
T r init y  Sp ire  

Dear Trinity Family, 

The Advent season is upon us. Advent is a time for us to prepare our 
hearts and minds for the coming of Christ. This preparation is both a 
celebration of Christ’s entry into this world in Bethlehem, but also a hope 
that Christ will come again in final victory. To help us on this Advent 
journey, we are centering our thoughts on Jesus, the real reason for the 
season, with the sermon series, “Silent Night.” This is to celebrate the 
200th anniversary of the Christmas song “Silent Night.” To go along with 
this series, we will be doing some things that help us to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth. 

One of the key ways we can celebrate Jesus’ birthday is to think about 
what we are going to spend on Christmas. I am not suggesting that we tend toward the side of 
Ebenezer Scrooge, but that we really think about whether what we are spending brings honor 
and glory to our Lord Jesus Christ. This question may lead us to find that we need to cut back 
on what we spend on ourselves and to think about what is on Jesus’ wish list. 

As a way to help us focus on what Jesus would like for His birthday, we are continuing a fund 
at the church called “Operation Christmas Transformation.” This fund will be divided evenly 
between local and international ministries. The international ministry this year is Quechua 
Benefit. This is the non-profit that our Peru mission team worked with on their recent trip. 
There is more information about Quechua Benefit online at quechuabenefit.org and included in 
this  newsletter that shares the wish list for the children of Quechua Benefit at their schools 
Casa Chapi and the Yanquehura.  

In past Christmas seasons, I have talked about one area we as a church can cut back in our 
Christmas spending is poinsettias. I want to again clarify that this does not mean we will not 

have poinsettias. We are taking orders for poinsettias, and they cost fifteen dollars each. 
Instead, I encourage you to donate to “Operation Christmas Transformation,” and for every ten 
dollars you donate we will put up a paper poinsettia in the church. Another way we are giving 
to Christ is throughout the advent season, we will be collecting hats and mittens for the local 

elementary schools. With all of this, I hope we all can remember that Christmas is not our 
birthday—it is Jesus’. 
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We had a lovely evening with friends and family who came to hear more about 
Quechua Benefit.  There was one question that we were asked more than once.  It’s a 
common question.  “If they go away from their villages to learn and then experience 
the city, doesn’t that jeopardize their villages when they don’t go back?”  Many 
people assume that once the children are educated and have had “wordly” 

experiences, they would not want to return to their own people.  Last week, I received three interviews from 
the staff at Quechua Benefit Peru.  I would like to share with you the impact that Quechua Benefit is having 
on the children and two adults we met while on the trip. 

The mayor of Ichupampa is in her late 20s.  When Ichupampa experienced an earthquake that destroyed 
80% of the village 3 years ago, she went to work gathering government support for rebuilding.  They will 
now have a new sewer system and potable water.  That’s better than before.  She is a product of programs 
in collaboration with Quechua Benefit as a child.   

The city council chair in Yanque is another 20-something young woman who is helping to rebuild the 
learning center, along with the incoming mayor and the church representative.  She, too, is a product of 
early Quechua Benefit collaborations in her village when she was a child. 

Tecla is a 6th grader who I connected with on the trip.  She has been at Casa Chapi for 6 years and has 
learned to read and write in that time.  When asked about what she likes most about Casa Chapi, she said, “I 
like the “casitas.” They’re nice and I like the comfort I have; my own bed and the natural landscapes and 
flowers that Casa Chapi has. Also I feel that everyone takes care of me and I eat better than in my house.”  
When asked what she would like to study, she said, “I’d like to study a military career to defend the 
women.”  What would she like to be when she gets older?  “I’d like to be a chief of the police, to protect 
my mother and my Little siblings. I’d like to have my own house.” 

Sylvia has been at Casa Chapi for 2 years.  She likes “how the teachers teach the children, because they’re 

interested in what we do.  They motivate us to be better in everything either in art contests or in our 
studies. They’re always supporting us.  The “casitas” are nice, clean and tidy, also they teach us to take care 
of them every day. The food is good because in comparison with my house, I eat better and more.”  She 
would like to “study medicine or civil engineer, because I’d like to cure or help people to build their 
houses.”  She said, “I’d like to be a great professional to cure my mother and to help my little siblings to be 
professionals too, to help my mother.” 
 
