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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Growing up on a farm, I learned a phrase: “knee high by the 4th of July.” If you have never heard this 
before, it refers to corn, and how high you can expect a healthy crop of field corn to be by this time 
of the year. As you drive around the countryside this month, especially if you do any traveling out of 
the area, you’re going to notice something: not all fields look the same. Some of the corn is starting 
to look tall and healthy, maybe even waist high at this point! Some is still short, or maybe even looks 
like its being taken over by weeds.  

Farmers are always driving around, comparing their own fields, and comparing them to other fields 
they see. What they all know is that there are a number of factors that go into the health of their 
crops. Some things they have control over: what type of seed did they use, were fertilizers,           
pesticides, or herbicides applied, etc.  Other things they have very little control over. How soon was 
the ground warm enough to plant? Have they gotten enough rain or too much rain? All of these 
things become factors in how good the eventual harvest is. 

For each of us, there are different factors that affect our spiritual growth. Some things we have   
control over. Are you finding ways daily to engage God through prayer and scripture? Are you     
joining your church family in worship? Are you finding ways to employ your spiritual gifts in ministry 
and mission to the world? 

For many of us, there are also things that may have stunted our spiritual growth that we have no 
control over. Maybe you did not grow up in a household where faith or religion was discussed or  
accepted. Maybe you had a terrible experience in church earlier in your life. Or maybe there have 
been events in your past that have led you to believe that even if there  is a God, maybe he doesn’t 
have your best interests in mind.  

I want you to know that Christians who find that they are not yet “knee high by the 4th of July,” can 
still produce a great harvest!  Comparison to others is so often the thief of joy.  Just as I have seen 
corn fields blossom and grow to full strength in the second half of the summer, I have seen        
Christians who though they started late in life become some of the most steadfast believers I have 
ever known. And I have seen Christians who had a great start, but who declined to apply the proper 
pesticides and what could have been a “great crop” has been ruined by sin they refused to deal 
with.  

So how tall is your spiritual cornfield this 4th of July? If you feel a little behind where you think you 
should be, know that God can have a beautiful future planned out for you.  

And if you are feeling 
strong and healthy,          
remember to continue to 
tend to the crop, so that 
you can be a part of the  
great harvest God wants to 
produce in your life. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan 

A Pastor’s Point of View 

 

  



 
 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, July 22, 2021 

11:00 am—5:00 PM 
The DOCK 

 
Schedule An  

Appointment Today. 
Redcrossblood.org 

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800 -733-2767) 

 

M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus 

who 
 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   

Reaching and nurturing 
those 

who don’t know Jesus. 

The United Methodist Women—  

  Would like to sincerely thank the congregation of St. Marks  

for their support of “Desserts For Dad”. 

Your generous donations allowed the UMW of St Marks to donate 

$391.00 to the United Methodist Women's’ Ministries  

which benefit women, youth and children in the  

United States and around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a Garden to make 

you Healthy and Happy: 

Plant 3 rows of Peas 

1. Peace of Mind 

2. Peace of Heart 

3. Peace of Soul 

 

Plant 4 rows of Squash 

1. Squash Gossip 

2. Squash Indifference 

3. Squash Grumbling 

4. Squash Selfishness 

 



This just in…. 

Mulch will be delivered to be spread around the landscaping of             

St. Marks.  

Suzi Richter is asking for HELP! 

She will be here in the mornings and evenings next week (July 19—23) 

until the job is done. Can you please find some time to come and help?  

Many Hands will make the work lighter for all. 

You will need to bring tools: shovels, rakes and a wagon or  

wheel barrow if you can.  

Call Suzi to let her know when you are available and maybe she can    

arrange a crew of workers, more efficient. 

567-208-6529 

Thank You, Thank you! 



Worship 
Schedule 

 
Sermon Series 

Knowing God:  
What’s God’s name? 

