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therefore possess intrinsic value beyond our 
capacity to understand. Humanity is not the 
result of chance or happenstance. We are the 
Creation of God according to His purpose and 
plan that He set before the foundation of the 
earth. At least this is what the Bible tells us in 
Genesis 1:26-25 and Ephesians 1:4. You are 
the workmanship of God Himself and He 
delights Himself in you. Jesus’ death and 
resurrection in conjunction with our 
surrender to Him and repentance of our own 
sin and brokenness is what restores us as His 
own people. 

Secondly, we can reflect on the price that 
was paid to bring the necklace into the 
United States. We, too, were purchased at a 
high price in order to be brought into a new 
kingdom! Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 6:20 
and 7:23 that we were “bought with a price”. 
However, that price was no surprise to Jesus 
Christ. We are told throughout the pages of 
Scripture that God the Father sent Jesus 
Christ to pay the penalty, or price, for our 
sins. He alone has purchased our 
redemption! Among other passages, look at 1 
Corinthians 1:30, John 3:16-17, and Titus 2:11 

The story is told of an American tourist in 
Paris, who purchased an inexpensive amber 
necklace in a trinket shop while on vacation. 
Upon his return home to the United States, 
he was shocked when he was forced to pay 
quite a high duty on the necklace in order to 
clear customs in New York. This aroused his 
curiosity, so he had it appraised. After 
looking at the object under a magnifying 
glass, the jeweler said, “I’ll give you $25,000 
for it.” Greatly surprised, the man decided to 
have another expert examine it. When he 
did, he was offered $10,000 more. Unable to 
conceal his confusion and astonishment any 
longer, he asked the jeweler, “What do you 
see that makes this old necklace so 
valuable?” The jeweler invited him to look 
for himself through his eye piece at the 
necklace. There before his eyes was an 
inscription: “From Napoleon Bonaparte to 
Josephine.” The value of the necklace came 
from its identification with such a famous 
person. (source unknown) 

What a fun and surprising story!  Spiritually 
speaking, this story has so many implications 
for us. Taking the time to unpack some of 
these implications is worthy of our time as 
we refocus ourselves at the beginning of this 
new year not on earthly things, but on things 
above. 

The most obvious application of this story is 
our own value as God’s creation. Forget 
whether you are a believer in Jesus Christ or 
not, God’s fingerprint is on each and every 
one of us. We are created in His image and 
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-14 to see the reality of Jesus Christ’s purposeful purchase of us that we might have peace with God the Father (Col. 
1:19-20). 

Third, we can reflect on the desires of the jewelers to purchase the necklace for themselves. Seeing the intrinsic 
value of the necklace for themselves, the jewelers immediately desired the necklace. What was worthless to them 
only moments before was now of great value to them! This is virtually identical to the parable of the hidden treasure 
in Matthew 13:44 or the parable of the pearl of great price in Matthew 13:45-46. When the salvation that is offered 
to us through Jesus Christ is seen by individuals for what it is; when it is revealed to us clearly by the Holy Spirit, it 
becomes instantaneously valuable to us. We are willing at that point to abandon everything else in order to receive 
His salvation! We abandon our old worldviews, our old value systems in order that we can be saved! Some are 
forced even to abandon their families and their friends, even their countries, in order to receive the salvation of 
Jesus Christ. The treasure of salvation is of value beyond our capacity to measure. 

The story of the necklace also poses a question that we do well to consider and answer. What is important to us? 
What are we willing to pay a high price in order to possess? We call these our Core values. These core values are 
crystallized through our understanding of what He has given to us and what He has asked us to do as His brothers 
and fellow heirs (Rom. 8:14-17). These core values motivate us and drive us to accomplish the task that Jesus gave 
us even at His ascension following His resurrection. 

Have you ever considered what your core values are as it pertains to your relationship with Jesus Christ? To identify 
your core values, you can ask yourself questions like: “What would I be willing to spend my life on in order to 
accomplish for Him? What would I be willing to lose my life over in order to protect or safeguard? What are non-
negotiables for me that I would be unwilling to compromise on?” Such questions begin to identify those things that 
you hold dear and invaluable. 

