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Dear Trinity, 

I wanted to take my time to share with everyone something awesome that happened at the 
church. This year for Good Friday we celebrated Good Friday in a different way. We worked 
with our denominational partner in town, Faith UMC, to present the East Noble Ministerial 
Associations community Good Friday service, but we also did a special service in the 
evening. Now being a new thing our attendance was not amazing, but for those who were 
there it was an amazing experience. 

This year in response to our “For Kendallville” series we wanted to make an effort to get to 
know our neighborhood. So this year for Good Friday we took a windshield tour. Now I 
know your first question is what is a windshield tour? A windshield tour is traveling around 
the community, in which you live, to see what is around us. This was a perfect way  to reflect 
upon Christ’s sacrifice for us.  You see Good Friday celebrates the amazing gift God has 
given us in Jesus Christ. In particular, we remember the great sacrifice that Christ made for 

us. Many times we only see the personal aspect of this. What did this sacrifice mean for me? So this year we took a 
journey together that helps us to see the scale of this amazing price that Christ paid for us all. 

In Luke’s Gospel (Luke 19:41-44), as Jesus stands about to face his last week on earth, He mourns for the city of 
Jerusalem. A place that is so close to seeing the love that God has for them in Jesus Christ but yet misses the greatest 
gift ever and crucifies Jesus. So God’s heart is broken by what is around him. Our Conference Superintendent Rev. 
Dave Neckers has encouraged us as a district to pray for our hearts to be broken as God’s heart is broken for our 
community. This is one of the things that led us to the “For Kendallville” series. This series helped us to think about 
how we can be “for” our community. And one of the best ways to be “for” our community is to pray God break our 
hearts as we look around our community. So this is what we did. We drove around our community and prayed that 
God would break our hearts.  

To accomplish this we started quite simply. To be for our neighbors we need to know them. This started with the great 
help of Pastor Angie who did a great amount of research using her personal knowledge of the non-profits and also 
using our denominational (Indiana UMC) resources. (We have access to great data about our community that is 
provided for free to local churches by our general conference that is paid through our tithe to the annual conference) 
So we learned that Trinity Church sits right in the middle of Census Tract 9718. (I have included some of the details 
Pastor Angie prepared of this Tract as an attachment in our newsletter.)  

The path we chose then to drive was the guidelines (or as close as we could get safely) of the Census Tract. Then we 
stopped at several places where we prayed for those who were linked to these places in our community. We prayed for 
our non-profit partners, all those that teach and serve our children, all of the churches and pastors, our first responders, 
our government leaders, the businesses, and many other things in our community. I encourage you if you were not 
able to join us to pick up a booklet at the ministry center and take the drive for yourself and join together as we seek to 
be a church “For Kendallville.” 
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Greetings!  The theme this month seems to be about updates. 

First, the ordination ceremony has been set for June 9th at 10:00 a.m. at 
the Indianapolis Convention Center.  You are welcome to join us in Indy.  

For those who are able to come down, my amazing husband has arranged a celebration lunch 
at the Hilton Indianapolis Hotel & Suites following the ordination ceremony.  Please see me 
for more details if you are coming. 

The other update relates to the Peru Mission Trip.  We currently have 8 people planning to go 
from Trinity.  We are limiting the trip to 15 and we need at least 10.  Now that we know all of 
the Trinity people who would like to go have expressed interest, we are reaching out to other 
United Methodist Churches and the district who might be interested.     

The trip will be October 13-21.  We will fly out of Chicago on the 13th in the evening and ar-
rive in Arequipa a little before noon on the 14th via Miami and Lima.  We will be in Arequipa 
for a couple of days visiting the Yanahuara School, learning about Peru and acclimating to 
the altitude.  On October 16th, we will travel over the pass and into the Colca Canyon where 
we will stay in Chivay until the 19th at which time we will travel back to Arequipa to begin 
our journey home on the 20th.  We will arrive back in Chicago around 12:30 p.m. on the 21st.  
We have been chosen for a special first of its kind mission. 

There are about 70 children living at Casa Chapi.  Although they live in the Colca Canyon, 
many have not been to Condor Cross to see the grandeur of the Andean Condors.  They have 
not experienced the natural hot springs.  Some have not been to the market place that is just a 
few miles away.  Most have never had the opportunity to choose a new shirt or shoes.  We 
will experience all of these things through the eyes of the children while giving them the joy 
of new experiences.  While our students in the United States have opportunities to learn 
about other cultures, children from remote villages are not so fortunate.  Their teachers have 
wanted to make this possible for them, however they have not had enough hands and willing 
hearts to make the trip to bring them this opportunity.   I have assured Quechua Benefit that 
Trinity is a church that understands the importance of being present to others.  We understand 
that BEING present and fully focused on others IS doing something.   

