
January 2023 

MISSION: 

Our mission is to 

Make followers of Jesus who 

Love God, 

Love others 

And change the world 

 

VISION: 

Reaching and nurturing those 

Who don’t know Jesus. 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

While driving with my family on New Year’s Day, a conversation rose up with my 
kids about picking “your word” for 2023. Apparently, there is a trend going 
around where people pick a certain word they want to focus on for the next 
year as their sort of theme in how they want to improve or live their lives. Some 
examples are “belong” or “enough” or “ambition” or “change.”  

 

They asked me what my word would be, and without giving it much thought, I 
said, “Admiration. I want to follow people that I admire. I want to tell people 
who I admire what they mean to me. And I want to do things that would be 
worthy of being admired.” I was proud of myself for coming up with something 
so profound just off the cuff…until Emilia piped up from the back seat and said, 
“Oh. I thought maybe your word would be ‘skinnier’.” 

 

And so I left her on the side of the road somewhere between here and Van Wert 
(kidding).  

 

Over the next few weeks, we’re going to be talking a lot about words and their 
power. Provers 18:21 says, “The tongue has the power of life and death.” That’s 
pretty powerful! And the things we say to one another can have a huge impact. 
Our words matter because our of our mouths comes the truth of what’s in our 
hearts.  

 

And so I invite you to pick a word, one that draws you closer to being who God 
calls you to be: patient, kind, humble, just, peaceful. You can’t go wrong with 
these. And most of all I want you to remember that there’s one word that will 
always describe you in the eyes of Jesus: loved.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan  



BAND OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

(BOBAS) 
Band of Brothers (BOBAS) is open to all men and women, regardless of age.  
The group meets the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of every month, at 8:00am, at                           

Scramblers. To get on the email list for the group, simply email Bruce Beck at 
BruceVonBeck@gmail.com. 

 

Extra Curricular Mission Groups 

All Groups would Welcome New Members 

Interested in joining a small Bible Study Group? 

Sunday Night Grace Small Group would love to have new members. 

They meet Sunday evenings at 5:00 pm every other Sunday.                   

They begin with fellowship and continue with book study. 

If interested, call David Weissling at 419-889-7365. 

The two Adult Sunday School Classes have decided to continue to meet together in                 

Fellowship Hall at 10:00am. The classes resumed on Sunday, January 8th to finish up                  

“The Journey.” If you are interested in joining their Bible Study, January 15 would be a good 

time as they are beginning the David Jeremiah study called, “Where Do We Go From Here?” 

 
St Marks UMC 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday,                 
January 26 

11:00 am—5:00 PM 

Schedule An  
Appointment             

Today 
Redcrossblood.org                                             

1-800-RED CROSS                                                     

(1-800-733-2767) 

Additional Dates at                      
St Marks in 2023 

 
March 23 
May 18 
July 20 

September 14 
November 9 

There’s also                 
an APP! 



Children K-5th Grade 

Last year these kids memorized the Books of 

the Bible. They work hard, play hard and 

learn to love like Jesus. 

Wednesday Nights at St Marks UMC 

is THE PLACE to be. 

6:30—8:00 pm 

        

  Youth 6—12th Grade 

This energetic group of teens study the 

Bible, pray together, serve where they 

can and are looking forward to the         

Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic. 

 

Enrolling Now 

For  

Spring Semester 

January 25—March 22 

St Marks University 

Pastor Dan is excited to offer the second class in our            
St Marks University courses. This Spring semester’s class 

will be “Wesleyan Theology: Uncovering Methodism 
Through the Sermons of John Wesley.” The main                       

objectives of this course will be to: Discuss the social,               
historical, and religious context of John Wesley’s life and 

ministry, to be able to explain the major themes and              
tenets of Wesleyan theology, and compare and contrast 
Wesleyan theology with other Christian doctrine. Classes 

will be Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm beginning January 
25th. To sign up, please contact the office, email Pastor 

Dan at dmetzger@stmarksfindlay.org,                                                
or let us know on your connect card.  

mailto:dmetzger@stmarksfindlay.org


HOUSEHOLD ITEMS  
Styrofoam To-Go Containers 
Paper Towels 
Napkins 
Trash Bags (35 gal) 
Ziplock Bags (sandwich size) 
Dish Soap 
Hand Soap 

  

CLEANING SUPPLIES  

Lysol Spray 
Gloves Latex L/XL 
Floor Cleaner 
Bleach 
Mr. Clean Magic Erasers 
Clorox Wipes 
Window Cleaner 
Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

 

If you are enjoying the St Marks Café Cookies and Coffee, 

would you please take a moment to sign up to bring the         

cookies one week? Debbie Wright said that 3 dozen cookies              

is the perfect amount. Any leftovers are taken 

to the Gathering Service. 

