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Madison Community Church is a body of believers in Jesus Christ
loving God and reaching out to a diverse community and world to
bring life, grow faith, and offer hope by connecting people with Him.

Thoughts from
Pastor Peter

Can I share a story with you that has been part of my own
listening to Holy Spirit and joining Jesus in the work that He
is inviting me into? (If your answer is “No” then stop reading
here! Lol.)
Thanksgiving weekend, we bought a long overdue sectional

I want to wish you a fruitful New Year!

for our family room from a furniture store in the Marysville
area. In the course of talking with the salesman and

Is that a unique enough greeting? Certainly, it is a different

purchasing the sectional, we got to chit chatting about life;

New Year’s blessing than what is the normal, so I am

things like where he was from, how long he had been at the

hopeful that it will give you pause and stick in your mind.

store, was he married, the hours he worked etc., etc. As we
were wrapping up the transaction and getting ready to go,

I have been thinking about this New Year’s blessing for the

he asked me what I do. I told him that I am a pastor in

last month or two as we were working our way through the

Everett, which opened up a whole new line of conversation

Experiencing God series. As we went through the series, I

and added another 10 –15 minutes to the conversation. He

was continually stirred up in my own spirit as we each week

had been exposed to the church in his youth and was a little

from September to the middle of December!

familiar with the Church in his 20’s with some circumstances

Did you feel stirred up in your spirit, as well, as we explored
how God invites us into relationship with Him and to work
alongside Him? How intriguing and exciting to wonder to
ourselves, “What is God at work doing all around me?” and
“What will He invite me to do with Him?” We wonder in
advance, “Will I hear Him when He calls me? Will I be ready?

he was going through at the time. I asked if he was going to
a church in the area, to which he said he was not, but that he
needed to. He wants to get their daughter into the church,
but time is a problem and said, “If I am being honest, I am
being spiritually lazy.” I fumbled around for something
appropriate to say “That is easy to have happen in our lives,”

Will I be willing? What will I see Him do and be witness of?”
I have had many stories already about our MCC family
listening to Holy Spirit and acting on little “assignments” that

God has been inviting them to join Him in! I couldn’t be
more excited than hearing these stories and anticipating
God’s work in our midst!
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Thoughts from Pastor Peter continued...

or “Busyness will do that to you,” or something along those lines. I really didn’t know how to respond to such an open and
unpretentious response. We kind of brought the conversation to a close – “There are some great churches in this area, here is
my card if you ever want to talk or come out for a service…”
Over the following week I began to mull over what he had said. “To be honest, I am being spiritually lazy.” He was aware of his
avoidance of God and spiritual matters. God kept bringing this back to me, to my thoughts. I began to ask God, “What do you
want me to do with this Father?” Do I walk back into his workplace and remind him of what he said? And then what? What do
I do after that and what do I say as follow up?” I sensed more and more that I needed to do something. The man’s admission
was the invitation to join God in what he was doing in this man’s life. You may ask, “How do you know what God was doing in
the man’s life or that God was even at work in the man’s life?” The answer of course in his own words “… I am being spiritual-

ly lazy.” God had made him cognitively aware of his laziness and his avoidance of God. He was feeling a need to get back into
the church, to begin engaging with God, but doing nothing about it.
A week later, I was going past the store I pulled into the parking lot and walked through the doors into the store, still uncertain
of how to approach him or even what to say to him. When I entered the store, he was in the back with a fellow salesman. I
almost left! I was thinking to myself, “How do I get to talk to him privately?” However, he saw me, recognized me and waved.
My prayer was profound and deep in the face of the situation. “God help me to know what to do!” I walked to the back of the
store.
As I walked through the store and approached the desk he was sitting at, the other salesman simply walked away! “Now what