Alex has been at Casa Chapi for 6 years. Alex’s favorite part of Casa Chapi is this: “I like how the teachers 
teach at Casa Chapi, because of that I learn better, and I like the challenges to learn. Also, I like the comfort 
of the “casitas” and having my own space. The food is good because in my house it’s not the same. Also I 
have the best friends and I live, play and share with them, they’re like my family. I like how the “tías” take 
care of us and of everything. Thanks to uncle Mike I have health, food, clothes and education.”  Alex would 
“like to study mechanic engineer or mining engineer because I like to discover how works the cars, and 
how is the job at the mine. Also, I’d like to be a painter as a hobby, because that relax me.”  “I’d like to be a 
great professional as a mining engineer to earn money to help my family and buy me a house with green 
areas as Casa Chapi.” 
 
Notice how not one, but ALL of them are working hard so that in the end they can help their own families 
and others like them.  This is why I so love Quechua Benefit.  The work they do will live on for generations 
right in their own villages.  Stay tuned for more ways to stay in touch with these amazing little souls. 

Pastor Angie 
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What’s Going On (by Pastor Chris) 

Some of you may or may not be aware that we as a church have a Cares Team. This team is a church-driven 
group of servants that provide care to the congregation. Now I know this needs a little explanation because we 
all have different definitions and expectations of what care looks like in the church. The Cares Team provides 
basic support to persons in the church who are going through a tough time because of illness or loss in the 
family. They provide meals and other limited services for those that need and want the extra help. (One 
important note is that this group is not a replacement for professional assistance like home health care, mental 
health support, Noble County Transit, or many other forms of assistance available in our area.) The best way to 
describe it is an organized way for the church to be the church. To help better understand what the Cares Team 
does, here are a few frequently asked questions. 

What role do the pastors play in the Cares Team? The pastors work with the team like most every team 
at the church to equip and enable them to do the ministry of the church. The pastors are not a part of the Cares 
Team but work with them side by side. The pastors take care of visitation; that is visiting with those who are 
sick, in the hospital, or grieving. Pastor Chris takes care of most of the acute care visitation; those who are in 
the hospital or having surgery, but all of the pastors help in this. Pastor Steve also assists with long term 
visitation; the visits with those who are shut-in, in the hospital for longer stays, or who are in rehab. (He also 
assists Pastor Chris with acute visits.) The pastors will also alert the Cares Team if someone needs extra help. 
What’s new with the Cares Team? Pastor  Steve is working on getting more volunteers to visit with our  
shut-ins and those in rehab. If you would like to be a part of this let the church office know. As a part of this 
extension we are working on adding more people to “be” with people. Pastor Steve and I have noticed in our 
ministry that many people do not necessarily need things to be “done” for them but they need people who will 
“be” with them—people who will check up on them, listen, and pray with them in the trials of life. So this is 
an area we are trying to add to the Cares Team, and we will share details when it is more defined. 
How can I get help from the Cares Team for myself? Call the church office. This is the central hub of 
communication for the Cares Team. 
How can I get help from Cares Team for someone else? This is a little more involved and a place where 
we need your help. The best way is to call the person and ask if they need help. (We sometimes assume 
someone needs help, but we need to make sure that this help is wanted.)  If they do need help, contact the 
church office.   
How can I help? We are always looking for  more people to help with this ministry in var ious ways. If 
you would like to help, contact the church office and we’ll get you signed up on one of the Cares Teams. 
Thank you for all that you do to help the church be the church. 

2018 Casa Chapi Wish List 
Things needed by teachers and students at both Quechua Benefit schools in Peru.  

These items will be provided through your generous gift to  
Operation Christmas Transformation. 

Reading Centers in each of our 
5 Casita in Casa Chapi Chivay.  
Each center will have 25-30 age 
appropriate books, bookshelves 
and chairs.  This will augment 
our already successful reading 

program. Cost $1000 per Casita  
 
Classroom Projectors for each classroom.  Currently 
we have two laptop projectors and they are constantly 
in use. Cost $400 each (need 4) 

Sewing Machine Both boys and girls use them for 
making clothes.  We need one for the older 
children in Arequipa.  This is great vocational training. 
One project they use the machines for is making baby 
blankets “Warming WA WA’s” for single mothers in 
the highlands.  Cost $350 (Note:  
Wa Wa is Quechua for “baby”) 
 
Art and Craft Supplies Our children are budding 
artists!  They love drawing, knitting and crocheting.  
Please help to them stocked with these supplies.  
Cost $250   



 

 

 8:25 10:45 Total  Offering 

Nov. 4 83 37 120 $6284 

Nov. 11 78 42 110 $3435 

Nov. 18 75 52 127 $5320 

Nov. 25 70 62 132 $6695 

November Worship Stats 

What’s Happening at Trinity 

December 

2—First Sunday of Advent 

9—Dorcas Circle Cookie Exchange  

9—Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest 

10– Salvation Army Red Kettle at Wamart (9 am—8 pm) 

23—Worship at regularly schedules at 8:25 and 10:45 am 

24—Christmas Eve Services at 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm 

25—Jan. 1 Church office closed 
 

   

 

A Message From Mike Safley of Quechua Benefit 
 
Angie 
  
I have been thinking about you and the mission you so expertly led. The philosophy of involvement and 
relationship building by the volunteers is most often absent from volunteer effort. I have been considering 
why this is so important an ingredient. 
  
