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The coming of spring to Ohio brings us a heightened sense of God’s work-

ing in our world.  I have always appreciated Ohio weather and look forward 

to the changing of the seasons.  The brown and sparse foliage of winter 

gives way to the blooming and extravagant beauty of spring.  It is a wonder 

to see the outside world transformed.  As you may have heard me state 

before, I am one of those people that like and even enjoy winter.  Winter 

has its own beauty and mystery just like spring.  But I will be the first to ad-

mit that as winter wears on I grow anxious in its emptiness for the life giv-

ing activity of spring.  

 

There is within us a deep desire in the presence of emptiness and ugliness 

for the filling of that space with something of substantial beauty.  We love to 

see the glory of God in the beauty of nature and the witness of that glory in 

the living of our lives and the evidence in the lives of others.  God has 

wired us in this way so that we long for truth, beauty and goodness.   

 

As Kathy and I face the challenge and labor of physically moving and tak-

ing on the responsibility of a new church, we anticipate the coming and 

revelation of goodness and beauty in that transition.  We anticipate that 

same revelation of goodness and beauty in the arrival of Rev. Dan Metz-

ger, his wife Holly and their children to St. Marks.  

  

When I consider the power and the wonder of the resurrection, it leaves 

me with the certainty that God is not a single event resurrecting God but a 

God of incessant new life transformations.  We move from one season of 

life to another.  If we have the conviction that God travels with us giving us 

the opportunity to become new and better in His call and mission, then we 

approach those changes with courage because of that trust in God’s resur-

recting power.  We arrive into new seasons and surroundings with great 

hope because we serve a faithful, resurrecting God. 

                                                                                                                                                     Continued . . . . . 
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Transform campaign update: 
 
 

As of February 28, 2018, we have $756,035 
pledged and have received $648,790.  We 
are on our way.  Any money designated will 
be directed toward: “Church Expansion 
Fund.”  This is marked on your envelopes.  
You can also donate online on the St. Marks 
website. 
  
 

1. Go to stmarksfindlay.org 
2. Click on the ONLINE GIVING tab 
3. In the ONLINE GIVING box, click on the 

myowngiving.com  
       link. 
 
 

Donations are designated to Transform/
Capital Campaign. 

St. Marks Collects the  
Following for Charity 

 

UMW [Marlene Yoxtheimer] 

 Box Tops for Education. 
 

Chopin Hall [Carlton Rule] 

 Food [no glass], bath soap, toilet tissue, 
     paper towels, cleaning supplies, etc.   
 Used clothing can be dropped off at 

Chopin Hall  [Mon. & Wed. a.m. and Tues. 
& Thurs. p.m. at back door]  

 

 WTGN Radio-97.7 Lima [Garth Beatty] 

 

 

Kathy and look forward to our closing months at St. Marks.  We are offi-

cially appointed to Cridersville United Methodist Church in July.  We have 

some months together yet, and we look forward to them.  My closing ser-

mon series for April and May is “Upside Down Kingdom:  Lessons from 

the Sermon on the Mount.”  It is a series I have wanted to preach since 

my arrival.  These are some of the most challenging and earth shattering 

teachings from Jesus.  I hope that you will be able to attend. 

 

I think of the great trust that Kathy and I place in the hands of God.  I’m  

reminded of another one of my favorite passages from the Psalms:  He 

who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the       

Almighty.  I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in 

whom I trust.”  Psalm 91:1-2 
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Please note that for the month of April, we will be celebrating communion on the 
second Sunday of the month instead of the first Sunday of the month.  Communion 
will be on April 8. 

SAVE THE DATE........Backyard Mission Trip  is                      
Saturday, April 28, 2018.  Start making plans with your small 
group, Sunday school classes, family and friends.  Anyone interest-
ed can sign up, and you will be added to a team.  The sign up lists 
are posted at the Connection Centers.  The Backyard Mission Trip 
is a community wide event supported by churches and some of our 
civic organizations here in our community.  It is a day set aside to 

do things right here in "our own backyard."  The projects are "light" in nature such 
as yard work, painting and easy home repairs.  We are hoping to employ 2,000 vol-
unteers with over 200 projects.  If you know someone who could receive this help 
from the Backyard Mission Trip or have other questions, contact Jessna Jarrett at 
419-788-0132. 

