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Christmas is here and it came earlier this year than it did last.  I am sure that it will manage 

to come earlier next year.  The date hasn’t moved but the sales promotions, holiday music 

and the Christmas specials have moved to an earlier date of airing and offering than in the 

year past.  I suppose it may always be this way until we actually have Christmas in July.   

Where will those Christmas in July parties and promotions be then?   

I should be happy that our society wants more of Christmas.  Of course, the disconnect with 

our society and Christians is the meaning and purpose of Christmas.  The songs are great 

although they’re pretty much all secular with little mention of either Jesus, Lord or God.  “The     

River” in Toledo, 101.5 FM, started playing Christmas music the first of  November.  Yester-

day I intentionally listened to the songs until I heard some mention of God.  It took five songs 

until that happened.  I don’t mind the sales and specials because gift giving and thinking of 

others is a good part of where Christmas is centered.  But so much is lost on the “me” doing 

and getting for Christmas rather than the Lord’s giving and us praising the greatest of all 

gifts, love coming down to us in the person of Jesus Christ.     

Christmas is a very busy time of year for a pastor.  We are trying to make sure that      

Christmas celebrations of the church traditions are good and to the glory of God.  In addi-

tion, we are also tending to the business of the coming year.  This includes the organization 

of the ministries of the church and the activities for the coming year as well as our family 

Christmas celebrations and, of course, gift giving and buying.  But I still love Christmas.  I 

don’t get pressed over Christmas much.  Well, alright—maybe just a little bit here and there.  

When I do get stressed, I truly do remember that Christ is the meaning of Christmas.  No 

matter what else happens, I know that God loves us and wants us to have a joy and peace 

that extends far beyond outside trappings and possessions. 

This year our Advent sermon series is “Imagine.”  We are preaching on the traditional       

Advent themes of hope, peace, joy and love.  So, the first Sunday is “Imagine Hope” and 

then the second Sunday is “Imagine Peace” and so on.  Can we imagine a world with hope, 

peace, joy and love?  What would that world look like?  How could we be instrumental in 

making such an imagined world turn into reality?  We are challenged each and every day to     

envision God’s kingdom coming to earth as it is in heaven and then determining our small 

but significant role in making that happen in our corner of the world.   

Einstein said that imagination is greater than knowledge.  He was right because imagination 

takes us beyond the limited realm of knowledge to a place of visioning that can break the 

limits of our given reality.  So I hope that you enjoy all the things of Christmas.  Be sure  
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Transform campaign update: 

As of October 31, 2017, we have $756,035 
pledged and have received $545,675.  We 
are on our way.  Any money designated will 
be directed toward: “Church Expansion 
Fund.”  This is marked on your envelopes.  
You can also donate online on the St. Marks 
website.  

 

1. Go to stmarksfindlay.org 

2. Click on the ONLINE GIVING tab 

3. In the ONLINE GIVING box, click on the 
myowngiving.com  

       link. 

Donations are designated to Transform/
Capital Campaign. 

St. Marks Collects the  
Following for Charity 

 

UMW [Marlene Yoxtheimer] 

 Box Tops for Education. 
 

Chopin Hall [Carlton Rule] 

 Food [no glass], bath soap, toilet tissue, 
     paper towels, cleaning supplies, etc.   
 Used clothing can be dropped off at 

Chopin Hall  [Mon. & Wed. a.m. and Tues. 
& Thurs. p.m. at back door]  

 

 WTGN Radio-97.7 Lima [Garth Beatty] 

 

 

 

that the retailers have a good year.  But be sure to be generous not to just your own but to 

those outside the church.  We have “Toys for Tots” boxes at the church.  There are plenty 

of other opportunities to give to charities including the Salvation Army kettles.  Kathy and I 

invite you to come and celebrate with us the Christmas Cantata, “The Song Heard Around 

the World,” with the choir and a full chamber orchestra in the sanctuary on December 17 at 

7:30 p.m.  Our traditional Christmas Eve service is earlier this year at 7:00 p.m. in the 

church sanctuary.  It will be a wonderful celebration of music with a challenging message 

and the warmth of Christmas Eve traditions.  

