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“For This We Wait” 

I’m not going to lie to you. I was pretty sure that I had already written a 
devotional on waiting that I was just going to recycle and use for this 
newsletter. After all, I’m super busy at the moment, between ministering 
to all of you lovely people, trying to figure out how to parent a hormonal 
toddler and a teething baby, being a great husband, hunting for Bambi, 
and still finding time to work on myself. However, I can’t seem to find it, 
which I’m pretty sure means God deleted it from my files. So, here we 
are, as Advent has officially begun, I must sit and take time to reflect on 
what God is wanting me to write on this page.  

Isn’t it funny how that works sometimes? As the year draws to a close and a new beginning is on the 
horizon, our time seems to flee from us as we host parties, bake pies, smoke turkeys, buy presents, and deco-
rate our houses with enough lights that NASA can see them from space; and yet we find ourselves in a season 
of waiting; a season of Advent 

The dictionary defines Advent as this:  

  1. a coming into place, view, or being; arrival. 
  2. the coming of Christ into the world. 
  3. period beginning four Sundays before Christmas, observed in commemoration  
      of the coming of Christ into the world. 
 

So here we are. Advent is upon us and we can feel the excitement in the air as we draw closer to that 
magical day. The day we as Christians celebrate the birth of our Savior’s immaculate entry to this earth. 
And yet, so often, it becomes so easy to forget to take time out of our busy schedules just to wait. How easy 
is it to allow our calendars to become so full with parties and other engagements (Church included), that we 
start to lose sight of what this time should really be about? Now, I don’t want this article to be one of those 
that makes you feel guilty. I actually want the exact opposite. I truly believe that now is the time that the 
Church (Big C… that means you) can be a city on hill. We can be the guiding light that we were always 
meant to be. Now is the time we have waited for. 

I want you to challenge yourself this month. As Christmas draws near, we should be preparing the 
way for God to move in Kendallville. How simple would it be to look for the everyday opportunities to show 
just a glimpse of Christ’s love to others? We have been given the greatest Christmas present in the history of 
all Christmas presents and we have the ability to share that gift with other people. We literally get to be Santa 
Claus; well, besides the whole coming down a chimney thing.  

Let us take a look at what this season of Advent is all about for a minute.  

“While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she 
wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock 
at night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood near them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; 
and they were terribly frightened. And so the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for 
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” – Luke 2:6-11 

God knew that the birth of Christ was a big deal. So much so, that he sent random shepherds a message to 
follow a star that led them to a tiny manger. He didn’t want to keep this a secret, for one day, that baby would 
become the savior that we all needed, but none of us deserved.  

So as we ramp up our schedules with worship team rehearsals, youth events (Christmas party at my place 
on December 19th) and ugly sweater parties, let us take time out of our day to wait. Wait for the divine mo-
ments that arise while talking to someone at the grocery store. Wait for the opportunity to give a gift without 
the assumption of reciprocation. Wait for the chance to change someone’s life. After all, that’s the whole 
point of this whole Christmas thing; isn’t it?   
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To Be and Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. 
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Address label here 

The vision of Trinity Church United Methodist is “to challenge each other to make sure we are   
Connecting to God in Jesus Christ, Growing in our faith in Jesus Christ, and Serving in our world for Jesus Christ.” 

In-Person:  

        8:30 - Traditional Service in Sanctuary 

      10:45 - Celebration Service in Gathering Hall 

December 

  1 - Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am 
 

  4 - Christmas in Kendallville -  
       (9-12) selling fudge at CLC 
       (1-3:00) selling hot dogs, chips and coffee and passing 
       out devotionals and gifts to children (in front of  
       Betty Lou’s on Main Street) 
 

  5 - Sunday - regular worship and ministry schedule 
          8:30 - Traditional Service in Sanctuary 
          9:45 - Friendship Class 
        10:45 - Celebration Service in Gathering Hall 
        11:00 - Children’s Church 
          6:00 - Trinity Youth Hangout / Bible Study (Email  
         Phil@trinitychurchum.org for more information.) 
 

  5 - Salvation Army Red Kettle -  
        Trinity Bell Ringing Day of Service 
 

 

 

  8 - Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am 
 

12 - Sunday - regular worship and ministry schedule 
 

13 - TCUM Staff Meeting a 9:00 
 

15 - Women’s Bible Study at 9:30 am 
 

19 - Sunday - regular worship and ministry schedule 
 

       Trinity Youth Christmas celebration at Phil and  
       Rachel’s house.   
 

24 - Office closed for Christmas holiday;  

        reopens January 3 
 

24 - Christmas Eve worship at 7:00 (Gathering Hall) 
 

26 - Sunday - regular worship and ministry schedule 

Trinity will be participating in Christmas in Kendallville on December 4th.  We will be selling fudge at the CLC from 9-12 

and selling hot dogs, chips, and coffee and passing out devotionals and gifts to the children on Main Street (in front of Betty 

Lou's) from 1-3 pm.  If you want to help, please see me.  Or stop by and see us on that day.  Debbie Miller 
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The Mitten Tree goes up this weekend!  As you begin your shopping, keep an eye out for hats, mittens and gloves—items 
that we can deliver to our schools that will help keep our children warm and protected from the cold weather as they attend 
school and go outside.  Judy Butler 

The Salvation Army Red Kettle kick off is just around the corner on Nov 26th and will run through Christmas Eve.  The 
Trinity Bell Ringing Day of Service is scheduled for Sunday, December 5th at the Walmart Grocery Door.  Please help us 
fill up the day.  The sign up sheet is available at the ministry center.  If you want to ring at other times, as well, you can use 
your phone and the QR code on the bulletin insert or the fliers or you can see me at church or call the Common Grace  
Ministries Office.  260-349-1942    Rev. Angie 

On Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 12:00 pm there will be a “Pizza with the Pastor” gathering at Pizza Hut in Kendallville.  If 

you have been attending worship here at Trinity Church and would like to know more about becoming a member, affirming 

your faith through confirmation, give your life to Christ and accept Him as Lord and Savior, or just learn more about the 

United Methodist Church, I would love for you to join me and Pastor Phil for Pizza.  This is also a way for us to better get to 

know each other.  There is a sign-up sheet at the Ministry Center to be sure I’ve reserved enough seats at the table for every-

one interested.  Rev. Steve 


