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Dear Trinity, 

After all of my time as a pastor, one of the hardest things in ministry has been 
saying goodbye to our loved ones. Since I have been at Trinity we have lost 
many of our spiritual pillars as they have passed from this life and gone home. 
We celebrate the fact that they have finished their course in faith and yet we 
still feel their loss. 

If you have been to one of the funerals I have officiated, you know that I em-
phasize the fact that our loved ones have gone home. I also point out that we 
have to deal with the real loss of our loved ones in our lives. We have to deal 
with this loss in the form of grief. The world many times tells us the lie that 
grief is something for us to “get over,” but the truth is that there is no getting 

over our grief. The only way to deal with our grief is to get through it. And the way we get through 
grief is together.  

The way I suggest moving forward together is to honor the memories of those who have passed. By 
celebrating those who have passed we remember who they were to us and how they made us who 
we are today. We have talked in our current teaching series about pouring love into the lives of oth-
ers. This process of moving through grief together is honoring those who poured love into us. So I 
have a suggestion for how we do this together as a church. 

My suggestion revolves around a church holiday that we sometimes overlook: All Saints Day. This 
celebration is a chance for us to honor those who have gone before. In years past we have celebrated 
by reading the names of those members who have passed in the last year, lighting a candle, and 
ringing a bell. The one thing that this overlooks is the personal losses of the church. I know many of 
you have lost loved ones that are not members of the church this last year. So I would ask that all of 
you submit the names of those loved ones you have lost this last year so that we may read their 
name and light a candle in honor of them. The other piece is that I would like to collect memories 
and stories for anyone who has passed (at any time not just this last year) so that we may honor 
these memories in a special way. Over the next month we will send out cards for you to return these 
memories so we can truly grieve together. 

We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on Sunday, November 4th at both services. I encourage you to 

share the names of your loved ones who have passed over the last year and to complete the memory 

cards when they are distributed. Thank you for your help as we share this burden of loss together.   
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As we prepare to welcome our first exchange student, the word courage 
has really been on my mind.  The amount of courage it takes for a 16-
year-old student to travel half way around the world to live with total 

strangers for 9 or 10 months is mind-boggling.  The courage it takes for parents to allow 
them to do this is equally mind-boggling AND humbling that they would trust us with their 
son.  I have friends who have said the courage WE have to turn an empty nest into a home 
for a teenager we have never met is mind-boggling…or if it isn’t now, our minds might bog-
gle a little getting used to having a teenager in the house again.  Not to mention that he will 
be involved in playing soccer and swimming!  Our kids were in music!  We never did the 
sports gig except golf for Andy. 

My favorite scripture about courage is represented in Joshua 3:14-17.  The Israelites are fi-
nally preparing to cross the Jordan into the promised land.  The waters of the Jordan were at 
flood stage and over the tops of their banks.  The priests who were carrying the Ark of the 
Covenant had to have the courage to put their foot in the raging waters BEFORE the water 
would stop so they could cross on dry land. 

I have loved this image for years and it has given me courage many times over.  Part of my 
assigned work for ordination was to write a Bible Study.  I don’t have much on my bucket 
list, but writing a book is one of those things.  I chose to write the Bible Study as if I were 
going to publish it and I wrote it about Joshua.  My ordination interview team encouraged 
me to publish it.   

This is where you come in.  I have had one person, Jean Hostler, read it.  Kathy’s ladies’ 

group is going to work through it and provide feedback this Fall.  I would welcome more 
readers and more honest feedback to prepare it for publishing.  If you, or a group you are in 
would like to read it and work through it, I will give you a copy to read if you promise to 
critique it for me.  That’s where courage comes in again because I have to admit I feel a lit-
tle bare putting this out there, but it’s time for me to put my foot in the water if I’m going to 

fulfill that bucket list dream.  It’s never too late…after all…I waited until I was 54 and a 
grandma to be a soccer mom!  Please let me know if you are willing to help me cross this 
Jordan.  
Blessings, 
Pastor Angie 

 



Page 3 Trinity Spire 

 

What’s Going On (by Pastor Chris) 

 
I write you today because I have begun to receive questions regarding the changes that have been pro-
posed by the larger United Methodist Church concerning human sexuality. At the 2016 General Con-
ference (the large gathering of United Methodists from all over the world that sets the policy for the 
United Methodist church,) there was a call from the floor for the bishops to help us find a way for-
ward on our disagreements over the issues of homosexuality. The answer the bishops brought was the 
creation of a commission to study this issue called the “Commission on the Way Forward.” This 
group was designed to bring many different points of view and to present options to the Council of 
Bishops for them to present to a special General Conference that will be held February 23-26th in St. 
Louis, MO.  

This group has completed their work and presented it to the Council of Bishops. The Council has an 
option that they feel is best called the “One Church Plan.” There are two other plans that this group 
has presented but the truth is that any plan, not just the ones presented by the Commission on a Way 
Forward, can be presented at this special General Conference. There are a lot of intricacies to these 
plans that I cannot express in this short article. I will tell you that there are many people expressing 
what they think these plans mean and what they do not. I want to let you know there is no consensus 
on neither what will or will not happen nor what result these changes will have in the church. Because 
this is so complicated, I want to propose that we have some open meetings/times of prayer for our 
larger church where I will present the various pieces of these plans. I will be putting out some sign-
ups to see if people would like to learn more about this issue in a calm and prayerful manner. I also 
would like to know what times work best so that we can make the most of our time together. And if 
there is enough interest, we will set these meetings.  As always I am happy to answer your questions 
as they come, but I will tell you that I will prefer to set a time to talk with you as I feel the best way to 
talk about these changes are in a prayerful conversation face to face. 

