
 

CONNEXIONS 
Madison Community Church is a body of believers in Jesus Christ    

loving God and reaching out to a diverse community and world to 

bring life, grow faith, and offer hope by connecting people with Him. 

Autumn 2021 

used to hide people from a threat. The typical storyline for 

these dramas follows a witness, preparing to testify against 

an organized crime boss or some other powerful criminal, 

who is kept in a safehouse until they can provide their       

testimony and the offender is sent to prison. 

The term safehouse, however, has a much more significant 

historical meaning. Safehouses were used as temporary 

stops on the Underground Railroad, a large and diverse    

network of people who helped fugitive slaves escape. They 

provided people fleeing slavery with a safe place to eat and 

rest until nightfall when they could continue their flight to 

the next station. 

The Underground Railroad was not run by any single         

organization or individual. It consisted of numerous people 

willing to risk everything to protect others facing incredible 

injustice. The Underground Railroad moved hundreds of 

slaves north each year, with one estimate indicating that the 

South lost around 100,000 slaves between the years 1810 

and 1850. 

Safehouses also played a critical role in rescuing Jews being 

exterminated by the German Army during World War II. The 
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 Jenny’s Picks 

I recently came across an article a friend of mine (Dave 

Hearn) wrote that I found both challenging and focusing. 

Dave Hearn was the District Superintendent of the Canadian 

Pacific District of the C&MA in Canada when our family lived 

in British Columbia. He was elected President of the C&MA 

in Canada just as we were moving to Everett (or, at least, 

when Kristi and the kids were coming to Everett). His article 

so caught my attention, I asked him if I could re-print it for 

our newsletter. 

The last part of our vision statement says that we long “…to 

bring life, grow faith and offer hope by connecting people 

with Him [Jesus].” Have you ever tried to imagine what that 

means? What does it look like to bring life to the people 

around us? How does God desire to use you to bring life, 

grow faith, and offer hope? 

As you read Dave’s article, I challenge you to consider these 

kinds of questions. Also, in case you are wondering or if you 

observe differences in spelling, I did indeed leave the       

Canadian spelling intact and in place for your enjoyment. 

Safehouse 

Dave Hearn President of the C&MA Canada 

If you enjoy watching crime shows, you’ve probably heard 

the term ‘safehouse’ referring to a secret place of sanctuary 

Thoughts from  
 

Pastor Peter 



Hiding Place tells the riveting story of Corrie Ten Boom and her family, who sheltered hundreds of Jews, protecting them    

from arrest by Nazi authorities. Betrayed by a fellow Dutch     citizen, the entire family was imprisoned. Corrie survived and, 

following the war, she set up a ministry that saw thousands come to Christ and receive healing from the anguish of their past 

trauma and pain. The New Testament reveals that even Jesus had a safehouse. He would often visit the home of Mary,       

Martha, and Lazarus. John 11:5 says, “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” This family created a safe place   

for Jesus, and it was here that Jesus spent some of his last days on earth. 

In Psalm 9:9–10, we read, “God is a safe-house for the battered, a sanctuary during bad times. The moment you arrive, you 

relax; you’re never sorry you knocked” (The Message). I want to suggest to you that the term safehouse refers to so much 

more than a place in a crime show and it is not solely for historical reflection. God has made Himself our safehouse. He is a 

God of radical hospitality, and He is calling us to imitate Him. He is asking us, the followers of Jesus, to create a safe space, a 

sanctuary, a place of refreshment for the neglected, the battered, and those who are feeling afraid. 

The neighbourhood Agnes and I moved into a year ago is in a location where many families are fractured. Children are often 

left trying to find something to do. Because our grandchildren visit our house frequently, our home has become a kid-magnet, 

with many children playing in our yard. We provide drinks, and snacks but more than that, we have become a safe place where 

these children know they are loved. As we listen to the stories of brokenness and pain, our hearts are stirred to want to bring 

healing and hope. On July 1, I lit a big bonfire in our backyard and set off some fireworks. We had several neighbourhood kids 

gather around for the ‘big show’. I could not help but feel a deep sense of God’s delight as this situation echoed His heart of 

radical hospitality. I will never forget my daughter, Jessica, as she shared with me how one of the girls looked at her and asked, 

“Can you give me a hug?” She felt safe and my heart burst with gratitude that God has granted Agnes and I the privilege of  

becoming a safehouse for these children. 

Is your home a safehouse? Is it a place where the afraid, the sad, and the lonely can come, and from the moment they arrive, 

they relax and are never sorry they knocked? God is a God of radical hospitality, and He is calling us to imitate Him. 

I encourage you to take a moment and be still. Ask God who in your life needs you to be a safehouse for them and then reach 

out and watch as God turns your home into a sanctuary. COVID-19 brought on a season of ever-changing restrictions, isolation, 

incredible hardships, and challenges for so many. The Spirit of God is longing to expand our hearts and make us people of    

radical hospitality—intentionally seeking out those around us who have been deeply impacted by COVID-19. This is our        

opportunity to rise up and show the world that our God is a safehouse for those who put their trust in Him. 
 

