
December 2022 

MISSION: 

Our mission is to 

Make followers of Jesus who 

Love God, 

Love others 

And change the world 

 

VISION: 

Reaching and nurturing those 

Who don’t know Jesus. 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Christmas is undoubtedly my favorite time of year, and one of my favorite 
parts is that I have the awesome privilege of telling and re-telling the           
Christmas story. I get to dig in deeper each time, finding new angles and un-
derstandings of just what happened through the incarnation. For me, there 
is really no greater picture not only of our story, but of God’s story. This is 
the all-loving God who refused to honor the “No Vacancy” signs in the             
Bethlehem of our hearts, the intrusive God who is determined at all costs to 
be Emmanuel, God with us. It draws us into the story of our relationship 
with the God who is at work to transform kingdoms on the earth into the 
kingdom of God. 

I love the way Thomas Merton wrote it: “Into this world, this demented inn, 
in which there is absolutely no room for Him at all, Christ has come                      
uninvited…it is not the last gasp of exhausted possibilities but the first taste 
of all that is beyond conceiving.”  

The story we tell at Christmas is nothing less than the shocking                          
announcement of the God who never stops coming down to search for             
people like Joseph and Mary through whose lives God’s new life, new peace, 
and new hope can be born. The God we meet at the manger is the God who 
never stops knocking on the closed doors of our lives in a relentless attempt 
to come in.  

We’d all like to convince ourselves that we have it all together, that there are 
no empty places in our lives, that we have everything we need to be filled. 
But the truth is we hang “No Vacancy” signs around the dark places in our 
souls and conflicted corners of our world. There are rooms where we don’t 
want Jesus to go. The gospel is a stark reminder that, like the imaginary             
innkeeper in Bethlehem, the coming Christ challenges us to take down our 
“No Vacancy” signs, to acknowledge our emptiness, so that Christ can be 
born anew in our lives and in our world.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan 



BAND OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

(BOBAS) 

Band of Brothers (BOBAS) is open to all men and women, regardless of age.  
  

The group meets the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of every month, at 8:00am,  at 
 Scramblers. To get on the email list for the group,  email Bruce Beck at 

Brucevonbeck@gmail.com. 

 
Extra Curricular Mission Groups 

Interested in joining a small Bible Study Group? 

Sunday Night Grace Small Group would love to have new members. 

They meet Sunday evenings at 5:00 pm every other Sunday.                   

They begin with fellowship and continue with book study. 

If interested, call David Weissling at 419-889-7365. 

Thank You to the many volunteers who worked the Live Nativity. 

The men who built the stable, the actors, the animal handlers, the craft coaches, the pizza 

runners, and finally to Mr. and Mrs. Santa. 

The two Adult Sunday School Classes have decided to continue to meet together in                 

Fellowship Hall at 10:00am. The classes on Christmas and New Years Day are cancelled but 

will     resume on Sunday, January 8th to finish up “The Journey.” If you are interested in            

joining their Bible Study, January 15 would be a good time as they are beginning the David 

Jeremiah study called, “Where Do We Go From Here?” 



St Mark’s Live Nativity 2022 

God blessed us with another perfect evening to hold the Live Nativity. 

The weather was mild for our guests to walk on the front lawn and view                                                       

our stable and the penned animals. 

Inside the DOCK were stations of crafts for the children, a photo backdrop, SANTA and Mrs. Claus! 

Twenty-nine and a half Little Caesars pizzas were also eaten.  



*********************************************************************************************** 

We would like to say a BIG thank you to the Leadership Team members who will be ending their       
3- year term in December 2022. These members include Kathy Crates, Tom Christy, Holley Hannah, 

Shannon Spencer and Phil Mosier. They began their service in January 2020 and led our church 
through the challenges we faced during the pandemic. We appreciate all of their time and                   

leadership during the last three years.  
We would also like to extend a warm welcome to the new Leadership Team members Mark Miller, 

Aaron Johnson, Dan Denhoff and Sherri Frantz as they begin their term in January 2023. We are 
grateful for their willingness to serve the Church by being a part of this team. 

The View Outside My Window 

The house at 824 S Main Street had a fire back in early May 2022. It’s what I see from 

my desk. Everyone I talked to thought it would have to be torn down. The damage 

looks extensive. And it has been a nuisance with curious trespassers. Much to my    

surprise, the  owner of a construction company stopped at the church to tell us he has 

been hired to restore the house. He plans to have a roof over it by the end of the year. 

Summer 2022 picture above,  December below. 

The floors were burnt out. These 

brave men are walking and working 

on scaffolding planks.  



Multi-Generational Mission Trip 

June 3-10, 2023 

The purpose of this mission trip is to re-kindle 

and foster the connection between multiple                  

age groups here at St Marks. We will be using 

SCORE International which offers customized 

mission trips. Pastor Dave wants to ease your 

mind that you will be in comfort and well taken 

care of. Mission work will be done at a school and 

an orphanage of children with special needs.            