 

July 11 
Elohim, The Creator 

Genesis 1:26-28  
Pastor Dan 

 

July 18 
El Roi,  

The God Who Sees Me 
Genesis 16:1-13  

Pastor Dan 
 

July 25 
Jehovah Jireh,  

The Lord Will Provide 
Genesis 22:1-14  

Pastor Dan 
 

July 25 
El Shadday, 

God Almighty 
Genesis 17:1-8 
Pastor Dave 

 

Plant 4 rows of Lettuce 

1. Lettuce be Faithful 

2. Lettuce be Kind 

3. Lettuce be Patient 

4. Lettuce Really Love One Another 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s UMW has collected Box Tops for Edu-
cation for many years.  Each logo clipped from a 

food or  
non-food eligible product is worth cash for a  

participating school. St. Mark’s UMW donates 
to  

Red Bird Mission School in Beverly, Kentucky.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new Box Tops  
mobile app uses  
state-of-the-art  

technology to scan your store receipt, find par-
ticipating products and instantly add Box Tops 

to your school's earnings online.  
The mobile app is available through Google Play 

or the App Store. Once installed, you can 
choose Red Bird Christian School as the earn-

ings  
recipient. Then after you shop, tap the scan 

button to snap a photo of your receipt within 
14 days of purchase.  

 
St. Mark’s UMW will continue to collect and 

submit clipped Box Tops as long as they are val-
id (each has an expiration date). We will also 

collect receipts from those who may not have 
access to the mobile app.   

 
 

Thank you for your continued support  
of St. Mark’s UMW and Red Bird Mission! 



 

Birthdays in July 

Frances Poe—16th 

Judy Whetstone—6th 

Arden Spitzer—3rd 

Mike Fisher—22nd 

Joan Powell—19th 

Duane Bader—2nd 

Barbara Hochstettler—17th 

Jackson Bollenbacher—29 

Wanda Cusac—19th 

David Claflin—26th 

Lance Murdock—6th 

Eric Helms—1st 

Holly Metzger—18th 

Mike Jett—12th 

Chelsea Insley—15th 

Matthew Greer—10th 

Zachariah Claflin—16th 

Jared Winans—12th 

God is always there to protect you and watch your back.                           

So don’t ever feel that you are all by yourself.                                        

May you have a lovely day and an even more beautiful year ahead. 

Happy Birthday 

May God Bless You! 

Frances Poe is going to be #95! 

Born July 16, 1926 

Member of St. Mark’s since April 10, 1949 

The children of Frances Poe would like to make this birthday an especially memorable one 

for her. They are asking us to please send her cards and/or give her a call so that she              

remembers just how very special she is to all of her family and friends.  

 Cards can be sent to:    Phone Calls: 419-422-6065 

 Frances Poe  

 2518 Blanchard Ave 

 Findlay, Ohio 45840    Thank You! 

Beth Weissling—15th 

Glenn Barclay—14th 

Karyn Schneider—8 

Tim Babcock—6th 

Debra Oberly—9th 

Mike Mosser—30th 

Cameron Hinson—16 

Donovan Harris—12 

Elijah Gibbs—21st 



Ask anyone who attended even one night of Vacation Bible School,  

“Who always wins?” and they will shout back, “God always wins! Huh!” 

(Really, you should try it.) 

 The VBS theme “Victory in Jesus” was loud and joyful. The DOCK was incredibly   

decorated to look like a sports arena complete with stadium lighting.                        

Cheerleaders lead the age-divided teams in cheers of “V-I-C-T-O-R-Y” and          

“Shelter in the Time of Storm”. Every night had a different theme.  

Over $500.00 was raised to support Special Olympics when the 4 teams had a friendly 

competition to see who could bring in the most change to fill their team bucket. There 

were 2 special guest speakers from our local Special Olympics who taught us their  

athlete’s oath, "Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt."  

Friday night was Family Night with parents and children trying different sports such 

as a putting green, archery, and an obstacle course. Kona Shave-Ice provided a       

welcome cold treat. The evening ended with a “Rock-Paper-Scissors With a Twist” 

competition between VBS organizers Curynn DeWitt and Kellie Bibler.                                                          

The resulting match was messy, sticky and hilarious! 

(You can see a video of VBS highlights by going to St. Marks website or Facebook page) 

VICTORY 

IN  

JESUS! 



Sports Announcers Rex & Kellie Bibler 

opened and closed the daily                          

VBS Pep Rallies. 

Coaches lead the teams in Bible 

Studies and taught them how 

to put on God’s Armor              

to protect their minds             

and bodies. 

Team Spirit was achieved with    

awesome crafts such as Spirit 

Sticks, megaphones,                     

and cool sunglasses. 

