
Thoughts from  

Pastor Peter 

Madison Community Church is a body of believers in Jesus Christ    

loving God and reaching out to a diverse community and world to 

bring life, grow faith, and  offer hope by connecting people with Him. 

from our misconception that incorrectly sees God’s   

assignments for us as our responsibility alone to        

accomplish.  He gives us the task and off we go to      

dutifully accomplish it.  It reminds me of the story of a 

farmer and his horse named Buddy. 

An out-of-towner drove his car into a ditch in a         

desolated area. Luckily, a local farmer came to help 

with his big strong horse named Buddy. 

He hitched Buddy up to the car and yelled, "Pull, Nellie, 

pull!" Buddy didn’t move. 

Then the farmer hollered, "Pull, Buster, pull!" Buddy 

didn’t respond. 

Once more the farmer commanded, "Pull, Coco, pull!" 

Nothing. 

Then the farmer nonchalantly said, "Pull, Buddy, pull!" 

And the horse easily dragged the car out of the ditch. 

The motorist was most appreciative and very curious. 

He asked the farmer why he called his horse by the 

wrong name three times. 
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This Fall we are launching into a church wide study that 

I am eager for us to dig into.  The study Experiencing 

God by Henry & Richard Blackaby and Claude King is a 

challenging and  encouraging study that leads us to the 

heart of God – a place of invitation and mission! 

The study explores Seven Realities of Experiencing God, 

which move from the work of God Himself, to His     

inviting us into relationship with Him, to joining with 

Him in the work He is doing.  It is through joining Him 

in this work that we come to know Him personally. 

These seven realities are:  

Much of our hesitation or fear of serving God comes 

1. God is always at work around you. 

2. God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real and personal. 

3. God invites you to become involved with Him in His work. 

4. God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and 

the church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways. 

5. God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of 

belief that requites faith and action. 

6. You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is 

doing. 

7. You come to know God by experience as you obey Him, and He accomplishes 

His work through you. 



"Well... Buddy is blind and if he thought he was the only one pulling, he wouldn’t even try!" 

We are just like Buddy.  We are hesitant to pull because we think that we are pulling, or working alone.  We don’t 

realize that God Himself is right there with us, His presence, His strength, His power working in us and through us to 

accomplish the work He invites us to join Him in. 

Somewhere along the line we have come to think that He gives the assignment and we, as His faithful servants, go 

off and do the work that He has given to us.  Nothing could be further from the truth! 

Read what Jesus says about his own working with the Father (which is the model for us all), in John 5:17,19-20: 

17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am 

working.” 19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do  nothing by himself; he 

can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the    Father does the Son also does. 20 For 

the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than 

these, so that you will be amazed. 

Pretty awesome isn’t it! The Father is always at work and so we join Him in what He is doing.  We can do nothing on 

our own, only what we see the Father doing.  You see, the Father loves us and shows us what He is doing and will 

show us even greater works than what we have seen. 

Oh Family, may we be eager and hungry to respond to God’s pursuing a continuing love relationship with us, and  

eager to join Him in the work that He is already doing and calling us to join Him in – not because He needs help, but 

because we come to know Him as we obey him and He accomplishes His work through us! 

I hope that you are looking forward to this study as well.  I invite us to pray and ask God to open wide our spiritual 

eyes to see what He is inviting us to join Him in and to willingly open ourselves to the   moving of Holy Spirit in our 

hearts and in our souls! 
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Thank you so much for your support and prayers, sending Ollie and me to Trujillo, Peru. You were very much a part of our 

team. We could not have done this without you. 

Here is a picture of most of our Peru Team (above). We met two more team members when we arrived in Trujillo, Peru. 

(They were from Indiana.) We had three teenagers with us and the team meshed so well. We left Everett Paine Field at 

7:00 AM, which meant we had to be there at 5:00 AM! We arrived in Trujillo, Peru at 7:00 AM the next morning.  

Amor en Accion is the organization in Trujillo that is connected with Helping Hands Ministries 

International in Bothell, Washington.  

Here is a picture of our team with the staff at the preschool that is run by Amor en Accion. It was 

a fun day. They were celebrating their Independence Day with the children. The children were 

so excited when our van drove onto the school grounds. As soon as our van stopped the     

teachers, let them run out to greet us. 

