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Dear Trinity Family,
April begins with the great news that Jesus Christ has risen from the grave (no
fooling.) Now is our time like the disciples to ask what happens next. We have
experienced the live changing work of Christ’s resurrection. This experience
cannot be limited to one moment or day. The love that God shows us in the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ changes us and calls us to action.
So throughout the next couple of months, in light of the resurrection and our
“For” teaching series, we are going to begin to ask ourselves, “What Now.”
What do we, as people in Kendallville at this time, do in response to the love
Pastor Chris Stephens
God has shown us in Jesus Christ. I have mentioned a few responses we have to
this that relate to our “For Kendallville” campaign. The first is the “Pay It
Backward” concept. We are going to get car magnets (and static clings if your car is not magnetic)
and we encourage you to pay for the person behind you at the drive-thru (Note: Ease drop on their
order if they are ordering a catering order it is ok to try again another time.) The second is we will
have For Fridays where we encourage everyone in our church and on social media to support a local
business. (And give them the best Friday of their year.) And another is to support other groups in
our community by being a part of the run/walk’s that raise money or awareness for causes in our
community. We would join as a team and wear For Kendallville t–shirts. So as we leave Easter we
should be thinking “What Next?”
The last thing I want to talk to you about in my letter today is to ask you for a favor. Throughout the
month of April we will be collecting questions. Many times I rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit
to pick my topics for teaching. But in May we will begin a teaching series called, “You Asked for
It.” This series will be filled with topics you suggest. So if there is a deep burning question you have
or you would like to learn more about a specific topic, please submit a question/topic. Now this series will only run for 7 weeks so if we do not get to your topic, I will address it personally or will
work it into future teachings. I am excited to see what the Holy Spirit leads you to want to learn
about. We will be accepting your topics in a variety of ways. You can e-mail them directly to me at
chris@trinitychurchum.org or by calling the church office. We will also run them as a questionnaire
on the back of the connections card. Thank you so much for your help in this work to grow deeper
in our faith.
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You have blessed me beyond words! Chris and I are so grateful for your
outpouring of support as I headed into the last major hurdle in my 7-year journey
toward ordination. I could feel every prayer as I entered the interview room that
day. I am so grateful that God has blessed us with a home church that raised us up
into ministry and a new church family that welcomed us so readily and has given me
the grace to grow into the role of the deacon.
I have had a lot of questions, so let me answer the most common ones.
[1] What’s the difference between an elder and a deacon?
Elders and Deacons are considered to be in equal ordination. Our educational requirements are the same, but
we are called to different orders. Elders are ordained to Word, Service, Order and Sacrament. They are
usually lead and associate pastors in the church and are charged with administering the church and
overseeing the Sacraments along with many other duties. Elders are itinerant, which means they move
around.
Deacons are ordained to Word, Service, Compassion and Justice. The majority of us are appointed beyond
the local church for our primary appointment. We are required to find our own appointment and it must be
cleared by the Bishop and cabinet. My primary appointment is Common Grace Ministries. If we are
appointed outside of the church, we are also required to have a secondary appointment in a local church
because our role is to connect the church and the world. Trinity is my secondary appointment.
[2] Does this mean you are leaving to have your own church?
No, I’m here as long as you will allow me to stay and God doesn’t call me elsewhere. Deacons are not
itinerant like elders. We move when, either we request a move or the church requests we be removed. I will
serve with you and Common Grace as long as God has me here.
[3] Do we call you reverend now?
Actually, we earn that title and we are licensed by the state when we are commissioned. While we are in
commissioning, we are provisional deacons or provisional elders. When we are ordained, we are deacons or
elders in full connection. You can still call me Pastor Angie or Angie. You won’t see a change in what I am
doing at Common Grace Ministries or Trinity. I am already being called to serve on projects at the district or
conference level and have been asked to serve on the North Central Jurisdictional team for the 2020 as the
mission and accessibility coordinator. That happens because we are all asked to serve our orders as well as
the local church.
[4] When is your ordination?
June 9th on the Saturday of Annual Conference in Indianapolis around 11 or so. You are all welcome to
come, but if you are unable to make the trip, it will be live-streamed at www.inumc.org I hope you can
catch the ceremony…not just for me, but because it is an amazing worship service. My call came during that
ceremony on June 11, 2011.
God bless you and thanks for being so supportive. It means so very much to me and to Chris.