This is actually a question that I have been asking myself over the last little while. It has been interesting to me as I 
have slowly uncovered what I would identify as my core values. At the top of that list was discipleship. When I then 
looked at my life to see where that was being accomplished, I was surprised and disappointed with myself when I 
acknowledged that I was not actively discipling anyone. This is about to change or I have no right to call myself a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Another core value that I was able to quickly identify is the word of God. This is now our third-year putting forth a 
reading plan for the year in order to read through God’s word. It always mystifies me when people say the word of 
God is of utmost importance to them, but then have absolutely no idea what the word of God says or is about. In 
Psalm119:16 the psalmist wrote: “I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your Word.” I love the intimacy that the 
psalmist had with the word of God that he delighted in it as well as his declaration to not “neglect” it. 

Other Core values that I have been identifying are service, evangelism, prayer, and an engagement in missions. I am 
in the process of evaluating my life and ministry, and in these regards I can say with all honesty and certainty that 
there will be changes as a result. 

I encourage you to do the work of identifying your core values as they pertain to Jesus Christ and your relationship 
with him. I do believe that not only will it be a revealing exercise, it will also result in a life-altering course for both 
yourself and the church. 

A body of believers in Jesus Christ loving God and reaching out to a diverse          

community to bring life, grow faith, and offer hope by connecting people with Him. 
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Ken Thiessen for Elder 

Our family began attending Beverly Park Community Church in August 1982. In 1998, we followed 
our daughter Kaydee to Everett Alliance Church where we continued to attend until Everett Alliance 
and Beverly Park merged becoming Madison Community Church. During this time I have served in 
various capacities, as Sunday School teacher, Governing Board member and Elder.  

I came to know Jesus Christ as my Savior at the age of six. I was attending a Christian School in 
Mountlake Terrace. Our first grade class attended an old fashioned tent meeting at Kings Garden 
(now Christa) where I responded to an alter call, walked forward and prayed to receive Christ as my 
Savior. Jesus has been working in my life since that moment and I eventually learned to know him 
as not just my Savior, but also my Lord. Each year of life brings trials, victories, heartache and joy. 
Each event causes me to grow into the person He wants me to be. 

I retired from the Everett Police Department in 2009 after serving 31+ years. Two years later I returned to work driving a 
Paratransit van for the City. In August 2014 I again retired (for good this time). An opportunity arose for me to attend 
Awakenings Prayer Institute that fall. This and catching up on unfinished projects keeps me pretty busy. Karen and I love to 
travel and I hope to rediscover the joy I found fishing in past years. I enjoy reading various kinds of books. Some of the 
recent titles are Heaven, The Path Between the Seas, Killing Patton, Gray Mountain, The Auschwitz Escape, and When the 
Soul Listens. Oh, I better mention, I have eight grandkids. Where did I ever find time to work? 

Carol Champoux for Nominating Committee, 2018 

I received Christ as a teenager in Ogden, Utah.  I finished secretarial school after H.S. graduation and 
worked as secretary to the Academic Dean and Registrar at Simpson Bible College in San Francisco.  
While there, I met my husband and also began 35 years of Sunday School teaching of High School or 
Jr. High or Elementary students at churches we attended.  I have served in the nursery for many years 
and have served as Church Board Secretary. 

We have 3 children and 5 grandchildren.  My favorite movie is, It's A Wonderful Life.  My favorite 
book is the Bible and then the Bill O'Reilly Killing Series. 

