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Pastor’s Point of View - Pastor Mark Hollinger
We are about to enter into the season of Lent. Lent is the six Sundays leading up to Easter
Sunday. Lent is a season that has been recognized and observed by the church since the
third century. It became more ritualized and uniform in the fourth century after Christianity became the legal religion of the Roman Empire (313 AD). So it’s been around and observed for a very long time. Most main-line denominational churches celebrate Lent, including the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian, United Methodist, Anglican and some
Baptist churches. It is a season of 40 days in which we are to reflect on our mortality and
our sinful nature. It is a season in which Christians are encouraged to examine their lives
for sinful elements (attitudes, habits, etc…) that ought to be exorcised, a time for fasting
and to invest ourselves in a more disciplined prayer life and the reading and reflection on
God’s Holy word.
In the early church, Lent was a time in which new converts to the faith were prepared for
Holy Baptism. It was also a time in which people who had committed serious sin and had
separated themselves from the life of the faith community were reconciled back into the
church through penitence and forgiveness and thus restored to full participation in the life
of the church. In this way, the whole church was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness
proclaimed in the good news of Jesus Christ and the need we all have to renew our faith.
The forty day season of Lent is reminiscent of Jesus’ days in the wilderness where he encountered the temptations of Satan (as recorded in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and
Luke) in which Jesus fasted forty days and nights in preparation to begin his earthly ministry. There is also a parallel event in Moses’ life in Exodus 34 after the golden calf debacle
of the Hebrew people. Moses fasts for forty days and nights up on Mt. Sinai in preparing
to receive the second set of tablets of the Ten Commandments having destroyed the first set
upon discovering the sin and unfaithfulness of the Hebrew people in turning to the idol of
the Golden Calf. The fasting of Christians has become less dynamic or promoted from the
pulpit given some of our medical and dietary requirements. However, many Christians still
give something up for Lent (think chocolate, or candy or TV or something else that would
be a sacrifice in the practice of self-denial). I personally encourage giving up something less
physical and more to the way of spiritual formation, such as giving up lying, negativity,
grumbling, gossip or something which you know is holding you back as a follower of
Christ.
The Lenten season starts with Ash Wednesday. I don’t know if you could accurately term
Ash Wednesday as a worship “celebration,” because it is marked with somber reflection of
our sinful nature, a call to confession, marked with scripture and a message that reminds us
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that we are sinners and because of our mortal nature, death is a part of our earthly destiny.
There is an imposition of ashes on our foreheads as a reminder of the call to repentance
which is reminiscent of this practice of repentance throughout the Old Testament. Ash
Wednesday is set to remind us that we are mortal and bent to sinning, and it is only because of God’s mercy in Christ that we are given renewal and an inheritance of eternal life.
I hope that you join us on Wednesday, February 14 (yes, it falls on Valentine’s Day this
year) at 7:00 p.m. in St. Marks’ sanctuary for our Ash Wednesday service. It will be a call
to repentance and a call for spiritual renewal. I hope and pray that you will observe a Holy
Lent this year and find God in Christ especially present in your life as we move toward the
Easter Celebration.

Psalm 103:13-14: As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are
dust.

St. Marks Collects the
Following for Charity
Transform campaign update:

UMW [Marlene Yoxtheimer]

As of December 31, 2017, we have
$756,035 pledged and have received
$618,831. We are on our way. Any money
designated will be directed toward: “Church
Expansion Fund.” This is marked on your
envelopes. You can also donate online on
the St. Marks website.



1. Go to stmarksfindlay.org
2. Click on the ONLINE GIVING tab
3. In the ONLINE GIVING box, click on the
myowngiving.com
link.
Donations are designated to Transform/
Capital Campaign.

Box Tops for Education.

Chopin Hall [Carlton Rule]



Food [no glass], bath soap, toilet tissue,
paper towels, cleaning supplies, etc.
Used clothing can be dropped off at
Chopin Hall [Mon. & Wed. a.m. and Tues.
& Thurs. p.m. at back door]

WTGN Radio-97.7 Lima [Garth Beatty]


HELP SUPPORT

ST. MARKS UMC DOMINICAN MISSION
TRIP
WHERE: 1971 Tiffin Avenue, Findlay
WHEN: Tuesday, February 20
FROM: 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
For St. Marks to receive credit for your Panera sale (to be put towards the Dominican Republic
Mission Trip), a printed or electronic version of the flyer must be shown when ordering at the bakery café. Printed flyers are available at the Connection Center or in your Sunday bulletin as an insert. If you choose to do this online, enter “FUND” as your Promo Code to have a portion of your
proceeds donated to the Dominican Republic Mission Trip. These flyers may not be passed out in
or around the cafe during your event.

