
February 2020 



Pastor’s Point of View - Pastor Dan Metzger 

Dear Church Family, 

 

As you may have heard, there has been news recently about a possible schism in the United 
Methodist Church along the lines of human sexuality.  A theologically diverse group of people 
from around the denomination will be bringing “A Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace 
through Separation” to the May 2020 General Conference to be held in Minneapolis.  The 
hopes of this protocol is that a new denomination would be formed comprised of traditionalist 
Methodists.  If adopted, churches and annual conferences would be able to vote to leave the 
United Methodist Church to join this new denomination, while retaining their property.  Clergy 
would also have the ability to transfer their credentials to this new denomination.  The        
protocol can easily be found online, so I will not take the time here to highlight all of its details. 

 

There are a couple of points I want to clarify.  First, nothing is a done deal.  This may or may 
not actually make it to the floor of General Conference, and even then it is no sure thing that it 
will be adopted.  I will do my very best to keep the church informed.  If you read things about it 
in the news that are confusing, be sure to contact me.  I will do my best to help us understand 
what is happening.  The reality is, most of our media outlets are not very familiar with church 
polity, and so they often get things wrong. 

 

Secondly, I want to assure you that no matter what happens with all of this, our mission at      
St. Marks has not changed.  We are still going to be a disciple-making church who loves our 
community and does everything we can to bring people of all walks of life to come to know the 
saving love of Jesus Christ.  No vote in Minneapolis or anywhere else will ever change that.  I 
believe God has a mission and purpose for this church, and I intend to lead us to accomplish all 
that has been laid before us.  

 

So I ask that you would be in prayer for all of those who are making decisions regarding the  
future of our denomination.  Be in prayer for the leadership of our church as we seek to know 
and understand God’s will for us.  And be in prayer for all of those who our church has yet to 
reach with the good news of Jesus. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Dan 



 

St. Marks Collects the  
Following for Charity 

 
UMW [Marlene Yoxtheimer] 
 Box Tops for Education. 
 
 WTGN Radio-97.7 Lima 
     [Garth Beatty] 
 

 

M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus who 

 

 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   
 

Reaching and nurturing those 
who don’t know Jesus. 

 

 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 
 

February 15, 2020 
Gateway Church 

9555 County Rd. 9, Findlay 

BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 
 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of age.  To get on the email list for the group, email 
Mike Noggle at nogglem61@gmail.com or give Mike a call at 419-306-7248. 

Meeting Time and Location 
  8:00 a.m.  Scrambler Marie’s  1st Saturday of every month 

  8:00 a.m.  We Serve Coffee  3rd Saturday of every month 

Sermon Series Books 
 

If anyone is still interested in purchasing 
any of the books Pastor Dan is using for his 
Sermon Series, they are now available in 
the Church office.  Books may be            
purchased during normal church office 
hours 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Monday through     
Friday.  Books can be purchased with      
either cash or a check.  Checks are to be 
made payable to St. Marks United         
Methodist.  Books that are still available to 
purchase are:  The Story - NIV for Adults - 
$6, The Heart of The Story - $13, The Story   
Devotional - $11, NIRV The Story for Kids - 
$10, The Story for Children - A Storybook 
Bible - $15 & The Story for Little Ones - 
$13. 

ELEVATOR DEDICATION 

 

Please join us for the elevator           

dedication on February 2, 2020 at 10:00 

a.m. in the main lobby of the church. 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL 

Join us at the DOCK on February 9, 2020 at 10:00 
a.m. for a Fellowship Meal.  
 

There will be no Sunday School classes on    
February 9.  



SCHEDULED EMMAUS WALKS 
FOR 2020 

 

                 Upcoming 
        Dates        Emmaus Walk 
 
2/6/20 - 2/9/20 Women’s Emmaus Walk 

3/12/20 - 3/15/20 Men’s Emmaus Walk 

6/4/20 - 6/7/20 Women’s Emmaus Walk 

10/8/20 - 10/11/20 Women’s Emmaus Walk 

11/5/20 - 11/8/20 Men’s Emmaus Walk 

Worship 
Gatherings 

 

February 
Sermons 

 
Sermon Series 

“The Story” 
 

February 2 
Resurrection 

John 20:1-2;16-18 
Pastor Dave 

 
 

February 9 
Early Church 

Acts 1:3-9 
Pastor Dan 

 
 

February 16 
Paul 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 
Pastor Dan 

 
 

February 23 
Heaven 

Revelation 21:1-7 
Pastor Dan 

 
 
 
 
 

United Methodist Women 
Self-Denial Offering 

 
Ruth Circle 

Monday, February 3, 2020 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Program Leader  Diane Hite 
Hostess   Marlene Yoxtheimer 
    2220 Greenacre  Dr. 
Co-Hostess  Marlene Yoxtheimer 
 

Lydia Circle 
No Meeting in February 

    
If you have questions or would like 

further information, 
please contact Diane Hite 

at 419-957-0832 or dihite@woh.rr.com. 