I have been asked why we need to go so far away when there are people here who need us.  
Why do we spend money to travel that could be used here?  We are all called to spread the 
love of Jesus and for some of us, that means a call has been laid upon our hearts to go to 
places that others may not be willing or able to go.  Experiencing the mission field was a part 
of my call to full-time ministry.  We go to serve because God lays it on our hearts to do so, 
but we also go to learn what God holds for us there that will lead to ministry with our neigh-
bors right here.  Rest assured, we will continue to love and serve our neighbors.  Stay tuned 
and please be in daily prayer for our team as we prepare.  God bless you.    

Pastor Angie 
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What’s Going On (by Pastor Chris) 

With crazy events taking place in our world (especially the tragedy at First Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, TX) I have had questions about the security of our church. The simple answer is we are working on 
this. We have been in contact with our annual conference representatives as well as having been in touch 
Mick Newton (Director of Noble County Emergency Management Agency.) Both resources suggested that 
we continue to learn about active shooter situations. In response to this we are beginning to train the staff 
through two key resources. One is a universal training from FEMA as well as to learn the ALICE method 
(Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate). We will begin with staff training and then invite others to 
join as we assess our space and needs.   

The other piece that was shared by both of these resources is to assess our other security protocols. This secu-
rity will involve us looking at least five other areas of security that protect our congregation and guests at all 
times. The first of these is to revisit our safe sanctuaries policy and review the safety of our children and 
youth. The second is to purchase an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) this is a standard security in 
most schools and churches in case of a medical emergency. The third is we have begun the process of getting 
a comprehensive fire detection unit. This is because currently we only have wall smoke detectors. The large 
thing we learned about this is that if we were to have a fire the sooner we can alert the fire department the 
better. Especially because churches are the number two most dangerous place for firefighters (second only to 
basements.) The next is to revisit our escape routes especially escape in case of a fire emergency and to set 
safe meeting places for the congregation (I will add this is a powerful thing to do at your own home as well.) 
This will also need to involve practicing our exit plan (so we may have a fire drill at church.) The last is that 
with our yearly accessibility audit (required by the denomination) we will continue to look for ways to im-
prove our accessibility and eliminate hazards. 

Again I know this is more than you asked for but I wanted to share some of the ways we are trying to keep 
you safe. I also know that sometimes it feels that things like this disappear into a black hole, and it may feel 
like we are avoiding the topic. That is why we created this article to better share what is going on, especially 
with these processes that take time (and the involvement of many people and organizations.) As always if 
you have any questions feel free to e-mail me at chris@trinitychurchum.org or call the church office.  
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 I couldn’t be more proud of all who have given their time to help with the renovation of the Gathering Hall and 
setting up for Easter.  I am so excited to see what the Gathering Hall will look like once it’s all done.  Good things 
are happening!!  

 Thanks to everyone who submitted topics for our new series “You asked for it.” They are great! 

 Thank you to Ardean Ebert, Judy Butler, and Debbie Miller for your extra help in the church office. 

 Special thanks to Pastor Angie gathered all the information for our Good Friday windshield tour as well as all of 
the marvelous experience and insights she brings to our church. 

 Thank you to all who supported Operation Easter Transformation we raised $1,500 for Momentum and Camp 
Scholarships. 

 Pastor Angie always loves spending time with the Friendship Class. She comes away blessed by them and not only 
their care for on e another, but their desire to reach others. 

 8:25 10:45 Total  Offering 

Apr. 1 200 48 248 $7151 

Apr. 8 76 36 112 $5894 

Apr. 15 69 47 116 $3714 

Apr. 22 82 47 129 $3963 

Apr. 29 61 48 109 $2710 

April Worship Stats 

What’s Happening at Trinity 
Special Mother’s Day May 6 and 13 

Special Father’s Day June 3 and 17 

Uganda Mission Team Mission Moment May 13 and day of 
sharing July 1 

June 9 Pastor Angie Ordination (Indianapolis) 

Mother’s Day Transformation 

In light of our thinking, as a church, how to be FOR Kendallville we have decided to do 
Mother’s and Father’s Day differently. We, as a church, believe in supporting mothers of all 

kinds, biological mothers, foster and adoptive mothers, coaches, mentors, and spiritual 
mothers. Because it is our effort to support mothers we have decided not to buy gifts for the women of the 
church this year to honor Mother’s Day but instead to offer a gift to support Mother’s in our community. In 

case you did not know, our ministry partner, Life and Family Services, is the greatest supporter of mothers 
in our community. So because of this we are going to make a gift in honor of mothers of all types to Life 
and Family Services to help mothers in our community. This is a great opportunity for us to show we are 

FOR Kendallville. If you would like to help us make this gift to our community we will be giving the 
communion (love fund) offering on May 6 and a special offering on May 13 to Life and Family Services as 
a Mother’s Day gift. We will also do the same thing with for Father’s Day. We hope to have a 

representative from Life and Family Services join us to share about their marvelous father’s programs and 
how we can help them lift up fathers in our community. We will also take special offerings on June 3rd 
(with communion) and June 17th (Father’s Day) to do something special for our fathers in Kendallville. 

