, July 21, 2022 

11:00 am—5:00 PM 

The DOCK 

Schedule An  
Appointment Today 
Redcrossblood.org or                                                  

1-800-RED CROSS                                                     

(1-800-733-2767) 

Memorials in Honor of  

Jerry Hardin 

From 

Alvin & Colene Feller 

Steve & Jeannette Bateson 

Rev. Stephen & Joy Rust 

Michael & Barbara Logsdon 

Rosie, Brent, Tyler & Set Richard 

Lois Risner 

Kurt & Jolleen Brawley 

Eileen & Pam Hermon 

 

 

Memorials in Honor of  

Marilyn Woodruff 

From 

Neal & Juli Harris 

And  

George & LuAnne Lander 



BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 

Meetings resume in September. 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of age.  To get on the email list for the group, 
email Bruce Beck Brucevonbeck@gmail.com. 

 8:00 a.m. We Serve Coffee/Scramblers 1st & 3rd Saturdays of every month  

Are you or someone you know experiencing grief? 

St. Marks offers a unique opportunity to share and 

heal through our GriefShare program. 

GriefShare is a nondenominational, Christian based 

support group open to anyone grieving the death of 

a family member or friend.  No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process.  

You might consider inviting someone you know who is experiencing grief and support them by 

attending with them. 

GriefShare combines watching video seminars featuring Christian experts discuss grief and            

recovery from a biblical perspective: group discussion and personal study and reflection with a 

workbook used through the week.  Each of the experts have experienced significant loss.             

The weekly topics are: Is This Normal?, Challenges of Grief,  The Journey of Grief,  Grief and Your 

Relationships,  Why,  Guilt and Anger,  Complicating 

Factors,  Stuck,  Lessons of Grief,  Heaven,  and  What 

Do I Live For Now. 

The 13 week study is open to adults with a recent or 
past loss.  It begins Wednesday August 24, 2022.                       
It will be offered at 10:A.M. or 6:30 P.M.                                
The content is the same,  so choose  the  time that is 
most convenient for you. 

Register by calling the church office at 419-422-4236 
or Linda Colwell at 419-423-3951.  Pre-registration is 
suggested so that adequate materials can be ordered, 
but is not required. 

The St. Mark’s GriefShare Leadership team                                      

will be holding an event at 50 North                                                        

on Wednesday, August 10th                           

10:00 am until Noon. 

It is a stand alone session similar to the            

St Marks GriefShare program, but only                                        

addressing the loss of a spouse.                

Registration is required through 50 North.                                                                  

Call 419-423-8496 by July 29th to register. 

LOSS OF SPOUSE 

The United Women in Faith 

Meetings resume in September 

New Members would be Welcomed, just contact the church office 

Lydia Circle meets the first Wednesday at 10:00 am 

Ruth Circle meets on the first Monday at 7:00 pm 



                                        ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

                                        2022 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 6/30/2022   

     

 
1.                  2022 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2022 GENERAL ACTUAL EX-
PENSES    

    

  
Year To 

Date  

  6/30/2022  

 Actual General Giving Received through 6/30/2022 $250,133   

 2021 IRS 941 COVID-19 Tax Relief Reimbursement $24,771   

 Actual General Expenses Paid through 6/30/2022 ($259,672)  

 
  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 
6/30/2022 $15,232   

 
Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 6/30/2022.  Paid $11,125 as of 
6/30/2022 $0   

   YTD Actual General Giving More than Actual General Expenses Paid through 6/30/2022 $15,232   

     

 
Total 2022 General Operating Budget is $535,700.  $10,302 is needed weekly to cover 
operating expenses.   

 
The average weekly General giving through 6/30/2022 was $9,621.  This was short by 
$681 as of 6/30/2022.   

    

 

*  Total 2022 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $14,900.  We 
have paid $11,125, so our unpaid balance to the West Ohio Conference as of 6/30/2022 
is $3,775.   

    

 2.                  2022 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2022 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS    

    

  
Year To 

Date  

  6/30/2022  

 Actual Mission Giving Received through 6/30/2022 $19,180   

 Mission Giving Required for 2022 Mission Budget Needs through 6/30/2022 $13,988   

   YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2022 Mission Budget Needs $5,192   

    

 
Total 2022 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per 
quarter.   

 Payments: Q1 $9,200; Q2 $9,950.  2022 Year to Date Payments $19,150.   

    


