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Thoughts
from Pastor Peter...
Mickey Mouse, camping and alligators! Just
one of our vacations with the Harris’s. As a
boy, they were our neighbors and closest
friends. They weren’t our next-door
neighbors, but close enough. They lived 4
houses down the street from us and our
families did pretty much everything together.
The Harris’s had a daughter who was my older
brother’s age and a son, Paul, who was a few
months older than me, but a grade ahead in
school. Paul and I were, for the most part,
inseparable.
Our families celebrated birthdays together,
vacationed together, hung out together,
dined together; and as life goes, we even
supported each other through life’s hardships
together. When the Harris’s bought their
1974 Dodge Charger, we bought a 1974 Ford
Gran Torino. In these two cars our families
logged thousands of miles (you guessed it)
together. Ontario, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina,
Georgia and Florida! So many of my
childhood memories consist of the Harris’s,
vacations, driving (I was a passenger),
camping, and a lot of shared life.
The best way to describe our vacations
together would be Frank Sinatra’s song, “My
Way”. We were not conventional for sure,
but we always had a great time! Tent trailers,
camp fires, KOA’s, exploring, swimming,
fishing, museums, water parks, pie irons,
roasting marshmallows, visiting churches on
Sunday mornings; pretty much anything that

made a memory. That is who we were –
relational families who loved camping,
exploring and visiting new places.
On one occasion, while we were vacationing
in Orlando, Florida with trips to Disney World
and Bush Gardens among other places, we
stayed at a campground that had a large pond
with campsites all around it. It was or felt like
a magical place of exploration and mystery!
The mysterious part came as a result of
various pets in the campground disappearing
every night. It was strange, to say the least,
and as you can imagine, caused quite a stir!
I will never forget the morning that the
alligator came strolling out of the pond to sun
himself (it could have been a “herself” for all I
know about alligators – just stay away from
the sharp end) on the water’s edge. The
mystery was solved. Unfortunately, no one
was getting their pet back. I remember being
terrified and mesmerized as Paul tried to see
how close he could get to the beast before it
would turn around. I also remember that not
going over well with his mother….
(Continued on page 2)
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Thoughts from Pastor Peter (Continued from page 1)

So where am I going with this? Why is this little jaunt down memory lane in the newsletter? Well over the next two
months we will be going on a journey ourselves - a journey of exploration, and an unexpected one at that. Our
exploration will center on what is at the center of who we are and why that affects our relationship with God and our
service for him.
A few weeks ago, as we looked at Acts 13:1-3, Luke portrayed the church at Antioch (ACC) as a church predominately
known as a church of prophets and teachers. That fact determined how they served, the ministry that they were
involved in and how God spoke to them. Well, we too have an identity, a characteristic by which we are known. It
affects how we serve, think, see God and engage with him. We look, think and act different than Mountain View,
Smokey Point, Brookview, or Pinehurst Baptist. We are a church that loves people, serves people and enjoys helping
in very practical ways. Who we are deeply impacts how we serve.
Similarly, what we value stems from who we are and affects how we serve. So, what do we value at our very core that
we find so central that it actually dictates our actions? This is a question that the Ministry Board has been addressing
since May.
What we prayerfully uncovered follows below. I will lay out our core values for us here, but I will expound on each of
them over the coming weeks as I preach through each statement. We as a Ministry Board believe that what is of
utmost importance and value to us as a family after our repentance unto salvation is:
Submission to Jesus Christ as head of the Church
Community with God, ourselves, and the world he leads us to engage
Authenticity
Life
Missional or purpose driven
Expectant
Discipleship
To one degree or another, these are just words on a page, but I believe that these words capture who we are and the
way we engage with God the way we serve him. This is “Our Way” and I believe that God has uniquely formed and
equipped us for his purposes at this time.
I encourage you to think and pray on these words in conversation with our King to see what it is that he is saying to us
as a family and to you as an individual. May we boldly pick up the mantle that has been given to us and step into that
which God is in the process of accomplishing – the exploding of his Kingdom into the world all around us! May he be
exalted.

Pastor Peter
A body of believers in Jesus Christ loving God and reaching out to a diverse community
and world to bring life, grow faith, and offer hope by connecting people with Him.

SEPTEMBER
BEGINS ON

9

10:30 am

Heart of Worship sermon series
Location: chapel

16

10:30 am

FALL KICK-OFF CELEBRATION
Location: chapel

Barbecue lunch and congregational
meeting. Please bring a salad to share.

30

10:30 am

MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY
Location: chapel

Celebrate with us as we welcome those
who are joining our church family!

