
 

Madison Community Church is a body of believers in Jesus Christ    

loving God and reaching out to a diverse community and world to 

bring life, grow faith, and  offer hope by connecting people with Him. 

An atheist in Ireland was once asked if it was the 

protestant God or the Catholic God in whom he 

did not believe. You may scratch your head as 

you ponder an answer to that question. Yet,  

having worked for many years in a pluralistic  

society where the Muslim God and the Christian 

God were freely spoken of, I can affirm that the 

reasoning behind that question holds deep ties 

to cultural and societal identities. 

As you know, identifying the name of God is by 

no means the only difference between who we 

at Madison Community Church are and who the 

newest members of our community are. Many 

who have moved in across the street from us, 

who have visited us on Sunday mornings or 

Thursday evenings at Talk Time, and many with 

whom we work and do business are from       

societies with a cultural basis different than our 

own Judeo-Christian culture which is traditionally 

guilt-innocence based. The Papuan students at 

EvCC come from an animistic-tribal background 

whose culture revolves around a fear-power          

dichotomy. Some Talk Time students have come 

out of a shame-honor society, often connected 

to Eastern religions. 

These differences in no way diminish our call to 

share the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

or teach Scriptural principles. But cultural differences 

will affect how we relate as neighbors in our        

community and as fellow believers within our church.  

A call to understanding. In many global cultures, 

independence is not a virtue; rather, family and   

community are everything. Although a culture may 

not acknowledge a caste system, often social and 

financial status can cover a multitude of sins—to use 

a Biblical simile. In still other cultures, aggression  

restores honor. Thus, when a family’s honor is soiled 

by conversion to another religion or by some other 

shameful act, the society embraces a                 

sometimes-harmful action toward the offender. In 

some tribal settings, treachery and deceit are held as 

their highest virtues. And, in many cultures, food and 

who you eat it with define both your community and 

personal identity. Might that have been a part of    

divine understanding as Christ ate with tax collectors 

and sinners? Was He inviting them into community, 

into a new identity with Himself?  

Often in non-Western cultures, hospitality or personal 

favors are given between friends and family as a kind 
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of investment towards some future reciprocal benevolence. You can imagine my total surprise when friends, 

who had loved and supported me in family-like ways for years, came one day saying that after prayer, they were 

persuaded that I was the one who should bear the financial responsibility for their son’s college degree. How 

true are the words, “Learning a language is the task of a few years, but understanding a culture is the work of a 

lifetime.” 

A call to love. When Katie, one of our short-term team members, was recently asked how she hoped to help 

the Indonesians, her response was: “Help them? I don’t hope to help them, just to love them.” A divinely        

inspired love, guided with gracious understanding, will open many doors. God flowing through us is love. 

A call to being prayed up, expecting God to work. A member of our Talk Time team, Lance, challenged all of 

us at our recent prayer retreat to come to every Talk Time class prayed up, expecting God to work each week. 

When we do what we can, God will do what only He can. 

These may seem like small things, but they are three steps all of us can take as we move towards bridging the 

cultural gap between ourselves and others we meet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Paul told us in Ephesians 4:32 to “…be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God 

through Christ has forgiven you.”  Yet, surely he understood some of the stressors and differences of            

multi-cultural relationships when he added in Ephesians 1:15-16: “I have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 

your love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 

my prayers.” 

 

Http://honorshame.com/the-5-unwritten-rules-of-honor-shame-cultures/.05/19. 

Source unknown. 

As we step across the bridge that will span the cultural gap, may we… 

 …be quick to share a smile with people we meet. 

 …view every encounter as a Holy Spirit opportunity. 

 …ask questions that will invite open, honest dialog. 

 …encourage others in their use of language and customs. 

 …listen as people share their heart, their needs, their fears. 

 …be sensitive to words, actions, apparel that might offend others. 

 …show patience when we hear things with which we don’t agree. 

 …learn humbly from other peoples, their traditions and cultures. 

