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Thoughts
from Pastor Peter...
I have to chuckle to myself as I reflect on the
patterns of January conversations that both
lament the speed at which the holidays expired
and marvel at the fact that we are at the
beginning of yet another year! Regardless of
which thought resonates with you, allow me to
wish you a happy new year! My hope and
encouragement is that it will be a year in which
we aim to express our worship of God as much,
or dare I say – more, than we seek for his blessing
for ourselves.
For the past few months, I have been mulling
over in my mind and seeking God’s direction for
this new year. It is my desire to challenge and
direct us in this new year as we follow Jesus
Christ in knowledge of him, freedom because of
him and delightfully expressing our worship of to
him. He is, after all, the one we submit to as the
head of Madison Community Church; the one
who purchased and redeemed us.
As I have prayed about where our focus and
energy should be expended this year, one of our
ministry outcomes has risen to the forefront of
my thoughts; an outcome that has captured my
imagination and increasingly, my passion. This
outcome is named simply “Worship”.
To be honest worship can be a bit of a nebulous
word and concept; it can be difficult to quantify
what we even mean when we say the word
worship. It makes sense then that setting
worship as one of our outcomes as a church is a
difficult goal to outline.
However, A.W. Tozer helps us significantly in
both understanding the concept of worship and
applying our understanding to tangible goals of
the church and our ministries. Tozer writes:

“To worship is to feel something in our
heart that we didn’t have before we
were converted; that we’re going to
express it in some way and it’s going to
be a humbling but most enjoyable
sense of admiring awe and astonished
wonder and overpowering love in the
presence of that most ancient
mystery.” (bold lettering highlighted
myself)
As we engage with Holy Spirit in our life with
Christ, we intuitively or instinctively feel an
internal stirring or response as God interacts with
us. We read the bible, listen to a sermon, pray…
and we feel or sense an internal motivation or
stirring up in response to the Holy Spirit; but to
what end? Well, that is next part of Tozer’s
definition; but in short, we are motivated or
stirred up to respond in some manor or another.
I will look at our response in a moment, but for
now I want to draw some connections centering
around our emotions or feelings.
First, the feelings or emotions stirred up by Holy
Spirit’s interaction with us are cause for
celebration, not avoidance. Before we knew
Jesus as our Lord and savior, before he made us
(Continued on page 2)
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Thoughts from Pastor Peter (Continued from page 1)

alive in Christ (Eph. 2:4-5), we would not have heard him, or felt his stirrings in our spirit. Our “feelings” or “emotions” in this
sense are evidence spiritual growth. They are evidence of being made alive with Christ! Regardless of whether the feelings are
positive (affirmation/calling) or negative (convicting/corrective), both kinds of emotions are evidences of life and relationship
with God! Even after our conversion God continues to engage our emotions transforming our lives and leading us in various
directions of spiritual growth and transformation.
A further observation, as I consider our being stirred up in our spirit, centers around the fact that many teachers of modern
Christianity have taught us to ignore our emotions; that we should ignore our emotions because they can’t be trusted. It is
easy to understand this sentiment in that our emotions can often, in our brokenness, lead us toward sin - if allowed to remain
unchecked and allowed to entice us. However, unilaterally throwing out and rejecting our emotions simply because they can,
if allowed, mislead us; is a hasty and harmful conclusion.
Rejecting our emotions as untrustworthy is to short-circuit our spiritual growth and our capacity to respond in worship to God.
This is the most significant harm that comes to us in rejecting our emotions. I will limit myself to this singular wound, however,
it does not require much thought or intellectual honesty to identify many other wounds that quickly tabulate in ignoring and
rejecting our emotions. Our emotions or feelings, when harnessed and subjected to the redemption of Jesus Christ, lead us to
action and response. They lead us to expressions of surrender, to service, and to love and longing for God. In Phil. 2:1-4, the
Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians with the very intent of engaging their emotions for the purpose of motivating them to
godly unselfish lives in:
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common
sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the
same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” (NIV)
Why is it important that worship begins with “feeling something in our heart”? It is simply this, our feelings or emotions
prompt us to respond or react, to engage with God. Our emotions raise to the surface the depths of our soul as Holy Spirit
interacts with us. Tozer summarizes this reality as he continues in his definition “…that we’re going to express it in some
way…”.
What are we to Express? Well, in short, to express what God motivated us or stirred us up to. He will stir us up to: draw close
to God, to confess sin in our lives, to forgive, to reach out in service, to share our faith, to help meet needs, “to be his
ambassadors” in the world we live in (2Cor. 5:20). The ways in which we express the stirring up of our spirit by Holy Spirit are
limitless!
The most important aspects of our worship are twofold:
That we listen to God allowing him to stir us up
That we express that inner stirring/emotion in some form of release or response
It was Mechthild of Magdeburg in the twelfth century who wrote:
“The Holy Spirit is our harpist and every string touched in love must sound.”
To refuse to “sound” in response to Holy Spirit’s plucking is to refuse to worship the King.
So as we begin this new year, I ask you two questions: 1/ What is it that God is stirring in you? 2/ How will you release,
respond, or express yourself to God in “a humbling but most enjoyable sense of admiring awe and astonished wonder and
overpowering love in the presence of that most ancient mystery.” May 2019 be focused on our expressions of worship to God!