So, when you start to get stressed and pressed during this “Holiday,” remember to take a 

moment and regard the true meaning of these “Holy days.”  Love came down from God’s 

throne of grace to show us His magnificent grace and love.  We cannot only  imagine hope, 

peace, joy and love but we can experience it deeply in our hearts and in the living of our 

lives.  
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800 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

What is “800 Prayer of Illumination?”  The “800” in 800 Prayer of Illumination, stands for 800 S. Main 
St. which is the address for St. Marks.  We are asking that you pray for your church. 
 

The theme for our prayers for the month of December is “EMPOWER.”  
 

Please see the  scripture below followed by St. Marks 800 Prayer of Illumination.  We are asking that 
you pray the prayer below at 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. along with additional personal prayers that you 
would like to lift to God. 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.  “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give 
you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT) 
 

Jesus, 
 

We believe that You have great plans for our church, and we seek to discover Your will for us. 
 

Renew our hearts so that we are open to the things You want to do through St. Marks. 
 

Help us to love with one heart, think with one mind, and speak with one voice as we share You with eve-
ryone.  Give us the courage to face the things that scare us and the boldness to overcome them. 
 

Thank you for sending Your Spirit to empower us.  Amen. 
 

When should we pray?  8:00 a.m., 8:00 p.m., during worship, church-related meetings, small group, 
music rehearsals, leadership board, trustees, Sunday school, youth meetings, etc. 
 

If you would like to have this prayer downloaded to your phone, text Dave Charles at 419-581-1139. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Please note that contributions in the offering 
envelope marked in your numbered envelope 
boxes as “MY CHRISTMAS OFFERING” are 
specifically designated to the ‘OTTERBEIN 
HOME.” 

 

 M I S S I O N:   
 

Our mission is to 

 make followers of Jesus who 
 

 love God, 

love others 

and change the world. 

V I S I O N:   
 

Reaching and nurturing those 

who don’t know Jesus. 

 

The Leadership Board will be tak-
ing applications to fill vacancies 
on the Board.  Applications and 
Leadership Board Description and 
Responsibilities are available in 

the church office and online as a link under Leadership 
Board.  If you feel called to serve in a larger capacity at St. 
Marks, please prayerfully consider how God might be call-
ing you to serve on the Leadership Board.  The deadline 
for applications is Sunday, December 17. 



    

 
 

December Sermons 
Sermon Series 

“Imagine” 
 

December 3 
“Imagine Hope” 

1 John 3:1-3; 1 Peter 1:3-4 
 

December 10 
“Imagine Peace” 

Luke 1:76-79 
 

December 17  
“Imagine Joy” 

Luke 3:3-6, 10-14 
& 

Christmas Cantata - 7:30 p.m. 
 

December 24 
“Imagine Love” 

10:00 a.m. Combined Service - 
Sanctuary 

Luke 2:1-15 
& 

“Light of the World” 
7:00 p.m. Combined Candlelight 

Service - Sanctuary 
To Be Determined 

 

December 31 
To Be Determined 

 

 

 December 1 & 2 Lights of Christmas 
   6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
   Out Front of Church & 
      Refreshments in the DOCK 
 
 

 December 17 Christmas Cantata 
   “The Song Heard ‘Round The World” 
      by Joseph M. Martin 
    7:30 p.m. - Church Sanctuary   
    
 

 December 24 Combined Christmas Eve 
      Worship Service 
   10:00 a.m. - Church Sanctuary 
   Childcare Provided 
     
 December 24 Christmas Eve - Traditional 
      Candlelight Service  
   6:30 p.m. Music Starts (brass, bells, 
                                         and organ) 
   7:00 p.m. Service Begins 
   Church Sanctuary/Childcare Provided 
    

 December 25 Christmas Day 
   Celebrate Jesus’ Birth With Your 
      Family & Friends 

 

Wherever you gather, have a blessed Christmas! 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 
 

December 9 

First Presbyterian Church 
2330 S. Main St. 

Worship Gatherings 



 

 

Let all the world in every corner sing!  
This is a season for music and celebra-
tion. 
 

Every culture in the world has its own 
Christmas legacy of song.  Wherever 
there is Christian worship, the eternal 

story of the Holy Family is decorated with a lavish diversity 
of tuneful praise. 
 