There are seven sewing centers that are called Oasis Centers. 

Two groups meet across the road from the Preschool. The 

other five are around the outskirts of Trujillo. They meet in 

Alliance Churches. We were able to go to each one. The    

ladies loved sharing with us what they had made and how 

the skills that they are 

learning are helping them 

take care of their        

families. We were able  

to  purchase some of the 

items they made. The Oasis Centers were all out of fabric, so they were so                

appreciative of the fabric we brought with us. We collected funds from our team and 

went to the market to purchase flannel for them so they would be able to make the 

Days For Girls kits that the team from last year taught them to make.  

Thanks again,  

Karen Thiessen 



What a privilege for five of us from MCC to represent all of you in Indonesia in mid August. Thank you for   

giving generously so this could happen and thank you for praying faithfully as we went. God protected and 

enabled as we travelled and ministered there. We joined four members from MVCC so there were nine of us 

all together. As team leader, I was grateful for each person ’s enthusiasm to ministry. Each member            

consistently chose ministry and being together with local people over tourist -type interests.  

Prayers God answered include all of the following: There was a precious move among youth for prayer and   

recommitment during the first two evenings of youth ministry. A professor has written saying there is         

excitement among Bible School students after we left a teaching tool with 

them for evangelizing the lost. The team ministered to both men and 

women of Samarinda and led an international missions parade in two   

mission rallies. We were all touched by an amazing opportunity for       

personal sharing at a youth service in Jakarta, on our last evening there. 

And we were so grateful for good health while we were in Indonesia; for 

freedom from loss; and good flying experiences both internationally and 

domestically. God protected us flying in and out of the Hong Kong both 

directions. 

We learned much. We saw great need and utter destitution. We were 

challenged culturally. We saw and experienced the love of the Indonesian  

people. We trust we encouraged them. Our prayer is to continue blessing 

them as God allows. AND, we have invited them to reciprocate by bringing 

a team to the States as God allows. Pray for God ’s direction. 

Ann Grinnell 



Wilderness? Lush land? What is your choice? We immediately think lush land. Okay, for a long while everything is     

wonderful. No big issues. Everyday problems: kids, traffic, not enough money. But we figure out ways to deal with 

those problems. Life is okay. It could be better if....?  

Then something major happens. Catastrophic illness, loss of a job, losing the house. Then the most painful...death   

of a loved one. Shattered, angry, frightened, at a loss at what to do. Suddenly we are in the wilderness. We have 

tipped our toes into the wilderness, but now we are there. Full-blown wilderness....lost...alone...parched...with no 

idea what to do and which direction to go. What do you do? What are you going to learn? Can you get out?       

Something to think about. 

Bear with me, this may be a long post. I told you I have been watching a video series on the Wild Places. We have all 

had wild places, illness, loss of a loved one, loss of job. Too many to list. We may not want to admit it, but wild    

places shadow us, we can name them anything we want. My wild place for the last few months has been a "why"? 

Some confusion and anger at God. When He whispered Toni's name and took her home, I went into a wild place that 

I did not know could exist. I have lost others, but this was different. This was my Toni. Over the weeks, I have 

screamed, wailed, cried, stamped my feet in anger and even questioned my faith, BUT GOD, slowly, gently, took me 

to the still waters, the Ein Gedi, (literally "spring of the kid (young goat)" is an oasis and a nature reserve in Israel, 

located west of the Dead Sea). To get to the spring, you have to climb a wild trail, rocky and slippery at times. It has 

not been an easy climb. As with all humans, I resisted, I fought, BUT GOD. Psalm 150 tells us that we are to praise 

the Lord with all that is in us! Then I realized how much the Lord loves singing. We are to sing praises to Him. The 

thought then was Toni's glorious voice was among the thousands upon thousands, singing praises to the Lord. And I 

believe He has given her a solo part! Without entering in to this wild place and knowing who is there I would never 

have peace. I am sad, so sad, she is gone. I am glad, so glad I know where she is and I will sing with her for eternity. 

I have walked the valley of the shadow of death four times. Yet I KNOW with all of my being that Jesus is the       

Messiah, the Christ, Lord of Lords and God of Gods. Amen and amen! 

From Facebook post by 

Karen Lewis 

For the video series go to www.rightnowmedia.com Wild Places and With God in Wild Places by George DeJong. 