We will teach discipleships in communities, in the 

past we became a traveling VBS. We have translators to help with that. We will put on plays and 

play games. We will feed a village. We take clothing donations with us to hand out. To see the full 

informational video go to stmarksfindlay.org and look under “broadcasts.”  

Register to go on the website under “events.” 

St Marks “Give a Crock” Program 

The St Marks United Women in Faith are helping Barbara Lockard to begin a new mission program. “Give a 

Crock” is a unique way to encourage nutritious and economical meal preparation for area residents who 

earn less than 200% of the Federal Poverty Guideline, or do not have the mobility to shop or prepare 

meals. In January, St Marks will pilot the program with the resident families of Hope House. The 10           

mothers will get a brand new crock pot and all the fixin’s for chili.  

Starting in January, we will be collecting the following items that are staples of many crock pot recipes: 

spices (including chili powder, salt and pepper), pasta (spaghetti, penne, macaroni, spiral), cream of mush-

room soup, beef and chicken broth, canned green beans, canned kidney beans, canned tomato paste and 

sauce, small kitchen utensils and paper towels. We will also need Ziploc baggies in every size.                        

Please, look for clear plastic collection box in the lobbies. 

Night to Shine 2023  

St. Marks is honored to be chosen 
to host "Night to Shine" on                       
February 10, 2023!                           

Night to Shine is an unforgettable 
prom night experience love for 
people with special needs                              
- ages 14 and over.  This coming year, Night to Shine will celebrate its ninth anniversary as                      
thousands from around the world will come together on the same night to honor those young peo-
ple with disabilities by throwing them the Best Prom Ever!   You can sign up to attend or to volun-
teer at stmarksfind.org/night-to-shine 



Members of St Marks Youth Group 

assembled and delivered personal 

hygiene packages for the clients at 

City Mission. 

A Family Fun Night!  

Make a Gingerbread Nativity together, play 

games, sing Christmas songs. 

Wednesday, December 21 

6:30—8:00pm (in lieu of Spark Kids) 

In the DOCK 

Sign up at stmarksfindlay.org 

The cost is $5 per family to help offset the 

price of the supplies for the evening. 

One more night of Spark Kids in December.  

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

St Marks Play Café 

Thursday, December 15 
 



     Both circles have already met in December.  

Lydia Circle does not meet in January or February. 

Ruth Circle will its next meeting Monday, January 9, 2023 

2022 Disbursements  

UMCOR $300.00 

Red Bird Mission $100.00 

Friendly Center, Toledo $125.00 

Wesley Education Center, Cincinnati $125.00 

Staff (Jerome, Ed, Tina) $300.00 

Adopt-a-Native-Elder program $125.00 

Samaritan's Purse $100.00 

Community Development for All People, Columbus $125.00 

Navigators $100.00 

Lease Coin Offering (Heifer International)  

1 goat $120.00 

1 hive of bees $30.00 

TOTAL 

$1,550.0
0 

Thank you, everyone for supporting  our many fundraisers this year. We wanted to share 

with you how the monies we raised have been distributed to help women, children and 

families in the all around the world. 

As you can see we, donated to      

several United Methodist Missions, 

our Navigators and new this year      

the Adopt-a-Native-Elder program.            

Tammi Addington brought this           

worthy charity to our attention and 

our hearts grieved for their poverty. 

Whenever we gathered for 

meetings, we tossed our loose 

change into a basket and at the end 

of the year it added up to $150.00. 

This was used to buy a goat and a 

hive of bees for farmers in Africa. 

The donations you gave us on Pi Day were sent to World Vision Ukraine Relief. We collected 

cleaning supplies for both the City Mission and the Hancock County Animal Shelter. The                 

donations you gave at the Baked Potato Bar were given to the “Give a Crock” program.  

The UWF also sends greetings cards all year round to the shut-ins of St Marks.  

We will also be working  closely with Barb Lockard and the “Give a Crock” Program.  

If you are interested in joining us we would be delighted. We are a small group of dedicated 

women who do so much more than bake cookies and pies. We have a need for more hands      

especially as the “Give a Crock” program grows.  You can talk to our president, Anita 

Heintzelman, or call the church office to join. 



 Dean Durliat—Dec 3 

Kellie Bibler—Dec 4 

Tricia Davis—Dec 4 

Jeanne Wasbro—Dec 5 

Steve Heintzelman—Dec 6 

Timothy Haines—Dec 6 

Elijah Mosser—Dec 9 

Grace Heitkamp—Dec 10 

Rachel Haines—Dec 10 

Betty Pool—Dec 11 

Natalie Winans—Dec 12 

Nathan Haines—Dec 13 

Johnna Richter—Dec 15 

Kathy Harris—Dec 16 

Leah Johnson—Dec 16 

Matthew Bechtol—Dec 17 

Bruce Beck—Dec 20 

Holley Hannah—Dec 20 

Jesus Christ—Dec 25 

Carol Litten—Dec 25 

Aaron Bressler—Dec 26 

Genie Benroth—Dec 28 

Mark Miller—Dec 28 

Ashlee Johnson—Dec 28 

Tyler Joseph—Dec 29 

Scott Wagner—Dec 30 

Zelma Bay—Dec 31 

James Adkins—Dec 31 

If I’ve missed your birthday, it’s probably because that information is not in the church database. 