So with all of that, what do we do? The best thing for us to do is to be the church. This is one issue in 
our larger church family, but this is nothing new in the church—we have seen it in our study of the 
book of Acts. The best thing for us to do is to pray for our church and its leaders and to continue to 
follow our mission to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ.   As always feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions via e-mail at chris@trinitychurchum.org or by calling the church office. 

 The Rummage Sale raised $2000 for Noble House Ministries which includes Noble House, Pilot House, 
and Our House. Thank you to everyone who helped make this program a success. 

 A special thanks to Frederick Fusco who helped us add the new elements to the stage in the Gathering 
Hall. 

 Thank you to all of the members of our Grounds Team that have made the grass, flowers, and greenery 
look great. Thank you for your help keeping our grounds look nice especially through the hot and rainy 
weather we have been having.  

 Thank you to all who helped with the baby shower for Rachel Muncie. It was a good time to gather and 
celebrate.  

 Rachel and I were overwhelmed with the love and kindness that everyone showered over us in expectation 
of Tristan.  Thank you so much for all of your kind words and gifts.  We can’t wait for Tristan to meet his 
new church family.   
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 8:25 10:45 Total  Offering 

Aug. 5 76 55 131 $9662 

Aug. 12 82 42 123 $4318 

Aug. 19 86 44 130 $2907 

Aug. 26 52 Engage Sun-
day 

$1968 

August Worship Stats What’s Happening at Trinity 
September 

4 – Block Party Walkers (9-11 am) – check in/out at Trinity 

5 – Block Party Walkers (4-6 pm) – check in/out at Trinity 

6 – Block Party Walkers (6-8 pm) – check in/out at Trinity 

8 – Stamp Out the Stigma 5K at Bixler Lake 

8 – Momentum Pork Burger sale at Trinity 

12 – Women’s Bible Study – brunch 

15 – Block Party (12:00 – 3:00) 

25—Sewing for Missions 9am—2 pm 

29 – Fort for Fitness 4 mile, 10K 

   

 

“Preparing for Nothing (Or for Anything) from General Conference”  
A letter from our former bishop, Bishop Michael Coyner 

 In the midst of all the discussions about the three models presented by the Commission on the 
Way Forward to the General Conference of our UMC, I wonder if anyone is thinking about preparing for 
“nothing.” Historically, it is typical for the General Conference to create study commissions (like the Study 
of Homosexuality in the 1988-1992 quadrennium and like various Ministry Studies over the years) and then 
NOT APPROVE the recommendations of those commissions. It has happened that way time and again, 
and General Conference has become more and more dysfunctional which makes a “do nothing” result very 
likely in 2019 or 2020. Are we preparing for the General Conference to do nothing? 
 For that matter, are we preparing for anything that the General Conference might do? The day after 
General Conference, will anyone be ready to help our individual local UM congregations in Georgia or Tex-
as or New Hampshire or Liberia to understand the actions of General Conference and to know what the 
next steps will be? We seem to be focusing so much upon the proposals themselves, I wonder if anyone is 
ready to deal with the aftermath? 
 Here are some possible ways to be prepared for “nothing” or for “anything” that General Confer-
ence might do: 
 1. With all due respect to General Conference, I am sure that most of our local congregations will 
continue to do the ministry they are already doing in spite of any action by the General Conference. So 
let’s encourage our pastors and congregations to continue, to be faithful, and to be focused upon their lo-
cal ministries. While the General Conference is often self-absorbed with their sense of importance, the real 
ministry of our church happens in local congregations and that ministry should be encouraged to continue. 
 2. Most local congregations (and their pastors) will need to be reminded that our mission is un-
changed (“making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”). All of the General Confer-
ence debate and action or inaction cannot be allowed to distract us from our mission. In fact, too much dis-
traction has already occurred, so I hope that we can help our local congregations, pastors, and Annual 
Conferences to get back to the main “business” of our church. 
 3. Nearly every clergy will need to be reassured that their appointments are secure, that changes at 
the general church level (if any) will not immediately impact them, and they can continue their ministry. 
 4. Anxiety at all levels of our United Methodist Church will need to be lowered - something that 
leaders can only do if they maintain a “non-anxious presence.” That term means being present and not 
withdrawing from our people, and it also means speaking and acting in ways that reduce stress and anxie-
ty. Right now too many of our general church delegates and leaders (including bishops) are raising anxie-
ty, rather than lowering anxiety. 
 5. We can invite people to pray, to study any results from General Conference, and to have mature 
discussions about our future. Those discussions cannot happen immediately, because the results (if any) 
of General Conference will take time to translate and to disseminate. The early reports from various cau-
cus groups and even the media are usually inflammatory and just plain inaccurate, so it is important to in-
vite our people to take the time to pray, study, and learn for themselves what the results (if any) of General 
Conference actually mean. Leaders in our UMC will need to fight against tendencies among themselves 
and others to draw quick conclusions. Patience is hard to come by in this social media age, but it will be 
needed in the days and weeks after General Conference. Quick decisions from inaccurate or incomplete 
information are usually wrong decisions - so let’s encourage everyone to avoid such quick decisions. 
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