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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
It is no coincidence that we celebrate Christmas on December 25th. While we have no actual 
record of the date of the birth of Jesus, in the first centuries after the birth of Christ the win-
ter solstice was marked as December 25th on the Roman calendars. For early Christians, this 
longest night of the year was a perfect symbol of the coming of the “Sun of Righteousness.” 
As St. Augustine said, “Hence it is that He was born on the day which is the shortest in our 
earthly reckoning and from which subsequent days begin to increase in length. He, there-
fore, who bent low and lifted us up chose the shortest day, yet the one whence light begins 
to increase." 
 
Whether or not Jesus was actually born on December 25th is really of little importance. How-
ever, what has become incredibly important is what our celebration at this time symbolizes: 
light breaking into the darkness. The Gospel of John begins this way: “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the be-
ginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:1-5) Jesus is our light that shines in the 
darkness. 
 
On December 21st, the date we recognize as the winter solstice, a new tradition has arisen 
over the years known as “Blue Christmas.” On this date, the longest night of the year, before 
we begin to celebrate the recognition of the Light of Christ coming into the world, we admit 
that sometimes life is dark. We lose loved ones. We live in grief. We have times of despair. 
Sometimes the expectation that we have a joy-filled holiday season is too unrealistic to bear.  
 
During the holiday season, many are not ready to sing "Joy to the World." Whether this is 
the first Christmas without someone we love, or we are still hurting from loss or maybe have 
been suffering for a long time, on this evening as darkness comes, we still worship God in 
the midst of mourning. We shed tears if they come, hold hands if they are available, and join 
our voices with one another and our forebearers in faith who still cry out, "How long?" 
 
And so we pray: 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Comfort us and all who mourn this night. 
Give us strength to grieve as we must. 
Help us receive your healing in the midst of our pain, 
and find new order after the chaos of loss; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Dan 



In-person church services are not safe at this time so please  

join Pastors Dan and Dave and their Special Guests  

on Facebook or YouTube 

LIVE from the Sanctuary in St Marks 

• December 13 Third Week of Advent 

   10:00 am 

   Hymns: What Child Is This                                                                
   Good Christian Friends Rejoice                                                                                     
   Soloist: Jan Miller 

• December 16 Church Chat—Noon (Special Surprise Guest!) 

• December 20 Fourth Week of Advent 

   10:00 am 

• December 21 Winter Solstice—Blue Christmas  

• December 23 Church Chat—Noon 

• December 24 Christmas Eve Drive Thru Nativity 

   Also Pick-up your Communion and Candles 

   Noon—2:00 pm 

   Christmas Eve Service  

   Feel Together—Watch Together 

   Begins at 7:00 pm  

 

• December 25 Christmas Day 

   Celebrate Jesus’ Birth                                                     
   Call Your Family & Friends 

 

• December 27 Pastor Dave   



 

M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus who 

 

 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   
 

Reaching and nurturing those 
who don’t know Jesus. 

 
 

 

 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 
 

December 5, 2020 
First Presbyterian Church 

2330 South Main St. 

BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 
 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of age.  To get on the email list for the group, email 
Bruce Beck  at BruceVonBeck@gmail.com 

Bob is currently meeting for food, fun and fellowship via ZOOM on the first and third Saturday’s of the 
month. You can join them from the comfort of your own couch or breakfast table.  

Zoom invitations will be sent to the brothers on the list. 

 

Memorials in Honor of Betty Folk 

From 

Jim & Genie Benroth 

Lloyd & Jennifer Carruthers 

 

 

The January/February 2021 Issue of 

The Upper Room 

is here and available for pick up at the front 

door during office hours. 

Monday—Thursday 9—3. 

 

 



Planning Your  

Christmas Eve Like No Other 2020 

Christmas Eve is a time that we long to come 

together to celebrate the birth of our Lord. And 

your Worship Team has come up with an idea 

to make that happen even though we have to 

stay physically apart. Starting this week, they 

are video-taping all the important parts of a 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in St. Mark’s 

Sanctuary: Organ music, a Sermon, Christmas 

Carols, Prayers, Communion, Candle Lighting, 

and a Special Choir Performance.  The  idea is 

that if all of us start watching the video togeth-

er at 7 pm Christmas Eve we will be united to-

gether in our rejoicing!  

And that’s not all. To increase the feeling that 

you are celebrating as one with your brothers 

and sisters in Christ, St. Marks will be having a 

parking lot drive thru where you can pick up 

your pre-filled communion cups and candles 

(or glow sticks) for the Candlelight Service. Oh, 

and it will be a drive thru that will get your 

Christmas Spirit soaring! You’ll get to see your 

favorite Pastors, a LIVE Nativity, and other de-

lightful surprises. Thursday, December 24th 

noon—2:00 pm. 

So, the rest of the planning is up to you. Can 

you connect a laptop to your tv so you can 

watch on the big screen? Make drip-catchers 

for the candles? Will you 

dress up?  And why not          

invite your friends and    

family to join in the love? 

Worship 
Schedule 

 

December 
Sermons 

 
Sermon Series 

Advent -  
Four Witnesses 

 
December 6 

Mark 
Mark 1:1-8, 14-15 

Pastor Dan 
 
 

December 13 
Luke 

Luke 2:1-14 
Pastor Dan 

 
 

December 20 
John 

John 1:1-18 
Pastor Dan 

 
 

December 24 
A Christmas Eve to 

Remember 
Pastor Dan 

 
 

December 27 
To Be Determined 

Pastor Dave 



 

You can thank Tim Bechtol for creating this tricky puzzle for you to solve. 



