
 

 
An Easter Greeting from Bishop Trimble 

 

Dear Beloved of God, 

The Church has left the building. 

This Easter and the days before us represent a challenging and painful season.  

However, we have some Good News to declare. 

In fact, our story is not shaped nor defined by the global Coronavirus, or COVID-19, pandemic. Our 
story is shaped by a 2,000 year-old story that is more than just good news. It is Gospel news, which 
is very good news! “God so loved the world that God gave his only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not perish but may have eternal life” (John 3:16 NRSV). 

In John 3, the conjunction “so” that comes before “that everyone who believes in him may not per-
ish” comes from the Greek word meaning “in this way or in this manner.” We can focus on measur-
ing how much but overlook how much God gave. 

The manner in which God gave is through Jesus on the cross. He was tortured, beaten, crucified, 
and buried. We are the beneficiaries of the Bible, so we know how the story ends. Jesus is raised 
from the dead, and every Easter we declare Jesus is risen, risen indeed! God wins! Love wins! 

So, how is it with your soul? If you are like me, you don’t like that we aren’t able to go to church. Our 
home church or any church. We are not sure when social distancing will end nor the pandemic that 
has disrupted so much of our lives and the global human family. Our churches are important places 
of worship and critical meeting places for children and adults in our communities. 

Yes, we have left the buildings, and I pray that we do not return the same. God, who is never caught 
by surprise when calamity comes, is reminding us that we are created as human beings called to be 
the Body of Christ not defined by the building we worship in. The unity we have experienced in trag-
edy is not to be sacrificed for a longing for the familiar over the calling of our Savior. 

All has changed, but we are still Easter people with Good News to share. 

Beautiful People of God, when we read the resurrection story, we are reminded that when Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to the tomb, the stone was already rolled away. The faithful 
who came to mourn and anoint a dead body found an empty tomb. Everything Jesus had told his 
disciples came to pass, and I believe the stone was rolled away not so Jesus could get out, but for 
those who were burdened with fear and crippled with grief could look in. The tomb is empty, and Je-
sus is risen. 

We have Good News to declare. Sin and death have been defeated, and God has work for us to do. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again! 

Be encouraged because He lives, 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble 
Resident Bishop 
Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church 
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Tr in i ty  Sp i re  

It has been six weeks since we have been able to physically gather together in wor-
ship.  Many of us are staying away from family and friends who might be a risk to our 
health during this COVID-19 pandemic.  Our world and our lives seem to have been 
turned upside down and inside out.  

This brings me to ask the question: God, what is it you are doing? What do you want 
me to learn from this experience?  How should I respond in this situation?  

God is letting us know he is still in charge. As I was asking these questions, this scrip-
ture came to me from Isaiah 55:6-9 (CEB). 

Seek the Lord when he can still be found; call him while he is yet near.  
7 
Let the wicked abandon their ways and the sinful their schemes.  

Let them return to the Lord so that he may have mercy on them,  
to our God, because he is generous with forgiveness.  

8 
My plans aren’t your plans, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

9 
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my plans 

than your plans. 
 
The prophet Isaiah through the Holy Spirit is speaking to us. We are in need of returning to the Lord. We 
must admit we fall short of the glory of God and the call he has placed upon us as children of God. We 
have turned away from God in our pride, arrogance and narcissism. We must ignore our own pride and 
concept of seeking the Lord for it is filled with the filth and the debris of this fat and spiritually uneducated 
generation. 
 
We must “look up” toward heaven. Spiritual formation challenges us to move upward and inward. We are 
admonished to both seek and to call upon the Lord. The call is for the pure in heart for they are never sat-
isfied with themselves. They are conscious of Romans 13: 7-25. We are aware of the two natures within 
us (Romans 8:4-8). 
 
God is reminding us we must always seek the Lord for this is why we are controlled by our new nature, 
which is the Holy Spirit within us. We will not always understand the ways of God as Isaiah tells us 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. But we can always turn to God who will have mercy on us. We 
come to this point where people are seeking for God in the midst of this pandemic. We know God is gen-
erous with his forgiveness and will have mercy on those who turn and return to Him.  
 
Until we can gather together again in a physical presence, seek the Lord with an authentic heart. Be 
truthful about your motives. God is near. Call upon Him in your day of trouble and the Lord will make his 
presence known.  We are resurrection people and God is creating a new world and reality for all of us. 
Look to Jesus and live a resurrected LIFE in Christ.  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all 
things.  
To Him be the glory forever!  Amen. 
Rev. Steve 
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It’s quiet and late as I write.  Like everyone else, these days of quarantine run together.  
Chris and I joke (sort of) about how fast “Friday Night Smack Down” rolls around each 
week and we don’t even watch it.  While some may feel the days moving at a painfully slow 
pace, others of us are putting in what seems like endless hours and we can’t keep up with 
what day it is.   