Pastor Peter
A body of believers in Jesus Christ loving God and reaching out to a diverse community
and world to bring life, grow faith, and offer hope by connecting people with Him.

Ollie Doyle for Elder
I’ve always known God was there and gave my life to him in 1977. Darlene and I started
attending Beverly Park Community Church in 2000. I have been an elder, served on the
Governing Board and taught Sunday School. Recently, Darlene and I have gone on two
mission trips to Peru, but I have also been to Mexico to build houses and to Thailand to
help build a boy’s home.
I have been an upholsterer for the past 44 years, with my own shop since 1977. I enjoy
bowling, shooting, old movies, westerns and old TV shows.

Lisa Gehlke for Assistant Treasurer
I started going to Everett Alliance Church in North Everett when I was nine years old. I
attended for a few years, then I stopped going for a while. When I was 16 years old I felt God
calling me back to church and I continued until we started going through the merger. We left
and started trying a couple of other churches for a few years, then felt God calling us back to
Madison . Now we have been attending here for about four years.
I first came to know Christ when I was nine years old. I backslid when I was a teen and wasn't
following God for several years. I recommitted my life when I was 16 years old, and now I
have been with God ever since.
While attending Everett Alliance Church, my kids were little and I served in the nursery for several years. I was a
deaconess and on the Social Committee for a few years. Now at Madison, I've served on the decorating committee and served as Assistant Treasurer in 2017. I'm looking forward to see how He will use me.
My favorite books that have helped me grow lately are: Lord, Change My Attitude Before It's Too Late, by James
McDonald and In the Pursuit of Peace, by Joyce Meyers.

JOIN US FOR A NEW SERMON SERIES BEGINNING JANUARY 6

Katie Jones for Ministry Board
I began attending Beverly Park Community church when I was 5 years old. I grew up in that
church. I attended camp every year and as a teen got jobs to pay for myself so a I could keep
going. I was part of the Bible quizzing team, where I excelled and got to compete in upper
level competitions. I deeply fell in love with the Lord at a young age and have never fallen out
of love with him. I was involved with the youth group while in my twenties, co-leading with
Roger Morrison after the churches merged. I moved to Arlington and eventually moved
church homes. About 4 years or so Brett, my husband and I visited Madison and knew it was
our new home. We have attendee ever since and became members earlier this year. We have
worked with the youth and truly love each of the young adults we have been blessed to know. We currently seek
what’s next and ask God to guide our directions. I look forward to whatever that may be. I ask that you pray
about this decision as I want Gods will to be done, whether I am a part of the board or not.
My all time favorite movie is Pride and Prejudice...both versions!

Debbie Rutherford for Ministry Board
My husband Roy and I started attending Madison Community Church 2 years ago this month.
This was one on the best decisions we've ever made. It felt like we were home from day one. I
have been a Talk Time teacher for 2 years in March.
I grew up in a Lutheran church but when I reach my late teens and early 20's I quit going to
church. At the age of 25, with 2 small children and a failing marriage, a friend invited me to a
Christian concert and it was there I accepted the Lord during an alter call. The very best decision
I've ever made!