Join us  on December 17 for THE SONG HEARD ‘ROUND 
THE WORLD by Joseph Martin and enjoy the miracle of the 
birth of Jesus in a musical trip around the globe. 

We will be going to the Salvation 
Army on Wednesday, December 13 
from 6-8pm to help with Toys for 

Tots.  What a great way to reach out to our commu-
nity and bring Christmas cheer to children that are 
less fortunate.  It is kind of  set up as a "Toy Store."  
You will get wish lists from children then go around 
and fill a bag with toys from their list. The Salvation 
Army is located at 301 Center Street.  We will also be 
collecting new toys in the Toys for Tots boxes here at 
St. Marks UMC. 



 
 
 

December Sunday School 
 Offerings 

Sunday School Classes & Teachers 
 

 

Builders/Founders  

Charles Bishop, Mike Noggle & John Richter 

Faith in Action 

December - The Early Church 

Proclaims Faith in Christ 

January - A Living Faith in God 

February - Self-Controlled, Upright, 

and Godly Faith 
 

Covenant  

Barbara Hochstettler  

December - The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Searching for Philos 

John Carson 

December - “God is Closer Than You Think” 

by Andy Stanley 

Elsa Shrader will be leading this study.  
  

Soul Seekers 

Tim Bechtol 

December - “Twelve Ordinary Men” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

Luanne Circle - 7:00 p.m. 
* Date Change:  Monday, December 4, 2017 * 

 

Program Leader Jeanne McCaffrey 
Hostess  Jeanne McCaffrey 

            2005 Greendale Ave. 
Co-Hostess  Anita Heintzelman 

 

Lydia Circle - 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

 

Program Leader Shirley Klueter 
   St. Marks - Searching  
      for Philos Room 

 

Naomi Circle - 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

 

Program Leader Michelle Columber 
Hostess  St. Marks - Church 
Co-Hostess  Miriam Kuhn 

 
If you have questions or would like further 
information, please contact Diane Hite at 

 419-425-4483 or dihite@woh.rr.com. 

St. Marks Collects the Following for Charity 
 

 

UMW [Marlene Yoxtheimer] 
 Box Tops for Education. 
 

Chopin Hall [Carlton Rule] 
 Food [no glass], bath soap, toilet tissue, 
     paper towels, cleaning supplies, etc.   
 Used clothing can be dropped off at Chopin Hall  

[Mon. & Wed. a.m. and Tues. & Thurs. p.m. at back 
door]  

 

 WTGN Radio-97.7 Lima [Garth Beatty] 
  

 



 

 

 

 

You are invited to take some post-it notes and pray through the church, DOCK or both 

places.  Some examples in the church would be:  going to the organ and saying a pray-

er for our organists, going to the youth room and pray for our youth, pray and post in 

the custodian office, library, Sunday school classes, kitchen or wherever you feel the 

Holy Spirit moving you to pray.  In the DOCK, some examples would be:  going to the 

stage and praying for St. Marks worship band, Crossing, going to the nursery, kitchen 

or Boy Scout area and offering a pray at one of those locations.  Again, pray and post 

wherever you feel the Holy Spirit moving you to pray. 
 

You don’t have to write anything on your post-it note.  It’s simple to do.  
 

Pray and Post 
 

We will leave your post-it notes posted as evidence that we are praying for our church, 

the ministries of our church, our church ministry teams and leaders. 
 

Colossians 4:2  Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 
 

Matthew 7:7-8  (Jesus said)
 
“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and  

everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

Post a Prayer 
Anywhere 

On Christmas Eve, December 24, 
2017, there will be two worship 
services.  Both of these services 
will take place in the sanctuary 
and child care will be provided 

at each of these services.  At 10:00 a.m., there will be a combined 
worship service.  At 7:00 p.m., we will have our traditional 
Christmas Eve candlelight service 



In order to receive a tax deduction 

for 2017, all contributions to St. 