I think that the answer lies in the fact that the volunteers built something that will last. In the case of your 
group you made an improvement to the green house that will add productivity to Casa Chapi over the years. 
But even more importantly the group helped create memories for the children that will remain with them their 
entire life. Too often a child’s memories in the highland are best forgotten. These kids went shopping for the 
first time, saw the condors fly, rode an escalator, visited their new home for the next phase of their life and 
met people from far away that showed them love. 
  
We have had lots of missionaries in Peru and at Casa Chapi. To be honest they are most often a lot of work 
and not that memorable. That was one reason we changed from fly in missions to permanent year round 
campaigns focusing on building long term relationships with people in each town we serve. 
  
The real proof of the success of your teams effort is the outspoken approval from our permanent team on the 
ground. They were and are grateful for the experience. This is not always the case because some volunteers 
are hard to please and their efforts are not necessarily relevant to the people they serve but more relevant to 
their own satisfaction with themselves. 
  
I want to say thanks from all of us at Quechua Benefit and Merry Christmas! 
  
Mike Safley 
Quechua Benefit 

A Fun Game 
We are going to have a contest to see if you can name Pastor Chris’ favorite Christmas songs (this year.) 

There will be prizes for whoever correctly guesses his favorite songs first. He has picked a classic song and a 
contemporary song and as we get closer he will release hints. This should be a lot of fun. A good hint to start 
us off is to not ask his wife because she will just tell you she does not know because it changes all the time.  



I’m not leaving the Church! By Bishop Trimble 
 My grandparents, Julius and Lucile Pryor, and parents, John and Marybelle Pryor Trimble, were 
members of Old Ship African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Zion Church in Montgomery, Ala. My mother, 
who is 96 years old, still remains connected to, and shares a part of her tithe with, Old Ship AME Zion. 
Established in 1852, Old Ship AME Zion Church is listed as the oldest black church in Montgomery, 
Alabama. This historic church was served by white ministers until 1862. Its original building was given to 
the congregation by the Court Street Methodist Church which is now First United Methodist of Cloverdale, 
Alabama. 
 When my parents were married and moved to Chicago, they chose the nearest Methodist church 
within walking distance as our family had grown and, at the time, my parents were raising six children. 
Christ Methodist Church, now Christ United Methodist Church, a community-based church on the Southside 
of Chicago became our home. It was out of Christ Church that I was confirmed and became active in MYF 
(Methodist Youth Fellowship). It was at Christ Church I was able to attend Methodist camps and participate 
in Young Life urban ministries such as going camping in Boulder, Colorado. It was at Christ Church that the 
Bible came alive and peace and justice were never divorced from evangelistic efforts aimed at becoming 
disciples of Jesus, bringing others to Jesus, and professing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 While shooting pool at Africa University with students this past October, I was able to share that it 
was at my church where I first learned to play ping pong and shoot pool. The church was a place of 
belonging and affirmation, and out of this inner-city Chicago church over 25 men and women expressed a 
call to ministry – some of us remain connected today. 
 The early disputes, I remember, in our church were related to the addition of a Gospel Choir and 
drums in the church, pastoral authority, and how welcoming we would be to outside groups who wanted to 
use the church building. Over the course of 25 years, even after I had left the church for college and 
seminary, there were several chapters in the life of the church when a handful of people would leave for a 
more popular church, a safer neighborhood, a senior choir dispute, the length of worship service, or the 
proverbial “I’m not getting fed the Word” excuse. My mother never left. She never stopped tithing and she 
never stopped praying for whoever the pastor assigned to our church was. After being widowed in 1969, it 
was the church that walked with my mother and our family in grief. It was the church that helped this public 
school teacher raise six children, sending five off to college. 
 Our church was not perfect and we did not always get the welcoming piece right. Like many 
churches, we became comfortable with the people we knew and the ministries we supported. 
People moved away to different communities, young people went off to college and the military in the 
church would decline in number, rebound and decline again. Some people stayed and served meals in one of 
the largest feeding programs in that part of Chicago based in the church. Some continued to support children 
and youth who often came without parents. And some stayed committed to weekly prayer and Bible study, 
and the ministry of encouragement. 
 My mother was and is one of those persons. On the matter of getting spiritually-fed, she has always 
believed that we each have a responsibility to read the Bible and participate in Bible study.  “When I go to 
church on Sunday I have already had breakfast, prayed, and read daily devotions.” She, to this day, writes 
and sends notes and letters of prayer support and encouragement all over the country to family and friends, 
including to those who share with her the experience of losing their spouse to death. 
My mother would be considered in our current debate on the way forward, a Traditionalist with progressive 
beliefs about full inclusion. For her, it is God who judges and we who have the opportunity and 
responsibility to love God and others. Her roots are too deep to leave the church. 
 People did not leave the Church even though they were slaves in 1852, and Methodists were slave 
owners. The Church remained segregated until 1968 and people stayed committed to the mission. People did 
not leave the Church even though God was calling women to preach and the Church did not have open 
doors, minds, or encouragement. People did not leave the Church even though some believe the death 
penalty does not honor the commandments in the Bible and is denounced in the Book of Discipline while 
other United Methodists believe that the death penalty is an appropriate dispensation of justice for those 
convicted of capital offenses. 
 The Judicial Council has ruled on the three main proposals and their constitutional legality, giving 
more direction for those who will deliberate and vote next February. 