GRIEFSHARE TO BEGIN NEW CYCLE
Are you experiencing grief?
GriefShare is a support group at St. Marks open to anyone grieving the death of a family
member or friend. No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process.
You might consider inviting someone you know who is experiencing grief and support them
by attending with them.
GriefShare combines watching video seminars featuring Christian experts on grief and recovery from a biblical perspective; group discussion; and personal study and reflection with
a workbook used through the week. The weekly topics are: Is This Normal?, Challenges of
Grief, The Journey of Grief, Grief and Your Relationships, Why, Guilt and Anger, Complicating
Factors, Stuck, Lessons of Grief, Heaven, and What Do I Live For Now.
This 13 week study is open to adults with a recent or past loss. The sessions begin
Wednesday, March 7 at 6:30 p.m.
You can register by calling the church office at 419-422-4236 or Linda Colwell at
419-423-3951. Another option is registering at the Connection Center. Pre-registration is
suggested so that adequate materials can be ordered but is not required.
Be sure to visit GriefShare.org for more information.
Join us is March for our Journey from Mourning to Joy.

Pretzel Day
Exploring the symbols of Lent & Easter
through hands-on activities!

FREE for children
3 years – 5th grade

Ash Wednesday
The Beginning of Lent

There will be an Ash Wednesday
worship service in the church
sanctuary starting at 7:00 p.m.
on February 14, 2018 along with
the imposition of ashes.

RSVP www.stmarksfindlay.org (Go to News/Events tab)

YMCA Community Good Friday Breakfast - Volunteers Needed
After an absence of a year, an effort is being made to bring back the decade old tradition of a Community
Wide Good Friday Breakfast benefitting the YMCA’s youth scholarship fund. For the last 25 years or so, the
event has been held at St. Marks. The Band of Brothers (BOB) Men’s Breakfast Group is looking to spearhead the return of this event which this year is scheduled for Friday, March 30, 2018 in the D.O.C.K. Anyone
in the church, male or female, wishing to volunteer to help with this wonderful Holy Week observance, please
contact Mike Noggle at nogglem61@gmail.com or Mark Miller at mcmiller963@aol.com.
2018 Greater Findlay Area Emmaus Walk Schedule
March 15 – 18, 2018 – Men’s Emmaus Walk #78
June 14 – 17, 2018 – Women’s Emmaus Walk #104
October 4 – 7, 2018 – Women’s Emmaus Walk #105
November 1 – 4, 2018 – Men’s Emmaus Walk #79
If you are interested in attending one of these wonderful retreats held right here at St. Marks, you may
contact Mike Noggle at (419) 306-7248 or at nogglem61@gmail.com or Pastor Mark.

Monthly Emmaus Gatherings – New for 2018
The Emmaus Community meets for a Gathering at St. Marks on the third Tuesday of each month. In 2018 a
new format for the Gatherings is being implemented. The Gatherings will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall with a meal. The main course and a side will be provided. Those attending are asked to bring
a side dish or dessert to share. Board announcements, sign-ups for Kitchen Help and the Prayer Vigil as well
as Prayer Requests will all be done during this time. At 7:15 p.m., the Worship Service will begin in the
Sanctuary. Our next Gathering will be Tuesday, February 20, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. Please come for a wonderful
time of food and fellowship.

ARISE ALL NIGHTER
Feb. 18-19

Event for Teens ONLY/Grades 6-12 ONLY
8:30 p.m. - Event Registration/Check-in at St. Marks
800 S. Main St., Findlay, OH 45840
9:00 p.m. - Event Start Time
Speaker - Jeff Stimpson
Worship Band - "The Restored"
11:00 p.m. - Go to Dave and Busters
5001 Monroe St., Toledo, OH 43623
6:00 a.m. - Event End Time
******************************************************************
Money for this event is due by cash or check the night of February 18, 2018
during Event Registration.
$55 if registered by February 4, 2018
$60 if registered after February 4, 2018
For every 8 kids, a church adult will receive free admission. Everyone must still
register for the event.
We have Dave and Busters rented out so it's just our group.
Register at http://bfcarlington.info/student-ministries/arise-all-nighter
******************************************************************
If you have any questions, comments or concerns please email Clayton Baltzer at
clayton@bfcarlington.info.

