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A Pastor’s Point of View 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 A few nights ago, Holly and I found ourselves on our front porch, phones in hand, trying to 
work out our upcoming schedules. What days does Adelyn have to work? When does Renee have 
volleyball practice? Where are all of Emilia’s cheerleading competitions? There were some airport 
pickups, church meetings, and friends we really needed to catch up with. When we finished, we 
looked at our calendars, and then Holly said: “I miss quarantine.” And I knew exactly what she 
meant. 

 Of course, no one actually misses quarantine. For many, it was an incredibly isolating time. 
Nobody wants to go back to things being shut down, and it has been horrible to see so many people 
who are sick. But if there was a silver lining for us, it forced those of us who were too busy to slow 
down. We spent an incredible amount of time together: playing games, eating dinner, taking walks, 
and just watching movies together.  

 I was thinking about Jesus’ self-induced quarantine in the wilderness. After his baptism, he 
spent 40 days in prayer, spiritual reflection, thwarting Satan, and basically doing all of the things he 
needed to do to be ready to serve God and humanity to His fullest. And then, throughout his minis-
try, He was constantly running off to pray on some mountain somewhere or just to spend time 
alone. 

 How could He possibly find time in his schedule to do all of that? Did He have to cancel some 
previously scheduled dinner meetings or miss a couple of family reunions? What if somebody need-
ed to get ahold of Him…did He even have cell phone service out in the desert? 

 Somehow, it seems to me that our societal standards have shifted pretty far away from the 
things that Jesus seemed to prioritize. Caring for yourself in mind, body, and spirit has taken a back 
seat to “thou shalt get your child to soccer practice on time” and “thou shalt make thyself available 
at all hours to thy place of employment.”  

 We don’t need to go back to a life of quarantine to make this happen. We just need to re-
member God’s command to “remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy,” and Jesus’ explanation: 
“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” In other words, God specifically made 
a day each week meant to be devoted to rest and renewal.  

 So here’s my tip to you: put Sabbath on your calendar. You can call it whatever you want: 
family weekend, renewal, spa day, etc. Put it on your calendar, because I can promise you, some-
one is going to try to fill that time for you. They have project, a job, or a program that fits perfectly 
into that time slot. But if you schedule in your rest, you can honestly say, “sorry, I already have 
something on my calendar at that time!” And its not a cop out. It is incredibly important. So im-
portant, that God specifically created a day for you to rest.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan 



 

M I S S I O N:   

Our mission is to 
 make followers of Jesus 

who 
 love God, 
love others 

and change the world. 
 

V I S I O N:   

Reaching and nurturing 
those 

who don’t know Jesus. 

Just a note:  

As we continue to deal with Covid-19 and its variants, the custodians of St. 
Marks are making every effort to clean, sanitize and disinfect                       

both Church buildings to the best of their abilities.  

The signs on the doors may be down, but our guard is not.  

And as members, you need to do your part. If you or your spouse is feeling ill,  
or if you have been exposed to someone who has Covid-19– like symptoms,                

please don’t take a chance of spreading this highly contagious variant.               
Maybe you made a commitment to the Church or one of our events,              

just call and get a substitute.  

Everyone here will understand and love you all the more for your caution.  

Remember, you can always catch the 11:15 Service Online. 



The Children and Family Ministry Team  

have put together another Fabulous Family Event! 

 

The Community is welcome to join in the fun                                 

so invite your friends and neighbors ! 



Worship 
Schedule 

 
Sermon Series 

Knowing God:  
What is God like? 

   

 

 

 

August 8 
The Cop 

1 John 14:18 
Pastor Dan 

 
 
 

August 15 
The Old Man 

Hebrews 1:10-12 
Pastor Dan 

 
 
 
 

August 22 
The Slot Machine 

Matthew 16:25 
Pastor Dan 

 
 
 

August 29 
The Judge 
Hosea 6:6 

Pastor Dan 
 

HELP WANTED 

• Looking for Church members who 

are interested in becoming a Sound 

and Light Technician here at St. 

Marks. Hours are the occasional 

Sunday morning. 

• Looking for members to join the             

Hospitality Team. Brewing up coffee,  

serving cookies and greeting    

Church members Sunday mornings 

at 10 a.m. in The DOCK. 

Lost and Found 

Someone left a pair of crutches at the 

back of the Sanctuary. We have so 

many questions: 

Were they brought in for someone who 

forgot to take them? 

Was there a healing that we missed out 

on and those crutches were just tossed 

aside? 

If you know the answer to this mystery, 

please give us a call at the Church. 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Please join us in welcoming Seven                                           

New Members to our Congregation! 

