
Tr in i ty  Spire  

We are in the midst of celebrating the twelve days of the birth of Jesus Christ.  This is 
a time to remember Immanuel; God with us.  God is present in our life.  God has 
stepped out of heaven and came to live among human beings as a human being.  
God left His glory to take on flesh. The Messiah is here!  God is redeeming the world 
He created.  

This is what the Gospel of Luke (2:21-35) says about the days following the birth of 
Jesus. 21 When eight days had passed, Jesus’ parents circumcised him and gave him 
the name Jesus. This was the name given to him by the angel before he was con-
ceived. 22 When the time came for their ritual cleansing, in accordance with the Law 
from Moses, they brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (23 It’s 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord.”) 

24 They offered a sacrifice in keeping with what’s stated in the Law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons. 

25 A man named Simeon was in Jerusalem. He was righteous and devout. He eagerly anticipated the 
restoration of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 The Holy Spirit revealed to him that he wouldn’t 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Led by the Spirit, he went into the temple area. Meanwhile, 
Jesus’ parents brought the child to the temple so that they could do what was customary under the Law. 
28 Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said,  

29 “Now, master, let your servant go in  
peace according to your word,  
30 because my eyes have seen your salvation.  

31 You prepared this salvation in the  
presence of all peoples.  

32 It’s a light for revelation to the Gentiles  
and a glory for your people Israel.”  

33 His father and mother were amazed by what was said about him. 34 Simeon blessed them and said 
to Mary his mother, “This boy is assigned to be the cause of the falling and rising of many in Israel and 
to be a sign that generates opposition 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed. And a sword 
will pierce your innermost being too.” 
 

Let us begin this new year giving praise to God for the Messiah!  Let our hearts rejoice and sing with the 
angels how God has brought salvation to the world. We are chosen and called to participate in the sal-
vation of the world as God’s children.  We have had our eyes opened to see the Messiah. We have had 
our ears opened to hear the good news from the Messiah Jesus of Nazareth. We are like Simeon, sent 
out into the world to be those who recognize the Spirit of the Lord in others and bless them. How will you 
bless others in the new year?  How will you celebrate and glory God in your life this year?  How can you 
join and participate in the work of the Holy Spirit in the church and community for peace, joy, love and 
hope?    

Have a blessed New Year! 

Rev. Steve 
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Seeing 20/20 Through the Lens of Spiritual Practices. 

Every time a new year rolls around I think about how I want to approach my spiritual life for the coming year.  
Sometimes I use a yearly devotional, but I also like shorter term devotionals so I can learn from various authors.  
Sometimes I read enriching books during my quiet time.  I have used a rule for life for almost 20 years to help me 
stay on track throughout the year.  I enjoy practicing various ways to stay connected to God. 

This year, since it’s a new decade that just happens to be 2020, I would like to try something new and I would 
love for you to join me.  Generally speaking, 20/20 vision means we are able to see the things we need to see, 
right?   I will be facilitating a small group throughout 2020 to help us see more clearly … spiritually.  Seeing 
20/20 Through the Lens of Spiritual Practices. 

Each month, we will meet to learn a spiritual practice.  One month later, we will come back together to talk about 
our experiences with the practice and learn the next practice.  I will be available throughout the month if there are 
questions or a need to talk about the practice. 

We will meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at the church from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. The first meeting will be 
January 15th. In July, we will shift one week as I will be working at the North Central Jurisdictional Conference 
on the 3rd week.   

The practices we will learn are as follows: 

 
Our mission here at Trinity includes connecting, growing and serving.  We will connect with one another in the 
group and God through the practices.  Our intention is to grow spiritually to strengthen our relationship with God 

so that we are ready to serve in our church and in our world in 2020 and beyond.  The timing of each of these 
practices is chosen for a reason.  For example, everything should begin in prayer so that’s where we will start.  
We will learn fasting just before Lent.  Evangelism / Sharing our story just before the block party and Apple Fes-

tival and so on.  Some of these practices have an inward focus while others have an outward focus.  I look for-
ward to learning with you.  Look for the sign up at the connection center and let’s see what happens.            

Happy New Year!!                 Rev.  Angie 

January 15th Prayer  

February 19th
 Lectio Divina / Bible Study 

March 18th
 Fasting 

April 15th
 Silence / Meditation 

May 20th
 Sabbath Keeping 

June 17th
 Worship 

**July 22nd
 Honoring Our Body 

August 19th
 Evangelism / Sharing your Story 

September 16th
 Stewardship 

October 21st
 Discernment 

November 18th
 Self Examination (Reflection) 

December 16th
 Writing a Rule For Life 



 

 Many thanks to Rachel McGuire and her team for a successful Thanksgiving Dinner enjoyed by many! 

 Thank you to our custodian, Craig Balzar, for keeping a path open to the church when we got our surprise 
snowfall. 

 The beautiful Joy sign in the Narthex and sanctuary along with all the Joy wreaths are a beautiful sight, thanks 
to Debbie and Greg Miller.  

 Thanks to Judy Butler and her team for the our beautiful decorations and displays. And to Marcella Boman and 
Teri Taulbee for adding the candles and bows.  

 To all the people behind the scenes who helped get the Gathering Hall decorated, it is a marvelous sight.  

  I would like to personally thank all the youth who helped finish decorating the lobby and Gathering Hall for 
Christmas.  It looks great, if I do say so myself.  Pastor Phil 

December Worship Stats 

 8:25 10:45 Total  Offering 

Dec. 1 71 41 112 $4,779 

Dec. 8 78 32 110 $6,018 

Dec. 15 60 39 99 $3,196 

Dec. 22 65 40 105 $2,890 

Dec. 24 107 18 125 $   151 

Dec. 29 45 31 76 $2,739 

January 
2—Church Office open 

3—Trinity Youth Ice Skating Headwaters Park 

15—Seeing 20/20 through the Lens of Spiritual Practices begins 
20—MLK Day—office closed 

 

February 
17—President’s Day—office closed 

26—Ash Wednesday 

 

March 
6—American Red Cross Blood Drive 

8—Daylight saving time begins 

Trinity Youth 

As many of you know, 2019 was a crazy year full of transition and change. As I reflect on the youth this past 
year, I have witnessed some of them become more comfortable in their own skin, some face hurdles such as 
moving to another city for college, and all of them grow and mature into who they will become. As we begin 
2020, I have already started planning events that will help mold them into more confident people, and strengthen 
their relationship with Christ. I am excited to continue to watch these students grow before my eyes and see 
where they end up in the future.  

 
 
 
 

Joy to the World 



 

Thanksgiving Dinner 2019 