The sign-up sheet is in St Marks Café. 

 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 

          We hope to get them to you in February. 

The St Marks Give a Crock  program will be kicked off this month. The 

first “official” meal will be  “Five Ingredient Chili.”                                      

It will be assembled and delivered by the St Marks United Women        

in Faith in mid-January. Several generous monetary donations are 

helping to purchase crock pots and food. However, donations of             

ingredients are needed for each “recipe of the month” and will          

allow more people to get involved in supporting this program. 

The recipe for February is a “Savory Slow Cooked Chicken” Donations of rice (in 1 lb. packages if 

possible), cans of chicken or vegetable broth, and seasonings including paprika,                                     

onion powder, salt, pepper and dried parsley would be appreciated. 

Thank You 

January and February                       

donation requests for the                                    

big black barrels. 



Multi-Generational Mission Trip 

June 3-10, 2023 

The purpose of this mission trip is to re-kindle 

and foster the connection between multiple                  

age groups here at St Marks. We will be using 

SCORE International which offers customized 

mission trips. Pastor Dave wants to ease your 

mind that you will be in comfort and well taken 

care of. Mission work will be done at a school and 

an orphanage of children with special needs.            

We will teach discipleships in communities, in the 

past we became a traveling VBS. We have translators to help with that. We will put on plays and 

play games. We will feed a village. We take clothing donations with us to hand out. To see the full 

informational video go to stmarksfindlay.org and look under “broadcasts.”  

Register to go on the website under “events.” 

 

 

 

On Friday, February 10, 2023, St Marks will host Night to Shine,                  

sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation. Night to Shine is an                     

unforgettable prom night experience, centered on God’s love, for                 

people with special needs, ages 14 and older.   

 St Marks wants to make this night as incredible as possible for 

our guests AND their parents. Volunteers are asking local vendors for 

donations of items for gift bags for the Prom Kings and Queens and for 

their Parents. (As you would expect, many of these parents can’t just 

drop off their children. So, St Marks is creating a place where parents 

can relax and still peek in on their loved one to make sure all is well.) If 

you would like to donate please call or email the church and Tina will 

make sure the appropriate committee chair will give you a call.                         

419-422-4236 or TAisel@stmarksfindlay.org. 

Fanny Crosby—The Most  Prolific Hymn Writer of All Time 

The favorite hymn "Blessed Assurance" is one of more than 8,000 
penned by a blind, musical visionary.  

 “Blessed Assurance" is one of the most beloved songs in the United 
Methodist Hymnal. The person who composed this classic is credited 
with writing 8000 hymns in her lifetime--despite losing her sight six 
weeks after birth in 1820. 



 

                         UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH PLANS for MISSION u 2023 

The theme for MISSION u 2023 will be “Living the Kin-dom” a 2- year study for 2023-2024. If 

you are interested, why not make plans with a friend(s) to attend. 

 MSSION u 2023 will be held in two sessions – the first will be an in-person session planned for    

June 16 -18, 2023 at the BERGAMO CENTER, 4400 Shakertown Road, Dayton, OH 45430. The 

facility is very impressive with the housing, cafeteria, meeting rooms and the grounds.                    

Although the final budget is still being prepared, the approximate cost is very affordable -                  

under $200 per person for the entire weekend, which includes room/board/food/activities.                 

(Note: we can accommodate 28 single occupancy rooms (two accessible rooms) and 31 double 

occupancy rooms for a total of 90 people.) 

       

Fanny Crosby continued… 

Fanny Crosby was not held back at all by her blindness. And probably the words of her poetry 
and hymns helped more people to see and know and experience Jesus as anybody with two 
working eyes and 20/20 vision. 

From the age of 15, Crosby attended the New York Institute for the Blind and later joined the 
faculty and met her husband there. Alexander Van Alstyne, blind himself, was supportive.            
He often transcribed his wife's poems since Crosby could not write and composed the lyrics 
entirely in her mind. 

Crosby's writings never brought her wealth. She was often paid just a dollar or two per poem 
with the rights to the songs being retained by the composer or music publishers. At one point, 
the songstress was destitute but Crosby wrote in her autobiography that the songs were God's 
work and not for profit. Any royalties she received were often donated toward the mission work 
she championed with immigrants and the poor. "Pass Me Not O' Gentle Savior" was penned 
while Crosby was working in prison ministry. 