Summer Church Camp 

With school ending in May we are starting look at our calendars to make summer plans.  I pray you are 
including summer church camp in your child's schedule.  Church Camp is very important and will be a life 
changing experience for them.  Camp brochures are on the ministry center or you may log in 
to beacamper.com to find camp locations and schedules. Please feel free to contact me, Debbie Miller, 
at debbiem@trinitychurchum.org with any questions you my have or help with registration.  Don't forget 
through the generosity of our church family we are able to give anyone wanting to attend 75% off. Just 
contact Debbie Miller or MJ at the office for that code.  Have a super summer. 

http://beacamper.com/
mailto:debbiem@trinitychurchum.org


 

Trinity Church United Methodist is situated in the heart of Census Tract 9718.  The stats you 
are about to read are specifically for that area.  These are literally our next-door neighbors.   

The stats are gathered from the 2011-2015 Census Bureau and MissionInsite, which is a site 
that compiles statistics from the Census Bureau, Synergos Technologies, Inc., Experian, and 
DecisionInsite/MissionInsite.   

 

3,479 of our neighbors live in 9718.                                                                                             
23.9% of them live below the poverty line! 

 
277 children under the age of 5 years old were reported in 9718.                                   

50.2% of them live below the poverty line! 
 
558 of our neighbors, 60 and better, were reported in 9718.                                               

4.7% of them live below the poverty line! 
 
690 of our neighbors were reported to be school age (5 – 17 years of age). 
23.2% of them live below the poverty line! 
 
The median income is less than the state average with 28.46% of households earning less 

than $25,000 per year. 
 
In 2017, 30.67% of the people aged 16+ were NOT in the labor force.  Of those who are 

working, 35.64% are employed in manufacturing. 
 
In 2017, households by size indicated the following:  1 person [27.24%]; 2 person 

[30.08%]; 3 person [17.07%]; 4 person [14.07%]; 5 person [7.40%]; 6 person [2.11%]; 
7 or more person [1.95%] 

 
In 2017; Female Householder [21.23%]; Male Householder [9.96%]; Married Couples 

[68.80%] 
 
In 2017, families with children looked like this:  Married [54.46%]; Female with no hus-

band present [27.93%]; Male with no wife present [17.61%] 
 
The majority of people who rent their homes have only one vehicle.  79.63% drive alone to 

work; 9.19% carpooled; 7.75% walked; 1.75% biked; and 1.69% drove a motorcycle. 
 
In 2017, 34.15% of the homes are renter occupied. 
 
The makeup of these households is not expected to change much over the next 10 years. 
 

 

 

Statistics for Census Tract 9718 ~~~ We can ’t  be FOR our neighbors i f  we don ’t  know them!  



The following statistics are related to life concerns and ministry-related details. 

 

STRONGEST CONCERNS ABOUT PERSONAL HEALTH AND LIFE BY RANK: 

*Personal health problems *Losing weight/diet issues *Getting over the past/ dealing with guilt *Making 
friends *Depression *Anger management / losing my temper 

 

STRONGEST CONCERNS ABOUT HOME AND FAMILY BY RANK: 

*Stress/time to relax *Time for friends/family  *Health crisis/illness  *Balancing work and family  
*Conflict resolution/arguing too much  *Caring for aging parents 

 

48.9% are concerned about day to day financial matters. 

51.4% are concerned about making the right choices / finding direction with a close second of 50.3% re-
porting fear of the future or the unknown. 

 

REASONS FOR NON-PARTICIPATION IN A RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 

PERSONAL LIFE: 

No time/less time available [31.6%]; No good faith community in the area [21.4%] 

Moved from community [19.7%]; Demands of raising children [19.3%] 

 

PERSONAL FAITH: 

Wasn’t relevant to my life [39.4%]; Unsure about personal beliefs [29.1%];                                     

Don’t believe in God [27/6%]; No longer believe [27.2%] 

 

ABOUT THE CHURCH: 

Religion too focused on money; Religious people too judgmental; 

Don’t believe in God; Don’t trust organized religion; Don’t trust religious leaders 

 

PROGRAM OR MINISTRY PREFERENCES:  TOP 15 THINGS THE PEOPLE DO WANT 

Warm and Friendly encounters 
Quality sermons 
Adult social activities 
Opportunities for volunteering in the community 
Family oriented opportunities 
Holiday programs and activities 
Traditional worship experiences 
Involvement in social causes 
Senior and retiree programs 
Cultural programs (music, drama, art) 
Bible or Scripture study/prayer groups 
Christian Education for children 
Crisis support groups 
Spiritual discussion groups 
Youth social activities 



Good Friday Windshield Tour 

Honor Flight Welcome 




