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Living With Gratitude 

Now the one who supplies the seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and mul-
tiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in 
everything for all generosity, which through us brings about thanksgiving to God. For 
this service of giving is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflow-
ing with many thanksgivings to God.   (Luke 9:10-13) 

November is the month we celebrate the holiday of Thanksgiving.  It is a time we gather 
together with family, friends or the church, to give thanks for all that God has provided 
for us.  This was a time for those who believe that God is the source of all we have: 
health, strength, wealth, family, gifts, talents, etc.  

This past month we used the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” to look at how money systems have crept into 
our understanding of wealth, assets, generosity, and especially our attitude towards money.  As I went 
deeper into the systems and understanding of money, I discovered money is not the only way we can be 
rich. We can be rich in relationships too as seen in “It’s a Wonderful Life”.  At the end of the movie, the peo-
ple George Baily and his father have poured themselves into relationally, come to his aid in his time of dis-
tress.  They are generous in giving back and pouring love onto the Bailys.  

Generosity is a characteristic of God. As we become more like Christ Jesus, taking on the mind of Christ, 
we too will become more generous in our giving of time, talents, wealth, and gifts to those who are in need. 
We will see relationships as treasure, and invest in other people.  

Who are the people in your life who have invested relationally with you?  How have they helped shape the 
person you are today?  

I see Thanksgiving as a time to reflect on things we are thankful for. Here are some steps to take to review 
and reflect on what you are thankful for and give thanks. 

First, give thanks to God our Lord for the benefits received in your life, in others, and in the world today. 

Second, ask for grace to recognize all those particular things that happened to you and others that you 
should personally be grateful for. 

Third, take account of your day from the hour that you arose up to the present time, hour by hour, or period 
by period: first your good thoughts, ideas, and intentions; then your good words spoken and heard; and 
then good acts, your actions and those of others, small and large, that positively touched your life or the life 
of someone else. You may want to write these down and reflect on them later.  

Fourth, praise and thank God our Lord for all the opportunities you had to make a difference in the world 
today and to inspire you to recognize more and more such opportunities in the future.  

Fifth, thank God for all God has done for you, and ask yourself: What can I envision doing that would lead 
me to be even more deeply grateful? 

I am thankful to the Lord our God for each of you.  

Have a blessed Thanksgiving,   

Rev. Steve 
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I’m going to subtitle this installment of Inspiration, “76 cents in a cup holder.”   

Poor Jayne waits for all of us to get our newsletter work to her.  If you haven’t 
thanked her for coordinating The Spire, please take a moment to do so.  It’s not easy 

rounding us all up and getting the content ready. If you think herding cats is tough…well…I’ll leave it at 
that!   It’s not easy! 

It seems like not much is easy these days.  It’s not easy to watch the news…I just don’t do it anymore.  It’s 
not easy to try to help people who sometimes don’t want to be helped.  It’s heartbreaking to watch them 
walk away with their untapped potential all caught up in a huff.  It’s not easy to juggle our busy schedules 
and still we wear them like a shiny badge until our badge becomes bent and tarnished from the stress of it 
all.  And then…along comes 76 cents in a cup holder.   

At Common Grace Ministries, we have been fighting a pretty hard battle for the last 8 months to keep our 
local resources local while the regional food bank in Fort Wayne makes corporate deals and all of the No-
ble County pantries watch our resources roll out of town toward Fort Wayne on their trucks.  Our meat 
supply is gone and it’s not easy to look at empty freezers. 

So what’s the 76 cents about?  A few weeks ago, we received an unexpected $200 cash donation to be 
used wherever we needed it most.  Dian spotted an ad for 88-cent meat pot pies.  She figured out that if we 
bought several pot pies at 88 cents and could get Kroger to add on a $5 off of every $20 frozen food dis-
count we could buy 302 pot pies for $200.76!  Leave it to a math teacher to do THAT story problem!  Off 
I went to wheel and deal with Kroger.  They agreed.  Then they lost track of the 302 pot pies once they 
came in!  After much perseverance, they were located and the pot pies came home to our freezers.   

Superior Sample in Ligonier donated a van to us to replace our current one that was starting to make us 
nervous on the road.  What an amazing blessing, but we didn’t know it would be carrying another blessing 
that would remind us all that no matter what we are facing…GOD IS GOOD…ALL THE TIME!  Chris 
helped me pick up Gracie 2 and after several attempts and a lot of laughs at me trying to back her into our 
bay, we found something in the cup holder.  The 76 cents that rounded out our pot pie invoice!  We are all 
sure God tucked it in there to remind us God is with us.  Then we found an extra penny in the other holder!  
Just one for good measure!  Thank you, Jesus, from the bottom of our hearts.   

My devotional (a wonderful gift from Dian) said this on October 20th, “When the task before you looks 
daunting, refuse to be intimidated.  Discipline your thinking to view the challenge as a privilege rather 
than a burdensome duty.  Make the effort to replace your ‘I have to’ with ‘I get to’ approach. Remember 
that My Spirit who lives in you is the Helper; ask Him to help you when you are perplexed.”  Sarah Young 

And on October 22nd, “Don’t be afraid to tell me how weak and weary – even overwhelmed—you feel at 
times.  I am fully aware of the depth and breadth of your difficulties; nothing is hidden from me.”   

Be still and know that I am God. (Ps 46:10) For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your right 
hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.” (Isaiah 41:13) 

There’s nothing more comforting than that.  Remember the 76 cents and know that God’s got this! 

Blessings and peace,  

Rev. Angie 

 



 

 

 Blessings to the Women’s Bible Study group who lift up those in need with cards and prayers. 

 Many thanks to Debbie and Greg Miller and their crew for building our new fudge booth and setting it up.  We 
sold out of fudge this year! 

 Also, many thanks to the many hands who ordered, picked up, cut, packaged, labeled, and sold the fudge for Ap-
plefest. 

October Worship Stats 

 8:25 10:45 Total  Offering 

Oct. 6 47 -  5,068 

Oct. 13 64 47 111 5,608 

Oct.20 62 38 100 7,195 

Oct. 27 57 27 84 2,950 

November 

1—Red Cross Blood Drive 
3—Daylight Savings time ends 
11– Ronald McDonald Care Mobile 9am-4pm 
28—Community Thanksgiving Meal –11am-1pm 
December 

1– First Sunday of Advent 

Community Thanksgiving Meal 
Please join us Thursday, November 28, from 11am—1pm for a 
Thanksgiving meal in the Gathering Hall. Everyone is welcome! 
Dine in and enjoy the fellowship with us. Sign ups will be available 
at the Ministry Center. 

Ronald McDonald Care Mobile 

Trinity Church United Methodist will be hosting the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile in the parking 
lot of the church on Monday November 11 from 9am-4pm.  They will also be here on Wednes-
day, December 18 from 9am-4pm. 

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile is a doctor’s office on wheels – delivering Parkview Physicians 
Group – Pediatrics providers to neighborhoods. They service children from 0-18 years of age.  The available ser-
vices include: wellness visits, immunizations, screenings (hearing, vision, developmental), point of care testing 
(lead, strep, urine), fluoride treatments, childhood health and safety education. 

Please help get this information out to anyone who might benefit from this care.  For more information go 
to www.parkview.com/caremobile 

 

Leaf Relief 

Some of our men have collaborated to offer leaf blowing services this season.  If you find yourself having difficulty 
handling that task these days, call  the church to be put on their list.  Somebody will call you back and make arrange-
ments. 

http://www.parkview.com/caremobile



