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Dear Trinity, 

Last month I began my letter by discussing transitions. I think this is why for the last 
few days my attention has been drawn to the weather and seasons. I sit here writing 
this letter on what is the first day of spring although it does not feel like it. I know that 
it is perspective (because I think like the rest of us I am ready for spring) but it kind of 
feels like winter will never end. But as I write this we have robins playing in the yard 
and the bright green shoots of daffodils peeking out of the ground. It is interesting to 
think about this as we begin a time of transition as the church. This time of transition 
where the leadership team and I make preparations for a new pastor to walk with you 
on this journey of faith. And personally as I work to not be a lame duck and finish 
strong so that the ministry of Jesus Christ may continue to flourish here in 
Kendallville as well as make the necessary preparations for my family to transition to a 
new church and community.  

It is a good thing (however hard) to talk openly about transitions especially about our feelings as we say 
goodbye. So as we talk about transitions I have three requests that I would ask of you as we go through this 
time of transition (although it may sound like more).  

First I would ask that you be patient with one another. I know this is a big ask. The trouble with feelings, 
primarily feelings of grief, is that they all manifest themselves in different ways. In short we all grieve 
differently, so give each other some grace and space through this tenuous time. I would ask that you especially 
hold this grace toward the staff and the leadership of the church as they are taking on a lot in this process of 
transition (If you think about it drop them a note of encouragement because this is a tough time for them).  

The second is to participate in the transition process. There is work to be done at the church and the parsonage 
to show our great hospitality to the new pastor. We will have teams that will help the new pastor and their 
family to settle. And of course be thinking of ways that you can communicate the story of Trinity to the new 
pastor as one of the greatest calls of the church is to be stewards of our story. This is because we all are a part 
of the great story of God’s amazing grace. A big note here (and one where you get something to) is to take part 
in the new directory that will be shot at Trinity Church on May 9, 10, and 11th. These pictures are a great 
blessing to a new pastor.  

And lastly but most importantly, we need to pray. We as a church believe in the power of prayer. I began this 

letter by talking about seasons. It is important to remember that we are currently in the season of Lent. This is a 
season of reflection and renewal as we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ’s death and resurrection. I 
would ask that you would pray for my family and I as we transition to a new appointment. I especially ask for 
the strength to say good bye. I ask that you pray for our new pastor (we will know more about them soon) and 

their current church as they say good bye. And lastly, pray for yourselves and the ministry of Trinity Church 
that God will lead you forward together (with a new pastor) to show the amazing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to the people of Kendallville, IN. 
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Last month, I asked you to reflect on three questions during Lent: 
What will you do…learn…or become in the liminal space between now and July?   
What will you let go of so that your hands are free to embrace something new? 
What can we do together that will make us even stronger when our new pastor arrives? 

 
It has been a challenging month for many of us personally, professionally and as a church family coming to 
terms with Chris moving and a new pastor coming…and then NOT coming.  The word “mulligan” just 
might be our buzz word for a little while!   
 
I’m not generally a Wikipedia fan, but I looked up the word mulligan and this is what it said, “A mulligan is 
a second chance to perform an action, usually after the first chance went wrong through bad luck or a 
blunder. Its best-known meaning is in golf, whereby a player is informally allowed to replay a stroke, even 
though this is against the formal rules of golf.” 
 
When I think of mulligan, I remember the story of mulligan stew when I was a kid.  That recipe includes 
throwing odds and ends of food into a pot and making stew.  I can embrace both meanings when I cook.  
Let’s just say a second chance at mulligan stew gone bad is probably a good option and that would be why 
Chris does the cooking in our home!  
 
We don’t always know why uncommon things happen…like going through the appointment process a 
second time.  We know why the decision was made and we know the conference stepped up and came to us 
honestly calling the mulligan.  The concern I heard that day relates to trusting whether the next decision will 
be right.  I remembered my devotional and an entry about asking why and trusting. 
 
“My ways are mysterious and unpredictable, but they are good.  Don’t get trapped in a posture of demanding 
to know ‘Why?’  That is the wrong question to ask Me.   The right questions are: ‘How do you want me to 
view this situation?’ and ‘What do you want me to do right now?’  You cannot change the past, so start 
with the present moment and seek to find My way forward.  Trust Me one day, one moment at a 
time.” (Sarah Young~ Jesus Always: Embracing Joy in His Presence) 

A mulligan is a second chance.  Our conference leaders are praying and trusting God to help them find their 
way forward with a second chance to bring us a pastor that will be the right person to guide us.  Every 
church is a little like mulligan stew with odds and ends of people thrown into one pot we call our church 
family and it can’t be easy to find a person to step in and be the sous-chef (the second in command in a 
kitchen) to our MASTER CHEF (God) who will help us nourish our community.  
 