 

We will meet at the Winebrenner Auditorium on April 28 at 7:00 a.m. for breakfast, 
a short worship celebration will follow at 7:30 a.m. and then we will travel to our 
work sites. 

 

“Good Deeds with Good Will Sharing Good News" 

 

 

 

St. Marks is in the process of forming a co-ed church softball team.  Games will 
start on May 5 and the season will end in July.  The hours of the games range 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. every Saturday in Findlay.  The minimum age for play 
is 13.  Anyone under the age of 18 must have a parent’s signature on the team 
roster.  If you are interested in participating, please sign up at the Connection 
Center or contact Holley Hannah at: 
 

holleyhannah@hotmail.com or call 810-956-4704 
 

The team’s practice schedule is pending. 

There will be a softball meeting April 8, 2018 after the worship service in the 
DOCK at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Find us on Facebook:  St Marks softball 

www.facebook.com/groups/224713284564174/ 

A League of Our Own 



 

St. Marks United Methodist 
Women cordially invite all 
mothers and daughters 
to a: 

 

Daughters’ Day Luncheon 
Saturday, May 19, 2018 

At noon at the DOCK 
 

Beatrix Potter will be at the luncheon along with a special 
guest, Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle. 
 

Kindly RSVP by May 1, 2018 by calling Anita Heintzelman 
at 419-423-6689, going  online to www.stmarksfindlay.org 
under the News/Events tab, or by signing up at the      
Connection Center. 
 

*A freewill offering will be taken and the 
proceeds will go to mission projects.*     



 
 

 
April Sermons 

 
 

April 1 - EASTER 
“The Hope that is Ours” 

Matthew 27:45-46; 28:5-7; 1 Peter 1:3; 2:9-10 
 

Sermon Series 
“Upside Down Kingdom: 

Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount” 
 

April 8 
“The Beatitudes” 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 

April 15 
“Lessons in Forgiveness” 

Matthew 5:38-48 
 

April 22 
“Getting Real with God” 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
 

April 29 
“Taming the Tongue” 

Matthew 5:33-37; 7:1-5 

 

Worship Gatherings 

 
 
 

 Memorials 
 

In Memory of Betty Hayes 
By Leroy & Dee Callahan 
By Fred & Donna Gohlke 

 
In Memory of Peg Huffman 

By Mike Noggle 
By Ruth Smith 

By Judy Whetstone 
 

In Memory of Art & David Whetstone 
By Judy Whetstone 

 
In Memory of Art Whetstone 

By Cindy Thomas 

Come Discover St. Marks 
 

If you have been attending St. 
Marks and are interested in 
learning more about St. Marks 
or the opportunity to become a 
member, join us for Discover 
St. Marks on April 8 at 10:00  
a.m. in the church base-
ment.  Come have pastries, 
coffee and juice. 
 

Classes will start up on April 
22 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 
a.m.  There are six sessions. 



 
April Sunday School 

 Offerings 
 

Sunday School Classes & Teachers 
 

 
Builders/Founders  

Charles Bishop, Mike Noggle & 

John Richter 

Acknowledging God 

April - All Glory and Honor 

May - Give Praise to God 

 
Covenant  

Barbara Hochstettler  

April - Romans 
 

Searching for Philos 

John Carson 

April - “Follow” 

by Andy Stanley - Video Series 

  
Soul Seekers 

Tim Bechtol 

April - “Twelve Ordinary Men” 

By John MacArthur 

 

 

 

 

Hostess     Naomi Circle 
Program Leader    Lydia Circle 
Program/Speaker    Wendy McCormick 

 

All women and men of the church are invited 
to the April 4 Combined United Methodist 
Women Meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 
7:00 p.m.  Our guest speaker will be Wendy 
McCormick, Executive Director of Habitat for 
Humanity of Findlay/Hancock County.  She 
will provide us with “the rest of the story” 
about everything Habitat for Humanity does 
in and for our community.  We hope to see 
you there! 