Worship Gatherings

February Sermons
Sermon Series
“Called and Sent”
February 4
“The Call of Peter”
Luke 5:1-10; John 21:15-17
February 11
“Whom Shall I Fear?”
Psalm 27:1; Daniel 3:16-17
Avery Charles
Sermon Series
“Encounters with Christ”
February 18
“Caiaphas”
Matthew 21:12-15;
Matthew 26:1-4, 57, 59-63a

Memorials
Donation to Memorial Fund
Builder’s Sunday School Class

In Memory of Jean Musgrave

February 25
“The Death of Death”
Pastor Dave
John 11:30-44

By Bill & Carol Litten
In Memory of Jean Nye
By David & Debra Cartledge
By Steve & Anita Heintzelman
In Memory of Katy Schwinn
By Ruth Smith

February Sunday School
Offerings
Sunday School Classes & Teachers
Builders/Founders
Charles Bishop, Mike Noggle &
John Richter
Faith in Action
February - Self-Controlled, Upright,
and Godly Faith
Covenant
Barbara Hochstettler
February - Romans
Searching for Philos
John Carson
February & March - “Follow”
by Andy Stanley - Video Series

Soul Seekers
Tim Bechtol
February - “Twelve Ordinary Men”
By John MacArthur

United Methodist Women
Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Self-Denial Offering
Luanne Circle - 7:00 p.m.
Program Leader
Hostess
Co-Hostess

Jeanne McCaffrey
Fannie Dauterman
15100 Birchaven Ln., #223
Lynda Beatty
Lydia Circle

No meeting in February.
Naomi Circle - 7:00 p.m.
Program Leader
Co-Hostess

Tracy Hiller
Tracy Hiller
St. Marks - Parlor

If you have questions or would like further
information, please contact Diane Hite at
419-425-4483 or dihite@woh.rr.com.

M I S S I O N:
Our mission is to
make followers of Jesus who

love God,

Mobile Food Pantry

love others
and change the world.

February 10
First Presbyterian Church
2330 S. Main St.

V I S I O N:
Reaching and nurturing those
who don’t know Jesus.

St. Marks United Methodist Church Leadership Board Minutes

Location: Fellowship Hall

01/23/2018, 6:30 p.m.

Attendance: M. Hollinger, C. Arnette, S. Kuhn, K. Kuchera, D. Charles, L. Huffman, D. Anderson, M. Imber, B.
Shufelt, L. Clark, T. Babcock. Guest: Mike Noggle
Welcome: We opened with the 800 Prayer.
Discussion Topics — Statement was made Sunday about St. Marks’ guidelines for non-ordained leadership
(non-traditional relationships, including homosexuals). Opened for discussion, not to make any decision
or take any action today, but to bring up any concerns. There are attendees of the ReFuel class on human sexuality who do not like the policy (they think there should be prohibitions against certain types of
relationships for leaders). Board members personal opinions seem to be diverse, representative of the
congregation. The current policy is intended to work best for the whole congregation. The Board will
wait for this ReFuel class to be finished to revisit this issue.
A question was, why did the Board even make a decision in 2015 when it’s not really an issue? The reason was because we wanted to have time for discussion and pray proactively, instead of making a policy
reactively. It was also brought up that every leader who works with the youth in any measure undergoes a full background check.
When this policy was written in 2015, it was put in the minutes which are published for everyone to see,
but the Board admits it was probably not followed through in the best manner. An Adult Ministry
Guidebook was generated from the discussions in 2015, but it was not thoroughly distributed to all adult
leaders.
This document and the Safe Sanctuaries handbook will be distributed to all Board members. Also, the
United Methodist Book of Discipline will be sent out to the Board. (note: these documents are public
and open to all – contact the church office) After Board members fully understand all of these documents, concerns can be raised.
- Leadership Board Roles & Responsibilities were presented and reviewed
Key Metrics (compared to last year)
Attendance 1st service (down 3% from last year), Attendance 2nd service (down 15% from last year—
last Sunday had abnormally low attendance, and we’re only counting 3 weeks in the year)
Children’s Sunday School (up 50%), Youth Sunday School (unchanged), Adult Sunday School (down
15%)
Radiate (unchanged), Spark Kids (unchanged), Adult Small Groups (up 45%)
Cash Collected / Cash Spent: still closing the books from 2017, will get numbers out next month.
Team Reports:
Pastor Concerns / Report — addressed in Discussion Topics
Staffing Concerns — none presented
Liaison or Committee Concerns/Progress — none presented
Building Concerns — The two Facilities liaisons (Marv and Ken) were not present

St. Marks United Methodist Church Leadership Board Minutes

Location: Fellowship Hall

01/23/2018, 6:30 p.m.