Lord?” I asked. I sat across from him and he remembered my name! I said to him, “This might be a little strange, and I don’t
want to be offensive, but when we spoke as I was buying the sectional, you said to me that you are being spiritually lazy. This
has been on my mind ever since. I came in to talk to you, to encourage you to stop being lazy. It can go on for years and is
spiritually dangerous.”
His response convinced me that God was indeed at work. He simply said, “I surprised myself when I said that, and it is really
cool that you would come back to talk to me about it. Thanks for doing that!”
I don’t have time or space to share the rest of the conversation, but God had invited me to join Him in the work He is doing. I
say “is doing”, because He is still doing it, and I will have more opportunities to talk with him. As I reflect on this, I think that a
year ago I would have thought nothing of our initial conversation. His words would have caught my attention like they had,
but I don’t know that I would have followed up on it. What kept sticking in my mind was the reality that says, “God invites you
to become involved with Him in His work.” As soon as I recognized through the man’s own words that God had been working
in his life, I knew that He was inviting me to join Him!
I long to be joining God in the work that He is doing! I long for all of us as the body of Christ at MCC to be joining God in the
work that He is doing! I want to hear stories from us of our listening for His invitation, our joining Him in His work and what
we did as a result, as well as what He did as a result. I pray that we will be active throughout this year in engaging with God in
the work that He is doing everywhere around us!
So, as I write this first newsletter article of the New Year, I begin and close by wishing you a fruitful New Year!
Pastor Peter Vincent

Lance Whidden - Elder
I was born in Tacoma, grew up in Forks, WA, and received a two year degree in Forestry. I worked
in the timber industry until 1981. For the past 37 years, I have been driving an ambulance.
I grew up in the Seventh Day Church of God and my father was a pastor. At age 13, a missionary
from Korea came to our church and told how an elder from our church was a missionary to him.
My eyes were open to my sin in a new way and I committed my life to serve Jesus and was
baptized.
Favorite books and movies include: The Hole in Our Gospel, He Chose the Nails, Judah Ben Her
and Forest Gump.
Several years ago, I attended the Christian and Missionary Alliance church in North Everett when Wes Jeske was the
pastor. I served as a deacon at Delta Baptist and Emmanuel Baptist and led small groups at Lynden Assembly of God.
My wife Shirley and I have been a part of Madison Community Church for 2 years.

Ron Taber - Elder
Chris and I began our time with the church approximately fifteen years ago, when we started
attending Everett Alliance Church. Over the years we have very much enjoyed getting to know
and to serve with this wonderful congregation. I was born into a devoted Christian family who
just happened to be in an Alliance Church. I accepted Christ at the age of nine during the first
Billy Graham Crusade in Seattle. I dedicated my life to the Lord while a camper at Canby Family
Camp. The Christian and Missionary Alliance and the Pacific Northwest District have always
been a part of my Christian experience.

After High School, I attended Simpson Bible College in San Francisco CA, where I met my wife. We were married
after graduation in 1966. After further training for ministry, we served as youth pastors at the Portland Alliance
Church, and then pastored a small CMA church in Bend Oregon for about six years. From 1978 through 2008, I
worked in the Support Services Department for several School Districts.
Serving Christ through the local church has always been a focus in my life. Here at MCC I have had the privilege of
serving on the Ministry Board, led the Missions Team, facilitated the Sonshiner’s ministry and most recently been a
Care Group leader. I count it a joy to be in the service of the King. If I am elected to the position of elder, I will do
my best to fulfill the requirements of this important ministry.
As for hobbies, etc., I enjoy photography and playing with the latest electronic gadgets. My favorite movies are
“Sleepless in Seattle” and “Groundhog Day”. As for TV I do enjoy a good detective/mystery story. Travels, mostly
near, and doing fun things with Chris provide my greatest enjoyment.

Todd Gehlke - Ministry Board
I’ve attended this church since 1986 (the Everett Christian Missionary Alliance). I severed as a Jr.
High youth leader for 2 years.
I also taught the kids’ Sunday school class, and helped out with AWANA.
As a child I’ve always believed in God; I can’t remember a time I didn’t. The seed was planted at
a 5-day club in our neighborhood when I was about 4 years old.
At age 12 a man came to our door and personally gave me a white Bible. He taught me the ten
commandments every Wednesday (one commandment per week) in Exodus 20. I bookmarked it
and referred to it often. I accepted Jesus as my personal Savoir when I was 18. I remember coming into the church
office, eyes full of tears and a mess, realizing that I needed to turn my life around and that Jesus gave His life so I

could be free.
Pastor Bryce lead me to Christ that evening, told me to go home and start reading Matthew, then took me under
his wing to disciple me. Since accepting Christ, my life has been set on a new path. The Lord directs my steps; He
has blessed me richly and He has been leading me to work on life issues.
My favorite book is Lord, Change My Attitude (Before It’s Too Late) by James MacDonald
My favorite food is Spinach Lasagna (made by my oldest son Christopher)
I enjoy spending time with Lisa, my wife, either watching movies or playing games.
It’s also fun having all the kids come over with their families, the grand kids are always a hoot.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
Following the Morning Worship Service