 

If you have questions or would like 
further information, please contact 

Diane Hite at  419-957-0832 or 
dihite@woh.rr.com. 

 
M I S S I O N:   

 

Our mission is to 

 make followers of Jesus who 
 

 love God, 

love others 

and change the world. 

 

 

V I S I O N:   
 

Reaching and nurturing those 

who don’t know Jesus. 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 

 

April 14 

Sponsored by 
Vanlue, Arcadia, West Independence 

United Methodist Churches  
 

Held at Vanlue Park  at the 
Corner of John St. & SR 330 



St. Marks United Methodist Church Leadership Board Minutes      Location:  Fellowship Hall     03/27/2018, 6:30 p.m. 

Attendance:  M. Hollinger, D. Jarrett, K. Kuchera, M. Imber, S. Kuhn, D. Anderson, L. Huffman, Ken 
Miller, T. Babcock, C. Arnette,  B. Shufelt, Marv Miller 
 
Guests:  Chuck Bishop, Jeff Hauenstein 
 
1.  Welcome, Prayer 
 
2.  Guests 
 - Chuck Bishop addressed the Board on the issue of allowing practicing LGBTQ persons in leadership 
positions at St. Marks.  He urged us to not make any decisions or changes from the United         
Methodist Book of Disciplines, which prohibits ordaining of practicing LGBTQ persons, and he urged 
that this prohibition should also apply to lay leaders. 
 
3.  Discussion topics 
a.  Summary of discussions at ReFuel March 18 for those who missed it: 
 - On March 18, the Board members listened to members of the ReFuel Class on Human Sexuality 
give their thoughts on our policy for lay leaders.  Most of them did not speak, and those who did 
were diverse in their opinions.  The majority who spoke at the listening session agreed that homo-
sexuality, as defined in scripture, is a sin.  A common comment is that it would be hard to draw a 
line for which sins restrict the laity from ministry in the church.  There were those present at the lis-
tening session who are of the stance that self-avowed homosexuals should be restricted from 
teaching Sunday school and serving on the Leadership Board. 
 - At this point in time, the Board feels the best course of action is to wait and see what direction 
comes from the UM Commission, a “Way Forward,” as far as the LGBTQ issue in the church.  The 
results from this commission are expected in February, 2019.  At that time, a decision can be made 
if or how the current policy/guidebook should be amended. 
 - The Board still wants to address the Congregation, because of the poor job communicating it 
in  2015.  A write-up will be drafted by Keith and revised by the rest of the Board, and then we will 
decide how to distribute it to the congregation. 
b.  Dan Watkins – Lay Servant candidate.  (Lay Servant is a title in United Methodist Church to get 
some extra training to speak from the pulpit or serve in other ways on behalf of St. Marks, etc.  It is 
a potential beginning of a path into ministry.)  He is going to be certified soon, and the Board is re-
quired to approve him to be a Lay Servant.  Ken motioned to approve Dan Watkins as a Lay Servant, 
Linda seconded.  11 in favor, 0 opposed. 
c.  Incoming Pastor Dan’s 2018 Housing Allowance Exclusion - this is not a cost to the church, this is 
the amount a pastor can deduct from taxable income.  The local congregation must officially desig-
nate the part of the salary that is claimed as a housing allowance.  - Linda motioned to approve the 
amount requested by Pastor Dan, Ken seconded.  11 approved, 0 opposed 
d.  Incoming Pastor Dan’s 2018 Accountable Reimbursement Allowance - this is the amount the pas-
tor can be reimbursed by the church for personal expenses incurred for church business, and that 
amount can be deducted from taxable income. 
 - Ken motioned to approve, Tim seconded, 11 approved, 0 opposed. 
 