If you like, give me a call and I’ll take care of it.    St Marks UMC  419-422-4236  

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where someone is asking for help and you just don’t 

know what to say? We often get calls at the church from people looking for food or shelter and 

I’m so happy to be able to respond with a helpful suggestion. “You can use the internet to go to                    

HancockHelps.org It is a one-stop website with connections to all the resources available in               

Hancock County.”  If you, gentle reader, have a minute, you should check it out, too. 

Trivia Question 

Do you know the name of our Praise Band? 



Did you notice the gorgeous Christmas tree             

in the lobby? There is a matching one                             

in the DOCK.  

Bev and Steve Huffman spent hours on them. Steve 

said it best when he wrote to me, “Hopefully the 

trees will brighten not only the church lobbies but the 

hearts of all who enter the buildings throughout                 

this blessed holiday season.” 

The congregation was both surprised and                 

delighted when two new church members were 

baptized in the sanctuary. We think it is the first 

time an immersion was performed in the                  

sanctuary of St Marks. Pictured is Pastors Dan and 

Dave holding new member Carl  Trimble. Looking 

on is Carl’s mother, Brenda Trimble. She chose to 

be baptized by aspersion. (sprinkling) 

St Marks Encourages You to Welcome our Newest Members 

Phil & Peggy Pitt 

The Theiss Family: Jeremy & Stephanie and their two sons Grant and Lucas 

Carl Trimble  

and  

Brenda Trimble 

The name of the Praise Band is: Crossing 



Christmas Offering Envelopes 

Please Note that contributions in the offering envelope marked in your numbered envelope boxes as “MY CHRISTMAS OFFERING” are 
specifically designated to the “OTTERBEIN HOME.” 

2022 Year-End Contributions to St Marks 

In order to receive a tax deduction for 2022, all contributions to St Marks United Methodist Church must be postmarked no later than De-
cember 31, 2022. According to IRS regulations, we cannot  issue a tax-deductible receipt for 2022, regardless of the date on the check, if the 
envelope in which the contribution is received is postmarked after December 31, 2022. Please mail your year-end gift early to ensure proper 
credit for the 2022 tax year. Your contributions should be turned in no later than the last Sunday of December (12/25/202), in order for your 

contribution to appear on your 2022 Contribution Statement.  

                                        ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

                                        2022 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 11/30/2022   

     

 
1.                  2022 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2022 GENERAL ACTUAL EX-
PENSES    

    

  
Year To 

Date  

  11/30/2022  

 Actual General Giving Received through 11/30/2022 $452,109   

 2021 IRS 941 COVID-19 Tax Relief Reimbursement Received in January 2022 $24,771   

 Actual General Expenses Paid through 11/30/2022 ($475,119)  

 
  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 
11/30/2022 $1,761   

 
Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 11/30/2022. Paid $16,125 as 
of 11/30/2022 $0   

   YTD Actual General Giving More than Actual General Expenses Paid through 11/30/2022 $1,761   

     

 
Total 2022 General Operating Budget is $535,700.  $10,302 is needed weekly to cover 
operating expenses.   

 
The average weekly General giving through 11/30/2022 was $9,419.  This was short by 
$883 as of 11/30/2022.   

    

 

*  Total 2022 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $14,900.  To 
date we have paid $16,125, so our unpaid balance to the West Ohio Conference as of 
11/30/2022 is $0.  Note:  Any further West Ohio Conference Apportionment payments 
in 2022 will be above & beyond what was budgeted this year.   

   

 2.                  2022 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2022 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS    

    

  
Year To 

Date  

  11/30/2022  

 Actual Mission Giving Received through 11/30/2022 $35,085   

 Mission Giving Required for 2022 Mission Budget Needs through 11/30/2022 $25,824   

   YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2022 Mission Budget Needs $9,261   

    

 
Total 2022 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per 
quarter.   

 Payments: Q1 $9,200; Q2 $9,950; Q3 $7,700.  2022 Year to Date Payments $26,850.   

    



 

St. Marks United Methodist Church 

800 South Main Street 

Findlay, Ohio  45840 

 

St. Marks United Methodist Church 

Phone: 419-422-4236    

stmarksfindlay.org 

Church office hours: Mon—Thurs,  9am—3pm 

Ministers – All at St. Marks who follow Jesus 

Dan Metzger, Senior Pastor 

Dave Charles, Associate Pastor 

James Adkins, Director of Contemporary Worship 

Curynn DeWitt, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 

Kathy Newell, Choir Director 

http://www.stmarksfindlay.com/