Linette Rex - Nominating Committee
I’ve been a member of MCC for 26 years. I first came as an intern in 1991 to Beverly Park
Community Church, where I met Warren and served in Children’s and Outreach Ministries. In
1995, I hired on as the Administrator, a job/ministry that I love and did primarily from home for
the first 14 years. Over the years I’ve also served as bookkeeper, care group facilitator, in
women’s ministries and worship.
I grew up in a strong, Biblical church and Christian family and gave my life to Jesus at the age of
9 at summer camp. In high school, as I considered what to do after graduation, I committed my
life again to Christ, took my Dad’s advice and signed up for a year of Bible college. There I
committed my life to full-time ministry and three more years of college! At the time, I felt that overseas missions
was my calling as the only other options for ministry I knew of for women was in Christian education and children’s
ministries. However, during my internship, God allowed me to try many different ministries and showed me that He
was calling me to ministry in the local church as administrative support staff.
I love to read to relax, and usually gravitate toward historical fiction, but I have enjoyed books like Follow Me,
Reclaiming Glory, and Growing With this past year (books on discipleship, church health and living with adult
children). I do enjoy a good Jane Austen movie (especially Pride and Prejudice) as well as medieval-themed movies.
Spending time with my family is definitely a favorite pastime, too.

Kristi Vincent - Nominating Committee
Happy New Year MCC family! It has been my honor to be a part of MCC for the last 9 years! It’s
hard to believe that it’s been that long, time has passed quickly! In that time I have been mainly focused on our family as we transitioned into life here. They are the loves of my life! I have
also had the privilege of being involved in women’s Bible studies, VBS and Children’s ministries. I have a passion for people. I enjoy loving God and loving his children. I have been a believer since the 3rd grade and have been blessed over the years to be used by God to bring
people to himself. Peter and I have committed our lives to Christ and strive to be his hands and
feet in the world we live in. One of my favorite verses is Phil. 1:6. I am confident that I am on a

journey with Christ and He will be with me always. He will finish His work in me! It would be my pleasure to serve
our church family as a member of the nominating committee. Thank you church family for your love and support!

Sound the alarm!
Five of the leaders of the EvCC Papuan Fellowship ̶ Dimy, Natalia,
Jeivet, Willie and Dison ̶ have set their alarms for 6:00 pm and I
have joined them. Every day at 6:00 pm we are meeting at the
throne in prayer
for a forthcoming
spiritual emphasis
retreat for the
EvCC students
next March. Plans are still being drawn up, but we understand what
the Psalmist said, “If the Lord does not build the house, the work of
the builders is useless,” Psalm 127:1a GNB.
Over twenty Christian students from Papua have been placed by divine providence in one of the spiritually darkest
places in our city. The transition has been difficult and the temptations have sometimes been overpowering. As one
student said to me, “Ms. Ann, they not only show and tell us about evil
things, they encourage us to try them.”
Yet we know, “Greater is He
who is in you (us), than he
who is in the world,” (1 John
4:4b) and we are willing to
believe with Joseph that, “You
plotted evil against me, but
God turned it into good…” Genesis 50:20a GNB. So, the student leaders and
I have coveted together to ask God to protect and use them here as a light
on the campus to bring others to Jesus and also in that great province of
Papua, Indonesia, after the completion of their studies.
Here’s where we want to ask for your help. Unless the Lord moves in our hearts as
we plan and prepare for the retreat, unless the Lord works in the hearts of people
He is calling to come along side this ministry during the retreat, unless the Lord stirs
the hearts of those who will be ministering as we come apart at the quiet place, and
unless the Holy Spirit plants a hunger for more of God in the hearts of each
attendee, then our work is useless as the Psalmist said.
Would you set your alarm with us at 6:00 pm and
whenever it rings would you pray for God’s mighty
working at the EvCC student retreat in March 2020?
Ann Grinnell