Join us as we read
through the New
Testament this year.

&

Dig deeper into
the bible through
memorization.

Contact the church office for more info !

Mike Champoux for Nominating Committee, 2020
I have been attending Madison Community Church since about 1970, when it was named
Beverly Park Church. Having moved from San Francisco to Lynnwood, Blackie & Adele Blackmer
encouraged Carol and I to come to Beverly Park Church to teach Sunday School. I taught Sunday
School from my early college days until recently. After 43 enjoyable years of teaching at King’s
Schools, I retired in 2015.
I became seriously aware of the gospel while attending the Arbor Heights C&MA Church as a teen-ager. I gave
my heart to the Lord as a high school sophomore and became very involved in the Youth Group at the Church.
Making Jesus my Lord gave a direction to every area of my life, as I continually seek His will for me.
My favorite movies are Dave and It’s a Wonderful Life; favorite books are non-fiction books about Christian
topics; favorite foods are Carol’s enchiladas, salmon and chocolate; favorite things to do are bicycling, walking,
water-skiing, kayaking and fishing.

Jeanne Lidwell for Nominating Committee, 2020
I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior at age 17 in 1965. I attended the Everett Alliance
church since 1974, till the merge to MCC in 2005. I was very involved in everything but
especially enjoyed teaching teens, Sunday school, youth programs and mentoring them.
My passion is art! Just looking out my windows at home and seeing the beauty God has given
us gives me deep joy in my heart. I want to trust the Lord with all my heart!

Pat McFarland for Nominating Committee, 2020
We moved to Everett in 1977, began attending Everett Alliance Church, and have been with
the church through the merger with BPCC, and continuing with Madison Community until the
present.
I accepted Christ as my savior at the age of 8 through a sermon our pastor preached at that
time. The Lord has been a part of my life since then, sometimes closer than others, of course.
Especially through hard times when we are usually driven to our knees, and experience
hardships to be the best teachers. I have served in music ministry, social committee, and
nomination committees, and I also participated in the merger process.
As far as faves go, Movies: I enjoy romantic comedy and Hallmark Christmas movies. I’ve done very little reading
since I’ve been retired. That has been a surprise, and something I’d like to change. I still enjoy entertaining but
have found that it requires more creativity and effort in a much smaller space, and I’m still working on that.

Sandra Richards for Nominating Committee, 2020
Hello my name is Sandra Richards and I have been going to the Christian Missionary Alliance
Church since 1986. We were Beverly Park Community Church and then we became Madison
Community Church. Throughout the years, I have been on several committees. To name a
few I have been on the hospitality committee, the outreach committee, and as of late, I was
on the exploratory committee. For 30 years my husband David and I helped run Salt of the
Earth Food Bank and Soup Kitchen. My heart has always been with the church and my church family, as well as
serving our community. I enjoy family and friends, people watching, fishing, and traveling.
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February
5 Rick & Cindy Pickrell
10 Levi Goetz
12 GG Gamble
13 Steve Rex
16 Roger Anderson
16 Rob & Terri Cowley

January

20 Jerry Crowe

4 Ken Thiessen

21 Priscilla Wilkins

6 Logan Bradshaw

26 Ric McFarland

7 Lillie Goetz
14 Rayne Bradshaw
14 Rose Torgerson
17 Brian Wilkins
21 Caroline Sand
28 Celene Johnson
30 Helen Rex

March

April
1 Dan & Jeanne Lidwell
8 Roger & Lynita Anderson
10 Diane Decker
17 Helen Matern

1 Lynita Anderson

19 Steve Johnson

3 Bill & Kathy Fairbanks

21 Bryan Goetz

4 Jenny Pickrell

22 Shary Demarcey

5 Carol Champoux

23 Katelyn Vincent

7 Cathy Moon

28 Blair Lidwell

12 Zoe Gehlke

29 Warren Hodges

20 Dave Richards
21 Kristin Crowe
23 Sandra Richards
25 Kathy Fairbanks
Ministers: The MCC Congregation
Senior Pastor:
Peter Vincent
Pastor of Multicultural
Outreach:
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Administrator:
Secretary:

Linette Rex
Cindy Pickrell
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