Let’s get out there and do it! 

 

Pastor Peter Vincent 

 

 

David Hearn 

David’s passion is to see The Alliance Canada as a Christ-centered, Spirit-empowered, and        

Mission-focused movement. He often quotes A.B. Simpson, founder of the Alliance, who           

declared, "This movement stands for a spirit of self-sacrifice, adjustment, adaptation and          

single-hearted love for people. We are called to a spirit so possessed with one supreme object, to 

gain men and women for Christ, that it sweeps over every other consideration in its over         

mastering purpose of love." 

Thoughts from Pastor Peter continued... 



OUTREACH 
 

The Outreach Team dreams about creating community within our church and planning  

events that allow us to reach out in simple way to friends and family, inviting them to join     

us in fellowship.  

• Planning events like baseball games, and 

painting days.  

• Having future  events where we have a   

meal together.      

• Encouraging our congregation to invite 

friends, family and those from our           

community to join us. 

Our ultimate goal in the next year is    

to make it easier for our church          

community to invite others to church 

and an Alpha event that we are       

planning for the new year. 

We look forward to growing spiritually together and working within God’s plan for our     

community. 

 

Katie Jones - Outreach Team 

SIP & PAINT, AUGUST 2021 

AQUA SOX GAME, JULY 2021 



 

Tell a friend who is grieving about GriefShare. 

Sundays from 2 to 4 pm September 19 - December 12 

Madison Community Church - 6900 Wetmore Ave, Everett 

office@madisoncc.org     425-353-2293 

www.griefshare.org  

Our first round of GriefShare has recently concluded. We asked the 

participants for feedback on how they were impacted. Here are  

some of their responses: 

What have you liked most about the GriefShare videos? 

“I liked the videos and the comradery with others who are grieving.” 

“I am not alone in what I feel.” 

How has GriefShare had an impact on your life? 

“It shows me how God walked me through each step.” 

“I was able to process my grief in a healthy way.” 

What was your discussion group experience like? 

“I felt free to share what was on my mind & respected for what I had to say.” 

“Good! It helps to here others, and how they feel.” 

“It was moving to me, to have deep discussions, with people I previously just knew casually.” 

mailto:office@madisoncc.org
http://www.griefshare.org


 

TOWN HALL MEETINGS 

 

As we continue toward the sale of our property, we will be holding a series of townhall meetings on the first  

Tuesday of every month, beginning Tuesday, October 5th.  

The purpose of these meetings will be multifaceted. First, here will be a time for the ministry board to              

communicate with the congregation at large. Second, there will be a time for individuals to express thoughts, 

questions, and concerns that they may have. Additionally, we desire to be able to pray together as the body of 

Christ. We long for God to give us unity of heart, unity of vision, a oneness of mind, and to unite us as His people 

in the purposes He has for Madison Community Church.  

In September, we will be sending out a survey via email and snail-mail. The survey will be the first step towards                 

communication and the fashioning of the townhall meetings.  

Please be praying for us as a ministry board and the staff as we prepare for these times together. Our hope and 

purpose are that these townhall meetings will be beneficial in moving us forward in purpose and unity.  

The Ministry Board encourages us all to participate in the townhall meetings, envisioning a community bonding 

time of encouragement as we look to the future. Please mark your calendars with the following dates: 

October 5th  

November  2nd 

December 7th 

Each meeting will begin at 6 pm and conclude at 7:15 pm, and yes, water, coffee, and tea will be served. 

We look forward to our times together! 



Jenny is a very special girl. Not because she has special  

needs, or that she deals with psychosis. She is special because  

she refers to herself as “God’s Girl.” She has a heart for worship. She has a heart for      

people. At pretty much any time of the day, you can find her worshiping through song 

or praying for someone she may or may not know. Jenny says, “the songs touch her 

heart and have taught her how to love others.” Also, “when you worship God, he will 

draw you into himself.” There are many times when life can be very overwhelming for 

Jenny and music calms her. She says that, “when I worships God it gives me peace in 

my spirit.” Here is a selection of just some of her favorite worship songs: 

 

God You Reign -   Lincoln Brewster - https://youtu.be/8hYiN_0nxeE 

In Control - Hillsong Worship - https://youtu.be/UucSXk3nfVI 

We Glorify Your Name - Hillsong Worship - https://youtu.be/saNjgTrL00I 

God is Able - Hillsong Worship - https://youtu.be/2bV8fXI5MWk 

Never Let Go - Matt Redman - https://youtu.be/NM14VZVu0og 

https://youtu.be/8hYiN_0nxeE
https://youtu.be/UucSXk3nfVI
https://youtu.be/saNjgTrL00I
https://youtu.be/2bV8fXI5MWk
https://youtu.be/NM14VZVu0og