In 1850, the poetess experienced a conversion at Chelsea Methodist Episcopal Church in New 
York. Crosby was drawn to the denomination's work with the marginalized. 

"Rescue the Perishing" was written one night after Crosby prayed with men at a city homeless 
shelter. Crosby's songs spoke to the social issues of the day including the temperance            
movement and the campaign against child labor. Her writing process always started with a 
prayer and she sometimes composed six or seven poems a day. Setting a personal goal of 
winning a million people to Christ through her hymns. Crosby said many times, "Don't waste 
sympathy on me, I'm the happiest person alive." She passed away in 1915, at the age of 94. 

Her life was her hymnody and at the rate at which she wrote she didn't have time for much 
else. That was her passion. 



Have you recently found yourself in a situation where someone 

is asking for help and you just don’t know what to say?                     

We often get calls at the church from people looking for food or 

shelter and I’m so happy to be able to respond with a helpful 

suggestion, “You can use the internet to go to                                      

HancockHelps.org.  It’s a one-stop website with connections to 

all the resources available in Hancock County.” 

  If you have a minute, you should check it out. 

 

St Marks Play Café 

Thursday, January 19 

February 2nd and 16th 

March 9 
 

Let’s Play Ladies 

A few years ago the women of St Marks                                                                              

got together to share an afternoon of fun and fellowship. 

Let’s do that again. 

Monday, January 16 (M.L. King Day) 

12:30—2:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Bring your favorite game and maybe it will get played.                        

Yahtzee, Uno, Clue, Euchre, whatever. 

Lemonade will be provided.   

Bring a friend, sister or daughter if you like.  

There will be no charge, no childcare, and if the weather is bad it will be cancelled. 

If you want to come, but need a ride please call Tina at the church and she will get back to you. 



Are you or someone you know experiencing grief? 

St. Marks offers a unique opportunity to share and heal 

through our GriefShare program. 

GriefShare is a nondenominational, Christian based              

support group open to anyone grieving the death of a 

family member or friend.  No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process.  

You might consider inviting someone you know who is experiencing grief and support them by 

attending with them. We welcome both men and women.  There will always be two male leaders 

and two female leaders in each group so you are never alone.  

GriefShare combines watching video seminars featuring Christian experts discuss grief and            

recovery from a biblical perspective: group discussion and personal study and reflection with a 

workbook used through the week.  Each of the experts have experienced significant loss.             

The weekly topics are: Is This Normal?, Challenges of Grief,  The Journey of Grief,  Grief and Your 

Relationships,  Why,  Guilt and Anger,  Complicating Factors,  Stuck,  Lessons of Grief,  Heaven,  

and  What Do I Live For Now. 

The 13 week study is open to adults with a recent or past loss.  It begins Wednesday , February 

22, 2023. It will be offered at 10:A.M. or 6:30 P.M.  The content is the same at both morning and 

evening sessions, so choose  the  time that is most convenient for you. 

Register by calling the church office at 419-422-4236 or Linda Colwell at 419-423-3951.               

Pre-registration is suggested so that adequate materials can be ordered, but is not required. 

Join us in February for our Journey from Mourning to Joy. 

Memorials 

For  

Bill & Trent Litten 

 

Cliff & Diane Hite 

Shelly Rumler 

The Revocable Living Trust                            

c/o Carol Litten 

Memorials 

For  

Terry Baker 

 

Judy Whetstone 

Linda Whetstone 



I was so excited to get this email. 

Tina - 

I know you sometimes like to include church history in the newsletter.  I was researching the 
history of Scouting in the area and came across the attached news article from the January 
18, 1938, Republican Courier about the start of Troop 8 at the First U. B. Church. Bob Christie 
tells me this was the original Troop 308 currently sponsored by St. Marks. According to 
Bob, the 30 added to the eight in the early50's. There are still some things around with just 
troop 8 on it.  

mark miller 

Thank you, Mark! 

It was so fun to look at this  

article and so many of the 

other stories printed  that day.  

I’m just sorry I had to crop the 

newspaper page in order to 

get it to fit on this page. I had 

to cut off the advertisement 

for the Royal Theater.  

“YOU CAN’T HELP                       

LOVING ...AND HATING HER!” 

Barbara Stanwyck is                   

“Stella Dallas”                          

Plus FEATURE No. 2                   

Loretta Young and                             

Don Ameche in                              

“Love Under Fire.” 

And at the HARRIS THEATER 

Katherine Hepburn and           

Ginger Rogers in “Stage Door.” 

And on their stage Saturday 

was “A Ton of Fun”                                

6 Big Acts of Vaudeville. 

I wonder if it was a ton of fun? 