OCTOBER

31

6:30-8 pm

TRUNK OR TREAT
Location: chapel Pinehurst Baptist is joining us again this year, with our Trunk or
Treat Extravaganza. Yard games, a bouncy house and trunks
filled with yummy treats are sure to please all the neighborhood
kiddos! To join in on the fun, contact the church office today.
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How God’s Working in our Lives...
These are some of the trials God has been putting before us:
We had the “storm” of Todd getting a tumor in his pituitary gland and he came
close to losing his sight and even dying. He had an emergency surgery and now he
is doing a lot better. God is good and things are way better but that was a big faith
building storm for us.
Then as some of you know we’ve been praying for our daughter Kasaundra who has
been struggling with an addiction for three years. He will bring us through this
difficult trail as well.
May God, the source of hope, fill me with all joy and peace
by means of my faith in him, so that my hope will continue to grow
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
Todd & Lisa Gehlke
Our small group has been an amazing
blessing to our lives.
We have seen God provide for our
every need in the midst of the good and
the bad. We have been able to share
our struggles and our blessing with
what started as a group of strangers, to
complete and absolute friends! Brett
and I look forward to our time with our
friends and hearing about their lives as
well. I can't imagine our lives without it
right now!
We have been able to share our
daughter’s health struggles and
successes,
job struggles and successes, and
growing in our relationship with
the Lord.
IT HAS BEEN AMAZING!!!
Brett & Katie Jones

God is continually amazing me with
how our minds work. Henry is
doing new things daily. It blows my
mind to see and help the kids grow
in the knowledge of God. Rayne
loves to run amok, singing about
Jesus at the top of her lungs.
God recently brought it to my
attention that I'm holding onto
baggage that I really don't need, so
I'm in the process of decluttering
my mind. We've also been praying
for a new job opportunity for
Blaine, that has come about. We're
really excited for better working
conditions, stable hours, and a
chance for advancement.
Blaine & Andi Bradshaw

FOLLOW ME
By Dr. Ron Walborn

(Dr. Ron Walborn is dean of Alliance Theological Seminary and the College of Bible and Christian
Ministries at Nyack, NY College.)
Years ago when we were living in Northern California, our family drove into the mountains to enjoy the
fresh winter snowfall. At a rest stop along the way, I decided to walk into a beautiful snow-covered field to
get a better look at the mountains. I assumed the rest of my family was still in the car, and I had no idea
anyone was following me. Then I heard the voice of my four-year-old son: “Take smaller steps, Dad. I’m
walking where you walk.”
I looked back to see this cute little guy giving it everything he had to get through the deep snow by walking
in my footsteps.
In one of those moments with which God loves to surprise us, I heard the voice of the Father build upon
my son’s words, saying, “Guard your steps, Son. People are walking where you walk.”
No matter who you are, someone is following you today. Listen closely, and you will hear the voice of him
or her saying, “I’m walking where you walk.”

Is my life leading people to an encounter with Jesus?
When you follow someone around for any length of time, you run into his politics, church polity, or
theological systems. Now it’s certainly not wrong to have positions or opinions, but if people don’t
encounter Jesus through our lives, they will miss the gospel no matter how “pure” our theology.
When he began following Christ, Paul didn’t trade in his Jewish theological system for a Christian
theological system. His heart and passion were to “know Christ,” “gain Christ,” and “be found in
Christ” (Phil. 3:7–11) so that others would encounter Christ through him.
When I first became the dean at Alliance Theological Seminary, Dr. Paul Siu was our professor of
systematic theology. Dr. Siu loved theology and was a passionate instructor. The highlight of his lectures
was when he began to speak about Jesus, which he couldn’t do without his eyes welling up with tears of
love.
One day, at the height of one of his most impassioned discourses on theology, he interrupted himself and
said, “Please know that I will never die for theology. I will only die for Jesus!” When people took theology
from Dr. Siu, they always encountered Jesus.
My most significant mentors always led me to Jesus when I followed them. While people may love and
follow me at first, I always want them to end up in love with Jesus.
To read the rest of the article, go to https://www.cmalliance.org/alife/follow-me/
©2003-2018 The Christian and Missionary Alliance-All rights reserved. Some material used by permission.
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November
6 Deleasha Vincent
10 Larry Roberts
10 Mary Torbenson
12 Marie Larson

October
2 Mike & Diane Decker

22 Dick Stecher

3 Mary Lobb

23 Dorothy Stuart

3 Jim & Janet Zuvela

24 Risam Johnson

6 Brett Jones

28 Lillian Taggart

10 Terri Cowley
12 Todd & Lisa Gehlke
12 Gordon Matern

September

21 Bill Fairbanks

3 Ollie Doyle

13 Doreen Lauby

9 Darold Lobb

13 Bill & Lillian Taggart

9 Gordon & Helen Matern

16 Bill Taggart

11 Kyleigh Goetz

18 Wes Jeske

20 Ron Taber

18 Lance Whidden

22 Blaine Bradshaw

19 Anita Both

22 Peter & Kristi Vincent

20 Dan Lidwell

24 Reille Jones

20 Dave & Sandra Richards

25 Todd Gehlke

21 Jacob Vincent

26 Chris Taber

23 Shirley Whidden
23 Janet Zuvela
25 Karen Thiessen
26 Don Sand
28 Missy Goetz
28 Debbie Rutherford

29 Jerry & Kristin Crowe

December
1 Alice Beakley
4 Isaiah Goetz
4 Hazen Johnson
6 Dennis & Patty Stanley
7 Chuck Lauby
12 Ryan Rex
20 Kristi Vincent
21 Roy Rutherford
24 Mike Champoux
25 Carol Ingram
27 Mike Gruol
28 Eric Hatch
30 Linette Rex
30 Helen Welch
31 Roy & Debbie Rutherford
31 Montie Young
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