 
Each morning I take my quiet time and listen to my prayer app, read my Bible and pray.  Sunday morning my 
favorite prayer app crashed and it would not re-load for anything!  I finally gave in and found another one call 
Lectio365.   
 
I’m pretty sure this was a God thing.  Apparently, with many other churches across the UK, this group is pray-
ing 2 Chronicles 7:14 together this whole week in response to the COVID 19 Crisis.  Each day, a reader reads 2 
Chronicles 7:12-15 and then the primary speaker breaks down another element of 2 Chronicles 7:14.  It has been 
a tremendous study.  I encourage you to check this out as once you download, you can go back and listen to pre-
vious sessions. It’s free. 
 
So here is a little taste of this Lectio Divina from Lectio365: 
12Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: “I have heard your prayer, and have chosen 
this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.  13 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command locusts 
to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, 14 if My people who are called by My name will hum-
ble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made 
in this place. 
 
Notice these three words that result in three promises from God:   
WHEN (bad things happen) 
IF (my people humble themselves and pray)  
THEN (God offers three promises)  
God will: 
HEAR (from heaven and be attentive and engaged with open eyes and ears) 
FORGIVE (their  sin) 
HEAL (their  land) 
 
Each day they work with just one of those words and weave it into prayer and thought.  How can I be humble 
today?  Who needs my forgiveness today?  How can I pray for those who are away from the faith right now be-
cause their hearts have been broken and they feel God is not near in this crisis?  How can I pray that they will 
feel the healing attentiveness and engagement of God in their lives? 
 
These are all questions the readers have asked this week on just the words of one verse.  Lectio Divina is a gift 
that can open up the Scriptures to us in ways we have not heard it before…even old familiar Scriptures we can 
quote by heart.  Lectio brings the words from the quoting of our lips to the quieting of our hearts.  God IS near.  
God IS attentive if only we will humble ourselves and pray. God bless you and keep you safe and well. 
 

Rev. Angie 

 

 

April Worship Stats 

 8:25 10:45 Total  Offering 

April  5      $4,343 

April 12      $6,326 

April 19      $4,237 

April 26    $3,562 

 

We are still not able to meet together  for 
worship in our buildings.  Please continue to 
visit the Trinity Church website at 
www.trinitychurchum.org for the announce-
ment about when restrictions will be lifted so  
we can gather once again.   
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 Summer Camp  

 Parents and Grandparents who are planning summer camp for their children should 
continue to make those reservations.  Impact 2818 has made changes to their refund policies so campers can re-
ceive a full refund up till 7 days prior to the start date of camp. That way if this virus has not calmed down you can 
get a refund.  If you have any questions please let me know, or go online to  impact2818.org  for information on all 
available camp,policies and regulations.  Please contact Debbie Miller (debbiem@trinitychurchum.org or 260-499-
0438) for your discount coupon before registering.  Remember there are camp opportunities for everyone from kin-
dergarten to high school seniors. 

Sunday School Lessons 

 Trinity's Children's ministries coordinator is sending a children's lesson to all the children of trinity to do at home during this 
special time.  If you don't currently receive a lesson and wish to just let Debbie know, (debbiem@trinitychurchum.org)   

Apple Festival Plans 

Even though Apple Festival isn't till October 3rd and 4th it is time to start filing paperwork and making plans.  If there is any-
one wanting to help organize this event please let Debbie Miller know.  debbiem@trinitychurchum.org or 260-499-0438  

 To all the members who are keeping in touch and encouraging each other.  I have certainly enjoyed the phone calls and messages I have 
received.—Deb Miller 

 Korynn and Cody Freels along with their 18-month-old daughter Eowynn (AY-oh-WIN) will be welcoming a baby boy to the family on 
August 24, 2020. 

 We, at CGM, are so thankful for the many people who have come alongside us in so many ways so that we can continue to help our 
neighbors. 

 I am so very thankful for the amazing ladies who have contributed over 150 masks just to the nursing homes alone in the past few 
weeks.  You are making a difference and I have seen tears well up above masks more than once as they come to the door to send their 
thanks to you.  We have been able to give 177 masks and 118 face shields to skilled nursing facilities across Noble County. 

 This is a bubble of up for Dian Lute as she retires from CGM after 8 years of service.  We will miss her more than words can say, but 
we wish her all the best.  We are welcoming Brooke Hastings aboard as the new Administrative Assistant, not as Dian’s replacement, 
but as the next chapter.  God Bless You, Dian.  
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