 

Erik and Tina Aisel 

Chris Allen 

Dan and Kim Dehnhoff 

and 

Steve and Kathy Gase 

If you haven’t heard,                          

Marv & Jan Miller                                  

are selling their house and moving 

south to Carlisle, Ohio                               

to be closer to their children.           

Marv, we are all grateful for               

the many years that you took care 

of our beautiful Church.  

And thank you, Jan, for sharing your 

musical talents with us. You will 

both be greatly missed.  

We pray that all of your plans             

fall perfectly into place                       

and that you are very happy in              

your new home town. 

Please, come visit us often. 

Have you noticed how beautiful the Church 

grounds are looking? We have Suzi Richter 

and her work details to thank. Fifteen cubic 

yards of much were delivered July 19th and 

these fine folks pitched in and got the job 

done in just four hours. 

Suzi Richter & John Richter, Jr. 
Tim Babcock 
Dave Weissling 
Jeanne McCaffrey 
Janet Jones 
Linda Whetstone 
Doug/Lisa Hague 
 
Suzi also works and leads a team in weed-
ing and watering the flower beds and urns. 
 
Finally, we have to thank Ed, our hard-
working custodian, for he has trimmed up 
of the bushes.  
                  Thank you Everyone! 



St. Marks United Methodist 

2021 Leadership Team 

 
Trustees 

Glenn Barclay 

Tom Christy 

 

Chair 

Josh Fulk 

 

Finance 

Emily Feasel 

Phil Mosier 

 

Education 

Laura Durliat 

 

Communication 

Rex Bibler 

 

Missions 

Holly Hannah 

 

Stewardship 

Shannon Spencer 

SPRC (Staff Parish  

Relations           

Committee) 

Kathleen Crates 

Anita Heintzelman 

 

Hospitality 

Drew Mosser 

 

 

St. Marks United Methodist  

Additional Church Staff 

(419) 422-4236 

Church Treasurer 

Linda Whetstone 

 

 

Financial Secretary 

Janet Jones 

Admin. Assistant 

Tina Aisel 

    Custodians 

   Jerome McGowan 

   Ed Heaston 

 

These church members were elected to their positions last December at the 2020 

Charge Conference. In the United Methodist Church, charge conference is the annu-

al meeting at which business including the election of officers occurs. If you are inter-

ested in supporting any of these committees contact the Church office or Pastor Dan. 



Are you or someone you know experiencing 

Grief?  As we go forward from the Covid  

Isolation, many people have had to face 

more dynamics of grief. The isolation of 

Covid has made grief even more difficult   

for those experiencing it.  They have been 

more alone with their journey. 

 

GriefShare is a support group at St. Marks open to anyone grieving the death of a family member 

or friend.  No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process.  You might   

consider inviting someone you know who is experiencing grief and/or supporting them by 

attending with them.   

 

Think about who you may know who may have suffered loss through this isolation time and 

share this information with them.  Grief has no time line so the loss does not have to be recent 

to be able to benefit from the program. 

 

GriefShare combines watching video seminars featuring Christian experts discuss grief and recov-

ery from a biblical perspective; group discussion; and personal study and reflection with a    

workbook used throughout the week.  The program is nondenominational.  Each of the experts 

have experienced significant loss.   

 

The weekly topics are:  Is This Normal?, Challenges of Grief, The Journey of Grief, Grief and your  

Relationships, Why?, Guilt and Anger, Complicating Factors, Stuck, Lessons of Grief, Heaven, and  

What Do I Live for Now?. 

 

This 13 week study is open to any adult with a recent or past loss.  The sessions will begin 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2021.  It will be offered at 10 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.   The content of the 

morning and evening sessions are the same so choose the one most convenient for you. 

 

To register for the 13 week study or for more information, call the church office (419-422-4236)  

or Linda Colwell (419-423-3951).  Preregistration is suggested but not required so adequate     

materials can be ordered. 

 

 

Call Linda Colwell or visit GriefShare.org for more information.  



United Methodist Women 

Lydia Circle will meet on Wednesday, September 1, 2021 

at 10:00 a.m. in a classroom on the second floor.  

(This is necessary because Grief Share will be meeting  

in Fellowship Hall and they require privacy.) 

 

Ruth Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 7, 2021 

at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

(Meeting on Tuesday because Monday is Labor Day.) 

 

Interested in joining? 

Contact Diane Hite 

dihite@woh.rr.com 

Emmaus & Chrysalis Information 
Greater Findlay Area Emmaus 

www.findlayemmaus.org 

 

Greater Findlay Area Chrysalis 
www.findlaychrysalis.org 

 

Emmaus Gatherings 
Third Tuesday of every month in the 

Sanctuary of St. Marks. 