Marks United Methodist Church 

must be postmarked no later than December 31, 2017.  According to IRS 

regulations, we cannot issue a tax-deductible receipt for 2017, regardless 

of the date on the check, if the envelope in which the contribution is re-

ceived is postmarked after December 31, 2017.  Please mail your year end 

gift early to ensure proper credit for the 2017 tax year.  Your contributions 

should be turned in no later than December 31, 2017, which is the last 

Sunday in December, in order for your contribution to appear on your 

2017 Contribution Statement. 

Due to the holidays, the church 
will be closed on: 
 

December 25, 2017 
December 26, 2017 

 

 

January 1, 2018 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

From the Staff at St. Marks 

 

 

Come to Lights of Christmas 
on Friday, December 1 and/
or Saturday, December 2, 
from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
 

You won’t want to miss a 
night of celebrating the birth 
of Jesus and sharing the 
Christmas message with our 
community. 

 

Back by popular demand!  Starting December 3, the Sunday Night Grace 
small group is selling dog treats (6 per bag) and snowman soup 
(Christmas mug filled with cocoa fixings)  Cost of each is $5.  This year 
the proceeds will go to the Multi-Generational Mission Trip to the 

Dominican Republic.  We ask that, if possible, purchases be in cash.  If you need to 
write a check, please make it payable to a member of the small group. 
 

Be sure to stop by the Connection Center to make a purchase to help 
provide funds for the mission trip! 
 

2017 YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO ST. MARKS 



 
Worship 

December 2017 

In this chapter, Jesus performed one of His most amazing miracles. He multiplied five 

loaves and two fish to feed five thousand with lots of leftovers. The next day the crowd 

focused on receiving more miraculous bread. Jesus tried to shift their focus to the bread 

of life. Jesus is the life we need. In the same way food gives life to our physical bodies,  

Jesus came to give us Himself, spiritual food, that we might have abundant life today and 

for eternity. 

 

 

The crowd wanted Jesus to prove Himself on their terms. It’s like “Jesus, I’ll trust you if…” 

Is there something that is holding you back from relying on the bread of life? Give it to 

God now and then tell someone you trust so they can pray for you.  

It is sobering to think that people I shared Christmas with last year aren’t around anymore. I can’t text certain friends and 

wish them a Merry Christmas hoping to stumble upon a text from them later in the day. Joy is easy to find when things are 

going well… but what about in the midst of loss? 

Do NOT waste this Christmas. Sure, you are going to be around relatives that you love AND ones that absolutely get on 

your last nerves—but the sobering reality is this—what if it is the last Christmas you are able to spend with 

them? Personally, I want to live a life of no regrets—and Christmas is the best time of the year to make things right with  

others. 

This Christmas morning Courtney and I will be at my parents. I’m sure we will be exhausted from the 10 hour drive, but the 

kids will wake us up and head for the living room. We’ll read the Christmas story together as a family, open gifts and  

enjoy spending time with one another. I want every Christmas to be unforgettable for my family. 

Embrace relationships this Christmas. Hug a little tighter, laugh so hard that you get sick, make things right that have been 

wrong for awhile and enjoy the time that God gives you to spend with family and friends… create memories, make Jesus a 

birthday cake, drink in every moment and don’t take this time for granted—it truly is a gift from God. 
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                                       ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

                                       2017 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 10/31/2017  

   

2017 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2017 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES   

  

 Year To Date 

 10/31/2017 

Actual General Giving Received through 10/31/17 $400,489  

Actual General Expenses Paid through 10/31/17 ($421,895) 

  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving Less Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 10/31/17 ($21,406) 

Unpaid Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 10/31/17  ($13,900) 

  YTD Actual General Giving Less than Actual General Expenses Paid through 10/31/17 ($35,306) 

   

Total 2017 General Operating Budget is $570,335.  $10,761 is needed weekly to cover operating 

expenses.  

The average weekly General giving through 10/31/17 is $9,102.  This was short by $1,659 as of 

10/31/17.  

  

*  Total 2017 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $21,400.  

  

2017 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2017 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS   

  

 Year To Date 

 10/31/2017 

Actual Mission Giving Received through 10/31/17 $22,246  

Mission Giving Required for 2017 Mission Budget Needs through 10/31/17 $23,320  

  YTD Actual Mission Giving Less Than 2017 Mission Budget Needs ($1,074) 

  

Total 2017 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $530 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per quarter.  

Payments: Q1  $5,600; Q2 $7,800; Q3 $4,495.  2017 Year to Date Payments $17,895.  

  