(Continued on Next Page) 



What should we do? Let us commit to “Praying Our Way Forward.” 
No prayer no power, little prayer little power, much prayer much power! 
 The 2016 General Conference authorized the Council of Bishops to help our church remain united in 
mission and find a way forward out of our long-standing conflict over human sexuality and inclusion. Lost in 
much of the debate around Biblical authority, and justice and inclusion is the keyword associated with the 
Commission established to propose options for us to stop fighting and re-engage in our public mission of 
evangelism and world transformation. 
 The Commission on A Way Forward was established with a focus on a new horizon for The United 
Methodist Church. Lost in the translation of Christian Conferencing Guidelines and protracted debates about 
language in our book of Discipline is the compelling call for a more helpful and fresh Wesleyan movement to 
frame our passion for grace and growth. 
 “A way forward.”  As an adverb, forward means “to or toward what is ahead or in front.” As a verb……” 
to promote or help onward; advance, cultivate, encourage, fasten, further, incubate, innovate, nourish, nurture.” 
 When I left the Council of Bishops meeting after having received the last update from the Commission 
on A Way Forward I discerned that the conversation to lead us out of the present conundrum was centered on “a 
way forward.” 
Not a way back. Not a way out. Not a way to create winners and losers, insiders and outsiders. 
Not a way to devour or destroy. Not a way to divide, or to quit. Not a way to sugar coat new forms of 
segregation or redefine the denomination. 
 As the Hymn writer puts it; 
 “Not alone we conquer, not alone we fall, 
 in each loss or triumph, lose or conquer all. 
 Bound by God’s far purpose in one living whole, 
 move we on together to the shining goal. 
 Forward through the ages!” 
 (The United Methodist Hymnal Number 555) 
I’m not leaving regardless of what proposal or plans are passed. You don’t have to leave either. 
Stay true to the primary mission of making disciples of Jesus and sharing the love of Jesus with one another as 
commanded in John 13:34-35: 
 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one 
another.” (NRSV) Remember dearly beloved, we are not voted into the Church, we are baptized into the Church. 
 

 
Bishop Julius C. Trimble 

 It was so much fun sharing our trip experiences and the mission of Quechua Benefit with our friends and 
families on November 9th.  Thank you to all who came, all who prayed, all who supported and those who 
were boots on the ground with me.  I am so blessed by all of you.  Pastor Angie  

 Thank you to everyone who helped make Thanksgiving Dinner a great success. We served 225 people this 
year, and we built lots of great relationships with our community. 

 A special thanks to Impact Institute for making our 20 turkeys and to Kelly and Brad Graden who warmed 
and brought them to the church. 

 Thank you to all the Communion helpers who made it possible for us to take time to “remember” and have 
communion every Sunday in November. 

 Thank you to Debbie and Gregg Miller who made our new contemporary advent candles.  
 Thank you to everyone who stayed to help set up Christmas decorations. Thanks especially to the Bloom 

family who set up the Christmas tree in the Sanctuary. 



All Saints Sunday 

Thanksgiving Community Dinner 



Thanksgiving Community Dinner 