 

Memorials 

In Memory of Ron Cornwell 
 

By Searching for Philos 
Sunday School Class 



 

 
February Sunday School 

 Offerings 
 

Sunday School Classes & Teachers 
 
 

Builders/Founders  
 

Charles Bishop &  Mike Noggle 
 

February - “The Message of  
Romans” by John Stott 

 
 

Covenant 
 

Barbara Hochstettler 
 

February -  “The Story Study Guide:  Getting 
to the Heart of God’s Story” by Randy Frazee, 

“The Story Small Group Study Guide” & 
DVD 

 
 

Searching for Philos 
 

February - ”The Story Small Group Study 
Guide” & DVD 

St. Mark’s United    
Methodist Women have 
collected Box Tops for 
Education for many 
years.  Each logo clipped 

from a food or non-food eligible      
product is worth cash for a participating 
school.  St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Women donate to Red Bird Mission 
School in Beverly, Kentucky.    
 
The new Box Tops mobile app uses    
state-of-the-art technology to scan your 
store receipt, find participating       
products and instantly add Box Tops to 
your school's earnings online.  The    
mobile app is available through Google 
Play or the App Store.  Once installed, 
you can choose Red Bird Christian 
School as the earnings recipient.  Then 
when you shop, tap the scan button to 
snap a photo of your receipt within 14 
days of purchase.  

 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Women 
will continue to collect and submit 
clipped Box Tops as long as they are   
valid (each has an expiration date).  We 
will also collect receipts from those who 
may not have access to the mobile app.   
 
Thank you for your 
continued  support of 
St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Women and 
Red Bird Mission! 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

GriefShare is a support group offered through St. Marks.  No matter what the      
circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process. 
 

GriefShare combines watching professional video seminars featuring Christian    
experts discuss grief and recovery from a biblical perspective, group discussion, 
and personal study and reflection with a workbook used through the week.  Each 
of the experts have experienced significant loss. 

 

Join us in February to walk your Grief Journey with us. 

 

This 13 week study will be held at St. Marks on Wednesdays beginning                
February 19 until  May 13.  It will be offered at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.  The    
content for daytime and evening will be the same and follow the same          
schedule.  Choose the time that is most convenient for you. 

 

To register for the 13 week study or to ask questions, call the church office        
(419-422-4236) or Linda Colwell (419-423-3951).  Another option is to register at 
the Connection Center.  Pre-registration is suggested but not required so that     
adequate materials can be ordered. 

 

Visit GriefShare.org for more information. 

 

Join us in February for our Journey from Mourning to Joy. 



                                       ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

                                       2019 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 12/31/2019  

   

1.            2019 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2019 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES   

 Year To Date 

 12/31/2019 

Actual General Giving Received through 12/31/19 $497,359  

Actual General Expenses Paid through 12/31/19 ($488,203) 

  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 12/31/19 $9,156  

Yearend Adjustment-Transfer from General Fund to BI/MM Fund Due to Excess in General Fund ($9,156) 

  YTD Actual General Giving Equal to Actual General Expenses Paid through 12/31/19 $0  

   

Total Original 2019 General Operating Budget was $554,060.  $10,655 was needed weekly to 
cover operating expenses.  

  

The average weekly General giving through 12/31/19 was $9,565.  This was short by $1,090 as 
of 12/31/19.  

  

Total 2019 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment was 30% or $18,100.                   
St. Marks UMC paid $21,000 which was $2,900 over and above our Commitment.  

  

2.                  2019 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2019 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS   

 Year To Date 

 12/31/2019 

Actual Mission Giving Received through 12/31/19 $28,379  

Mission Giving Required for 2019 Mission Budget Needs through 12/31/19 $27,976  

 YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2019 Mission Budget Needs $403  

  

Total 2019 Mission Budget was $28,000.  $538 was needed weekly and $7,000 was needed per quarter. 

2019 Payments: Q1 $6,800; Q2 $8,500; Q3 $6,700; Q4 $6,400.  Year to Date Payments $28,400.  

  

  



Leadership Team January Newsletter 

 

The St. Marks Leadership Team met for the first time in 2020 on January 21.  This year’s team 
has a great range of members, with people on the team from 2 to 42 years of membership at 
St. Marks.  The Leadership Team is very excited to work together to continue the mission of 
St. Marks in 2020. 

 

During our first meeting, Linda Whetstone, Treasurer of St. Marks, presented the end of year 
financials for 2019.  St. Marks ended in the black for 2019, while also paying more                 
Apportionments than committed!  This allowed some funds to be transferred to the Building 
Improvements / Major Maintenance fund at the end of the year. 

 

Other items of discussion for our first meeting included:  the new St. Marks Branding Team, a 
group from St. Marks heading to Kansas City in the near future for a Church Hospitality      
Conference, final items to complete the Elevator Project, and increased membership of         
St. Marks.  With regards to the Elevator Project, the dedication of the Elevator will be held on 
Sunday, February 2, at 10:00 a.m.  This is the culmination of a lot of hard work and prayer by 
the entire Congregation.  We also have seven people in the New Member’s Class working    
towards becoming new members of St. Marks in February, and we are planning on three     
babies being baptized in the next two months. 

 

The year 2020 will certainly be an exciting year for St. Marks!  If you ever have any questions 
or would like a subject to be discussed at a Leadership Team Meeting, please do not hesitate 
to reach-out to any of the Leadership Team Members. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

St. Marks Leadership Team 