After hearing the story of David and 

Goliath, the kids went outside and 

pelted cut-outs of Goliath with water 

balloons! In the background you can 

see that the older kids knocked over  

5 gallon buckets with a 3-man water 

balloon launcher.  

THAT TOOK TEAMWORK! 



Happy Independence Day! 

Did you see that St. Mark’s was the only church represented in the 4th of July Parade?! 

Thanks a million Kellie & Rex Bibler, Eric & Miles Helms, Tim Bectol,  

the DeWitt Family and the Metzger Family! 

 

By the end of the week, everyone felt like winners! 

We’ll give Jesus the victory. 



Are you or someone you know experiencing 

Grief?  As we go forward from the Covid  

Isolation, many people have had to face more 

dynamics of grief. The isolation of Covid has 

made grief even more difficult for those  

experiencing it.  They have been more alone 

with their journey. 

 

GriefShare is a support group at St. Marks open to anyone grieving the death of a family member or friend.  

No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process.  You might consider inviting  

someone you know who is experiencing grief and/or supporting them by attending with them.   

Think about who you may know who may have suffered loss through this isolation time and share this  

information with them.  Grief has no time line so the loss does not have to be recent to be able to benefit 

from the program. 

 

GriefShare combines watching video seminars featuring Christian experts discuss grief and recovery from a 

biblical perspective; group discussion; and personal study and reflection with a workbook used throughout 

the week.  The program is nondenominational.  Each of the experts have experienced significant loss.   

The weekly topics are:  Is This Normal?, Challenges of Grief, The Journey of Grief, Grief and your  

Relationships, Why?, Guilt and Anger, Complicating Factors, Stuck, Lessons of Grief, Heaven, and  

What Do I Live for Now?. 

 

This 13 week study is open to any adult with a recent or past loss.  The sessions will begin WEDNESDAY, 

AUGUST 25, 2021.  It will be offered at 10 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.   The content of the morning and evening 

sessions are the same so choose the one most convenient for you. 

 

To register for the 13 week study or for more information, call the church office (419-422-4236)  

or Linda Colwell (419-423-3951).  Preregistration is suggested but not required so adequate materials  

can be ordered. 

 

LOSS OF SPOUSE 

This is a two hour seminar that will be offered Wednesday, August 4, 2021, 10 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. at 50 

North.  It will be led by the St. Marks GriefShare Leadership Team.  Loosing a spouse will change your life 

forever. The seminar will offer practical advice from others who have been there about what to expect in 

your grief, how to cope, and learning that it won’t always hurt as much.   

Call 50 N. at 419-423-8496 by July 20 to register.  This is only open to 50 N. members. 

 

Call Linda Colwell or visit GriefShare.org for more information.  



Tina’s Treasure Hunt 

 

To the right is a photo of our   

second home, 1888—1951, this 

structure was located on the   

corner of Harden and Cory 

Streets. (It no longer exists,       

but it was behind Wilson’s   

Sandwich Shop.)  

While there, our congregation had 

a couple of name changes: the 

First United Brethren in Christ and 

then The First Evangelical United 

Brethren Church . In the 1930s 

the congregation was growing fast 

and the church leaders decided 

they needed to build a new home. 

They had blue prints drawn up, 

but it would be 20 years and a 

world war before they were able to 

begin the build. 

This month  I decided to give you 

a history lesson about the former 

locations where our congregation 

once worshiped. 

The picture to the left is the first 

location of The Findlay Church of 

the United Brethren in Christ. 

That was the first name of our 

church. The building still stands 

and is painted spring green,  but 

it is now a duplex: 301 and 303 

W. Crawford Street. I drove past 

it and the front porch is covered 

with Little Tykes toys and bikes. 

I smile every time I think of it. 



1951 

1951 

On Sunday, February 19, 

1950, the entire congregation 

of The First Evangelical      

United Brethren Church 

walked south on Main Street 

from their church on Hardin 

Street to the site of what was 

to be their new home: 800 S. 

Main Street.  

Several ground-breaking   

photos were taken, but this 

one is my favorite.  

The final cost of the new 

church: $411,000. 

 

Then, in 1968, there was a nation-

wide denominational consolidation 

which resulted in two churches in 

Findlay having to change their 

names. 