There are a lot of questions to think about as we approach Easter.  Come to think of it…Easter is a 
foreshadowing of our own mulligans.  As hard as we try, we are not always going to get things right the first 
time around, but Jesus is about to rise again as living proof that we can trust God to guide our second 
chances.  Keep learning…keep letting go…keep moving forward…KEEP TRUSTING.  Mulligan stew 
anyone? 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Angie 
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What’s Going On? By Pastor Chris 
Today I am going to do one of my favorite things. Answer questions that nobody asked. You may have seen 
that our special Easter offering is going to the Matsiko world orphan choir. My worry is that we may not have 
painted the full picture of who this group is and their ministry. (Especially since I put the wrong date of their 
performance in previous communications). So in an effort to communicate more clearly here are a few 
unasked answered questions (would that be a UAQ rather than a FAQ (Frequently asked questions))?  
What is the Matsiko World Orphan Choir? 
Currently made up of some of the poorest orphaned and at-risk children from Peru, India, Liberia and Nepal, 
the Matsiko World Orphan Choir (the flagship vehicle of International Children’s Network – ICN) captures 
the hearts of all who hear their hope-filled message. The kids sing with such passion and meaning that their 
hope of overcoming tragedy and the life-changing effects of an education is truly inspiring. The Choir’s 
contagious energy and zeal shines through a powerful presentation of original songs, cultural dances, and 
multimedia testimony. Never before in the history of these four nations have orphaned or vulnerable children 
been allowed to travel outside of their nation. However, due to the great work of ICN for the children, a great 
trust has allowed this historic cultural opportunity to happen. 
How did we get connected with the Matsiko World Orphan Choir? 
As we have seen in our own community the best work in working as a non-profit comes from partnering 
between organizations. Through our work with Quechua Benefit we were introduced to one of their partner 
organizations Matsiko World Orphan Choir. In the past (and hopefully here again soon), children from Casa 
Chapi (the elementary age school of Quechua Benefit) have performed with the Matsiko World Orphan Choir.  
So why are we working with Matsiko World Orphan Choir? 
Because we (as the church) have learned that the best way for people in the US to learn about the world is 
through seeing. Our missionary team can only share so much. Also not everyone can go to Peru (as we have 
stated before God calls us to be goers and senders). Because of this we would love for the people of Trinity 
Church and Kendallville, IN to experience the children of the world. 
How can you help? 
There are many ways to help. First give to Operation Easter Transformation. This money will directly support 
the ministry of Matsiko World Orphan Choir to share their message of hope. Secondly come to their concert 
here at Trinity Church on June 16th and invite your friends. Thirdly you can volunteer to host members of the 
choir during the week of June 9 through the 16th. If you would like to help in this way please let the church 
office know.  
Thank you so much in advance for your support of this marvelous ministry that shares the story of these 
orphan children around the world. If you would like to see a clip about the choir you can check it out here. 
http://fox2now.com/2013/07/24/matsiko-world-orphan-choir-brings-hope-to-children-around-the-globe/ As 
always if you have any questions feel free to e-mail me at chris@trinitychurchum.org or contact the church 
office.  

 

 

 

We are excited to announce that we will be partnering with other youth groups and putting 
on a “Night Of Hope” for the youth of Kendallville.  Miss Fort Wayne will be here on May 

19th to host the event.  Keep on the lookout for more information.   

http://fox2now.com/2013/07/24/matsiko-world-orphan-choir-brings-hope-to-children-around-the-globe/
mailto:chris@trinitychurchum.org


 

 

   

 

 Thank you to Cathie Kreigh who shared her marvelous musical talent with the first service. 
 
 Thank you to Dian Lute, MJ Judt, and Phil Muncie who went above and beyond this last month to help 

someone who was in need. 
 
 Thank you to everyone who donated their service hours toward a members hearing aids.  

 
 A special thank you to Conference Superintendent Dave Neckers who continues to work with the leader-

ship team to best meet the pastoral needs of Trinity Church. 

What’s Happening at Trinity 

April 
13—Kid’s Easter Party at Pastor Chris’ house—10:30am 

18—Men’s Lunch Bunch—11:30am 

19—Good Friday noon service at Faith UM 

19—Windshield  Tour TCUM sanctuary—6:00pm  

21—Easter Sunday— 8:25 traditional service in sanctuary 

        10:45 celebration service in Gathering Hall 

23—Sewing for Missions—9am-2pm 

28-29—Men’s Lunch Bunch—US Airforce Museum, Dayton 

 

Summer Camp Information 
It’s time to start making plans and reservations for summer camps.  Here are the links to United 
Methodist Church camps. 

Early bird registration is due by April 15th.  Trinity is graciously covering 75%.  See Debbie M. for 
questions and registration codes.  debbiem@trinitychurchum.org  

Impact information about the camps— https://impact2818.org/about/ 

Schedule for Impact— 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1doaGHONqWOWuGN9pJR_B1gzofEm99WP1/view 

Pastor Angie has also informed us that Common Grace, through The Salvation Army, wants to send 
kids from Noble County to Camp Hidden Falls this summer.  The only cost to you is a $25 registration 
fee and the commitment to have a great time.  Here is the web site info please check it out and let 
Debbie or Angie know if you are interested. 

http://www.hiddenfallscamp.org/camp/ 

mailto:debbiem@trinitychurchum.org