 

Merry Christmas from the Durliat Family.  

Our family wants to share a few favorite family traditions with all of you.  

1. We start the holiday season with frosting cutout cookies and making      
gingerbread houses on Thanksgiving. 

2. As a family we decorate the Christmas tree complete with ornaments 
from each year's family vacation. 

3. Cheeseburgers and French fries on Christmas Eve along with some version of acting out the                    
Christmas Story--- 

4. On Christmas day- Christmas crackers, English trifles and a birthday cake for Jesus 

5. The day after Christmas breakfast is an extended family dinner with dried beef gravy and                     
sugared grapefruit 

6. The season ends by finishing it off with a family snowmobiling trip. 

 

While this Christmas will be different for everyone, remember to keep Jesus close in your heart and if 
you can't do some of your normal traditions find a new tradition!! Celebrate Jesus and his love                
for everyone. 

God Bless and Merry Christmas, 

Dean, Laura, Amelia, Agnes, Clarence and Anna 

 

Jeff Hauenstein has been sitting in the church parking lot for 3 days now giving away Christmas 

Trees. He shared that over the years he has gotten to hear many heart-warming stories from 

the delighted recipients: many single parents, young families, and more than once people who 

have lost a loved one that “always hosted Christmas” so now they need to carry on the          

tradition. But today he heard a story that had him reflecting on just how far of a reach our 

Christmas Tree Give-Away has in the community. Jeff got a call from a social worker who asked 

to have a tree delivered to her home just blocks from the church. She asked him to leave it on 

the front porch and not to be surprised when he saw her Menorah. She is Jewish, but the tree 

is going to be picked up by her neighbor who will        

decorate it and take it to a Catholic Church supported 

refugee resettlement community just south of Findlay. 

Some of the asylum seekers are refugees and children 

from as far away as Mexico. Our mission of OUTREACH is 

being accomplished. 



Merry Christmas from Jane Ellis. 

Jane wrote in to share that her favorite Christmas Carol is         

“I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day”. 

And she dated herself by sharing that her favorite Christmas 

gift was the Dionne Quintuplet Dolls 

that she got from Santa. 

Her three words to describe this year: 

Disruptive / Reader’s Paradise / Digital 

 

     
  

Christmas Offering Envelope 
 

Please note that contributions in the offering envelope marked in your numbered      
envelope boxes as “MY CHRISTMAS OFFERING” are specifically designated to the 
“OTTERBEIN HOME.” 

2020 Year End Contributions 
to St. Marks 

In order to receive a tax deduction for 2020, all contributions to St. Marks United Methodist 
Church must be postmarked no later than December 31, 2020.  According to IRS regulations, 
we cannot issue a tax-deductible receipt for 2020, regardless of the date on the check, if the 
envelope in which the contribution is received is postmarked after December 31, 2020.  
Please mail your year-end gift early to ensure proper credit for the 2020 tax year.  Your contri-
butions should be turned in no later than the last Sunday of December, (12/27/2020), in or-
der for your contribution to appear on your 2020 Contribution Statement. All 2020 stock sale 
contributions should be finalized by no later than Friday, December 11, 2020. Please contact 
Linda Whetstone prior to December 11th if you have questions regarding your 2020 stock 
sale contributions. 

Due to the holidays, the church will be closed on:   
 

December 25, 2020 
and                  

January 1, 2021 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 



   

 

                                    Today 

                           in the 

                       town of 

                       D a v i d 

                           a SAVIOR 

             has been born 

      t o Y O U. 

      He is Christ 

 the LORD 
********************************************* 

M E R R Y   C H R I S T M A S 
_____________________________________________________________________ 



Christmas shopping on-line this year? Don’t forget to use 
AmazonSmile and support the Children’s & Family Ministry 
of St. Marks while you shop! 

 

AmazonSmile is an ongoing fundraising effort that supports 
the Children's & Family Ministry of St. Marks.  If you already 
have an Amazon account, you're halfway there!  Simply log 
onto smile.amazon.com to register your account & select 
“St. Marks United Methodist Church (Findlay)” as your 
charitable organization. The Children’s & Family Ministry 
will receive .5% of every Smile-eligible purchase. 

  

Share us with your friends & family, too. The more folks we 
have shopping under smile.amazon.com, the more support 
we'll receive! 

 

 Log in to smile.amazon.com 

 Sign in using your email and Amazon password 

 Add “St. Marks United Methodist Church” to your    
charitable organization of choice (be sure to select 
the Findlay, OH church as there are several St. 
Marks) 

 Shop as usual.  If a product is eligible, it will say Eligible 

for  donation.  Thank you! 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F&h=gAQFUcIU-AQFhd4oOwx05wj3-G7Wdi5FoNh9q2zKfmEABGQ&enc=AZPuY7ff4tjcrFmvRa901CFTuq6W0AKyChPrpJmtxqnajvaC50CTXo9GmzS3GWnEr7AUyNv9ctoK09wo-ofKd2Hr-y5B_mJ612-FcKaqePKcyajBDpE3JEsFpT0Q6tqHVifeV99cOVAL9g
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F&h=UAQGxlfup&s=1
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St. Marks United Methodist Church 

Phone: 419-422-4236    

stmarksfindlay.org 

Church office hours: Mon—Thurs,  9am—3pm 

Ministers – All at St. Marks who follow Jesus 

Dan Metzger, Senior Pastor 

Dave Charles, Associate Pastor 

James Adkins, Director of Contemporary Worship 

Curynn DeWitt, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 

Kathy Newell, Choir Director 

http://www.stmarksfindlay.com/