 …be willing to be misunderstood for the sake of the Gospel. 

 …share from our life and culture what might encourage them. 

 …evaluate their expressed needs and how we might help them. 
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I have an amazing opportunity again this year to go to Peru with 

Helping Hands Ministries International. We are   going to Trujillo, 

Peru, July 15-25. Trujillo is Peru’s second-largest city and is      

located on its northern coast. I want to go back and work with 

the women at the Oasis centers and in the preschool. I fell in love 

with all of them last March while taking Days For Girls to them. 

Last year we taught them how to make the reusable hygiene kits. 

Here I am helping Erika cut and sew the uniforms for the preschool. 

Again this year while there, we will work with Helping Hands’    

partner organization Amor en Accion (Love in Action). You can also learn more about the organization by visiting 

www.helpinghandsmi.org.  

My team would be grateful if you would pray for us as we prepare for this journey. Currently, it looks like we will be  

going with approximately ten women and two men ages 16 and up. Some of my specific prayer requests are: safe    

travels to and from, safety and good health,  opportunities to serve and be served, openness to the love of  Jesus. 

Here are some of the young girls that made the Days For Girls 

kits after we left Peru last year. Look at their smiling faces. 

These kits will help them stay in school which will better their 

lives, their families’ lives and their communities.  

I am so excited to go back to Trujillo, Peru, and serve the    

people there. Thank you for helping make this possible. 

Helping Hands has done a great job of keeping the trip              

economical. The cost of the trip is $2,000 which includes    

airfare, lodging, food, and in-country travel. As of May 16      

all of my funds have been paid! 

Thank you for taking time to read about this coming            

adventure and for joining me in prayer. I can’t wait to share 

about how God works in and through our team, and in my 

own heart, throughout this   experience! 

Dios te bendiga (God bless)! 

http://www.helpinghandsmi.org


A quilting ministry to those whose lives are impacted by severe medical conditions. 
 

 

One day, several years ago, while in my sewing room, an old song kept 

popping into my head. The song goes: “Make me a blessing, to someone 

today…” 

Every time I would go sew, that song would pop into my head. In looking 

back, I believe the Holy Spirit was nudging me to use my sewing skills for 

him. I had made quilts for family, friends and church family, but never as        

a ministry. 

The Holy Spirit made it clear to me, late in 2017 that that was what he   

wanted of me. As I kept praying and seeking advice, I was encouraged to 

pursue a quilting ministry, quilts 

with Bible verses on them,    

something I’d never thought of 

before. 

To date, I’ve completed 4 quilts. I’m not too quick at turning them out but 

God knows who I need to make quilts for. About the time I’m finishing 

one up, he brings someone new he wants me to encourage. 

The first Quilted Blessing I made was for a 6-year-old named       

Declan. He had a bone marrow disease. Today, Declan is growing 

and thriving. He’s doing very well. 

Last year when we as a church prayed over Declan’s quilt, Debbie           

Rutherford said, “Oh he can wrap himself up with God’s Word.”  

That touched my heart. Later I learned that her dad was in a     

nursing home and had Alzheimer’s Disease. After prayer, I decided that I would make him a Quilted   

Blessing. Sadly, he went home to Heaven before I could finish it. 

I knew that it should be given to Debbie. 

In June of last year, my cousin was blessed with a                

great-grandson, Braxton. He was born at just over 1 pound.    

Today he is a healthy, growing boy. 

Gift Wango told me about a friend whose son Mady was         

suffering with X-ADL, a deadly disease that affects 1 in 18,000 

people. God put it on my heart to make a Quilted Blessing for 

him.  

It is my joy to encourage these individuals and families with 

these Quilted Blessings. My desire is to be used by God. He’s 

given me the ability to create these quilts.  

If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, please let me 

know. Please pray that these quilts will be a blessing and     

comfort to many. 

Braxton’s Quilt 

Debbie’s Quilt 

Declan’s Quilt 

by Cindy Pickrell 