7:00—9:00 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome. 

 

For more information,                     
contact Elizabeth Coates at 

ryecoates@yahoo.com 

Scheduled Emmaus Walks            
for 2021 

 

October 7-10th       Women’s Walk 

 

November 11-14th        Men’s Walk 



The Mission Trip to Chicago 

was a success! Thank you  

for all of your prayers,      

The Holy Spirit was present 

and moving in all of our 

hearts! 

This was such a fun group of 

retreatants, they always 

jumped at the chance to sing 

their hearts out and stay up 

late!!!  Since we were so 

busy experiencing the love  

of God and growing in       

community, we don’t have 

many pictures from the        

retreat, so please enjoy           

a bus selfie!! 

To all of our team members 

and retreatants that aren’t  

going off to college soon, we 

hope to see you August 21st 

for our SLK lock-in!! 

Keep an eye out for more    

information! 



St Marks UMC 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, September 23 
11:00 am—5:00 PM 

The DOCK 
 

Schedule An  
Appointment Today. 

Redcrossblood.org 

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

BAND OF BROTHERS (BOB) 

  Is Back and Meeting In Person! 

Band of Brothers (BOB) is open to all men regardless of 
age.  To get on the email list for the group, email Bruce Beck 

at Brucevonbeck@gmail.com. 

Meeting Time and Location 

 8:00 a.m.  We Serve Coffee  1st & 3rd Saturday of every month 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s UMW has collected Box Tops for Education 
for many years.  Each logo clipped from a food or  

non-food eligible product is worth cash for a  
participating school. St. Mark’s UMW donates to  

Red Bird Mission School in Beverly, Kentucky.  
 

The new Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art  
technology to scan your store receipt, find participating 

products and instantly add Box Tops to your school's 
earnings online.  

The mobile app is available through Google Play or the 
App Store. Once installed, you can choose Red Bird 

Christian School as the earnings  
recipient. Then after you shop, tap the scan button to 

snap a photo of your receipt within 14 days of pur-
chase. 

Thank you for your continued support  
of St. Mark’s UMW and Red Bird Mission! 

Chopin Hall Donations 
We are able to leverage every     

dollar donated into many             
pounds of food. 

In 2016, the food/milk vouchers we 
handed out had a retail value of 

$786,000 and cost us only $68,000.  
(This dollar amount does not in-

clude the cost of food transporta-
tion or the purchase of other 

items we provide such as diapers, 
personal care items, laundry        

detergent, etc.)  

   
A monetary donation to CHOPIN 

Hall is worth much more than only 
its face value. 

 



 

Birthdays in August 

Laura Hauenstein—Aug 1 

Alberta Larson—Aug 2 

Lucy Anders—Aug 5 

Mark Kramb—Aug 5 

Brema Colvin—Aug 8 

Sue Gomez—Aug 9 

Krista Miller—Aug 9 

Becky Babcock—Aug 10 

Kayla Bates—Aug 11 

Kelsey Bates—Aug 11 

Shellagh Long—Aug 13 

Amanda Christy—13 

Ken Miller—Aug 13 

Dale Treier—Aug 13 

Sherri Frantz—Aug 15 

Valerie Milum—Aug 16 

Luke Bressler—Aug 16 

Shannon Spencer—16 

Connor Doe—Aug 17 

Jennifer Obenour–Aug19 

Ronald Harris—Aug 19 

Denise Anders—Aug 20 

Ellen Bugay—Aug 21 

Paul Bramley—Aug 21 

Miriam Breneman—Aug 21 

 

May God always provide you the most precious things 

in life: health, joy, peace and prosperity. 

Happy Birthday! 

Frances Poe called the church office and asked me 

to pass on her thanks for all of the lovely cards, 

calls and visits by her church friends and           

Pastor Dan. She had a lovely birthday weekend   

with visits from family. 

Gene Woods—Aug 22 

Chuck Bishop—Aug 24 

John Richter,Jr—Aug 25 

Michael Bredehoeft—Aug 26 

Tyler Stephenson—Aug 26 

Shana Coleman—Aug 26 

Adam Cramer—Aug 28 

Brooke Stephenson—Aug 28 

Catherine Jett—Aug 29 

Ellie Bechtol— Aug 31 

Eileen Stalets— Aug 31 

Jesika Henley—Aug 31 

Danika Henley—Aug 31 

 



Tina’s Treasures 

This month I thought I would enlighten you about an important part of our church archives. 