4.  Key Metrics - Barb is out so we don't have numbers today. 
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5.  Team Reports: 
a.   Pastor Concerns 
 - The Dominican Republic mission trip will be in need of more donations due to the large amount of 
people attending.  More to come from Dave Charles and Suzi Richter. 
 - New members class will be starting soon, potentially 16 people. 
b.  Staffing Concerns - Nothing to report 
c.  Liaison or Committee Concerns/Progress 
 - We Love Findlay will use the DOCK in October to host a Findlay-based Veteran Affairs event.  This 
will provide a meal and supplies for Findlay area veterans.  Veteran Affairs will pay for the meal - we 
will be raising money for supplies.  The director of Veteran Affairs will speak at St. Marks on           
Memorial Day. 
 - Finance Committee:  January and February incomes were behind compared to last year.  Capital 
Campaign is at $648K 
d.  Building Concerns - Capital Campaign:  We should be sending prints out to contractors in the next 
few weeks.  The Elevator Expansion Team will receive bids and approve contractors. 
 
6.  Agape Plan 
 - Board members signed Easter cards for the two recovery homes in Findlay.  Marv will put Easter 
baskets together. 
 - At our Chicken Barbeque Dinner on 3/24, we donated 10 dinners to the Fire Department. 
 - For next month, we will consider doing something for the police, HANCO, VA, etc. for next month. 
 - We will also consider what to do in June for our incoming Pastor Dan and family. 
 
7.  Prayer Requests, God Sightings were discussed 
 

 



And it's an active verb at that. 

Worship is something we do, not something done to us. 

In the worst of circumstances, I can still worship my God. In 

the Philippians prison, while their backs were still oozing 

blood from the beating they'd received, Paul and Silas  

worshiped (Acts 16:25). 

Even if a church has no pastor and has to make do with a 

stuttering layman or some inept fill-in, I can still bow before 

the Lord, offer Him my praise, and give Him my all. I can hum-

ble myself before Him, and I can bring my offering. 

What I cannot do is leave church blaming my 

failure to worship on the poor singing, the 

boring sermon, or the noise from the chil-

dren in the next pew. I am in charge of the 

decision whether I will worship and no one else. 

Someone has pointed out that ours is the only nation on 

earth where church members feel they have to have 

"worshipful architecture" before they can adequately honor 

the Lord. Millions of Christians across the world seem to 

worship just fine without any kind of building. Believers in 

Malawi meet under mango trees, according to retired  

missionary Mike Canady, and their worship is as anointed as 

anyone's anywhere. (What? No stained glass!) 

Our insistence on worshipful music, worship settings, and 

worshipful everything are all signs of our disgusting self-

centeredness. 

It's disgusting because I see it in myself and do not like it. 

No one enjoys great music more than I. I love to hear a  

soloist transport us all into the Throne Room by his/her  

vocal offering in the service. A great testimony of God's 

grace and power thrills me. And of course, being inclined to 

preaching, I delight in hearing a sermon that you feel is  

direct from the heart of God. 

But if I require any one or all of those before I can worship, 

something is vastly wrong with me. 

My friends, something is vastly wrong with us today. 

We Are the Ones Who Decide Whether We Worship 

upon Entering the House of the Lord  

Don't blame the preacher if you don't  

worship. He can't do it for you. 

No one else can eat my food for me, love my 

cherished ones in my place, or do my wor-

shiping for me. 

No pastor can decide or dictate whether we will worship by 

the quality of his leadership or the power of his sermon. 

Whether I worship in today's service has absolutely nothing 

to do with how well he does his job. 

I am in charge of this decision. I decide whether I will  

worship. 

When Mary sat before the Lord Jesus, clearly worshiping, 

He informed a disgruntled Martha that her sister had 

"chosen the good part," something that "will not be taken 

away from her" (Luke 10:42). That something special was 

time spent in worship. Such moments or hours are eternal. 

Lest someone point out that Martha could have worshiped in 

her kitchen by her service for Christ, we do not argue, but 

simply point out that she was not doing so that day. 

“...I decide whether 

I will worship” 

Worship 

April 2018 
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