Agape Plan — Mark brought Valentine’s Day cards for the Board members to sign for the St. Marks shut-ins.
Idea for next month—We had three Board members just step off—Jeff Joseph, Jeff Hauenstein, Garth
Beatty. Or Emmaus Board, 18 of them (who meet at 7:00 p.m. on the 1st Tuesday of the month in
the Builders Room). Cynthia will make cookies for the Emmaus Board.
Prayer Requests, God Sightings were discussed and prayed over.
Book Study “Growing Young” — A small team of Board members will lead a church assessment. All members
will likely take part in surveys / feedback. Volunteers for that team: Dave Anderson, Brian Shufelt.
New Business:
Mike Noggle came to the Board about his plan to do a community event to have the Band of Brothers do
a breakfast on Good Friday at 6:30 a.m. to benefit the YMCA.
- Also, Mike is the St. Marks rep. for the Emmaus Board. The 2018 dates are set and will be in the
Newsletter. Emmaus is concerned with storage space—members of the Emmaus community propose to
clean, seal, and paint (to remedy water/mold damage) the room under the chapel stairs (not being used
now). They would cover all expenses—if they got the room for storage. Marv and Ken, who are the
Facilities liaisons, were not present, but they will be consulted.
- Regarding Christian Clearing House, can the Mission budget be looked at to determine if more of it can
go to CCH? Mike will talk with Steve Shiparski about it. Also, CCH holds an annual pancake breakfast and
rummage sale fundraiser. Could St. Marks learn to take over the rummage sale and donate the funds to
CCH? Mike was encouraged to attend the next Missions Team meeting—February 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Next Meeting: February 27, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
Board Members read Growing Young Chapter 4 and 5 for next month. David A. will lead the discussion.
Mark Hollinger will send out UM Book of Disciplines and Adult Leader Handbook to the Board.
Dave Charles will send out the youth Safe Sanctuaries policy to the Board.
Linda Huffman will cover the Adult Ministry Guidebook with adult Sunday School leaders.
Cynthia will do Agape this month.

ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2017 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 12/31/2017
1.

2017 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2017 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES

Actual General Giving Received through 12/31/17
Actual General Expenses Paid through 12/31/17
Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 12/31/17
Yearend Adjustment-Transfer from General Fund to BI/MM Fund Due to Excess in General Fund
YTD Actual General Giving Equal to Actual General Expenses Paid through 12/31/17

Year To Date
12/31/2017
$509,379
($508,626)
$753
($753)
$0

Total 2017 General Operating Budget was $570,335. $10,761 was needed weekly to cover operating expenses.
The average weekly General giving through 12/31/17 was $9,611. This was short by $1,150 as
of 12/31/17.

* Total 2017 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% was $21,400.
St. Marks was able to pay $9,000 towards our 2017 West Ohio Apportionment commitment.
1.

2017 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2017 MISSION ACTUAL EXPENSES

Actual Mission Giving Received through 12/31/17
Mission Giving Required for 2017 Mission Budget Needs through 12/31/17
YTD Actual Mission Giving Less Than 2017 Mission Budget Needs

Year To Date
12/31/2017
$26,724
$28,090
($1,366)

Total 2017 Mission Budget was $28,000. $530 was needed weekly and $7,000 was needed per quarter.
Payments: Q1 $5,600; Q2 $7,800; Q3 $4,495; Q4 $6,810. 2017 Year to Date Payments $24,705.
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the dead:
There’s a big problem in America’s churches, as the first two
chapters of Ken Ham’s coauthored book Already Gone
demonstrate. Two-thirds of young people are walking away
from the church by the time they reach college age, and
many aren’t coming back. As Already Gone has shown, many
of these young people are leaving because they have unanswered questions about the Christian faith that led them to
doubt God’s Word. And if God’s Word can’t be trusted, then
why should we trust the gospel that comes out of the Bible?

Ultimately some solutions propose the issue of the trustworthiness of God’s Word. We play into the desire for man—not
God—to be the authority by picking and
choosing which parts of the Bible we want to believe. But the
Scriptures always treat God’s Word as powerful and authoritative.
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness. -Timothy 3:16Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes
from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (-Peter 1:20–21And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the
word of God, which is at work in you believers.
-1 Thessalonians 2:13So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ. -Romans 10:17-

And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's
house—for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest
they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham said,
‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he
said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses
and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone
should rise from the dead.’ -Luke 16:27–31Scripture claims to be the very Word of God and to hold the
authority of God himself. How can we treat it any differently?

We won’t see a return of committed believers who think, act,
and believe what Scripture teaches if we water down the authority of God’s Word and place ourselves in the
position of God over his Word. This will lead to us
compromising on biblical teaching with worldly values and
diluting the message of the gospel. We are seeing this
happen throughout the church, and it will only get worse if
we don’t treat the Bible as the authority for life.
What we’re seeing is no different from what we read in Genesis 3:1:
He [the serpent] said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You
shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
Through the serpent, Satan tempted the woman by getting
her to doubt God’s Word. This very same attack is being
used today. Actually, the Bible tells us in advance that
Satan will use the same attack on us he used on Eve.
But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure
devotion to Christ. -Corinthians 11:3-

Are we leading people’s thoughts away from a sincere and
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any twopure devotion to Christ by causing them to doubt the Word
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
of God?
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. -Hebrews 4:12An excerpt from Answers in Genesis
And Jesus considered the writings of Moses (the Old
answersingenesis.org
Testament Law) more persuasive than someone rising from