Findlay couldn’t have two “first” 

Methodist Churches. 

The First Evangelical United  Brethren 

Church became St Marks United 

Methodist. 

The First Methodist Church  became 

St Andrew’s United Methodist. 

The congregation held many      

fundraisers with the goal of paying 

off that mortgage.  

On Sunday, June 19, 1960 they 

had a “Mortgage Burning” at the       

10:00 am Service and a celebratory         

pot-luck luncheon at noon for all. 



BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 

  Is Back and Meeting In Person! 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of 
age.  To get on the email list for the group, email Bruce Beck 

at Brucevonbeck@gmail.com. 

Meeting Time and Location 

 8:00 a.m.  We Serve Coffee  1st & 3rd Saturday of every month 

 

No Garden is Complete Without Turnips 

1. Turnip for Meetings 

2. Turnip for Service 

3. Turnip To Help One Another 

 

To Conclude Our Garden  We Must  Have Thyme 

1. Thyme For Each Other 

2. Thyme For Family    

3. Thyme for Friends 

 

I’ve found myself taking care of a problem near my home.  A feral mother 

cat and her 4 kittens were living under the neighbor’s front porch. They 

were cute to watch jumping at fireflies in the evenings but the problem 

was going to quickly multiply if nothing was done for them. I got together 

with my neighbors and we are catching them. I wanted to share the        

information about a charity that I found to take them. 

 Homeless to Home is a cat sanctuary in Marion that will actually spay or neuter these cats, give them their 

vaccinations and turn these feral cats into well-behaved, loving pets available for adoption.  

They won’t turn any animal away. So, if you know of a cat that needs help or a new home, taking them to 

Homeless to Home is an excellent option. Also, if you’re thinking of adopting a cat, I’m telling you            

they have the largest selection of colors of cats in the state.        Tina                            

July 24, 2021  -  

Gateway Church  

9555 County Rd. 9, Findlay 

July 31, 2021  -  

St Michael’s Church  

750 Bright Rd., Findlay 

July Mobile Food Pantries 



                                        ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

                                        2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 6/30/2021   

     

 
1.                  2021 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2021 GENERAL ACTUAL                
EXPENSES    

    

  Year To Date  

  6/30/2021  

 Actual General Giving Received through 6/30/2021 $224,362   

 2020 IRS 941 COVID-19 Tax Relief Reimbursements $56,344   

 Actual General Expenses Paid through 6/30/2021 ($229,576)  

 
  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 
6/30/2021 $51,130   

 
Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 6/30/2021. Paid $12,975 as of 
6/30/2021 $0   

   YTD Actual General Giving More than Actual General Expenses Paid through 6/30/2021 $51,130   

     

 
Total 2021 General Operating Budget is $516,600.  $9,935 is needed weekly to cover operat-
ing expenses.   

 
The average weekly General giving through 6/30/2021 was $8,629.  This was short by 
$1,306 as of 6/30/2021.   

    

 

*  Total 2021 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $16,300.  We 
have paid $12,975, so our unpaid balance to the West Ohio Conference as of 6/30/2021 is 
$3,325.   

    

 2.                  2021 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2021 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS    

    

  Year To Date  

  6/30/2021  

 Actual Mission Giving Received through 6/30/2021 $20,183   

 Mission Giving Required for 2021 Mission Budget Needs through 6/30/2021 $13,988   

   YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2021 Mission Budget Needs $6,195   

    

 
Total 2021 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per 
quarter.   

 Payments: Q1 $6,825, Q2 $11,900;  2021 Year to Date Payments $18,725   

    

 
3.                  ELEVATOR LOAN BALANCE AS OF 07/03/2021 IS $96,779.67.                                                                                             
DONATIONS STILL NEEDED!    
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St. Marks United Methodist Church 

Phone: 419-422-4236    

stmarksfindlay.org 

Church office hours: Mon—Thurs,  9am—3pm 

Ministers – All at St. Marks who follow Jesus 

Dan Metzger, Senior Pastor 

Dave Charles, Associate Pastor 

James Adkins, Director of Contemporary Worship 

Curynn DeWitt, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 

Kathy Newell, Choir Director 

http://www.stmarksfindlay.com/