Mike Decker for Board Member 

I went to church as a young boy with my family, but fell away. When Diane and I had been married 
for about 4 years, we had a door to door pastor come to our house That was 1975 and that is when 
we met Darlene and Ollie Doyle. We went for a while, but the church split, so we decided to look 
around for a church. We found Beverly Park Community Church, pastored by Bob Weidman. I don't 
think we had ever felt such love, not only for us but for everyone. We became members in 1979 and 
have been here ever since. I became a Sunday school teacher for 1st and 2nd graders with Leona     
Rasmussen. When she took a break, I taught her class on my own for 30 years. Diane and I are        
currently on the Outreach Team. For 15 years I headed up our annual Easter egg hunt, the day before 
Easter, at Lions Park. 

Diane and I have been married for 46 years, have 3 daughters and 11 grandchildren/great-grandchildren. Number 5 great-
grandchild will be born in May of this year. Also, I am a Vietnam Veteran. 

A book we used for our small group Bible study is right now at the top of my reading list, again, and was really good and 
helpful. It is called, What's So Amazing About Grace by Philip Yancey. My favorite movies are all the Star Wars movies. Our 
kids will tell you that I watched the original one so much that they knew all the words by heart. Another favorite movie is 
Princess Bride. My favorite music is The Newsboys, TobyMac, Swithfoot, and anything and everything by Chris Tomlin. 
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Lisa Gehlke for Assistant Treasurer 

I started going to Everett Alliance Church in North Everett when I was nine years old. I attended for a 
few years, then I stopped going for a while. When I was 16 years old I felt God calling me back to 
church and I continued until we started going through the merger. We left and started trying a 
couple of other churches for a few years, then felt God calling us back to Madison . Now we have 
been attending here for about four years. 

I first came to know Christ when I was nine years old. I backslid when I was a teen and wasn't 
following God for several years. I recommitted my life when I was 16 years old, and now I have been 
with God ever since. 

While attending Everett Alliance Church, my kids were little and I served in the nursery for several years. I was a deaconess 
and on the Social Committee for a few years. Now at Madison, I've served on the decorating committee and served as 
Assistant Treasurer in 2017. I'm looking forward to see how He will use me. 

My favorite books that have helped me grow lately are: Lord, Change My Attitude Before It's Too Late, by James McDonald 
and In the Pursuit of Peace, by Joyce Meyers. 

Linette Rex for Nominating Committee, 2018 

I’ve been a member of MCC for 24 years. I first came as an intern in 1991 to Beverly Park 
Community Church, where I met Warren and served in Children’s and Outreach Ministries. In 1995, 
I hired on as the Administrator, a job/ministry that I love and did primarily from home for the first 
14 years. Over the years I’ve also served as bookkeeper, care group facilitator, in women’s 
ministries and worship. 

I grew up in a strong, Biblical church and Christian family and gave my life to Jesus at the age of 9  
at summer camp. In high school, as I considered what to do after graduation, I committed my life 
again to Christ, took my Dad’s advice and signed up for a year of Bible college. There I committed 
my life to full-time ministry and three more years of college! At the time, I felt that overseas 
missions was my calling as the only other options for ministry I knew of for women was in Christian 
education and children’s ministries. However, during my internship, God allowed me to try many different ministries and 
showed me that He was calling me to ministry in the local church as administrative support staff. 

I love to read to relax, and usually gravitate toward historical fiction, but I also enjoy The Chronicles of Narnia and other 
fantasy/mystery books I’ve read to my boys. I read Ragamuffin Gospel this past summer, and really appreciated the 
perspective on grace. I do enjoy a good Jane Austen movie (especially Pride and Prejudice) as well as medieval-themed 
movies. 

Kay Bishop for Nominating Committee, 2018 

I don’t recall the date I became a believer, but growing up in a Christian home and attending 
Protestant church services on military bases, I assumed that I would believe in Christ all my life. As I 
got older I did spend time questioning my degree of faith and what that meant. 

In 2009, I died on the operating table.  The doctor and staff revived me and I remember my first     
conscious thought being,” OK, God, what do You want me to do?”  In 2011, I was in a deep             
depression and joined a Bible study led by the daughter of a friend; the friend passed away a couple 
of months later. 

Since then I’ve learned more about prayer, being intentional in my walk with Christ, and becoming a 
more active follower of the Holy Spirit. 