We currently have 5 books of Church Membership Records.  When you joined St Marks UMC 

we recorded your name and those of your family members. From then on we record, as best 

we can, the birth of your children, baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and deaths.  

Church records are a valuable resource 

for people interested in their family     

history.  Below is a picture of the first 

page of the first membership record book 

at St. Marks. It was started in 1900 and 

filled for 60 years. I was amazed the first 

time I had to record the death of a mem-

ber of our church and found his name in 

these old fragile pages.  



I was thinking about how difficult it was for me once to find the name of a member because 

she was only recorded as “Mrs. John Doe”. No first name of her own. It took some detective 

work to figure out if it was the right person. I thought I would go down to the archives to find 

an example.                                                                                                                                              

This is the first page of the second book of membership records. It was started in 1961.  

I didn’t find what I was looking for          

because the enlightened secretary who 

recorded these entries put the women’s 

maiden names in parenthesis.  

However, as I ran my eyes down the list of 

names I saw a last name I recognized: 

Wohlgamuth, Mrs. Dean (Lois McMaster)! 

Could it be one and the same? I had 

several clues.  

1) First, there is not an “X” next to 

her name, “X” indicates deceased. 

2) Was Lois’ maiden name Lois 

McMaster?  

3) Did she transfer from a Methodist 

Church in Patterson? 

I thought about giving her a call, but 

before I did I looked her up in our 

computer database. YES! It is her   

entry from 1961. 

A very satisfying conclusion. And I hope a nice surprise for Mrs. Lois Wohlgamuth.  

Yes, we do have a computer database but it only has information on our current members. 

Your name is in a book. The database helps us locate names, addresses, phone numbers and 

email addressed much quicker. So, should you ever need to know when you joined the 

church or when you were baptized , we just might have that information. 



 

                                        ST. MARKS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

                                        2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF 7/31/2021   

     

 1.                  2021 ACTUAL GENERAL GIVING VERSUS 2021 GENERAL ACTUAL EXPENSES    

    

  Year To Date  

  7/31/2021  

 Actual General Giving Received through 7/31/2021 $263,908   

 2020 IRS 941 COVID-19 Tax Relief Reimbursements $56,344   

 Actual General Expenses Paid through 7/31/2021 ($265,568)  

 
  Subtotal YTD Actual General Giving More Than Actual General Expenses Paid through 
7/31/2021 $54,684   

 
Unpaid Apportionment Payments Due to West Ohio Conference as of 7/31/2021 (1 mo. X $1,359)
* ($1,359)  

   YTD Actual General Giving More than Actual General Expenses Paid through 7/31/2021 $53,325   

     

 Total 2021 General Operating Budget is $516,600.  $9,935 is needed weekly to cover operating expenses.  

 
The average weekly General giving through 7/31/2021 was $8,797.  This was short by $1,138 
as of 7/31/2021.   

    

 

*  Total 2021 West Ohio Conference Apportionment Commitment at 30% is $16,300.  We 
have paid $12,975, so our unpaid balance to the West Ohio Conference as of 7/31/2021 is 
$3,325.   

    

 2.                  2021 ACTUAL MISSION GIVING VERSUS 2021 MISSION BUDGET NEEDS    

    

  Year To Date  

  7/31/2021  

 Actual Mission Giving Received through 7/31/2021 $24,111   

 Mission Giving Required for 2021 Mission Budget Needs through 7/31/2021 $16,140   

   YTD Actual Mission Giving More Than 2021 Mission Budget Needs $7,971   

    

 
Total 2021 Mission Budget is $28,000.  $538 is needed weekly and $7,000 is needed per 
quarter.   

 Payments: Q1 $6,825, Q2 $11,900;  2021 Year to Date Payments $18,725   

    

 

3.  ELEVATOR LOAN BALANCE AS OF 08/05/2021 IS $47,291.73.  DONATIONS STILL NEEDED!  PLEASE 
CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TOWARDS THE ELEVATOR LOAN SO WE CAN GET IT PAID OFF 
WITHIN THE NEXT 1-3 MONTHS!  EARLY LOAN PAYOFF WILL SAVE US ABOUT $20,000 IN INTEREST 
PAYMENTS.  
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St. Marks United Methodist Church 

Phone: 419-422-4236    

stmarksfindlay.org 

Church office hours: Mon—Thurs,  9am—3pm 

Ministers – All at St. Marks who follow Jesus 

Dan Metzger, Senior Pastor 

Dave Charles, Associate Pastor 

James Adkins, Director of Contemporary Worship 

Curynn DeWitt, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry 

Kathy Newell, Choir Director 

http://www.stmarksfindlay.com/

