
 

CONNEXIONS 
Madison Community Church is a body of believers in Jesus Christ    

loving God and reaching out to a diverse community and world to 

bring life, grow faith, and offer hope by connecting people with Him. 

Autumn 2022 

sermon. However, have you considered that one         

by-product of the sermon is the refinement/

transformation of those who prepare and teach the 

messages, primarily the Pastor? 

The Jonah series that we concluded on July 24 was a 

personal challenge to me. I heard from many that it was 

widely enjoyed in that the series challenged a great 

many of us. For this, I praise the LORD for speaking to 

and challenging us! 

One of the main themes of the Jonah series was        

examining ourselves in light of Jonah’s severe prejudice 

against the Ninevites. I asked the question: 

“What person, subculture, people group, or nation 

would you have a difficult time caring for, loving,      

ministering to, or sharing the gospel with?” 

On a personal level, I knew immediately the answer to 

this question as I wrote it: the homeless. I felt horrible 

admitting that to myself and honestly, I wrestled to un-

derstand the reasons why this portion of our society 
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Perhaps you are under the impression that the   

preaching that takes place in any given church from 

Sunday to Sunday is about educating the congregation 

regarding God’s word. Similarly, you may believe that 

the proclamation of the gospel through the weekly 

message is one way in which the Good News of Jesus 

Christ is proclaimed to those who have not heard or 

have not yet bowed their knee to Jesus Christ. 

If you hold onto these perspectives regarding the     

purpose of the weekly sermon, you would not be 

wrong. There are, of course, many other purposes for 

preaching the word of God such as: 

• Encouragement of God’s people 

• A conduit for hearing God’s calling on one’s life 

• A spiritual tenderizer that helps the body of Christ 

remain open and attentive to God’s Spirit 

• A time of examination in which we hold up our   

beliefs, actions, and attitudes to God’s examination, 

much like King David prayed in Psalm 139:23-24, or 

that the writer of Hebrews writes about in 4:12. 

Certainly, there are many purposes for the weekly    
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causes such turmoil for me. It has nothing to do with the specific people who are homeless. I have, however, experi-

enced a hardening of my heart and spirit when it comes to the accumulative problem of homelessness. It feels to 

me so overwhelming. I have no idea where to begin or how to help. 

It was in the wrestling with this sense of hopelessness and feeling overwhelmed that another great truth in the book 

of Jonah began to impact my spirit. That truth is God’s sovereignty which is like a huge neon sign flashing the      

message, “Relax, I have this.” 

God gave Jonah one task--to go to the Ninevites and speak the message that God gave him. That was it. Everything 

else was in God’s hands--His responsibility. The question that flows out of the reality of the sovereignty of God is, 

“Do we trust Him? Are we willing to follow Him wherever He leads us?” 

I need to be careful not to harden my heart against the homeless in Everett or even the greater Seattle region. I may 

be frustrated with the unwillingness of our leaders to take action to deal with the homeless issue. I may loathe the 

hardheartedness of our current governmental policies that dismiss the issues of homelessness and even poverty 

with a simple, thoughtless sentiment such as, “It’s their choice.” I, however, need to be at the ready to love, to 

share, to care for, and to engage with those individuals the Holy Spirit leads me to. The rest I need to leave in God’s 

hands. If I do that, if all of God’s people do that, then that effort no longer seems so small. The people of God (as we 

each live generously following Jesus’ example) can make a huge impact--not just in regard to homelessness, but 

wherever God leads us to engage. 

I again have been challenged in our current series The Generous Life. When our limited resources touch Jesus’       

unlimited abundance, everything changes! I pray that my spirit remains soft and obedient to God and His leading. I 

pray that I would be a light in the darkness just like Jesus. I pray this for us all. 

“Oh, Lord, empower us to follow You. Help us not to overstep our place, to trust You to take care of all that You 

have not asked us to do, and to boldly and passionately engage in the tasks You have given to us.                   

To Your glory and Your honor, Amen.” 

Pastor Peter Vincent 

Thoughts from Pastor Peter continued... 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/MadisonCommunityChurch  

Or text MADISONCC to: 49775 

Blue Christmas Service 

Madison Community Church invites you  

to a special holiday service designed  

to encourage anyone who finds the  

holiday season difficult because of  

a loss, transition, or life change.  

We care about you and hope  

you will join us for a special  

time of music and inspiration. 

 

Saturday, December 10, 2022  

at 6:00 p.m. 

 

6900 Wetmore Ave., Everett 

office@madisoncc.org 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/MadisonCommunityChurch
http://madisoncc.org


 Barry and Patty Jordan have served with the Christian and Missionary          

 Alliance in Papua, Indonesia since 1989. Patty is the daughter of former 

 CMA missionaries John and Helen Ellenberger. They have three children, 

 two married and ministering in the Chicago area. Their youngest attends 

 Toccoa Falls College. They have three 

 main focuses in ministry described with 

 three key words: privilege, challenge 

 and joy. They have the privilege of   

 training church leaders the challenge of 

 reaching out to Indonesia's millions of 

 Muslims, and the joy of discipling youth. 

 The Jordans at MCC: 

 Thursday, November 10 -  Care Groups: Time and location to be determined. 

 Friday, November 11 - Dinner and Report at MCC: Time to be determined. 

 Sunday, November 13 - Speaking at MCC, 10:30 am 

 Monday, November 14 - Care Groups: Time and location to be determined. 

NOVEMBER 9-15, 2022  



 

Tell a friend who is grieving about GriefShare. 

Sundays from 2 to 4 pm, September 18 - December 11 

Madison Community Church - 6900 Wetmore Ave, Everett 

office@madisoncc.org     425-353-2293 

www.griefshare.org  

GriefShare is a biblical,     

Christ-centered grief  

support group ministry. 

Since 1996, GriefShare has    

equipped more than 17,000 

churches worldwide. The       

GriefShare materials                   

feature 46 leading Christian        

experts on grief recovery topics. 

What to expect: 

• Encouraging, caring group    

leaders who have also        

experienced loss. 

• 13, once per week meetings, 

that include a 40-minute  

video and discussion time. 

• A workbook which reinforces 

the material from the video 

and encourages you 

throughout the week. 

Answers to Talk Time Quiz: 1. a,c,d; 2. c; 3. c,d; 4. cd  
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