Favorites:  Food – seafood, chocolate, nuts 

                    Books – mysteries, historical fiction, history, biographies & auto-biographies, culinary mysteries 

                    Movies – some thrillers, “chick flicks”, mysteries 

 Things to do – TRAVEL and anything connected to the ocean, walking the beach collecting rocks, shells, glass; 
 reading, baking, cooking for a crowd.   
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Days for GirlsDays for Girls  
I often open my Facebook and it asks me what is on                                                                                           
my mind!  So here goes! 

You may have heard us talking about Days for Girls (DFG).  You may not know what it is about.  Several 
ladies and guys in our church have helped with this group at one time or another.   

There are millions of girls and women worldwide who suffer for lack of sustainable feminine hygiene, 
knowledge of women’s health issues and confidence to choose safety. A girl may not be able to go to 
school and fall too far behind and drop out of school; a woman may not be able to go out in public to 
work for lack of sanitary products. Their education, health, safety, family, future and dignity is threat-
ened.    

DFG is a non-profit organization that aims to break the cycle of poverty and violence against women in 
communities throughout the world in one of the most unexpected ways ever---promoting access to 
menstrual health management options and reproductive health issues.  

DFG kit patterns have been developed with the feedback of thousands of women and girls around the 
globe.  The kits are uniquely suitable environmentally, physically and culturally.   The kits are made with 
great care for accuracy.  Instructions about the use of the kit is given with training: what a period is, how 
our body works, hygiene and safety.  These kits are washable and made to last 3-4 years.  

“Enterprise” programs assist villages to set up sewing rooms where women sew kits.  DFG teaches these 
women to market the kits; this brings resources into families and communities.  

Well, how does all this affect us here in Everett?  Central Everett Team is busy making kits.  We speak 
with organizations interested in knowing about this movement.  If you know a group that might like to 
hear more about DFG, let us know.  In the past year and a half, all our kit components (fabric, panties, 
washcloths, soap, Ziploc bags) have been donated.  Our monthly work days have opened doors for us to 
meet women who need to hear about Jesus and need love right here in our city.  Like the community of 
women in Peru who come together for time with other women to sew, etc., it is happening here.  We 
have made kits and sent to several countries in the world: Burkina Faso, Peru, Thailand and Indonesia.  
We feel God’s hand in all the areas of our work.   

In March, eight of our team will be heading to Trujillo, Peru to teach 120 women in eight Oasis Centers 
how to make these kits for themselves.  All of our supplies have already been donated.  We would ask 
that you would be in prayer for our team:  Karen, Darlene, Shannon, Laurie, Barbara, Nancy, Marshelle 
and Rachel.  Karen and Darlene will be hosting a fundraising Spaghetti Dinner on January 27 from 4PM to 
7PM here at our church to pay for travel expenses.  All are invited to come and bring a friend.  

Thank you for this opportunity.  Please see Karen Thiessen or Darlene Doyle if you have questions.  
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Ministers:  The MCC Congregation 
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JANUARY 

  4   Ken Thiessen 

  6   Logan Bradshaw 

  7   Lillie Goetz 

14   Rayne Bradshaw 

14   Rose Torgerson 

17   Brian Wilkins  

21   Caroline Sand 

28   Celene Johnson 

30   Helen Rex 

FEBRUARY 

  5   Rick & Cindy Pickrell 

10  Levi Goetz 

12  GG Gamble 

13   Steve Rex 

16   Roger Anderson 

16   Rob & Terri Cowley 

20   Jerry Crowe 

21   Priscilla Wilkins 

26   Ric McFarland 

  MARCH 

  1   Lyn Anderson 

  3   Bill & Kathy Fairbanks 

  4   Jenny Pickrell 

  5   Carol Champoux 

  7   Cathy Moon 

12   Zoe Gehlke 

20   Dave Richards 

21   Kristin Crowe 

23   Sandra Richards 

25   Kathy Fairbanks 