Pastor Angie

Easter Egg Hunt
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 The year is off to a great start. The “For” campaign is underway and gathering traction. I can’t








wait to see the impact that Trinity Church has on Kendallville.
Our tech team is growing, as well as other teams that are being birthed.
Easter preparation has been underway and we couldn’t be more excited.
Thank you to Frederick Fusco, Wendell Fritz, Don Hickman, and John and Carol Blume for
your help tearing down the old walls in the Gathering Hall to get them ready for drywall. Thank
you for Steve Brittenham and Greg Miller for loading and taking away all the old materials.
Thank you to Debbie Miller who set up everything for the Children’s Easter Egg Hunt it was a
fun time. Thank you for Michelle Stephens and Mattie Fitzharris for helping hide the eggs.
Thank you to Jayne Hickman who set up everything for our St. Patrick’s Day party and game
night. Thanks for everyone who joined us it was a lot of fun.
Thank you to the Men’s discussion group who met earlier this month to continue to discuss
matters of faith as they relate to the Civil War. Thanks especially to Dave Beare who brought a
marvelous presentation to the group. Thank you for sharing your research.
This month the Sewing for Missions group completed 60 medicine bags for a medical mission
trip in April to Bolivia. Six sleeping mats for the homeless were sent to Ft. Wayne. Also school
kit bags for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief), and 10 Haiti dresses were
finished.

Spring is upon us and that means one thing - Registration for Momentum is upon us. The first
deadline for the down deposit is March 31st. $75.00 will be due by this time if you want the
cheapest registration fee, so don’t hesitate if you want to save those dollars. We will be doing a few
different fundraisers over the spring and summer months to help with the full cost. More
information to come for the fundraiser dates
Momentum will be open for all students in 8th though 12th grades. Momentum is an amazing
opportunity or your student to be enveloped in a God centered experience for the week. It’s not an
event that they will want to miss.

Trinity Spire

What’s Going On?
As many of you heard in worship we started a prayer network that allows you to see weekly
prayers of those in the congregation. We have started this process and will continue but I
wanted to address a few questions I have received (and some I haven’t.) I want to address
these questions so everyone understands and again if you have any questions about this
process please feel free to contact the church office or e-mail me directly at
chris@trinitychurchum.org.
How do I receive prayer requests? If you have signed up for the pr ayer networ k you should
already be receiving prayer requests (if you are not please call the office so we can work out
this issue.) If you have not signed up we are continually adding people to those who wish to
pray for our people, church, and community. You can receive prayer requests in two ways.
First you can receive via e-mail (This is the preferred method.) Secondly we can send by First
Class Mail (please note this will take more time and incur a cost to the church.)
How can I submit a prayer request? The methods for submitting pr ayer r equests do not
change in this process. You can share a request through the slips in worship areas or on your
connections card as well as by contacting the church office. The only change comes in how
we share these requests. The largest thing we need is permission to share. For us to send a
prayer request out we need the person (or a verifiable representative like a family member) to
give permission for us to share that prayer request. For example, I can ask that the church
share a prayer request for me because I am sick. But Pastor Angie cannot ask the church to
share a prayer request for me because I am sick (unless I have asked her too.) The next
question should finish this topic.
What requests can I share? Please shar e ever ything you know. The chur ch will take the
effort to edit and redact prayers as needed. Many times the church cannot respond because we
do not know. If you know something please share with us. The edit and redacting only effects
what is shared by the church with the prayer teams.
Why this much effort? Because Tr inity chur ch is a Chr ist-centered church that believes in the
power of prayer we want to have the church praying for the family of God. At the same time
we need to be responsible about maintaining people’s privacy and information. Please join us
as we try to live out our call to prayer but to do so in a responsible manner.

If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Phil. Cell: 260-5150660 or Email: phil@trinitychurchum.org

March Worship Stats
8:25 10:45 Total

What’s Happening in April

Offering

Mar. 4

73

34

107

$8817

Mar. 11

63

56

119

$3791

Mar.18

76

47

123

$4602

Mar. 25

73

50

123

$10616

1—Easter Sunday services 8:25—Traditional, 10:45
Contemporary
1—Gathering Hall remodel—watch for announcements
15—Summer Camp Early Bird Registration deadline
24—Sewing for Missions—9am-2pm, carry-in lunch

Watch for updates in Connections on the remodeling of our
Gathering Hall

